CHARLEMAGNE
(742-814)

His name was Charles. Because he achieved a great deal during his
reign as the king of the Franks, he became known as Charles the Great, or
Charlemagne. Charlemagne was a man of boundless energy and strength.
He had to be. Charlemagne could hold his kingdom together only if he was
strong. To be a success as a king, he had to be a success as a general. So
during his forty-six-year reign, he fought many long wars. These wars had
two main goals. One was to extend his'lands. The other was to extend
Christianity.

The Wars of Charlemagne

When Charles became king, Europe was 1n the rmdd]e of the Dark
Ages, Theé Roman Empire had been gone for centunes Wild barbarians still
oamedpéi‘ts of“Europe Trade and education had almost ended. Populatmn
was declmmg People were often afraid toleave theirhomes: It seemed that
the best hcpe for Europe was to convert the Barhartans to Chrnstxan:ty

Then; perhabs “law-and order would return. -

) The Saxons were thelast great tribeof L arbarlans They were a main
obstacle to progress. They lived next to Charlemagne's kingdom on the east
side of the Rhine River. The Saxons came from Germany. The Franks did
also, The'Saxons and the Franks hated each other. The Franks were now
Christiansand lived in cities. The Saxonswere: stlllpagans andlivedinthe.
forests. The Saxons laughed atthe Franks. They could not understand why
the Franks g gaveup their god Thor for Christ. Onthe of.hcr hand, the Franks

“looked down at' the Saxor:s as savages.

*For thirty years, Charlemagne tried to.defeat thie Saxons. It was not
easy. The'Saxons were fierce watriors. They.oncecut down a Roman army
“like grass.” The Saxons even set up a column to glorify their victory. But
Charlemagne was determined to defea_t the Saxons. Finally, he'reached
their stronghold. He smashed their columm: éalso destroyed -an altar.on
whnch the Saxons offered hu man sacrlﬁces The Saxons were forced to y:eld N

C‘narlemagne was. a mlsswnary as wel’l’f
followed in the wake of ‘the army. Priests we)
Churches were built. The Saxons were expected to convert but they did not-' i
Instead they killed the priests-and-burned the churches

Charlemagne took full reven ge He put thousands ofSaxons to dcath

be put to death 5 Church rne'nbershlp grewra
were.the last barbarians to accept the Christ

be united under the Chnstlan bhnneﬁ .Thé %f) _
thank Charlemagne. too. The Loj baxds__ke tatia
kod! . A

It was on this last \nsu that the Pope surpnsed Charlcmagne On
Christmas Eve Charlemagne went to Mass ‘The Popehlmselfwas ccmduct :
ing the service. Then, without warning, the Pop C \C '
magne's head. The crowd let out ashout. “To Charles
God, great and peaceful Emperor of the Romans{1if
wasnolonger just the king of the Franks He's
new: Haly Roman Empire. '

The crownmg of Chiarlemagne was a turning pomt for Europe It-
linked-the emperor-with the Church. It also sep@rated the western half of
Europe from the eastern half. This split would affect Europe for many
centuries,
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Match each termiornamein the left-hand colurnn with its description
in the right-hand column. Write theletter of the descnptlon inthe blank. The
first one has been done for you.

1. _s Charlemagne A. ancient god of.the Saxons
2. —_ Saxons . B. tribe from Germany who were
Christians
3. — Dark Ages _— e
' ,/.C. also known as Charles the Great
4. ___ Christianity B o
D. city where Charlemagne was
5. ——_ Rhine crowned emperor
6. e Thor E. group _th'a_.t kept attacking the Pope
7. . = Pope. " F, permcf in European history during
- : which Charfemagne rulbd :
8. — Alps
G. ﬁnal_ly,cmshgd by Charlemagne after
9. Lombards thirty yg&rs
10. Holy Roman Empire H. Charlemagne was the emperor - of
this. o
1L Franks
L crowned Charlemagne on Christ-
12. .- Rome "' mas Eve
J. riyer separating Franks and Saxons
]
K. the religion of Gharlémagne
L. mountains on the Italian border
WORD SCRAMBLE

Unscrarnble the fol!owmg names and words Each gars in the story on
Charlemagne. The c:rcled letters, when unscrambled will spell the nanie of
a great king. -
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