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August 24, 2018 
 
Dear Meadows School Parents and School Staff: 
 
At Meadows School, the health and safety of our students and staff is our top priority. We are writing 
to you today to keep you informed about the water system at Meadows School, and of the notification, 
the Meadows Unified School District received from the County of Imperial last week.  Meadows 
School is located outside of the El Centro city limits, the school district is committed to providing 
students and staff with safe drinking water and ensuring that water provided in the school meets federal 
and state standards. Federal and state regulations require that all public schools test lead levels in water 
from designated outlets that are being used or could be potentially used for drinking or cooking.   
 
What Happened? 
Recent water testing for Meadows School (derived from samples collected while Meadows School 
was not in operation on August 2, 2018) shows that some sources exhibited lead levels that exceed the 
acceptable range of 15 parts per billion (ppb). Due to the serious health risks lead may pose, the EPA 
has set a Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) of zero for lead.  The MCLG is the level of a 
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs 
allow for a margin of safety.  
 
Up until the recent test in August 2018, Meadows Union School previously did water sample testing 
and it showed level of lead were below the 15 (ppb). In fact the result was in Wing 1 9.2 ppb and 9.1 
ppb in Wing 5. The maximum level of microgram per liter (ug/l or ppb) should not exceed 15. As a 
reminder Meadows Union has one of the most modern reverse Osmosis water treatment systems in 
the valley, providing the highest standard of drinking water to our students and staff. We will continue 
to test for lead in the next months and we are confident that the result will indicate that Meadows 
Union’s water is below the limits for lead.    
 
The reason we feel confident in saying this is that we are doing many changes to get to the root of the 
problem. Changes that has been in place are; changing all water fountain drinkers, change in 
laboratories, and consult and hire additional experts in water issues that can assess and recommend 
changes in our water system.    
 
 
The following table provides information of the sample location, date sample was taken, and water 
sample result.   
 
 
 
 

Drinking Water Sample for Lead  

 
Governing  Board: 

 
Enrique Cervantes 

Ernesto Pinedo 
Beatriz Rodriguez 

Rochelle Rolfe 
Brenda Villegas 



Location Date Result (ppb) 
Wing 1 Drinking Fountain 8/2/2018  29 ppb 
K1 Drinking Fountain  8/2/2018  Not Detected 
Wing 2 Drinking Fountain 8/2/2018  Not Detected  
Wing 5 Drinking Fountain 8/2/2018  21 ppb 
Water Plant Employee Sink 8/2/2018  Not Detected 

 
What Does This Mean? 
Under the authority of the Safe Drinking Water Act, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
sets the action level for lead in drinking water at 15 ppb.  This means public water systems must ensure 
that water from the taps used for human consumption do not exceed this level in at least 90 percent of 
the sites sampled (90th percentile result).  The action level is the concentration of a contaminant which, 
if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow.  If water from 
the tap does exceed this limit, then the water system must take certain steps to correct the problem.   
 
 
What is Being Done in Response to the Results?  
After being notified of the test results this week, Meadows School immediately discontinued using 
water from the school’s water system until follow-up laboratory test results confirm the levels of lead 
in our water are below 15 ppb. In the meantime, to ensure that students and staff remain safe, the 
district is supplying drinking water from Sparkletts, an approved drinking water provider, for students 
and school staff.  The school will also use Sparkletts water for all food preparation. Until the water is 
verified as safe, all drinking fountains are not operational.  
 
The school will also begin sampling for lead every 6 months for at least one year, in order to closely 
monitor lead levels in our water system.  In addition, we will also monitor the corrosivity of the water 
to ensure it is being properly controlled.  Corrosive water can cause lead to leach from plumbing 
materials that contain lead.  
 
What Are the Health Effects of Lead? 
Lead can cause serious health problems if too much enters your body from drinking water or other 
sources.  Lead is a known neurotoxin, particularly harmful to the developing brain and nervous system 
of children under 6 years old. Lead can harm a young child's growth, behavior, and ability to 
learn. Lead exposure during pregnancy may contribute to low birth weight and developmental delays 
in infants. There are many sources of lead exposure in the environment, and it is important to reduce 
all lead exposures as much as possible. 
 
 
What Are the Sources of Lead? 
Although most lead exposure occurs when people eat paint chips and inhale dust, or from contaminated 
soil, EPA estimates that 10 to 20 percent of human exposure to lead may come from lead in drinking 
water.  Lead is rarely found in source water, but enters tap water through corrosion of plumbing 
materials.  Buildings built before 1986 are more likely to have lead pipes, fixtures and solder.     
 
 
 
Should children be tested for Lead?  
The risk to an individual child from past exposure to elevated lead in drinking water depends on many 
factors; for example, a child’s age, weight, amount of water consumed, and the amount of lead in the 



water. Children may also be exposed to other significant sources of lead including paint, soil and 
dust. Since blood lead testing is the only way to determine a child’s blood lead level, parents should 
discuss their child’s health history with their child’s physician to determine if blood lead testing is 
appropriate. Pregnant women or women of childbearing age should also consider discussing this 
matter with their physician. 
 
Next Steps 
More testing in the next months and bring in an expert in water and pipe system to determine the 
plumbing materials used throughout the school site. If issues with the plumbing are identified, we will 
be removing and replacing it with safer materials. In the meantime, we will continue to provide bottle 
water to the school site. 
 
We will replace any pipe system to meet county and state requirements.  
 
For more information on reducing lead exposure around your home and the health effects of lead, 
visit EPA’s Web site at www.epa.gov/lead, call the National Lead Information Center at 800-424-
LEAD, or contact your health care provider. 
   
The health and safety of our students and staff is our number one priority.  If you are concerned 
about your child’s health, we recommend you contact your pediatrician. If you have any questions or 
concerns about this issue, please contact the site principal, Mrs. Keila Rodriguez (760-352- 7512), 
keila.rodriguez@meadowswunion.org or my office (760-352-7512), 
mario.garcia@meadowsunion.org so that we may assist. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mario A Garcia 
Superintendent 
Meadows Union School District 
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