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WELCOME TO GRAND VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 
 
This booklet has been specifically prepared for you and your family by your principal, guidance counselor and                 
teachers. Please read it carefully and use it as a guide for making educational decisions during the next four                   
years. 
 
  
  
TO GRAND VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS: 
 

Welcome to the high school. For the past eight years you have more or less taken those subjects which                   
your principal and teachers provided in a curriculum that would give you a basic foundation for the future.                  
There was little opportunity for your choice. You have now reached a point in your education where you must                   
make decisions about what courses to take that will best serve your basic interests and your career goals. 

In today’s modern high school there are only two practical pathways to follow in order to meet and                  
prepare students for the challenges of the future. One pathway is the college preparatory curriculum, which can                 
be provided by the comprehensive high school in four years. The other pathway is the vocational curriculum,                 
which is accomplished by attending and completing the requirements at the high school for two years and then                  
selecting a vocational program which is completed during the next two years at the Ashtabula County Technical                 
and Career Center. In either case, the demands for a skilled and educated workforce to compete in a global                   
economy often require that graduates continue their education in either a four year degree or two year degree                  
institution after graduation. 

With this in mind, carefully read the information in this booklet and proceed in making your choices.                 
Give serious thought to what you might like to do in the future. A visit to the guidance office can provide you                      
with a wealth of information on career opportunities, schools, conditions for employment and educational              
requirements. Discuss your plans with your parents and teachers. They are interested in your welfare and they                 
want you to succeed. 

As you select the courses you will take over the next four years, remember to select courses that you                   
want and that you will need. Do not avoid a course because someone says it is “hard” or take a course because                      
“everyone is taking it.” Be realistic, but don’t be afraid to challenge yourself. It is your future and the future will                     
belong to the best prepared. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 



 
 
 
 

  
  
GRAND VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
The purpose of the Grand Valley High School Guidance Department is to provide assistance to our students by                  
helping them to: 
 

● make a positive adjustment to high school 

● explore their interests, aptitudes and skills 

● schedule classes appropriate for the above 

● develop successful study habits 

● investigate vocational, college and career opportunities 

● plan post-secondary training and education 

● become more responsible and self-reliant individuals  

● resolve social and emotional conflicts 

● consciously choose to lead a healthy lifestyle 

● communicate their needs to their parents/guardians  

● pursue school and community extra-curricular activities 

● achieve academic success and personal fulfillment  

● graduate in a timely manner 

 
The Grand Valley High School Guidance Department also strives to promote positive and meaningful              
communication between the high school and the parents/guardians of our students. 
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MINIMUM GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
The following are the testing & curriculum requirements needed to earn a diploma at Grand Valley High 
School. 
 

Subject Area Units Notes 

English Language Arts 4 Units  

Health ½ Unit  

Physical Education ½ Unit  

Mathematics 4 Units See # 1 Below 

Science 3 Units See #2 Below 

Social Studies 3 Units See #3 Below 

Electives 5 Units See #4 Below 

Fine Arts/ Career Tech 1 Unit See #5 Below 

Total 21 Units  

 
 
 

CORE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE STATE OF OHIO 
1. Mathematics units must include 1 unit of algebra II or the equivalent of algebra II. 
2. Science units must include 1 unit of physical sciences (SCP), 1 unit of life sciences (SCL) 

and 1 unit advanced (SCA) study in one or more of the following sciences: chemistry, 
physics or other physical science; advanced biology or other life science; astronomy, 
physical geology, or other earth or space science. 

3. Social studies units must include World History, American history and American 
government. 

4. Electives units must include one or any combination of world languages, fine arts, 
career-technical education, family and consumer sciences, technology, agricultural 
education or English language arts, mathematics, science or social studies courses not 
otherwise required. 

5. All students must receive instruction in economics and financial literacy during grades 
9-12 and must complete at least two semesters of fine arts taken any time in grades 7-12. 
Students following a career-technical pathway are exempted from the fine arts 
requirement. 
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OHIO HIGH SCHOOL NEW GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

(Beginning with the Class of 2018) 
 

Unchanged 
 
   Complete Ohio Course          State 
   Requirements                      Minimum 
 
   English Language Arts         4 units 
   Health                                   ½ units 
   Mathematics                         4 units  
   Physical Education               ½ units 
   Science                                 3 units 
   Social Studies                       3 units 
   Electives                               5 units 
 
   Other Requirements 
   Fine Arts/Career Tech          1 unit 
 
  Economics and financial literacy 
instruction    required. (Provided at 
GVHS    through completion of 
American  Government) 
 
 

New 
 
All students take end-of-course 
exams: 

● Algebra I and geometry or 
integrated math I and II 

● Biology 
● American history and 

American government 
● English I and English II 
 

Students studying Advanced 
Placement (AP), International 
Baccalaureate (IB) or taking dual 
enrollment courses in physical 
science, American history or 
American government may take 
assessments aligned to those courses 
in lieu of end-of-course exams to 
avoid double testing. 

New 
 
And meet one of the following: 
 
1. Earn a cumulative passing score 
on seven end-of-course exams.  The 
scores will be set by the State Board 
of Education. 
 
2. Earn a “remediation-free” score on 
a nationally recognized college 
admission exam such as ACT or 
SAT.  The state of Ohio will pay for 
all 11th grade students in the Class of 
2018 and beyond to take the exam 
free of charge. 
 
3. Earn a State Board of 
Education-approved, 
industry-recognized credential or a 
state-issued license for practice in a 
career and achieve a score that 
demonstrates workforce readiness 
and employability on a job skills 
assessment. 
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DIPLOMA WITH HONORS 
The student who completes the high school Academic Pathway must meet at least seven of the following eight                  
criteria: 

1. Earn four units of English; 

2. Earn at least four units of mathematics which shall include Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry               
and another higher level course, or a four-year sequence of courses which contains             
equivalent content; 
 

3. Earn at least four units of science including one unit of physics and one unit of Chemistry; 

4. Earn four units of social studies; 

5. Earn three units of world languages (must include no less than two units for which credit is                 
sought), i.e., three units of one world language or two units of two different languages; 

6. Earn one unit of fine arts; 

7. Maintain an overall high school grade point average of at least 3.5 on a four-point scale up                 
to the last grading period of the senior year;  
 

8. Obtain a composite score of 27 on the American college testing services’ ACT assessment              
(excluding the optional writing test) or a combined score of 1210 on the College Board’s               
SAT verbal and mathematics sections (excluding the required writing section). 
 
 

6 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIPLOMA WITH HONORS - VOCATIONAL 
The student who completes an intensive Career-Technical Education Pathway must meet at least seven of the                
following eight criteria: 
 

1. Earn four units of English;  

2. Earn at least four units of mathematics which shall include Algebra I, Algebra II and               
Geometry and another higher level course, or a four-year sequence of courses which             
contains equivalent content; 
 

3. Earn at least four units of science, including two advanced sciences; 

4. Earn four units of social studies; 

5. Earn four units in a career-technical education program that leads to an            
industry-recognized credential, results in an apprenticeship or is part of an articulated            
career pathway, which can lead to post-secondary credit. If the student’s program design             
does not provide for any of these outcomes, then the student must achieve the proficiency               
benchmark established for the applicable Ohio career-technical competency assessment or          
the equivalent; 
 

6. Achieve the proficiency benchmark established for the Ohio Career-Technical         
Competency Assessment (available at http://www.webxam.org/info docs.asp) or       
equivalent assessment aligned with the state-approved and industry validated technical          
standards; 
 

7. Maintain an overall high school grade point average of at least 3.5 on a 4.0 point scale; 

8. Obtain a composite score of 27 on the American College Testing service’s ACT             
assessment (excluding the optional writing test) or a combined score of 1210 on the              
college board’s SAT verbal and mathematics sections (excluding the score). 
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SCHEDULING 
Student schedules for the next school year are initiated and processed during the months of February and                 
March. Final scheduling is usually completed by April. In some instances, courses that are listed herein may be                  
deleted from the master schedule due to insufficient class enrollment; this would apply to any and all classes                  
offered at GVHS including CCP. Sometimes it may be necessary to offer a specific course on alternate years in                   
order to have sufficient enrollment. Increased schedule conflicts arise if a student fails to complete a course at                  
grade level or wishes to schedule classes that are inconsistent with the curricular program. Therefore, students                
are encouraged to do their best and to adhere to a four-year plan. 
 

PROGRAM SELECTION 
All students who graduate from Grand Valley High School are required to have 21 credits. Students should                 
select from one of the following programs. 
 
COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
This is recommended for students considering a four-year college after high school graduation. Students              
considering this area of preparation should have: 

4 units of English 
4 units of Mathematics 
2 units of a World Language at minimum (3 units or more are recommended) 
3 units of Science 
3 units of Social Studies 

 
COLLEGE PREPARATORY SUGGESTED SCHEDULE 

 Grade 9  Grade 10 
CP English I  CP English II  
CP Algebra I Or CP Geometry  CP Geometry Or CP Algebra II 
CP Physical Science  CP Biology  
CP World History  CP US History 
Physical Education   French II or Spanish II 
Health   
French I or Spanish I   
   
   

Grade 11  Grade 12 
American Lit/Composition  English Lit/Composition 
CP Algebra II  or Trigonometry  Trigonometry or Calculus 
Chemistry/Honors Bio. II/#Physics  Physics or Honors Bio. II 
* French III  / Spanish III or  * French IV / Spanish IV or 
   French I / Spanish I         French II / Spanish II 
American Government  Fine Art 
   
   

* Three years of one world language or two years of two world languages are recommended. 
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# Students may take Physics as a junior if they passed CP Algebra II with a B or better.  
CCP courses may be used in place of CP courses. 
 
VOCATIONAL PROGRAM 
This program is primarily designed for those students who plan to attend the vocational school. During the last                  
two years of high school the major emphasis is on technical education and preparation for a 2-year technical                  
school after graduation. 
 

VOCATIONAL PROGRAM SUGGESTED SCHEDULE 
 

Grade 9  Grade 10 
English I   English II  
Algebra I  Geometry 
Physical Science  Biology 
World History   U.S. History 
Physical Education 9   
Health   
   

Suggested Electives:  Suggested Electives: 
Agricultural Science I  Agriculture Science  II 
Art I  Art II 
Personal Wellness & 
Development/ 
Personal Financial 
Management 

 Principle of Nutrition & 
Wellness/Career College 
Readiness 
Construction Tech II 

Computer Literacy   
Construction Technology I   
   

Since this program is primarily designed for the vocational student, the last two years will be spent at the                   
vocational school. All basic requirements must be completed prior to admittance to the vocational school. 
 

DEFINITIONS 
UNIT OF CREDIT 
The unit of credit is the credit the students receive for successful completion of a course. The Carnegie Unit of                    
credit is based on 120 clock hours (150 lab). 
  
PRE-REQUISITE 
A pre-requisite is a course that must be completed prior to admission into another course or a suggested grade in                    
a previous course. 
 
ELECTIVE COURSES 
Those courses students may choose to complete their schedules. 
 
SEMESTER 
The school year is divided into two parts called semesters. Each semester totals 18 weeks. 
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TRANSCRIPT 
An official list of courses taken, together with the credit value and grades received in each course. Transcripts                  
are obtained from the guidance office. 
 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

COLLEGE CREDIT PLUS (CCP) 
College Credit Plus is a program that offers students the opportunity to earn high school credit and college 
credits at the same time by taking college courses at local universities.  Some college courses may be offered 
here at GVHS.  There are specific requirements that must be met in order to be eligible for this program.  Please 
see Mrs. Brumit in the guidance office for details. 
 
CLASS RANK 
Class rank will be based on cumulative grade point average.  This will be calculated at the end of each semester. 
 
GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) 
In calculating grade point average, all courses are given credit toward grade point average. Further information                
concerning this is available in the guidance department. 
 
FULL YEAR CREDIT 
Full year courses must be completed in order for credit to be granted. No credit will be granted for                   
completing ½ year of a full year course. 
 
INCOMPLETE GRADES 
Any student who receives an incomplete grade will arrange with the instructor of the class to make up the work                    
missed within two weeks of that particular grading period’s end.  
 
COURSE SELECTIONS 
Students are expected to follow the original list of classes chosen and scheduled for the entire year. Schedule                  
changes will be permitted with teacher recommendation and parent approval. Any problems that arise because               
of the student’s schedule should be reported to the guidance department. Schedules are locked into place                
after the first two weeks of the class beginning. 
  
SUMMER SCHOOL 
Summer school classes are available at the Ashtabula County Technical and Career Center and other certified                
school districts. For further information, see the guidance department. 
 
GRADE PLACEMENT 
Students are considered to be in the following grades when they have accumulated the necessary credits. The                 
requirements are:  Sophomore 5 credits; Junior 10 credits; Senior 15 credits. 
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SEQUENTIAL ORDER 
All courses must be completed in sequential order. Example: English III cannot be scheduled before a student                 
has completed English II. 
 
COURSE FEE 
Certain courses have approved fees to help defray the cost of materials used in class. Course fees must be paid                    
in order to receive report cards and to graduate on schedule. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
Students enrolling in any Advanced Placement (AP) course will be required to take the end of the year 
Advanced Placement exam.  The cost of the exam (s) is set by the College Board and changes each year. 
 
WEIGHTED GRADES 
All College Credit Plus, Advanced Placement, Honors and higher level World Language courses (III/IV) will 
receive weighted grades.  These courses will have more value when factoring GPA’s and class rank. A letter 
grade of an “A” in a non-weighted class will be worth 4.0.  A letter grade of an “A” in a weighted class will be 
worth 4.5.  This added value (.5) will apply to the entire grading scale. 

 
 

GRADING SCALE 
Non Weighted Weighted 
   A = 4.0   A = 4.5 
   B = 3.0   B = 3.5 
   C = 2.0   C = 2.5 
   D = 1.0 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

 
 
1. Can I go to college if I don’t take the college preparatory courses? 
 
The recommended college preparatory curriculum includes 4 units of English, 4 units of mathematics, 3 units of                 
science, 3 units of social science and 3 units of foreign language. Students who pursue this curriculum will have                   
a strong preparation for college, which when combined with proper motivation and study habits, should result in                 
unconditional acceptance to most colleges and universities. 
 
Students who lack the above preparatory courses can be accepted at a state university. The acceptance is                 
conditional. This means that during their freshman year they may be asked to take courses necessary to build                  
skills in English, Math, Science, Social Studies and Language courses. Credit for these remedial courses is                
usually NOT counted toward graduation from college.  However, you will still be expected to pay for them. 
 
2. Can I change from one program to another? 
 
A student can change from one program to another. However, there may not be enough time to schedule the                   
required number of courses to meet the program requirements.  
 
3. Can I drop a subject? 
 
Serious and careful consideration must be given before signing up for subjects. If, however, a student wants to                  
drop a subject, the following criteria must be met: 

1.  No more than two full weeks of the semester have transpired. 
2.  The course load of the student will not fall below five credits per day. 
3.  Teacher/parent/counselor approval is obtained. 

 
* Note: On the rare occasion of a course being dropped, the student will automatically be assigned an F for the                     
final grade and this will affect the student’s GPA. 
  
* It may not be possible to enroll in another class after two weeks have transpired. 
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COURSE OFFERINGS 
 
 

AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE CREDIT 
Agricultural Science I 1.25 
Agricultural Science II 1.25 
Agricultural Science III 1.25 
Agricultural Science IV 1.25 
Ag Related 1.00 
Construction Technology I  1.00 
Construction Technology II 1.00 
Principles of Construction  A 0.05 
Principles of Construction  B 0.05 

 
 

ART CREDIT 
Art I 1.00 
Art II 1.00 
Art III 1.00 
Art IV 1.00 
3-D Art 1.00 
AP Drawing 1.00 

 
 

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY CREDIT 
Computer Literacy 1.00 
Computer Graphics 0.50 
Website Development 0.50 
Technology-Productivity Tools 0.50 
Technology-Communication Tools 0.50 
Computer Programming/Software Develop 1.00 

 
 

ENGLISH CREDIT 
English I 1.00 
English II 1.00 
English III 1.00 
English IV 1.00 
CP English I 1.00 
CP English II 1.00 
CP American Literature/Composition 1.00 
CP British Literature/Composition 1.00 
Critical Perspectives in the Information Age*** 1.00 
Comprehensive Communications 1.00 
 
AP English Language and Composition 1.00 
Honors English 1.00 
CCP: College Writing I 1.00 
CCP: College Writing II 1.00 
CCP: Great Books II*** 1.00 
CCP: Major Modern Authors*** 1.00 

 
 

FAMILY/CONSUMER CREDIT 
Personal Wellness & Development 0.50 
Personal Financial Management 0.50 
Principles of Food 0.50 
Human Growth & Development 0.50 
Principles of Nutrition & Wellness 0.50 
Career College Readiness 0.50 
Culinary Fundamentals 0.50 
Textile Design Const & Maintenance 0.50 

 
 
 

MATHEMATICS CREDIT 
Algebra I 1.00 
Geometry 1.00 
Algebra II-A 1.00 
Algebra II-B 1.00 
CP Algebra I 1.00 
CP Algebra II 1.00 
CP Geometry 1.00 
Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus 1.00 
CCP: Trigonometry 1.00 
AP Calculus 1.00 
 

 
MULTIMEDIA CREDIT 

Interactive Multimedia I 3.00 
Interactive Multimedia II 3.00 
 

 
 

MUSIC CREDIT 
Band 1.00 
Jazz Band 1.00 
Choir 1.00 
 

 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION CREDIT 
Physical Education I 0.25 
Physical Education II 0.25 
Weight Training and Personal Fitness 1.00 
Health 0.50 
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SCIENCE CREDIT 
Physical Science 1.00 
CP Physical Science 1.00 
Biology I 1.00 
CP Biology  I 1.00 
Environmental Science 1.00 
Chemistry 1.00 
Honors Biology II 1.00 
Physics 1.00 
Robotics I and II *** 1.00 

 
 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES CREDIT 
US History 1.00 
CP US History 1.00 
World History 1.00 
CP World History 1.00 
The Geopolitical World*** 1.00 
American Government 1.00 
CP American Government 1.00 
Psychology *** 0.50 
Sociology*** 0.50 
CCP: Early American History 1.00 
CCP: US History: Modern Period 1.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   WORLD LANGUAGE     CREDIT 
French I 1.00 
French II 1.00 
French III 1.00 
French IV 1.00 
Spanish I 1.00 
Spanish II 1.00 
Spanish III 1.00 
Spanish IV 1.00 
 
 
***These are elective courses on the GV campus.  They do 
not count for Math, Science, Social Studies or English Core 
Credit. 
 
 
Courses in Bold Print = Weighted Classes 
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AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
 

AG SCIENCE CREDIT LENGTH OF  
COURSE 

COURSE  
FEE 

GRADE 
LEVEL 

Agricultural Science I 1.25 1 Year Yes 9, 10, 11, or 12 
Agricultural Science II 1.25 1 Year Yes 10, 11, or 12 
Agricultural Science III 1.25 1 Year Yes 11 or 12 
Agricultural Science IV 1.25 1 Year Yes 12 

Ag Related 1.00 1 Year Yes 11 or 12 
Construction Technology I 1.00 1 Year Yes 9,10,11,or 12 
Construction Technology II 1.00 1 Year Yes 10, 11, 12 
Principles of Construction A .50 Semester Yes 9,10,11, or 12 
Principles of Construction B .50 Semester Yes 9,10,11, or 12 

 
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE I 
The course covers introduction to FFA, introduction to topics in agriculture, the basics of livestock, dairy, crop                 
production, and project records. Basic arc welding, and basic woodworking are covered in the shop. FFA                
activities are encouraged. Individual educational experience project must be completed. 
 
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE II 
The course covers soil and water conservation, soil science, nutrients, crop production, forestry, and wildlife.               
Plasma cutting, more advanced welding, and wood-working are covered in shop. FFA activities are              
encouraged.  Individual educational experience project with project records must be completed. 
 

Prerequisite:  Ag Science I and Instructor permission 
 
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE III 
The course covers advanced topics in agronomy, animal science, and farm management are covered. More               
advanced skills in stick welding, MIG welding, and gas welding are developed. Individual advanced shop               
projects are required. FFA activities are encouraged. Individual educational experience project with project             
records must be completed. 
 

Prerequisite:  Ag Science II and Instructor permission 
 
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE IV 
The course covers advanced topics in agronomy, animal science, aquaculture, and farm management are              
covered. More advanced skills in electricity, stick welding, MIG welding, and gas welding are developed in the                 
shop. Individual advanced shop projects are required. FFA activities are encouraged. Individual educational             
experience project with project records must be completed. 
 

Prerequisite:  Ag Science III and Instructor permission. 
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AG RELATED 
This course is available to students who wish to have extra time in the shop/lab to complete self-determined or                   
group projects. Projects may involve farm machinery, lawn and garden, metal fabrication, wood fabrication,              
basic electrical wiring, masonry, and machinery assembly, adjustment or servicing. Automotive work is not              
permitted. Extensive painting is not permitted. FFA activities are encouraged. Course is not open concurrently               
with Ag Science II.  Course may be taken concurrently with Ag Science III and Ag Science IV.  

 
Prerequisite:  Ag Science I and II and Instructor permission. 

 
CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY I 
This course is designed for the students to learn the principles in basic safety, general construction math, hand 
and power tool operation and safety and communication skills needed in the construction industry.  Students 
will develop a basic understanding of and perform introductory assignments in general masonry, carpentry, 
electrical, plumbing and structural systems.  This course will be a mix of classroom learning and hands on 
learning.  There is a fee associated with this course. 
 

 
CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY II 
This course will cover OSHA standards and requirements as they apply to the construction industry, 
construction safety, crew leadership skills, plan design and site preparation.  Students will develop and design 
plans and complete assignments using the plans in masonry, carpentry, electrical, plumbing and structural 
systems.  This course will be a mix of classroom learning and hands on learning.  Students  must have 
completed and passed Construction Technology I to be eligible for this course.  There is a course fee associated 
with this course. 
 

Prerequisite: Construction Technology I 
 
 
PRINCIPLES OF CONSTRUCTION A 
Students will engage in the introductory skills utilized in working with various wood construction materials. 
They will learn the personal and shop safety, basic measuring tools, hand tools and machines common to wood 
and construction.  Students will use these skills to build basic projects throughout the course.  This will be a mix 
of classroom learning and hands on learning.  There is a fee associated with this course. 
 
 
PRINCIPLES OF CONSTRUCTION B 
Students will engage in the introductory skills utilized in working with various metal construction materials. 
They will learn the personal and shop safety, basic measuring tools, hand tools, and machines common to metal 
and construction.  Students will use these skills to build basic projects throughout the course. This will be a mix 
of classroom learning and hands on learning.  There is a fee associated with this course. 
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ART DEPARTMENT 
 

ART CREDIT LENGTH OF 
COURSE 

COURSE 
FEE 

GRADE 
LEVEL 

Art I 1.00 1 Year Yes 9, 10, 11, or 12 
Art II 1.00 1 Year Yes 10, 11, or 12 
Art III 1.00 1 Year Yes 11 or 12 
Art IV 1.00 1 Year Yes 12 

3-D Art 1.00 1 Year Yes 10, 11, or 12 
              AP Studio Art           1.00    1 Year Yes       11, 12

 
 
ART I 
Art I is an introduction to the basics of art with an emphasis on the studio experience. It is the foundation all                      
other art classes build upon. Traditional drawing and painting techniques are taught and students also have the                 
opportunity to develop their creativity in other medias. Art history is an integral part of the class allowing                  
exposure to artists and other cultures. Out of class assignments in drawing and art history are required. 

  
ART II 
Art II is a continuation of the exploration in studio skills and techniques acquired in Art I with an emphasis on                     
twentieth century art and artists. Outside assignments in drawing and art history are required. 

  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Art I 
  

ART III 
Art III is an in depth exploration of studio skills that emphasizes creative problem solving. Reflective writing                 
and art criticism are also areas of investigation. Using the foundation skills acquired in Art I and II, students are                    
encouraged to develop their personal artistic style. Outside assignments in drawing and art history are required. 

  
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Art I and Art II and Instructor permission  
 

ART IV 
Art IV is the application of artistic skills and techniques to highly individualized creative problem solving                
experiences and portfolio preparation. Reflective writing, art history and aesthetics are all components of this               
advanced class. Outside assignments in drawing and art history are required. 

  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Art I, Art II, Art III and Instructor permission 
  

3-D SCULPTURE AND CRAFTS 
Take your art off the page! This class focuses on three-dimensional design utilizing a variety of materials                 
(including clay) incorporating sculptural and craft techniques. Individual as well as group projects will be               
explored with an emphasis on creative problem solving and craftsmanship.  
 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Art I and Instructor permission 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT DRAWING (STUDIO ART) 
The ADVANCED PLACEMENT Studio Art course is intended for highly motivated students who are seriously               
interested in the study of art after high school. This course involves significantly more commitment and                
accomplishment than the typical high school art course. Students will complete the College Board              
ADVANCED PLACEMENT Portfolio requirements to have the opportunity to receive ADVANCED           
PLACEMENT Credit. The student is required to complete rigorous summer assignments previous to the start               
of the school year. The student will need access to a digital camera and computer to upload the assignments                   
during the summer and to upload work for review to ADVANCED PLACEMENT at the end of the course.                  
Class materials fee: $32.00 THE ADVANCED PLACEMENT EXAM FEE IS DETERMINED BY THE             
COLLEGE BOARD. 
 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Art 1, 2, 3 and teacher permission  
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COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
 

TECHNOLOGY CREDIT LENGTH OF 
COURSE 

COURSE 
FEE 

GRADE 
LEVEL 

Computer Literacy 1.00 1 Year Yes 9, 10, 11, or 12 
Technology-Productivity Tools 0.50 1 Semester Yes  10, 11, or 12 

Technology-Comm. Tools 0.50 1 Semester Yes  10, 11, or 12 
Website Development 0.50 1 Semester Yes  10, 11, or 12 
Computer Graphics 0.50 1 Semester Yes  10, 11, or 12 

Computer Programming/Software 
Development 

1.00 All Year Yes 10, 11, or 12 

  
COMPUTER LITERACY/INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
This course focuses on the understanding of computer hardware, software and current technology in today’s               
world. Word processing and keyboarding skills are emphasized as well as application software that              
incorporates spreadsheet and presentation programs. All students are highly encouraged to enroll in this course               
to obtain the skills needed to function in today’s world.  
 

There is no prerequisite for the course and no prior knowledge is required. 
 
TECHNOLOGY-PRODUCTIVITY TOOLS 
Productivity Tools focuses on understanding software to create material to be used in fields such as science, 
mathematics, engineering and business.  Course work focuses on spreadsheet software to increase personal 
productivity and manage information.  
 

Prerequisite: Computer Literacy 
 
TECHNOLOGY-COMMUNICATION TOOLS 
Communication Tools focuses on communication software such as web, apps and programming applications.             
Students learn to create material that will be used in job fields such as business, marketing and journalism.  
 

Prerequisite: Computer Literacy 
 
WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT 
In this course students learn HTML and CSS coding languages to create web sites and web applications. Web                  
site design and implementation is heavy focused on. Students will also be exposed to visual web site                 
application software. 

 
Prerequisite:  Computer Literacy 
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COMPUTER GRAPHICS 
Course includes design techniques to generate computer graphics for use in a variety of fields. Topics include                 
the use of tools to draw, import, edit, create, animate and design original artworks. Photography skills are a                  
focus with the use of professional equipment provided. Image editing and publishing software are utilized to                
create original material. 
 

Prerequisite:  Computer Literacy 
 
3-D TECHNIQUES 
Students will use current industry standard commercial and open source programming software to create 3-D               
visual elements in a web or standalone environment. Students will learn aspects of computer visual production,                
thought, and application; to map out, design, and test three-dimensional elements.  
 

Prerequisite:  Computer Literacy 
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

ENGLISH CREDIT LENGTH OF 
COURSE 

COURSE 
FEE 

GRADE 
LEVEL 

English I  1.00 1 Year No 9 
English II 1.00 1 Year No 10 
English III 1.00 1 Year No 11 
English IV 1.00 1 Year No 12 

CP English I 1.00 1 Year No 9 
 CP English II 1.00 1 Year No 10 

CP American Lit/Comp.  1.00 1 Year No 11 
CP British Lit/Comp.  1.00 1 Year No 12 
Critical Perspectives 1.00 1 Year No 11 or 12 

Comprehensive Communications 1.00 1 Year No 12 
AP English Lit & Composition 1.00 1 Year No 11 or 12 

Honors English 1.00 1 Year No 11 or 12 
CCP: College Writing I and II 1.00 Semester No 9-12 

CCP: Great Books II 1.00 Semester No 9-12  
CCP: Major Modern Authors 1.00 Semester  No 9-12 

 
ENGLISH I 
This class reinforces the basic skills of reading, writing, and oral use of the English language. Students will                  
study how to express themselves clearly, correctly, and in a structurally organized manner. Comprehension              
strategies are developed through the reading of various genres of literature from around the world and                
throughout history. 
 
ENGLISH II 
This class reinforces the basic skills of reading, writing, and oral use of the English language. Students will                  
grow in their continued study of how to express themselves clearly, correctly, and in a structurally organized                 
manner. Comprehension strategies are developed through the reading of various genres of literature from              
around the world and throughout history. 

Prerequisite: English I 
 
ENGLISH III 
This course offers exposure to various genres of American literature with emphasis on character analysis and                
further developing comprehension skills. Vocabulary growth is addressed along with additional review of             
proper grammar usage for writing compositions. 

Prerequisite: English II 
 
ENGLISH IV 
This course places emphasis on the reading of novels with independent student choices. There is also an                 
abundance of writing concentrating mainly on literary analysis. 

Prerequisite: English III 
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CP ENGLISH I  
Students will be acquainted with a variety of literature characterized by a high level of reading and analysis. 
Students will study highly organized and structurally appropriate composition to communicate their analysis 
with an academic voice in writing. 

Prerequisite: “A/B” grades in previous English courses is recommended 
 
CP ENGLISH II  
Students will be acquainted with a variety of literature characterized by a high level of reading and analysis. 
Students will study highly organized and structurally appropriate composition to communicate their analysis 
with an academic voice in writing establishing an advanced level of MLA styling and formatting. 

Prerequisite: English I  
 
CP AMERICAN LITERATURE/COMPOSITION  
This course is a study of various genres of literature with an emphasis on American authors. The heavy                  
emphasis in reading is concentrated on the critical analysis of varied genres of literature. It is assumed that the                   
student has grade-level comprehension skills. 

Prerequisite: English II  
 
CP BRITISH LITERATURE/COMPOSITION  
This course is a study of various genres of literature with an emphasis on British authors spanning all eras                   
throughout the history of British Literature. The composition emphasis will be focused on             
academic/argumentative writing in order to prepare students for essay and research writing that they will               
experience in college.  It is assumed that the student has grade-level comprehension and writing skills. 

Prerequisite: American Literature/Composition or English III 
 
CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES IN THE INFORMATION AGE  
“Critical Perspectives” refers to composing, comprehending, interpreting, analyzing, and appreciating the           
language and texts of both print and non-print media forms. Students will study how these different media                 
forms (both print and non-print) constantly interact, and how they are influenced by (and influence) our                
language and culture during the time period within which we live, termed “The Information Age.”  

Prerequisite: CP English II or “A/B” Average in English II 
 
COMPREHENSIVE COMMUNICATIONS 
Students will complete a survey of speech, including listening, small group , interpersonal, and mass               
communications, with a focus on public speaking.  
 
 
AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 
The AP English Literature and Composition course is a typical introductory college literature course.  It 
includes intensive study of representative works from various genres, periods, and cultures, concentrating on 
works of recognized literary merit.  One learns to read deliberately and thoroughly, to understand a work’s 
complexity, to absorb its richness of meaning, and to analyze how that meaning is embodied in literary form. 

22 
 



 
 
 
 

One also learns to consider the social and historical values a work reflects and embodies.  Careful attention to 
textual detail and historical context provides a foundation for interpreting a text.  
Writing is also an integral part of the course.  Writing assignments address the critical analysis of literature and 
include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays.  In addition,  creative-writing assignments such as 
response and reaction papers, free writing, or keeping a journal will help one see from the inside how literature 
is written.  The goal of both types of writing is to increase the ability to explain clearly and cogently and 
understand about literary works and one’s interpretation. 
The current exam fee is $94.00. 

Prerequisite:  CP English I, CP English II and teacher permission 
 
HONORS ENGLISH 
Honors English is an upper level lecture, discussion, and collaboratively structured course based on the belief 
that reading, thinking, discussing, and writing about culturally influential works of literature from the Western 
Tradition should be part of becoming an educated person.  The course will examine some of the most influential 
works from classical times through the eras of British and American literature and examine the impacts in our 
modern day society as well as taking into account the texts’ positions within the historical era within which they 
are set. 

Prerequisite:  two of the three following classes: College Writing I, AP English, College Writing II – 
or, one of the three AND teacher recommendation. 
 
CCP: COLLEGE WRITING I 
English 11011 is a University level course with close reading, animated discussion, and argumentative 
composition.  The aim is not to teach you what you should think about your content, but equips you with an 
ability to be able to educate yourself through the writing process so that you may find for yourself what you 
think about your content.  To this end, you will be engaged in academic writing (audience consideration, word 
choice, effective sentencing, and productive revision), collaborative group work, and critical reading of 
non-fiction work, with the goal being to compose quality composition that “says something!”  

Prerequisite:  Proof of acceptance to Kent State Ashtabula and requisite test scores.  
Sequence: Semester 1 

 
CCP: COLLEGE WRITING II 
This course will be a continuation of college-level writing instruction with emphasis on research and inquiry, 
culminating in a lengthy written and/or multi-modal project.  

Prerequisite:  Eng 11011 with a grade of a C-. 
 
CCP: GREAT BOOKS II: 1700 TO PRESENT 
Incorporating texts from 1700 to the present, Great Books II is a lecture/discussion course based on the belief 
that reading, thinking, and talking about culturally influential works of literature from the Western Tradition 
should be part of becoming an educated person.  In this effort, we’ll examine works that history has deemed as 
“great” and newer texts that may one day be considered “great” as we are introduced to, and determine for 
ourselves, what makes a work great.  No one should take a Great Books course unless he or she is prepared to 
do extensive, challenging and time-consuming reading. 
 

Prerequisite:  Proof of acceptance to Kent State Ashtabula and requisite test scores. 
Sequence: Semester 2 
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CCP: MAJOR MODERN WRITERS: BRITISH AND UNITED STATES 
This course will be an introduction to British and U.S. writers of the 20th and 21st centuries.  The class will focus 
primarily on the study of works in their literary and cultural contexts, as well as taking the personal background 
of each author into consideration.  No one should take a Major Modern Writers course unless he or she is 
prepared to do extensive, challenging and time-consuming reading. 
 

Prerequisite:  Acceptance into Kent State University Ashtabula 
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FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES DEPARTMENT 
 
 

FAMILY & CONSUMER 
SCIENCES CREDIT LENGTH OF 

 COURSE 
COURSE 

FEE 
GRADE 
LEVEL 

Personal Wellness and Development 0.50 Semester No 9, 10, 11, & 12 
Personal Financial Management  0.50 Semester No 9, 10, 11, & 12 

Principles of Nutrition and Wellness 0.50 Semester Yes 9, 10, 11, & 12 
Career and College Readiness 0.50 Semester No 9, 10, 11, & 12 

Principles of Food 0.50 Semester Yes 9, 10, 11, & 12 
Textile Design, Constr. and Maint. 0.50 Semester Yes 9, 10, 11, & 12 

Culinary Fundamentals 0.50 Semester Yes  10, 11, & 12 
Human Growth and Development 0.50 Semester No 9, 10, 11, & 12 

 
PERSONAL WELLNESS AND DEVELOPMENT 
In this course students will develop a personalized approach to healthy living. An emphasis will be placed on                  
developing personal health for an adolescent that can be used as they transition through life. Additional topics                 
will focus on problem-solving, work ethics, nutritional and food selections, family dynamics and personal              
health. 
 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
In this course students will develop personal financial plans for individual personal well-being. Throughout the               
course, students will develop financial literacy skills to provide a basis for responsible citizenship and career                
success. Additional topics will include analyzing services from financial institutions, consumer protection,            
investing and risk management. 
 
CAREER AND COLLEGE READINESS 
In this course students will develop effective learning strategies and skills to provide a strong foundation for                 
successful lifelong learning. Throughout the course, students will research careers and occupations, review             
postsecondary admissions qualifications, develop interviewing skills and participate in internships. Additional           
topics will include principles and techniques of professionalism, networking, conflict-resolution, negotiation,           
leadership and entrepreneurship. 
 
PRINCIPLES OF NUTRITION AND WELLNESS 
In this course, students will use principles of nutrition to ensure a healthy body throughout the lifecycle. An                  
emphasis will be placed on planning and preparing meals with an understanding of nutrients and their benefits,                 
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portion control and dietary needs. Additional information will include steroid and supplemental use, body              
weight and management and the implementation of physical activity to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 
 
PRINCIPLES OF FOOD 
In this course, students will gain knowledge in food selection criteria and apply preparation methods to promote                 
a healthy lifestyle. Students will apply cooking methods, ingredient selection and nutritional information in the               
context of selected food dishes. Throughout this course, basic food safety and sanitation techniques will be                
emphasized.  
Fee $28.00  
 
TEXTILE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE 
In this course, students will study the visual appearance of fabric and fashion design.  Students will identify, 
analyze and apply production processes and techniques to textiles.  Additional topics will include the 
maintenance and alterations of textile products, including home interior accessories and garments. 
Fee $25.00 
 
CULINARY FUNDAMENTALS 
In this course, students will apply fundamental culinary techniques, such as knife handling skills and the                
recognition, selection and proper use of tools and equipment. An emphasis will be placed on management of                 
time, ingredients and equipment. Students will apply standard recipe conversions using proper scaling and              
measurement techniques. 
Fee $25.00 

Prerequisite:  Healthy and Safe Foods 
 

HUMAN GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT 
In this course, students will analyze human growth and development throughout the lifespan. An emphasis will                
be placed on physical, cognitive, social and emotional growth and development. Additional topics will include               
human characteristics and traits, genetic defects, parenting styles and responsibilities and cultural differences             
within a family unit and community. 
 
Upon successful completion of the Family and Consumer Sciences courses, students will 
NOT be permitted to repeat the class.  
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MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 
 

MATHEMATICS CREDIT LENGTH OF 
COURSE 

COURSE 
FEE 

GRADE 
LEVEL 

Algebra IA 
Algebra IB 
Algebra I 

1.00 
1.00 
1.00 

1 Year 
1 Year 
1 Year 

No 
No 
No 

9 
9 
9 

Geometry        1.00 1 Year No 10  
Algebra II-A 1.00 1 Year No 11 or 12 
Algebra II-B 1.00 1 Year No 12 
CP Algebra I 1.00 1 Year No 9 
CP Geometry 1.00 1 Year No 9 or 10 
CP Algebra II 1.00 1 Year No  10, 11 

CCP:Trigonometry 1.00 1 Year No 9-12 
AP Calculus 1.00 1 Year No 12 

Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus 1.00 1 Year No 11-12 
 
ALGEBRA IA  
An in depth study of the concepts of the first half of a college preparatory Algebra I class.  Topics to be covered 
are: Foundations of Algebra (Variables and expressions, order of operations, evaluating expressions, number 
systems, properties of real numbers, binary operations with real numbers, the distributive property, and equation 
introduction); Solving Equations (Multiple techniques to solving equations, literal equations and formulas, 
ratios, rates, and conversions, solving proportions, applications of proportions, and percents); Solving 
Inequalities (inequalities and their number line graphs, multiple techniques to solve and graph inequalities, 
working with sets, compound inequalities, absolute value equations and inequalities, and unions/intersections of 
sets); An Introduction to Functions (using graphs to relate two quantities, patterns and linear functions, patterns 
and non-linear functions, graphing a function rule, writing a function rule, formalizing relations and functions, 
arithmetic sequences); Linear Functions (rate of change and slope, direct variation, multiple formats of linear 
equations including point-slope, slope-intercept and standard form, parallel and perpendicular lines, scatter plots 
and linear regressions, graphing absolute value functions); Systems of Equations and Inequalities (solving 
systems of equations by graphing, substitution, and variable elimination, applying systems of linear equations, 
linear inequalities, solving systems of linear, applying systems of linear inequalities). 
 
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation Only 

 
ALGEBRA IB  
An in depth study of the concepts of the second half of a college preparatory Algebra I class.  Topics to be 
covered are:  Exponents and Exponential Functions (zero and negative exponents, rules of same base exponents, 
rational exponents and reduced radicals, exponential functions, exponential growth and decay, and geometric 
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sequences); Polynomials and Factoring (application of binary operations to polynomials and monomials, 
multiplying binomials, factoring quadratic equations using FOIL, common terms and grouping strategies); 
Quadratic Functions and Equations (Quadratic Graphs and their properties, quadratic functions, solving 
quadratic functions, factoring to solve quadratic equations, completing the square, the quadratic formula and its 
discriminant, linear, quadratic and exponential models, systems of linear and quadratic equations); Radical 
Expressions and Equations (pythagorean theorem, simplifying radicals, operations with radical expressions, 
solving radical equations, graphing square root functions, trigonometric ratios); Rational Expressions and 
Functions (simplifying rational expressions, multiplying and dividing rational expressions, dividing 
polynomials, adding and subtracting rational expressions, solving rational equations, inverse variation, graphing 
rational functions); Data Analysis and Probability (organizing data using matrices, frequency tables and 
histograms, measures of central tendency and dispersion, box-and-whisker plots, samples and surveys, 
permutations and combinations, theoretical and experimental probability, probability of compound events) 
 
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation Only 
 
ALGEBRA I 
This includes courses with an algebra focus such as Basic Algebra, Informal Algebra, or Applied Algebra 
 
GEOMETRY 
This includes courses with a geometry focus such as Basic Geometry, Informal Geometry, or Applied 
Geometry. 
 

Prerequisite:  Algebra I 
 
ALGEBRA II-A 
This course will be a further study of Algebra.  The course will focus on equations, inequalities, graphs, linear 
systems, and a variety of functions. 
 

Prerequisite:  Geometry 
 
ALGEBRA II-B 
This course will be an extension of Algebra IIA.  The course will focus on rational functions, sequences, basic 
trigonometry, conic sections, statistics and matrices. 
 

Prerequisite:  Algebra II-A 
 
CP ALGEBRA I 
This is an in-depth study of algebraic concepts and processes to represent and solve problems that involve 
variable quantities.  This includes using and relating graphical and symbolic representations and techniques. 
 

Prerequisite:  “B” or better in 8th grade Math & 8th Grade Teacher Recommendation 
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CP GEOMETRY 
This is an in-depth study of two and three-dimensional geometry including representing problem situations 
using geometric models, deductive reasoning, and geometry from an algebraic perspective. 
 

Prerequisite:   CP Algebra I 
 
CP ALGEBRA II 
This course will study further algebraic concepts and processes such as matrices, vectors, and logarithmic and 
trigonometric functions. 
 

Prerequisite:  CP Geometry 
 
TRIGONOMETRY/PRE-CALCULUS 
This will be an in depth study of trigonometric and circular functions including modeling, graphing and 
connecting to polar coordinates, complex numbers and series. 
 

Prerequisite:  CP Algebra II 
 
 
CCP: TRIGONOMETRY 
This will be an in-depth study of trigonometric functions including their graphs, modelling and applications. 
Students will find and study solutions of triangles, trigonometric equations and identities.  The course is also 
intended to prepare students for a Calculus course. 
 

Prerequisite:   An “A” or “B” in CP Algebra II and possibly criteria set forth by the university 
 
 
AP CALCULUS 
This course will be a formal study of topics from calculus that is not associated with the Advanced Placement 
Program.  It includes the study of limit, series, and differentiation and integration.  
ADVANCED PLACEMENT EXAM FEE:  TBA 

 
Prerequisite:  Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus or CCP Trigonometry 
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MULTIMEDIA DEPARTMENT 
 

MULTIMEDIA CREDIT LENGTH OF 
COURSE 

COURSE 
FEE 

GRADE 
LEVEL 

Interactive Multimedia I 3.00 1 Year (3 periods per day) No 11 or 12 
 Interactive Multimedia II 3.00 1 Year (3 periods per day) No 12 

 
INTERACTIVE MULTIMEDIA I & II 
Students training in the area of Interactive Multimedia will become competent in creating, designing and               
producing interactive multimedia products and services. This program of study emphasizes the development of              
digitally generated or computer-enhanced media. Students will use multimedia technology to develop products             
and programs for business, training, entertainment, communications and marketing. This program has an             
Articulation Agreement for Interactive Multimedia Technologies with Ohio College Tech Prep with Lakeland             
Community College. Math, science, English and communication concepts are considered as essential and             
integral parts of the programs competencies. 
 
This two-year, three periods a day class funded by the Ashtabula County JVS is held here at Grand Valley High                    
School.  It follows the Arts and Communication standards of the state of Ohio. 
 

Prerequisite: Open to Grades 11-12 
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

MUSIC CREDIT LENGTH OF 
COURSE 

COURSE 
FEE 

GRADE 
LEVEL 

Band 1.00 1 Year Yes 9, 10, 11, or 12 
Choir 1.00 1 Year Yes 9, 10, 11, or 12 

  Jazz Band  1.00     1 Year No         9, 10, 11 or 12  
 
BAND 
Band is a co-curricular performing group. Rehearsals and performances outside the normal school day are               
required. Eligibility is determined by the director through auditions. During football season emphasis is placed               
on precision marching and musical showmanship. Concert season stresses individual and group musicianship             
including theory, literature, and proper playing techniques. Extra opportunities such as Solo and Ensemble              
competition, Honor Bands, and musical community service are available for interested members. Eligibility for              
band is by the director’s discretion. 
 

Prerequisite: Previous training in instrumental music 
 
JAZZ BAND 
Jazz Band will explore the genre of jazz, its various components (such as improvisation), various forms (big 
band, combo, etc.).  The group may perform outside of the school day and may require a specific uniform. 
Performances are mandatory.  The class is open to any student who is also enrolled in high school band and 
must have permission of the band director.  This class is a supplement to, and should be scheduled along with 
high school band.  There is no course fee for Jazz Band. 
 

Prerequisite:  Permission and Enrollment in High School Band 
 
 
CHOIR 
Choir meets five days per week. Course study includes the physical approach to correct singing through proper                 
vocal technique, heavy stress on musical literary through sight-reading vocal scores, and the performing of great                
choral literature from the Renaissance through the modern era. Performances are mandatory and a variety of                
extra-curricular activities are available for interested members such as show choir, choir and solo and ensemble                
contest. Eligibility for choir is by Director’s discretion.  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/ 
HEALTH  CREDIT LENGTH OF  

COURSE 
COURSE 

FEE 
GRADE 
LEVEL 

Physical Education 9 0.25 Semester No 9 
Physical Education 10 0.25 Semester No 10 

Weight Training and Personal 
Fitness 

1.00 1 Year No 11, 12 

Health 0.50 Semester No 9 
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION I AND II 
This course will be offered to all 9th and 10th grade students, and passing both is required for graduation. The                    
class meets every day each week for one semester. The purpose of this course is to not only work on personal                     
health and fitness goals, but also to teach the students responsibilities that go beyond the classroom. A variety                  
of topics will be covered during the semester, such as: flag football, basketball, speedball, and floor hockey.                 
Every Friday the student will be required to complete a fitness workout. 
 
 
 
WEIGHT TRAINING AND PERSONAL FITNESS 
The course will allow the students to develop a personal total body fitness program.  This program will be the 
basis for achieving their athletic goals and/or lifetime fitness goals. The student will be introduced to the major 
muscle groups of the body and learn their names, locations, actions and how to train these muscles.  This course 
includes lecture and activity sessions, developing personal weight training, strength, power, speed and 
endurance programs.  The course will promote the development of movement, skill, knowledge, self-image, 
fitness, personal and social growth. 
 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Permission 
 
HEALTH 
Health education will help prepare students for effective living by giving them the knowledge needed to strive                 
toward optimal wellness. Topics such as wellness, obesity, eating disorders, alcohol, tobacco, and drug use will                
be covered during this semester course. Health-related vocabulary terms will provide the foundation of              
knowledge. The National Safety Council will also provide a two-year CPR certification course during the               
semester. 
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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
 

SCIENCE CREDIT LENGTH OF 
COURSE 

COURSE 
FEE 

GRADE 
LEVEL 

Physical Science 1.00 1 Year No 9 
CP Physical Science 1.00 1 Year No 9 

Biology 1.00 1 Year No 10 or 11 
CP Biology  1.00 1 Year Yes 9,10, 11, or 12 

Environmental Science 1.00 1 Year No 11 or 12 
Chemistry 1.00 1 Year Yes 10, 11 or 12 

Honors Biology II 1.00 1 Year Yes 11 or 12 
Physics 1.00 1 Year No 11 or 12 

Robotics I and II 1.00 1 Year  Yes 11 or 12 
 
PHYSICAL SCIENCE 
Physical Science is a course that deals with the fundamental principles of physical science.  Included in the 
study are atoms, matter, energy, gravitational forces, waves, weather, earth cycles and the solar systems.  Thus, 
Physical Science explores the three branches of science, including Chemistry, Physics and Earth Science. 
Physical Science is designated as a non-laboratory class. 
 
 
 
CP PHYSICAL SCIENCE 
CP Physical Science is a course that deals with the fundamental principles of physical science. Included in the                  
study are atoms, matter, energy, gravitational forces, waves, weather, earth cycles, and the solar systems. Thus,                
CP Physical Science explores the three branches of science, including Chemistry, Physics, and Earth science.               
Students will investigate mathematical concepts as they relate to the physical world. Physical Science is               
designated as a non-laboratory class. 

Prerequisite: Must be enrolled in CP Algebra or higher 
 

 
BIOLOGY I 
Biology is a course that deals with the fundamental principles of life science. The focus of the class will include                    
cellular structures and functions, genetics and inheritance, organisms and their structures, components of the              
ecosystems, and modern issues in biology. Biology is designated as a non-laboratory class. 

Prerequisite: Physical Science 
 
 
CP BIOLOGY  
CP Biology is the study of life and living things. The focus of the class will include cellular structures and                    
functions, genetics and inheritance, organisms and their structures, components of the ecosystems, and modern              
issues in biology. The class has a laboratory component that includes the dissections of several organisms and                 
the completion of other laboratory explorations.  

Prerequisite:  “C” or better in Physical Science or permission of instructor 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
The purpose of this class is to provide students with a basic knowledge of Environmental Science. This class                  
will specifically focus on the following areas: ecology, populations, natural resources, minerals and energy, and               
our health and future.  Environmental Science is designated as a non-laboratory class. 
 

Prerequisite: Physical Science and Biology 
 
CHEMISTRY 
Chemistry is the study of matter. The focus of the class will include the structure and properties of atoms,                   
formation and naming of molecules and compounds, chemical reactions, stoichiometry, and the properties of              
solids, liquids and gases. The class has a laboratory component that supports the ideas and theories that are                  
discussed in the class.  A strong background in math is recommended. 
 

Prerequisite: “C” or better in CP Biology,  CP Algebra I, CP Geometry and concurrently enrolled in CP 
Algebra II, Trigonometry or Calculus. 
 
HONORS BIOLOGY II 
Biology II is a course that continues to build on the key principles that were taught in Biology I. The focus of                      
the class will include cellular processes, microorganisms, human genetics, and human anatomy and physiology.              
The class has a laboratory component that includes dissections and the completion of laboratory explorations.  

Prerequisite:  “C” or better in CP Biology I and Instructor permission 
 
PHYSICS 
Physics is the science dealing with the relationship of matter and energy. Topics deal with motion and the                  
various forms of energy: heat, sound, light, electricity, and nuclear. Laboratory activities are an essential part of                 
this class. A strong background in math is required.  

Prerequisite: CP Algebra II, Honors Biology II/Chemistry must be completed with a “C” or better. 
Instructor permission is also required. 

 
ROBOTICS I 
Robotics I is a lab-based course that uses a hands-on approach to introduce the basic concepts of robotics, 
focusing on the construction and programming of mobile robots.  Course information will be tied to lab 
experiences; students will work in groups to build and test increasingly more complex mobile robots, 
culminating in an end-of-semester robot contest. Limited spots are available for this course. Preference given to 
juniors and seniors. 

Prerequisite:  Instructor Permission Required 
 
ROBOTICS II 
Robotics II is a lab-based course that uses a hands-on approach to explore the more advanced concepts of 
robotics, focusing on the construction and programming of mobile robots.  Course information will be tied to 
lab experiences.  Students will work in groups to build and test increasingly more complex mobile robots, solve 
problems, and explore engineering concepts. 

Prerequisite:  Robotics I and Instructor Permission 
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SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 

SOCIAL STUDIES CREDIT LENGTH OF 
COURSE 

COURSE 
FEE 

GRADE 
LEVEL 

World History 1.00 1 Year No 9 
CP World History 1.00 1 Year No 9 

U.S. History 1.00 1 Year No 10 
CP U.S. History 1.00 1 Year No 10 

The GeoPolitical World 1.00 1 Year No 10, 11, or 12 
American Government 1.00 1 Year No 11  

CP American Government 1.00 1 Year No  11  
Psychology 0.50 Semester No 11 & 12 
Sociology 0.50 Semester No 11 & 12 

CCP Early American History 1.00 Semester No 9-12 
CCP US History:Modern 

Period 
1.00 Semester No 9-12 

 
U. S. HISTORY 
This is a general overview of the history of the United States from Post Civil War to Reconstruction through the                    
Modern Era.  Included are studies on original historic documents. U.S. History is required for graduation. 
           Prerequisite: World History and teacher recommendation 
 
CP U.S. HISTORY 
This is a comprehensive study of U.S. History from post- Civil War reconstruction through the modern era. 
Included are in depth studies on original historic documents.  There will be a strong emphasis later in the course 
on the events of 9/11/2001 and its effects on the U.S. today.  The content areas of instruction include being able 
to demonstrate historical thinking skills, analyze historic documents, explain industrialization and 
progressivism, analyze foreign affairs from imperialism to post-WWI, describe prosperity, depression and the 
New Deal, identify events that took the U.S. from isolationism to world war, summarize the Cold War, describe 
social transformations in the U.S. and analyze the U.S. and post-cold war world.  U.S. History is required for 
graduation. 

Prerequisite: “A” or “B” in World History and teacher recommendation 
 
 
WORLD HISTORY 
This is a comprehensive study of World History from prehistory through modern times. Emphasis is upon the                 
development of civilizations and cultures of the world. A strong emphasis later in the course is upon world                  
affairs of today related to events of the past. 
 
 
CP WORLD HISTORY 
This is a comprehensive study of World History from prehistory through modern times. Emphasis is upon the                 
development of civilizations and cultures of the world. A strong emphasis later in the course is upon world                  
affairs of today related to events of the past. You will be assessed in a variety of formats which include tests,                     
projects, essays, presentations, debate, and analysis of primary source materials and political cartoons. You will               
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be engaged in a lot of student centered activities which will allow you to explore and process curricular material                   
in intellectual forums that depend on your proactive participation, critical thinking skills and willingness to               
problem solve. The Honor’s curriculum is differentiated to accommodate gifted and highly motivated students.              
This course is recommended for students pursuing a college preparatory curriculum. 
 

Prerequisite: An “A” in 8th Grade History and teacher recommendation 
 
 
THE GEOPOLITICAL WORLD 
This course is a yearlong comprehensive course that emphasizes the study of the cultural, historical, political, 
and economic aspects of countries and regions of the world.  Emphasis is also placed on the physical geography 
and place locations of countries and regions of the world.  This course is designed to broaden the awareness and 
knowledge of students about the locations of the world and their diverse cultures and histories. 
 
 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 
In this course students will study the Federal Government of the United States to include an in-depth study of                   
the legislative, executive, and judicial branches. The last section is the government at the county and local level.                  
The course will include the study of economics. Students will gain an understanding of the following concepts:                 
comparing economic systems, family economics, international economics, consumerism, personal finance and           
economic opportunities in today’s world. This course is required for graduation. 
 
CP AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 
CP Government provides a close look at the basic structure of our democratic society, both at the federal and 
state level, and how we are led.  Through three major projects, CP students will explore the three different 
branches of government.  In addition, CP students will be exposed to current events, civic participation, 
international politics and how they fit into our governmental system.  This course will also include an intense 
study of economics.  Students will gain an understanding of the following concepts: comparing economic 
systems, family economics, international economics, consumerism, personal finance and economic 
opportunities in today’s world. 
 
PSYCHOLOGY 
A course in psychology introduces students to the study of human behavior, physiological and social/cultural               
perspectives across the life span. The content areas of instruction include learning and study skills, behavior                
patterns, adjustment to the social environment, development of critical thinking, sensitivity to needs and              
feelings of others, physiological psychology, experimental psychology, human growth and development,           
self-esteem, and abnormal psychology.  (Must be taken with Sociology) 
 
SOCIOLOGY 
Sociology focuses on the understanding of social interaction, social organization, social institutions, and social              
change. The content areas of instruction include the interplay between the individual and society, how society                
is both stable and changing, the causes and consequences of social inequality, and the social construction of                 
human life.  (Must be taken with Psychology) 
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CCP:  EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY 
A survey of United States history to 1877 is offered in this course, which covers the description and analysis of                    
Native American culture and contributions to the continent, the Seven Years’ War, the Revolutionary War, and                
the struggle to write, ratify and amend the U.S. Constitution. In addition, the course will examine the long and                   
complex road from the “peculiar institution” of slavery to the end of the Civil War. 

 
Prerequisite:  Acceptance to a college or university 

 
CCP:  U.S. HISTORY: MODERN PERIOD 
A survey of United States history since 1877 is offered in this course, which covers the description and analysis 
of the rise of corporations, the development of an urban labor force, the changing role of government, and the 
integration of the United States into a global political and economic system. 
 

Prerequisite:  Acceptance to a college or university 
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WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT 

 
The study of French and Spanish is offered in grades 9-12 to students who are pursuing a 
college preparatory program with the intent of speaking the target language. 
 

WORLD LANGUAGE CREDIT LENGTH OF 
COURSE 

COURSE 
FEE 

GRADE 
LEVEL 

French I 1.00 1 Year Yes 9, 10, 11, or 12 
French II 1.00 1 Year No 10, 11, or 12 

French III 1.00 1 Year Yes 11 or 12 
French IV 1.00 1 Year No 12 
Spanish I 1.00 1 Year No 9, 10, 11, or 12 
Spanish II 1.00 1 Year No 10, 11, or 12 

Spanish III 1.00 1 Year No 11 or 12 
Spanish IV 1.00 1 Year No 12 

 
 
 
FRENCH I 
French I students will learn and attain proficiency in the four skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing of                   
the French language through basic vocabulary, fundamental grammar and elements of civilization, geography             
and culture of France and French-speaking countries. Because French I is presented in the context of                
contemporary usage of conversational skills, students are expected to actively participate in all aspects of the                
course to gain a better understanding of another people’s culture, literature and civilization. For students to                
successfully complete this course, it will require regular study outside of class in order to prepare for active                  
participation in the daily lessons. 
 

Prerequisite: “C” average in English is recommended 
 
 
FRENCH II 
French II is a continuation of French I with an emphasis on grammar, conversational skills and vocabulary                 
acquisition. Attention to articulation and grammatical exercises will be practiced to enable students to use the                
language for spoken and written communication including dialogues, simple readings, compositions and essays             
and oral presentations. Students will continue to explore the Francophone (French-speaking) world. Continued             
success in this course depends on a strong and active daily performance using the increasingly complex                
grammar structures that are practiced and reviewed outside of class time. 
 

Prerequisite: “C” average in French I is recommended 
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FRENCH III 
French III continues the development of students’ skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Since               
conversation is emphasized, students are expected and required to actively participate in discussions on French               
history and cultural, contemporary topics and grammar reviews. Oral and written class work is used to build                 
fluency in the target language. Since students come into this course from a wide variety of backgrounds, an                  
independent, yet systematic and thorough grammar review is undertaken as additional topics are introduced and               
practiced. 
 

Prerequisite: “C” average in French II is recommended and an Advanced French-English  
Dictionary with grammar explanation  

 
 
FRENCH IV 
French IV will emphasize the use of language for active communication. The objective is to improve the ability                  
to understand spoken and written French in various contexts and to develop the ability to express oneself with                  
reasonable fluency and accuracy both orally and in writing. A variety of materials including French literary and                 
historical texts, newspapers, magazines and audio-visual materials will be used to further the study of the                
French language and its culture. This course requires significant effort on the student’s part in reading and                 
understanding the texts and exploring background material. Students will work independently on many of these               
topics. 

 
Prerequisite: French III and an Advanced French-English Dictionary with grammar explanation  

 
SPANISH I 
The goal of Spanish I is to gain basic conversational skills along with developing an appreciation for cultural                  
diversity. The Total Physical Response (TPR) method turns into the teaching proficiency through reading and               
storytelling (TPRS) where students complete assignments based on Spanish mini-novels. Reading, writing,            
listening and speaking the target language help attain this goal by using grammar fundamentals, expansive               
vocabulary and cultural immersion activities. 
 

Prerequisite:  “C” or better average in English 
 
SPANISH II 
Spanish II is offered to grades 10-12 and continues with comprehension, conversation, grammar, vocabulary              
and cultural appreciation. Most grammatical concepts are extensively explored at this level while the students               
actively apply their knowledge through continuing with the Total Physical Response (TPR) method. 
 

Prerequisite:  “C” or better average in Spanish I is recommended 
 
SPANISH III 
The third level of Spanish is offered to grades 11-12 and reviews the knowledge and skills practiced in Spanish                   
I and II. The year is project based and an emphasis is placed on actively using Spanish in all aspects of class.                      
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Hispanic literature and art are explored as well as cultural aspects of each student’s assigned Spanish-speaking                
countries. 
 

Prerequisite:  “C” or better average in Spanish II is recommended 
 
SPANISH IV 
The fourth level of Spanish is offered to grade 12 students. Spanish III is expanded with little or no English                    
spoken. Much work is completed independently. 
 

Prerequisite:  “C” or better average in Spanish III is recommended 
 

Revised:  March 2018 
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