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My name is Mrs. Goodman and I am the Early Childhood 

Educator! 
I have been teaching for 28 years now, and I have taught 
preschool for 18 years. It’s true when they say, time flies 

when you are having fun! 
I have a Master’s Degree in Curriculum and Instruction with an 
Early Childhood emphasis. I always say that I have the best 
job around because I love the little children! They are so full 
of fun and stories; they are also full of wonder! Everything is 

new and exciting to them! 
My husband, Steven, and I live in Pender. We enjoy flipping 

houses and we are now on number 28! 
Our youngest son, Aaron, lives and works in Wayne, and 

our two older children, Jason and Amy, who are both married, 
live in Hawaii, and Eagle, NE, respectively. We have 4 

grandsons and one grand daughter. 
I am looking forward to a great year in preschool as we learn 

and play together! 
 

Some of My Favorite Things: 
 
My Faith 
My family 
Children 
Chocolate Chip Cookies 
Dogs and Cats 
The color red 
Sweet tea from McDonald’s 
Remodeling houses 
HGTV 
Flowers 



 
 
 

 

	
	
	
	 Teaching	is	an	absolute	
passion	of	mine!		I	am	so	excited	
to	start	another	year	of	
kindergarten.		It	is	going	to	be	a	
year	full	of	fun,	learning	 and	lots	
of	adventure!	I	would	like	to	
share	a	little	about	me.		
	

I	was	born	and	raised	in	
Pender	and	attended	the	
University	of	Nebraska	at	
Kearney	where	I	graduated	with	
a	degree	in	elementary	education	
with	an	endorsement	in	special	
education.		I	then	went	to	Wayne	State	and	received	my	Master’s	degree	in	
curriculum	and	instruction.				I	have	been	married	for	21	years	to	my	amazing	
husband	Mark.		We	have	two	wonderful	children	Samantha		(8)	and	Kate	(6).		We	
love	spending	time	together	as	a	family!			
	

I	have	a	love	for	learning	and	I	would	hope	that	my	students	would	also	learn	
to	love	learning	as	much	as	I	do.			I	feel	that	children	are	different	and	require	
specific	attention	and	affection	for	them	to	flourish.		I	will	 strive	to	be	that	for	each	
of	my	students;	an	educator	who	loves	each	child	that	walks	 in	my	door	and	gives	
each	of	them	not	only	an	education,	but	also	a	passion	to	 learn.	
	
	 I	believe	a	successful	year	consists	of	an	open	communication	 line	between	
parents	and	teacher.		Please	feel	free	to	email	me	at	shkinni1@penderschools.org	
anytime	you	have	a	question	or	concern.	
	

A FEW OF MY FAVORITES: 
Color:	 	Purple	
Food:	 Pasta	

Drink:		Diet	Coke	
Book:	 Heaven	Is	For	Real	

Song:		 Africa	
Season:			Summer	and	Fall	(I	love	both!)	

Things	to	Do:	Spend	time	with	family	and	friends	
	
	
	

	



 
 

 

My name is Mrs. Bargholz and I am so excited to 
be your teacher this year.  We are going to do so many 
FUN things and of course we will learn a lot. This will be 
my ninth year teaching kindergarten at Pender.  I love 
teaching kindergarten and all the growing, learning, 

and fun we get to have! It amazes me each year when 
I see how much the students grow.  My favorite subject 
to teach is reading.  I really enjoy seeing my students 
grow into successful readers and develop a love of 

reading.  Want to know a little more about me? Here 
are a few of my FAVORITE things:

Parents, please never hesitate to contact me.  I feel that 
communication is essential for a successful education.

Call 402-385-3244 or email ambargh1@penderschools.org

Color:	Purple
Food:	Chocolate
Drink:	Dr.	Pepper

Season:	Fall
Author:	Dr.	Seuss	We	share	birthdays	J
Thing	to	do:	Spend	time	with	my	family

Mrs. Bargholz



 

 
 
 

Meet Miss Bessmer

Hello! My name is Ashley Bessmer and I am 
one of the first grade teachers. I am starting 
my 7th year at Pender Elementary. 

I was born and raised in Pender and fortunate 
enough to graduate from PHS. I went on 
pursuing a degree is Elementary Education 
from UNL and always knew I wanted to come 
back to Pender. I have two dogs, London and 
Miley, I enjoy spending time with them. I also 
love to spend time with my family.

I am super excited to get this year started! We 
are going to do a lot of amazing things in 
first grade!!   #bekind

Season: Fall

Food: Tacos and 
Biscuits and Gravy

Drink: COLD water & 
Dt. Mtn. Dew

Color: Royal Blue

Animal: Elephant

Book: Wonder

Hobbies: Reading and 
Golfing 

About Me

My Favorites

London and Miley



 

 
 
 

Welcome to 1st grade! I am so 
excited to begin this school year 
with you! You would not believe 
how much you will grow during 
the time we get to spend together. 

We will have so much fun each and 
everyday. I can’t wait to meet and 
get to know you and your family!

*Miss Wolfgram*

I am so overjoyed to start my teaching career at 
Pender Public Schools as a 1st grade teacher! I 

graduated from Wayne State College in 
December of 2017 with a degree in Elementary 

Education and an ESL and Reading and 
Writing endorsement. I feel so fortunate that I 

get to teach your child this school year! 
Educating children is where my heart lies!

I grew up in Laurel, NE and graduated from 
Laurel-Concord High School in 2014. I have 4 

siblings; 1 brother and 3 sisters and my 
wonderful parents! Also, we recently just added a 

nephew to our family, baby Kaden. We love 
spending time together and watching anything 

dealing with the Nebraska Cornhuskers! 
GO BIG RED!

For Classroom
Paper Mate Flair Pens – Magnets –
Sticky Notes – Stamps - Stickers -

Teacher Gift Cards

Sports Teams
Nebraska Cornhuskers – Kansas 
City Royals – North Carolina Tar 

Heels – Minnesota Vikings –
Boston Celtics

Foods
Italian Food – Sweet Corn –

Cheeseburgers - Fruit – Ice Cream 

Favorite Places
Kauffman Stadium  
Memorial Stadium   

California
The Lake

Home with my family!



 

 
 
 

 

 Hi! My name is Mrs. Smith and I am one of the second grade 
teachers this year. This is my 13th year teaching in Pender and I am 
looking forward to a great year with some awesome students!  

I was born and raised in Odebolt, Iowa. I came to Nebraska to 
attend Wayne State College. I received a degree with a major in 
Elementary Education and Early Childhood, and an endorsement 
in coaching. I also have my Master’s degree in Curriculum and 
Instruction. I met my husband while in Wayne, and we decided 
Northeast Nebraska was a good place to raise our family. We have 
two boys. My oldest son Blake is in 4th Grade and loves learning new 
things. He enjoys sports, playing games, and reading books. My 
youngest son Colton is in 2nd Grade and loves getting dirty! His 
favorite things to do include playing farm in the dirt, riding bikes, 
reading books, and playing with Legos. We spend a lot of time 
traveling to visit family. We love spending time outside playing 
ball, swimming, golfing, gardening, or spending time at the lake!  

This is going to be a fantastic year of learning and exploring new 
things! If you ever have questions, please do not hesitate to get 
ahold of me at vismith1@penderschools.org .  

  
My Favorites 

Food: Steak Oscar 
Color: Red 
Drink: Diet Cherry Coke 
Season: Spring 
Sport: Basketball 
Restaurant: Olive Garden 
Fast Food: Dairy Queen 
Animal: Monkey 
Hobby: Gardening 
Summer Activities: Spending time with 
friends and family and being at the lake! 

	



 

	

	
	
	
Hi! My name is Sheila Dahlman and I teach second grade at Pender Public 

Schools. I am originally from Bow Valley, Nebraska. I attended Wayne State 
College and moved to Thurston right before I graduated from college. After 
graduating I taught in Walthill for a few months before I started teaching at Pender. 
At Pender, I have taught 7-12 Special Education and K-1, 7-8 Remedial, 2-6 
Remedial, 2nd grade, and 3rd grade. 

My husband Jim and I have 3 children who are all Husker alumni. My son 
Christopher lives and works in Lincoln, Rachael in Austin, Texas and Rebecca in 
Rochester, Minnesota. All three of them were my students in second grade! 

This summer I took a trip to see Rachael in Austin, Texas. While there, we 
went to San Antonio to see the river walk and the Alamo! Texas really has a lot of 
rich history! I also enjoyed some camping, jet skiing, and racing. I just returned 
from watching the Knoxville Nationals sprint car races in Iowa! I am already 
having a great year in second grade with my new students. It is so exciting to spend 
every school day with second graders who are learning new things. I can tell it is 
going to be a fantastic year! 

 
 

 

	



 

 
 
 

 
MEET THE TEACHER 

 
Mrs. Hoffman – 3 rd Grade 

 

Hi!  My name is Liz Hoffman.  I am beginning my fourth year of 
teaching in Pender.  Prior to Pender, I taught third grade at Stanton 
Community Schools for eight years.  I also coached Girls Basketball. 
      A little about me… I am originally from Leigh, Nebraska. I 
graduated from the University of Nebraska at Kearney in 2007 
where I obtained a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education 
Degree and played basketball for four years. In December 
2009, I obtained my Master’s Degree in Curriculum & 
Instruction through Peru State College. I am married to Mr. 
Luke Hoffman, the 5th grade teacher.  We have two girls: 
Sloane (2) and Neely (5 months). They are so much fun and we 
enjoy every minute of watching them grow!   
     Outside of teaching, I love to spend time with my family 
and anything outdoors.  I enjoy playing and watching sports 
of all kinds. I also enjoy boating, watching a good movie, and 
shopping!  I am excited for another fun-filled learning year in 
3rd grade!   
  
 
Your Partner in Education,  
Mrs. Liz Hoffman 
 



 
 
 

Mrs. Gaer

My name is Brianna Gaer, and this is
my first year at Pender Public Schools.  I have 
lived in Pender for two years now.  I may be 
relatively new to the community, but my 
husband is a Pender alum!  My husband Mark 
and I welcomed our first child in May.  We had 
a baby girl, and we her named Everly.  She 
has changed our lives so much, and we 
couldn’t be any happier!

MEET THE TEACHER

I am originally from York, Nebraska.  I
spent a lot of my childhood riding and showing horses all over the state of 
Nebraska, and it’s one of my fondest memories.  I like to get back to York as 
often as I can to see my parents and my brother and sister.  

I graduated from Wayne State College in 2014 with my degree in 
elementary education. Although this is my first year teaching 3rd grade in 
Pender, this is not my first year teaching.  I taught 3rd grade in Paxton, 
Nebraska for two years and 6th grade at Emerson-Hubbard for two years.  I 
am excited to begin my fifth year of teaching at a great district!

When I am not teaching, you can find me spending time at home
with my family and my dog Bo.  During football season, I don’t miss a game  I 
LOVE Nebraska football, and I love the Green Bay Packers!  I also enjoy going  
to the field with my husband during harvest time, and I look forward to 
Everly’s first combine ride this October.

I am so happy to be a Pendragon, and I can’t wait to show off my 
Pendragon pride!  If you have any questions for me, please do not hesitate to 
contact me!
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I’m thrilled to be your 4th

Grade teacher.  Together we 
will make this year great!  

I attended and graduated 
from Pender Public 
Schools.  Next, I went to 
Wayne State College and 
graduated with an 
Elementary Education 
degree.  I’ve subbed at 
Pender Schools for many 
years and I’m so excited to 
teach Social Studies to 4th, 
5th and 6th grades with 4th

grade as homeroom.      

Email: keschru1@penderschools.org
Phone #: 402-385-3244 (school)
Website:  www.penderschools.org
Feel free to call the school 
or email me with any 
questions or concerns.

I love to spend time with my family, compete in rodeos and watch 
Nebraska Football!  My favorite time of the year is fall, we get the 
beautiful colors, the weather cools down and football begins.  My 
favorite color is red and milk duds are my favorite candy.  

Insert image of 
yourself here! 

Mrs. Schrunk and family at 
Husker game - 2017



 

 

Back to School Edition 

August 15, 2018 

Life and Times of Mrs. Nixon  

 
 
Hello! My name is Mrs. Nixon and I will be your child’s teacher this year. I am really excited to have the opportunity 
to teach 4th, 5th, and 6th grade Writing for a fourth year at Pender Public Schools. 
 
I’d like to share a little bit more about myself.  I grew up in Leigh, Nebraska and then attended the University of 
Nebraska in Lincoln.  Upon graduating with my elementary teaching degree and coaching endorsement, I began 
teaching 5th grade in Lincoln at Hartley Elementary and coaching basketball at Lincoln Northeast.  After three 
years, I took a job in Wakefield as a 4th grade teacher, and also coached volleyball and basketball in my ten years 
at Wakefield Community Schools.  In addition, I obtained my Masters in Education degree from Peru State College 
in Curriculum and Instruction.  
 
My husband, Thad, is the School Counselor at Pender Public Schools. Our oldest son, Brody, will be in the third 
grade, while Jace will be in Kindergarten.   Our daughter, Bergen, will start her second year of preschool.  Dansby is 
the youngest of our children, and he is two years old. We enjoyed a summer of sunshine, swimming, and fun 
outdoors. We also added a puppy to the family this summer too!  Lucy definitely has all of us on our toes with her 
sneaky tricks of stealing shoes and unexpected tackling. J    
 
This is going to be a great school year, and I can’t wait to start this year’s learning adventure with your child!  Look 
for more information about class schedules and routines in our first few Thursday folders.  
  
                          Mrs. Nixon   

 menixon1@penderschools.org 

Pender P.R.I.D.E. ~ Preparation ~ Respect ~ Integrity ~ Determination ~ Excellence 
 



 

 
 
 

8/24/2018 MEET THE TEACHER - Google Docs

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jppXoam38QNKjZBAAAwdBwfh4VwldpmOSqw6isgolxg/edit 1/1

MEET THE TEACHER 
My name is Mr. Hoffman and I am a �ifth grade teacher at Pender.  This is 

my sixth year of teaching in Pender and eight year overall.  I will be teaching 
math to 4 th , 5 th , and 6 th  graders this year.  We will continue using Saxon Math 
this year, so hopefully the students have gotten used to the format.  

At school, I am also involved in being the head girls basketball and head 
boys golf coach.  I enjoy the variety my day brings as I get to teach the 
elementary kids and then coach high schoolers after school. 

During the summer months, you will see me early in the morning 
monitoring the high school & junior high athletes in the weight room.  I also 
enjoy going on �ishing trips, gol�ing, and boating.  Mrs. Hoffman and I just 
celebrated the 2 nd  birthday of our oldest daughter Sloane in July and our 
newest edition, Neely, will soon be 5 months old.   

I graduated high school from Wake�ield and then attended Wayne State 
College for my degree in education. Before coming to Pender, I taught sixth 
grade in Allen, NE and then worked for Halliburton, an oil �ield company. 

MY FAVORITES: 

Food:  Steak and Mashed Potatoes  

Sports Teams:  NE Huskers, Chicago Bulls, 
KC Chiefs, KC Royals    

Season:  Summer & Football Season!  

Color:  Green 

Animal:  Gorilla 

Place:  On a boat 

 



 

 
 
 

 

Mrs. English-5th Grade 
Hello, my name is Tara English and I am your child’s 6th grade teacher 
this year.  I am married to Mark English.  We have 3 children; Amber 
is 19 years old, a sophomore in college, Evan is 14 
years old, a freshman and Adyson is 7 years old, a 2nd  
grader.J My two youngest go to school here at 
Pender.  My oldest attends Wayne State College.  I 
am from Walthill and have lived there my entire life.  
This is my 7th year here at Pender Public Schools.  I 
previously taught at Bancroft-Rosalie for 8 years.  
 
Some of my favorite things I like to do are spending time with my 
family and friends, playing board games with my kids, going camping 
and relaxing by a campfire. One thing that I was pretty proud of this 
year was that my son and my daughter, Adyson, were in the musical.  
They both did a fantastic job.  I am in my second year of assistant HS 
volleyball coach. I am having a lot of fun coaching the girls and look 
forward to a great season!! 
 
I am excited about teaching your child this year.  Since I had some of 
the same students as last year, it makes the beginning of the year so 
much easier.  I am very excited to get going into the school year and 
get some routines back in our lives!  I know it is going to be a great 
year for all of us!! 
 
If you have any questions or concerns throughout the year, please feel 
free to call me at 402-385-3244 or email me at 
taengli1@penderschools.org. 
 

 



 
 
 
 

Welcome to Sixth Grade!!! 
	
My name is Tara Miller, and I am extremely excited to be teaching Sixth Grade at 
Pender Elementary this year!  I will also be teaching Reading to all 4th, 5th, and 6th 
Grade students.  This will be my 14th year teaching overall with time spent in 
Kindergarten, Third Grade, First Grade, and Fourth Grade.  I graduated from UNL 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education and have a Master’s Degree in 
School Administration from UNK. 

 
I am married to Eric Miller, the PHS principal.  We have three 
daughters and one son that keep us busy.  Carson is in Tenth Grade, 
Camryn is in Eighth Grade, Peyton is in Fifth Grade, and Paxton is in 
Third Grade. We also have two dogs that are extremely spoiled.  
 

Our summer was spent at the ball field as all four kids played softball or baseball.  
Mr. Miller and I were also able to sneak away to Chicago and Kansas 
City for quick trips.  However, the main highlight of the summer was 
our 3000-mile drive to Gettysburg, Annapolis, and Washington DC.  We 
spent nine days visiting monuments, memorials, battlefields, museums, 
college campuses, and the Naval Academy.  Peyton and Paxton even got 
to go with Congressman Jeff Fortenberry down to the floor of the US 

House of Representatives to vote with him.  We got 
watch from the gallery above!   
 
In my spare time (there really isn’t much) I enjoy reading, 
working out, shopping online, and spending time with my family 
and friends.  Together as a family we love the mountains and 
going to MLB, Husker and NFL games!			
	

This year our theme is “It’s Cool to BE KIND!”  I will be expecting our 6th graders 
to be the leaders in this mission to spread kindness throughout the school.  As the 
oldest students in our area, they will be the role models for the younger students to 
look up to.  I know this class is ready to rise to the challenge.  It’s going to be a 
fantastic year!! 

	
	
	
	

Tara Miller 
Sixth	Grade	

4-5-6	Reading	Teacher	
tamille1@penderschools.org	

	
	



 
 
 
 

kiswint1
@penderschools.org

Cell #: 402-209-3199

Color: Purple

Food: Cake

Sport Team: 
Iowa Hawkeyes 

Season: Fall

Drink: Diet Dr.
Pepper

I was born and raised in Nebraska City,
but my family and I have lived in Pender
since July of 2011. I graduated from Peru
State College with a degree in Special
Education, and I have a Master’s degree in
Curriculum and Instruction. I am entering
my 8th year as an Elementary Special
Education teacher, and couldn’t be happier
to be part of an amazing team here in
Pender!



 

 
 
 

Meet The Teacher 
 

Mrs. Audra Miller 
 

Kindergarten-6th Grade Reading Intervention Teacher  
 

 
Daughter-Logan, Husband-Grant, Son-Drew, & Me! 

 
I was born and raised in Wayne, NE. I graduated from Wayne High School and Wayne State 

College. I taught in Texas for 9 years before returning to live in my hometown. It’s hard to 
believe but this will be my 20th year as a teacher! My family is very busy with extra-curricular 

activities, apparently so busy we haven’t had a family picture taken in a while!! My daughter is 
now in 8th Grade and my son is a 5th Grader. 

 
Favorite Food:  Pizza 
Favorite Color:  Black 
Favorite Movie: Rudy 

Favorite Book:  Where the Red Fern Grows 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Hi! My Name is Ms. Kayla Brewer! I am 24 years old. I am the 
Pendragon Academy teacher and head volleyball coach for the 
2018-2019  school year! This will be my third year at Pender. I 
currently live in Pender with my Fiancé, Larry and our two pets, 
Garfield and Frankie. 

The Basics!

My Education!
In the fall of 2012 I attended Wayne State College. I 
graduated from Wayne in the  Spring of 2016 with a 
degree in Special Education. 

My Childhood!
I grew up outside of Dakota City on a small farm 
with many different animals, including my two older 
brothers.f you I attended Homer School and 
graduated in 2012.

Contact Me!
Email: Kabrewe1@penderschools.org
School Phone Number: (402) 385-3244

My Favorites!
Food: Lasagna
Movie: Fast and Furious
Book: “Heaven is for real”
Color: Green
Drink: Diet Mt. Dew
Season: Fall
Sports: Volleyball/Basketball
Fast Food: Taco Johns
Singer: Sam Hunt
Hobby: Coaching
Subject: Reading
Dessert: Chocolate Cake
Candy: Peanut Butter M&Ms
Restaurant: Olive Garden
Flower: Lilies



 
 

Email:
limaise1@penderschools.org

School	Phone:
402-385-3244

Mrs.	Maise
4th – 6th Special	Education

Wayne	State	College	Graduate
Master	Degree	– Curriculum	&	
Instruction,	Administration	k-8

Concordia	University
k-12	Special	Education

25	years	
In	education


