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Superintendent' s ()leadage

It is July and at Wapakoneta City Schools we are making plans for the upcoming school year. As always, | am excited to see
the students back in the classroom! Seeing the energy they bring to the buildings and watching them learn and grow is the
reason we are all here. The first day of school will be August 22, and | know we will have another successful school year.

To give our young people the best education possible, our staff has continued to invest countless hours in professional
development and training. We have had staff travel to Chicago to learn more about Dyslexia, we have hosted training inside
our own buildings working on reading instruction, staff members have taken part in online training on a multitude of topics, and

many have completed additional college coursework. We have a dedicated staff that truly cares about our kids and continually
gets better to help them achieve.

The school district has invested funds to add to, improve, and further the educational experiences for WCS students as
well. One exciting addition this year will be our one-to-one technology program that will now include all students in grades
5-12. These young people will receive a Chromebook and protective cover. This summer, our staff has also been hard at work
on our facilities in terms of upgrades, cleaning, and other prep work. Other staff members have been spending time teaching
summer school, running sport and band camps, preparing classrooms and lessons, and getting our cafeterias and school
buses ready. In all reality, the school year never ends. We are always working to #bebetter!

As you enjoy the rest of your summer break, | want you to know that we will continue to do everything we can to be
prepared to give your children the best educational experience possible. | am confident that all our staff members will be
ready when August 22 comes around. | would also like to take this chance to invite you to our “Back-to-School Celebration” on
August 17. The times are as follows: Wapakoneta and Cridersville Elementary Schools are from 5 PM to 6:30 PM,; the Middle
School is from 6 PM to 7:30 PM; and the High School will be from 7 PM to 8:30 PM. We hope you can make it!

At Wapakoneta City Schools, we love our students. We will continue to do everything we can to give them an outstanding
school year. Enjoy your summer and we will see you on August 17 and August 22!

Go Redskins!
Aaron Rex, Superintendent

StudentJAbsences]

SafeArrival, an automated attendance system, is used at all buildings. If your child will be absent, please call 833-752-
0541, login at go.schoolmessenger.com, or download the SafeArrival app to your Apple or Android device. [f you wish,
you may also dial the main school number, press 1 for attendance, and you will be connected to the system. Future

absences can be reported at any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. If you fail to report the absence, you will receive
a call from the automated system.

BuslInformation]

Bus information and rules will be mailed to each student's home the week of July 31. Look over the bus information to ensure
everything is accurate, and please go over the bus rules with your child. We look forward to transporting your child safely to and
from school. Please call or email Dorinda Schmerge at 419-739-2912, schmdo@wapak.org, if you have questions.

Please feel free to call a board member or the Superintendent to provide your input:
Aaron Rex: 419-739-2900 Gregg Ruppert: 419-738-5389 Ron Mertz: 419-645-5053
Brian Cossel: 419-738-7273 Josh Little: 419-738-7133 Willie Sammetinger: 419-738-7811




www.wapak.org Cridersville Elementary School

Welcome: The staff at Cridersville Elementa?( School is excited to welcome everyone for the 2023-2024 school year. We look
forw?rd to seeing our returning students and families and welcoming our new students and families. It is going to be a great
yearl

CES Office Reopens: Our office reopens on August 3, 2023, with summer hours 8:00 AM-12:00 PM and 1:00-3:00 PM.

Teacher Name Pick Up:

We will invite families into our school on Wednesday, August 9, 2023, from 11:00 AM until 7:00 PM for Teacher Name Pick Up.
Families must have their child's information updated in FinalForms to find out their teacher's name. Please note that families will
not be able to drop off school supplies, as the classroom doors will be locked during this event.

Back-to-School Celebration: We will invite our families into the building to meet their teachers and visit their classrooms on
Thursday, August 17, 2023, from 5:00-6:30 PM. We hope to see you there!

First Day of School for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Grades: Tuesday, August 22, 2023.

Kindergarten Schedule:

Tuesday, August 22, 2023: Kindergarten Boys will report to school.
Wednesday, August 23, 2023: Kindergarten Girls will report to schoal.
Thursday, August 24, 2023:  Kindergarten Boys will report to school.
Friday, August 25, 2023: Kindergarten Girls will report to school.
Maonday, August 28, 2023: All Kindergarten students will report to school.

First Day of School for Students in Preschool: Monday, August 28, 2023.

School Hours: Student Day - 8:00 AM to 2:35 PM )
Students may Enter the Building and Breakfast Begins - 7:30 AM (For the safety and supervision of
students, students will not be permitted in the building until 7:30 AM.)
Students Report to their Classrooms - 8:00 AM
Class Begins - 8:00 AM (Students not in their classroom by 8:10 AM will be considered tardy.)
School Dismissal - 2:35 PM
Teacher Work Day - 7:30 AM to 2:55 PM
Office Hours - 7:30 AM to 4.00 PM

Fall Fundraiser: The fall fundraiser is scheduled to begin the week of August 28, 2023.
Fall School Pictures: Fall school pictures for students will be September 12 for all grades.

Parent Teacher Organization SPTO) Meetings: Our PTO meets on a monthly basis. Please join us for our first meeting on
Tuesday August 22, 2023, at 4:00 PM.

We look forward to a great school year at Cridersville Elementary School!

STEM night was a huge hit and fun
was had by all who attended.

Be a Book Day is always a fun
day for staff and students.

Even the Governor of Ohio is a GUY IN A TIE! 2nd Grade is filling the gym

with wonderful music.
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Wapakoneta Elementary School www.wapak.org

Welcome:
The staff at Wapakoneta Elementary School is excited to welcome everyone for the 2023-2024 school year. We look forward to
seeing our returning students and families and welcoming our new students and families. It is going to be a great year!

W.E.S. Office Reopens: Our office reopens on Thursday, August 3, 2023, with summer hours 8:00 AM-12:00 PM and 1:00-3:00 PM.

Teacher Name Pick Up: We will invite families into our school on Wednesday, August 9, 2023, from 11:00 AM until 7:00 PM for
Teacher Name Pick Up. Families must have their child's information updated in FinalForms to find out their teacher’s name. Please
note that families will not be able to drop off school supplies. as the classroom doors will be locked during this event.

Back-to-School Celebration: We will invite our families into the building to meet their teachers and visit their classrooms on
Thursday, August 17, 2023, from 5:00-6:30 PM. We hope to see you there!

First Day of School: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Grades:
Our first day of school for students in 1st-4th grades will be held on Tuesday, August 22, 2023.

Kindergarten Schedule:

Tuesday, August 22, 2023: Kindergarten Boys will report to school.
Wednesday, August 23, 2023: Kindergarten Girls will report to school.
Thursday, August 24, 2023: Kindergarten Boys will report to school.
Friday, August 25, 2023: Kindergarten Girls will report to school.
Monday, August 28, 2023: All Kindergarten students will report to school.

First Day of School for Students in Preschool:
Qur first day of school for preschool students will be Monday, August 28, 2023.

School Hours:

Student Day - 8:10 AM to 2:36 PM (Please note that school will end 5 minutes later this year.)

Students may Enter the Building and Breakfast Begins - 7:40 AM (For the safety and supervision of students, students will not be
permitted in the building until 7:40 AM.)

Students Report to their Classrooms - Between 7:40 AM and 8:10 AM

Class Begins - 8:10 AM (Students not in their classroom by 8:10 AM will be considered tardy.)

School Dismissal - 2:36 PM

Teacher Work Day - 7:30 AM to 2:55 PM

Office Hours - 7:30 AM to 3:30 PM

Fall Fundraiser: The fall fundraiser is scheduled to begin on September 1, 2023

Fall School Pictures: Fall school pictures for students in kindergarten-2nd grade will be held on Wednesday, September 6, 2023.
Fall school pictures for students in preschool, 3rd grade, and 4th grade will be held on Thursday, September 7, 2023.

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) Meetings: Our PTO meets on a monthly basis. Please join us for our first meeting on Monday,
September 11, 2023, at 3:15 PM. Meetings are typically held on the first Monday of the month, unless it is a holiday.

We look forward to a great school year at Wapakoneta Elementary School!

\

S
: JHAERN — We look forward to continuing our service
We look forward to continuing to : | - ‘ o ioct with the Ronald McDonald
recognize students who demonstrate . o gt U A U Lol el

The Redskin Way this year. We always appreciate Mr. Rex’s House Charities this year.
willingness to help out at WES!
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www.wapak.org Wapakoneta Middle School

The teachers and staff of Wapakoneta Middle School are excited to welcome everyone for the 2023-2024 school year! Following
summer break, the school's office will open on Thursday, August 3, during the hours of 8 AM to 12 noon and 1 to 3 PM until
classes convene on Tuesday, August 22. Please call the Wapakoneta Middle School's main office at (419) 739-5100 if you

have questions. New students will need to register at the Wapakoneta City Schools’ Board of Education Office, located at 1102
Gardenia Drive. For further details regarding enrollment, please call the district office at (419) 739-2900.

Importantinfo)

The school day for students is 7:55 AM through 2:55 PM. The building doors will open at 7:35 AM. Basic school supply
lists can be found displayed on the front entry of the middle school, at several area stores, as well as on the WMS website.
Those resources, the school calendar, and other informational items may be accessed through means of the school's
website: www.wapak.org/\WMS.aspx.

Chromebooks

During the first week of school, each student will be provided a personal Chromebook, along with a protective case, for their use
at school and at home. They will be required to pay a $30 non-refundable insurance cost for the Chromebook. This insurance cost
cannot be waived or reduced. Students will be responsible for bringing their Chromebook to school each day with a full charge, as

well as keeping it in good condition.

fleacheriMoves’

A few teachers will be moving to a new grade level/subject area this year:

Mitchel Apple - 5th grade Science and Social Studies
Katelyn Brown - 6th grade Science and Social Studies
Samantha Koenigl- th grade Intervention Specialist
Jace Copeland - 7th grade Math

Holly Phillips - School Psychologist

We wish them well and look forward to their contributions to our students’ learning success and progress!

Upcoming]Events

Student and family schedules can certainly become quite full for everyone. Please be aware of these activities and
events as you begin to make plans for this fall.

Wednesday, August 9 Schedule Pick-up 11:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Thursday, August 17 Back-to-School Celebration/Open House 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Tuesday, August 22 First Day of School

Monday, August 28 School Picture Day

Monday, September 4 Labor Day (No School)

Monday, September 11 Parent-Teacher Organization Meeting 5:30 PM

Monday, September 25 No School for Students; Teacher In-service

7t Grade sfudents ook partin a 5th Grade students visit several stations during Safety Day, 6th Grade students

cross-curricular project in which groups were e ; Neiairylon o .
assigned a specific world biome to coordinated by WHS FFA. enjoyed their field trip to the

research and create a digital presentation of. Ohio Caverns in May.

REDSKIN REPORT PAGE 4




Wapakoneta High School www.wapak.org

Thank you to all the staff, students, and community members who helged make the 2022-2023 school year a productive and positive year. We
look forward to the upcoming year and know it will be aﬁreal year in the classroom as well as in all the extracurricular activities our students
participate in throughout the sthool year! Important high school information is listed below.

Chromebooks: All students will be provided a Chromebook at the beginning of the school year for their use at home and school. Students and
parents will be required to electronically sign the form in FinalForms indicating they have read and understand the 1:1 agreement, as well as pay
a $30 non-refundable insurance cost before picking up the Chromebook.

Chromebook Pick-Up Date: Wednesday, August 9, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the high school large group room.
OMPLETED IN ORDER TO PICK UP CHROMEBOOKS.

Student Schedules: Students will receive their schedule online through Progressbook on August 7.
Sched;Jie Changes: Students will have the opportunity to meet with their guidance counselor about schedule changes on Wednesday,
August 9, from g:ﬁﬁ

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. If this date and times do not work, students can email their guidance
counselor to schedule a different meeting time.

Back-to-School Celebration/Open House: The high school Oien House is scheduled for Thursday, August 17, 2023 from 7:00 pm until 8:30 pm.
Please feel free to stop and meet your child's teachers and take a tour of the building. We will also have many local organizations present for
you fo visit. (This will NOT be a time for schedule changes with your guidance counselor.)

First Day of School: Tuesday, August 22, 2023

Building Opening Times for School: The building will open for students at 7:00 a.m. during a regular scheduled day. The building will open for
stuaen%s a{ 9:00°a.m. during a 2-hour delay schedule.

Reqular Schedule 2-hour Delay Schedule

st perio -40-8: 1st period 9:40-10:06
2nd period 2nd period 10:10-10:26
gg period 3rd period 10:40-11:06
4 A period RR 11:10-11:38
5th period 5th period 12.11-12:36
6th period 6th period 12:40-1:05
7th period 7th period 1:09-1:34
8th period 8th period 1:38-2:04
9th period Oth period 2:08-2:38
FinalForms: Information was sent out about this new one-stop location for parents to connect with the school and update their information.

Please fill out all electronic forms: www.finalforms.com. Forms that need to be completed prior to the beginning of the school year are
Emergency Medical Forms, Free and Reduced Lunch Forms, and Transportation forms (if applicable).
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Scltwol Pictures: Will be held at the high school on Thursday, August 24, for grades 8 through 12. Picture re-takes will take place on Friday,
ctober 13.

Homecoming: The homecoming football game will be played on Friday, September 29.  The Homecoming Dance will be held the following
evening, Sa%urday, September 30.

Fall ACT Dates: Saturday, September 9, and October 28. If your child plans to take one of these tests at WHS, or at another testing site, they
should register at www.act.org.

Get Involved: We want to encourage all our students to get involved in extracurricular activities that are happening at the high school. There are
many feams, clubs, and groups that our students can join. We believe that students will have a better high school experience if they take the
initiative to get involved!

Other Important Information: At WHS there is no set class supply list. However, we would recommend that you purchase pens, pencils, loose
paper, 6-? folders, 2-3 three-ring binders, a few spiral notebooks that you can tear paper out of, and any other items that you feel you need to
start school. We also recommend you have a pair of headphones available for use with the Chromebooks. On the first day of schoal, your
teachers will share with you the specific items ﬁpu will need for that particular class, but it shouldn't involve much more than what is listed above.
If you have specific questions, please call the High School office.

Our Math Department recommends purc_hasinglq a ﬂra?hin calculator for Algebra classes and higher. Look for back-to-school specials in August.
A recomtrmndeg calculator to purchase is the TI-84 Plus CE. Please save the Tl Points that are on the back of the package and give them to
your math teacher.

We are excited about the school year and look forward to seeing all of you on the first day of school! If you have any questions, please feel free
to contact me at the main office of the high school. L
Scott J. Minnig, Principal
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TO REGISTER, YOU MUST BRING:

If you still need to register your child for school this fall, please contact Charlotte - Your child's birth certificate

Schnippel at 419-739-2905 or stop at the Board of Education office at 1102 Gardenia - Your child’s immunization records

Drive, Wapakoneta. Please allow 20-25 minutes to complete enrollment. Your child is - Proof of residency (utilty bill, deed, rental lease, ec.)
eligible to attend kindergarten this fall if he/she will be five years old by August 1. - Divorce / Custody papers (if applicable)

- Information needed fo fill out an Emergency Medical Form

Watch for Students

Just a reminder to be careful and aware of students going to and from school starting August 22. Also, please remember that
both lanes of traffic on Redskin Trail should stop for any pedestrian traffic at the crosswalks at Wapakoneta High School.

Mentors]Needed

During the schoouear, Wapakoneta Middle School and Cridersville Elementary will have a Lunch Club that is administered in cooperation
with MAV Youth Mentoring (formerly Big Brothers Big Sisters). In this program, adult mentors meet with a Middle School (Wapak) or
Elementary (Cridersville) student twice a month during their lunch period (30-40 min) to talk and build a friendship. If gou have the abilit
and interest to mentor a young child in need of a positive adult connection, please contact the MAV office at 419-584-2447 or throug
email at info@mavyouthmentoring.com. They are also in need of Wapak High School students to participate in the St. Marys Buddies
Program. This program is on Tuesdays after school until 5:00 p.m. The students are paired up with an intermediate student to build a
positive friendship, while completing fun activities.

Gifted|

Students in Grades 3 and 4: Cross-Curricular Enrichment during Walk to Intervention.

Students in Grades 5-7: Math course specifically for students that are identified as Gifted in Math or Superior Cognitive and
Enrichment during Walk to Intervention for students that are identified in Reading.

Referrals can be made at: https://forms.gle/Vzh3F9U51e9S0eR8A
Fall Referrals Due (including Art & Music) - October 20, 2023

Reading and Math Screenings - during winter MAP testing

Superior Cognitive Screening for 2nd and 4th graders - January 23-25, 2024

Spring Referrals Due — March 15, 2024

Foa more information about Gifted Identification and Services, please visit: https://www.wapak.org/page/gifted-identification-
and-services.

Grant Participation
The public is welcome to provide input on federal and state grants, including Title I; Title II-A and Title II-D; Title ITL; Title IV; Title VI-B; ECSE; Expand-

ing Opportunities for Each Child Non-Competitive Grant; SchoolNet Grants; ESSER; Making Middle Grades Work; Public School Preschool Grant; and
competitive grants. A public hearing will be held during the Board meeting on August 22, 2023, at the Board Office, 1102 Gardenia Drive, Wapakoneta.

RubliclRecords]

Wapakoneta City Schools complies with all laws governing Public Records. You may view this policy on our district webpage,
www.wapak.org, by clicking on Menu, Board of Education, Board Policies, and then Policy 8310.

8th Grade Trip to Washington, D.C.

The 8th graders will be embarking on their class trip to Washington D.C. in the fall of 2023. The dates of the trip will be Friday,
November 17, throu%h Monday, November 20. There will be an informational parent meeting in September. Please ask your child to
listen to the High School announcements for the date. There will also be a notification call made by Mr. Minnig announcing the details
for the meeting. During this meeting, details about the trip, as well as information about choosing roommates will be discussed.

This year’s trip will once again feature a semi-formal dance in the ballroom of our beautiful hotel, a wreath-laying ceremony in Arlington
National Cemetery, and tours of many monuments, museums, and historical buildings in and around Washington, D.C.! Your child will
also be accompanied by a school administrator and a school nurse to assist with any issues and health concerns.

The cost of the trip will be approximately $778.00, which provides students with comfortable transportation, trip security, tour guides
guriné; tRe entir1e5trip, all meals, and a lifetime of memories! There is a payment schedule currently in place, and the final payment is
ue by August 15.

I'm looking forward to working with students and parents as we prepare for this adventure!

~Mrs. Erika Eley~
8th Grade English Teacher/Washington D.C. Trip Coordinator

REDSKIN REPORT PAGE 6




Kindergarten All school fees for the 2023-24 school year will be due
1st Grade $30 by Octobfer ;3, 2023.dTh'rsd v]giﬂ allovl\;f) the app!rovgl:;;j%nia!
process for free or reduced fees to be completed before
2nd Grade $25 fees are collected. Parents/Guardians who will not be
2;3 grage %g? Sﬁglrytiggo fé)tr0 fgg:—: 1osr reduced fees may pay school fees
rade '
2:2 g£232 : \\:::E Bg r:adlectlves ég; fStudent_s rréay quglify tcc; Qave ttheir 202:%—25&030ad1qmic |
. . e a 0 si ercen .Toa
6th Grade — with no electives $77 fo??r(:\:a gre redﬂéeedl}gis, ;ou ):'I’I{lgt 1£|II out(a frel% and did
6th Grade — with band $77 reduced lunch form. You may apply in FinalForms by
6th Grade — with choir $85 logging into your parent account, or obtain a paper form
6th Grade — with band AND choir $85 from the school’s website or any school office. Fines

7th Grade — with no electives $66 ?fi}?i%?eb%fgd%igg go?swt;\:ggfenals, DRk Eley

7th Grade — with band 366

7th Grade - with choir $74 . .

Tth Bratla ity hand AND Ghinil 574 Visrietybaig felhpbadabiittys .

8th — 12th Grades Varies, depending you wish to pay on-line and you need further assistance,
on class schedule please contact Angie Sparks, Treasurer, at 419-739-2900.

Non-discrimination Policy
The Board of Education does not discriminate in admissions, access, treatment, or employment in its programs and

activities on the basis of race or color, gender (including gender identity, sexual orientation, and pregnancy), age,
national crigin, religion, disability, or genetic information. If you have inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies
of the District or wish to address any complaint of discrimination, you should contact the Director of Operations at 1102
Gardenia Drive, Wapakoneta, 419-739-2900.

Every Student Succeeds Act

You have the right to know about the teaching gualifications of your child’'s classroom teacher or paraeducator in a school
receiving Title | funds. The federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1111(h)(6)(A) requires that any local
school district receiving Title | funds must notify parents that they may ask about the professional qualifications of their
child’s classroom teacher.
These qualifications include:
1. Whether the teacher has met the Ohio teacher licensing criteria for the grade level and subject areas in which
the teacher provides your child instruction.
2.  Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or temporary status that waives state licensing requirements.
3. The undergraduate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate degree or certification (such as
National Board Certification) held by the teacher and the field of discipline of certification or degree.
Whether your child is provided services by instructional paraeducators and, if so, their qualifications.
You may request the information by fax (419-739-2918) or email (schnch@wapak.org). Be sure to give
the following information: child’s full name; parent/guardian’s full name; address including city, state, zip;
and teacher’s name. Parents and community members may also request information regarding curricular
materials and programming at any of the school buildings.

Parent Involvement

Parents play an important role in the education of their children. We encourage parents to become involved in the
parent-teacher team, support volunteer programs, and partner with the school in developing a cooperative relationship
between school and home. The Every Student Succeeds Act states that students with involved parents are more likely
to earn higher grades and test scores, pass their classes, be promoted, attend school regularly, and graduate and go
on to postsecondary education. The Wapakoneta City Schools Board of Education (policy 2261.01) encourages parent
participation. Please contact your building principal to see how you can become more involved.

Additional Resources for Parents

Ohio PIRC is a nonprofit Parent Information and Resource Center, in partnership with the No Child Left Behind Act, that
includes school-linked resources for parents, schools, and community organizations throughout the state. PIRC’s serve
a cuiturally and economically diverse population, focused on low-income, minority, and Limited-English Proficient families.
For further information, visit education.ohio.gov and search PIRC.
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SchoollFormslOnline]

For your convenience, a large variety of school forms are A calendar with a 4-week rotating menu is used in all four school buildings. To
available to download at www.wapak.org, at District Forms and IR R G ELTER{f T T (5 e 8T AR AR L 8T B [T T T TR
Links under the Families heading. then select Child Nutrition and then Menus.

Lunch prices for the 2023-24 school year will be as follows:
Student Breakfast (K-4/elem) - Free
'School{Supplies] Extra Breakfast (K-4/elem) - $1.20
Student Breakfast (5-7/MS) - Free
Extra Breakfast (5-7/MS) - $1.45

Student Breakfast (8-12/HS) - Free
Extra Breakfast (8-12/HS) - $1.55

You can find school supply lists on our website at
www@wapak.org. Click on Menu and then 2023-24
School Year under the Families heading. Scroll down
fo the bottom of the page and click on the building.
These lists will also be available at local stores and at
the administration office at 1102 Gardenia Drive.

Student Lunch (K-4/elem) - $2.80

Student Lunch (5-7/MS) - $2.90

Student Lunch (8-12/HS) - $3.00

Reduced Price Breakfasst {all buildings) - Free

Reduced Price Lunch - $0.40

'Substitutes]Needed Adult Breakfast - ala-carte prices

Substitutes are needed for all positions. NOTE: A Adult Lunch - $4.25

?e%gcrr?grIsgggtgg?)ég%rggsggdaﬂ?8335;-%%8 gtfeor To apply for free or reduced meals for the 2023-24 school year, you must fill out

more information a free and reduced lunch form. Apply online in FinalForms by logging into your
j parent account, or obtain a paper form from the school’s website (click on Menu,

then Child Nutrition) or any school office.

DID)YOUIKNOWZ

You can obtain information regarding the Wapakoneta City Schools by using the school website, Facebook, Twitter, and the Wapakoneta
City Schools app. You can download the app from Google Play or the App Store. Visit our website for the links and more information.

You may reach any of our school buildings through our automated phone system by dialing 419-739-2900.

The school district uses an automated calling system to inform parents of delays, cancellations, and important messages. If your phone
number changes during the year, please be sure to contact us so you will continue receiving the automated calls.

Nonprofit Organization
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