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PROGRAM 

 
 

Welcome     Dr. Dan Bertrand, Superintendent 

 

Opening Comments   Scott Shepard, Principal 

 

Hall of Fame Induction  Rod Poppe 

President of the Hall of Fame Committee  

 

Introduction of Awards  Hall of Fame Committee Members 

 

Presentation of Awards  Elizabeth Henning, Board President 

 

Closing Comments   Dan Bertrand, Superintendent  

 

 
 

 
2013 HALL of FAME 

Inductee    Category       Presenter 
 

 

1942 Football Team    Teamwork   Rod Poppe, Committee Member 

 

Alex “Chico” Alvarez    Friend     Mary Noe, Committee Member 

 

Homer “Bill” Barry    Commitment     Roger Cannon, Committee Member 

 

Elmer Behnke     Personal Achievement   Roger Cannon, Committee Member 

        

Scott Gustafson     Personal Achievement Bob Pomykala, Committee Member   

 

Carl Lundgren      Personal Achievement Liz Henning, Committee Member 

 

Rod Poppe      Commitment     Becky Chayer, Committee Member  
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HALL OF FAME RECOGNITION CRITERIA 
 

The purpose of the Hall of Fame for Marengo Community High School District #154 is to 
honor and recognize Marengo Community High School students, staff members, alumni and 
supporters who have demonstrated excellence and commitment.  The award could also be 
given to others who have given meritorious service to Marengo Community High School.   
 

HALL OF FAME CATEGORIES 
A person can qualify for the Hall of Fame in one of the following categories: 

 SERVICE-A former Marengo student who has contributed significantly to their community, 
state or country. The student must have graduated from Marengo Community High 
School and been out of school for more than ten (10) years. 

 PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT-A former Marengo Community High School student who 
has been honored or recognized by their college, profession or peers for their success 
and achievements. This person also must have been out of school for more than ten (10) 
years. 

 EXTRA-CURRICULARS- Former extra-curricular participant who was recognized for 
excellence by their organization or team for at least two years. In addition, received 
honors in one or all of the following:  All-Conference-District-Sectional-State or American.  
They must have graduated from Marengo Community High School and been out of school 
for more than ten (10) years. 

 COMMITMENT- Past or present staff members who worked at Marengo Community High 
School for a minimum of ten years.  

 FRIEND OF MARENGO - One who has given meritorious service to Marengo Community 
High School, or has been a loyal friend to the school.  

 TEAMWORK- A Marengo Community High School  team or organization, which had 
outstanding achievement including record status or state recognition, ten (10) years prior 
to selection. 

 
Names for nomination can be submitted to the committee at anytime by any member of the 
community, alumni or by one of the committee members themselves.  Nominations will be 
accepted in the form of a resume or biography or by completing a nomination form.  
Nomination forms may be received from and sent to Marengo Community High School 
District #154, Hall of Fame Committee, 110 Franks Road, Marengo, IL 60152 or email at 
halloffame@mchs154.org.        
 
SPECIAL THANKS 

 The Hall of Fame Committee members: Elizabeth Henning, Mary Noe, Roger Cannon, 
Chico Alvarez, Rod Poppe, Dr. Dan Bertrand, Scott Shepard, Chad Olson, Becky 
Chayer, Robert Pomykala 

 To the Marengo Community High School District #154 Board of Education for their 
monetary support for the awards and dinner.  

 To Danielle O’Young for writing the biographies for each inductee. 

 To Mary Zeibart and her Foods II/III students for preparing the dinner.   

 To junior, Caitlyn Nakoneczny for playing the piano during dinner this evening. 
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In 1942, the Marengo High School football team achieved greatness when it became the first in 
school history to finish a season undefeated. This momentous accomplishment would not be 
repeated for another 21 years. The season began with Head Coach Emery Ebert being called 
into service for his country to serve in the Armed Forces during World War II. In Ebert's 
absence, Assistant Coach Albert Dittman rose to fill the position with the help of Gustave Stuart 
as an assistant. The team started the season strong, setting a conference scoring record in their 
second game of the season against Rockton. The 42-man well-balanced squad continued to 
work hard throughout the season to fight to a 9-0 conference record and North Six Conference 
champions. Most, if not all, of the 1942 football team went into military service after graduating 
during World War II. Over two decades would pass before another Marengo football team would 
complete a season untied and undefeated like the boys of 1942. 
     Team members were first row: L to R - P. Holliday, D. Anderson, R. Riley, H. Nelson, S. 
Block, D. Marshall, E. Zenk, T. Vail, D. Hemmingsen, J. Beldin. Second row: L to R – H. Wright, 
W. Schmidt, H. Tanner, R. Ackman, R. Hansing, B. Mackey, R. Penney, J. Polnow, J. Flynn, J. 
Ratfield, Coach Dittman. Third row: L to R - Asst. Coach Stuart, K. Raddatz, R. Hills, H. Nulle, C. 
Darfler, R. Stockwell, B. Olinger, H. Hemmingsen, W. Gustafson, J. Mattingly.  Not pictured: R. 
Rupprecht, W. Albrecht, L. Humbracht, A. Roth, W. Northrup, D. Freudenberg, G. Kranz, B. 
Clark, R. Baseley, B. McMackin, B. Stake, L. Winkleman and A. Phelps.   

1942 FOOTBALL TEAM 

TEAMWORK 
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Alex “Chico” Alvarez has contributed 40 years 

of meritorious service to the Marengo  

Community High School District. Alvarez 

attended high school at MCHS where he 

excelled in football, baseball, and track. After 

graduating in 1956, he went on to attend 

Rockford Business College. His dedication to 

the district and community continued and grew 

as he spent 31 years working for the Marengo Post Office. During this time, he also served 

on the Union School Board for four years and was a part of the first board to form the 

Marengo-Union Elementary District. In 1980, Alvarez helped start the Marengo Booster Club 

of which he served as President for 25 years. Additionally, Alvarez's other contributions to the 

district included 35 years with the Union Lyons Club, member of the original Board of 

Summer with the Arts program, and service with the Rescue Squad. Alvarez's decades of 

service to the district make him a role model to the community and a true friend of Marengo 

High School.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    ALEX “CHICO” 
ALVAREZ 

                                   

FRIEND 
 

ALEX “CHICO” 

ALVAREZ 
 

FRIEND 
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Coach Homer “Bill” Barry, an Illinois Basketball 

Coaches Association Hall of Famer, coached for 

38 seasons, his last 29 at Marengo, where his 

record was 573-211. While at Marengo, Barry put 

together a string of achievements that are almost 

unheard of at any level in Illinois state basketball, 

winning 13 Class A regional championships in a 

15-year span from 1978 through 1992. Coach 

Barry's teams won 20 or more games 14 times and 

17 Class A regional titles. The Indians also won five sectional championships and one 

Supersectional, in 1990. Coach Barry's first coaching job was at Bethany. From there, he 

moved to Forest-Strawn-Wing, then Huntley, before coming to Marengo for the 1968-69 

season. The Indians were 8-15 his first season, but had only one other losing season in the 

next 28 years. Barry stepped down after the 1997 season, leaving his long-time assistant, 

Roger Cannon, a loaded team which advanced to the DeKalb Supersectional in 1998 and 

finished 27-3. During his time coaching basketball, Barry's team won 17 regional 

championships, five sectional championships, and they made it to the sweet 16 and elite 8 

levels in the state tournament. Homer “Bill” Barry retired from coaching after the 1997 

basketball season with a career record of 718-345, which still ranks No. 10 on the all-time list 

of Illinois boy’s basketball coaches. In addition to these extensive accomplishments, Barry's 

other accolades included Northwest Herald Coach of the Year, IBCA Area Coach of the Year, 

and IBCA Hall of Fame coach. Coach Barry's also served the district as the head track coach 

and an assistant football coach. His dedication and commitment was evident off the athletic 

fields as well, as he spent time as a dean of students and also as a P.E. and driver education 

teacher. Coach Barry and his wife, Dorcas, have four sons: Bill, Mike, Joe, and Pat.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    HOMER “BILL” 
BARRY  

                                   
COMMITMENT  
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Elmer Behnke was drafted by the Rochester Royals 

in the 1951 NBA Draft. Before this outstanding 

professional achievement, Behnke made a name 

for himself playing basketball at Marengo High 

School. During the 1945-46 season, Marengo went 

24-6 and became champions of the North Six 

Conference. The following season, the team 

improved its record to 26-4 and rose to become the  

champions of the newly-formed SWANI conference. The Indians also became the first time 

winners of the McHenry County Basketball Tournament. After graduating, Behnke went on to 

play four years of basketball for Bradley University. The 1949-50 Bradley basketball team 

made history—a particular bit of collegiate basketball history can never be repeated. After 

posting a record of 27-3 during the regular season, including a trip to the Sugar Bowl, the 

Braves went on to face the eastern power City College of New York in the championship 

games of both the National Invitational, the big post-season tournament of the time, and the 

NCAA tournament. Although the Braves fell short in both games, including a controversial 

loss in the NIT, the team became legendary, and in 1953, Behnke was inducted into the 

Bradley Hall of Fame. Behnke, a 6'7” center, ended his basketball career at Bradley with a 

career total of 98 points, averaging just under 8 points a game. After the 1951 basketball 

season, he was drafted in the fourth round of the NBA draft as the thirty-eighth overall pick by 

the Rochester Royals. After being traded, Behnke spent the 1951-52 season playing for the 

Milwaukee Hawks. The Elmer Behnke Era at Marengo High School established a standard of 

excellence for the basketball program.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ELMER BEHNKE 
 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR 

ACHIEVEMENT 
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Scott Gustafson's extraordinary artistic talents 

were not limited to specialize in any one format as 

his 25 year career spanned animation, illustration, 

painting, and writing. Gustafson was inspired by 

the works of Walt Disney and the Warner brothers 

at an early age. He retained a strong aspiration for 

a career in animation until he was inspired by an 

illustrated book he discovered in high school in his 

hometown of Marengo, Illinois. After graduating 

from Marengo High School in 1975, and following 

his earliest ambition to become an animator and his dreams of making animated films, 

Gustafson attended the Chicago Academy of Fine Arts and majored in animation. While 

studying, he remained galvanized by the detail, color, and vibrancy of illustrators like Wyeth, 

Arthur Rackman, and Norman Rockwell. After leaving art school, Gustafson began 

considering illustration as a career option. As an illustrator, his classic, opulent approach 

gained immediate response and he was soon commissioned to create works for The 

Saturday Evening Post, Dreamworks, and the Greenwich Workshop among others. As his 

readership grew, Gustafson expanded his artistic interests. He created more than a dozen 

paintings based on fairy tales and nursery rhymes, illustrated a number of classic children’s 

books, and was awarded the Chelsey Award for best book illustrations from the Association 

of Science Fiction and Fantasy Arts for his work in Classic Fairy Tales. Similarly, in 2007, he 

won Silver in the category of Best Children's Picture Book from the Independent Publisher 

Book Awards for his illustrations in his book Favorite Nursery Rhymes from Mother Goose. 

Gustafson is also a published writer, having written and illustrated his first novel, Eddie: The 

Lost Youth of Edgar Allen Poe. His work is known for its visual richness and imagination. His 

use of animated facial expressions, body gestures, movement, texture, and color blend 

together to create the memorable artistic interpretations of written classics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCOTT GUSTAFSON 
 

PERSONAL 

ACHIEVEMENT 
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Carl Lundgren was a pitcher for the Chicago Cubs 

between 1902 and 1909, during which time the 

Cubs won the 1906 National League pennant and 

back-to-back World Series Championships in 1907 

and 1908, the latter accomplishment marking the 

last time the team appeared in a World Series. In 

his eight years with the Cubs, Lundy amassed a 

total of 92 wins. In 1907 alone, he earned 18 wins, 

pitched 207 innings without allowing a home run, 

threw seven shutouts, and had an era of 1.17, 

making it the second lowest in the Major Leagues. 

Before his successful professional career, Lundgren attended the University of Illinois at 

Champaign-Urbana. In addition to studying civil engineering, he played football for the Illini 

for three years and pitched for the baseball team all four years, serving as team captain in 

1902. Lundgren led the Illini to two Big Ten Championships including victories over 

powerhouses Yale, Princeton, and Penn State. After graduation, Lundgren made his Major 

League debut on June 19, 1902 with the Cubs, making him the first U of I baseball player to 

make it to the Major League level. After leaving professional baseball, Lundgren went on to a 

brilliant coaching career. He began as a freshman baseball coach at Princeton before 

heading to Michigan as a varsity coach. Lundgren was called “the greatest of all college 

baseball coaches,” and was drawn back to his alma mater, U of I, where he coached six 

championship teams and developed future renowned coaches. Lundgren began his athletic 

career in Marengo, Illinois. He graduated from Marengo High School in 1898. His family lived 

on a farm in Marengo until 1900. Lundgren's successful athletic career and exemplary 

sportsmanship and leadership continue to honor his hometown community. The athletic fields 

at Zion Lutheran are marked with an honorary sign on the East side commemorating his 

outstanding accomplishments as a student, athlete, and coach. 

CARL LUNDGREN 
 

PERSONAL 

ACHIEVEMENT 
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After graduating from Marengo Community High 

School in 1950, Rod Poppe went on to dedicate 37 

years of service to the district in a number of 

different positions. Poppe graduated high school 

with major letters in football, baseball, track, and 

basketball and was honored with an American 

Legion Award. He attended Valparaiso University 

where he continued his excellence in athletics as a 

letterman in baseball for two years and served as 

team captain for the football team, winning the 

MVP award in 1954. In 1955, he graduated from 

VU with his B.S. and high distinction honors. For 

the next two years, Poppe served his country in 

the U.S. Army stationed out of Fort Hood, Texas. 

Poppe then joined the faculty at MCHS in 1957 as 

a teacher and coach. Over the years, Poppe 

taught P.E., driver education, history, geography, 

and government. On the football field, Poppe served as the head coach for 23 years and led 

the Indians to seven undefeated seasons during this time. From 1965-1973, the Indians lost 

only six games. Poppe's lifetime football coaching record included 144 wins and only 54 

losses. In 1989, he was inducted into the Illinois Football Hall of Fame. Additionally, during 

his time with the district, he also served as the sophomore basketball coach for thirteen years 

and as the head baseball coach for eight years. During his 37 years of service, Poppe was 

the athletic director for 25 years. To honor his dedicated service in this position, in 1990, he 

was inducted into the Illinois Athletic Directors Hall of Fame and similarly honored when his 

alma mater inducted him into the Valparaiso University Athletic Hall of Fame. His other 

extensive honors include being granted the Valparaiso University Alumni Achievement Award 

in 1984, establishing the Valparaiso University Endowed Scholarship Fund in 1984, and 

having the MCHS Athletic fields named after him in 1993. Poppe has been married to his 

wife, Irene, since 1955, and their four children all attended MCHS.   
  

 

 

 

ROD POPPE 

 
COMMITTMENT 

ROD POPPE 
 

     COMMITTMENT 

ROD POPPE 
 

       COMMITTMENT 
 

ROD POPPE 
 

COMMITMENT 
 


