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PROGRAM 

 
 

Welcome     Dan Bertrand, Superintendent 

 

Opening Comments   Angela Fink, Principal 

 

Hall of Fame Induction  Robert Pomykala 

President of the Hall of Fame Committee  

 

Introduction of Awards  Hall of Fame Committee Members 

 

Presentation of Awards  Committee Members 

 

Closing Comments   Dan Bertrand, Superintendent  

 

 
 

 
2016 HALL of FAME 

Inductee    Category       Presenter 
 

 

Ed Reeves     Commitment  Roger Cannon, Committee Member 

 

Bob Tirk     Commitment  Bob Pomykala, Committee Member 

         Sally Butzow 

 

Matt Dunker    Extra-Curricular     Chad Olson, Committee Member  

and Kelly Camp, Former Coach 

    
         

Dorothy (Kometani) Kittaka  Personal Achievement Mary Noe, Committee Member 

         Rita (Courier) Garcia 

 

Ken Dunek Personal Achievement Roger Cannon, Committee  

Member  

 

Bob Botts     Service   Rebecca Chayer, Committee  

Member and Charlie Petrauskis,  

Retired Teacher 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

HALL OF FAME RECOGNITION CRITERIA 
 

The purpose of the Hall of Fame for Marengo Community High School District #154 is to honor 
and recognize Marengo Community High School students, staff members, alumni and supporters 
who have demonstrated excellence and commitment.  The award could also be given to others 
who have given meritorious service to Marengo Community High School.   
 

HALL OF FAME CATEGORIES 
A person can qualify for the Hall of Fame in one of the following categories: 

 SERVICE- Marengo High School graduates and staff members who have contributed 
significantly to their community, state or country and been out of school or retired for at 
least ten (10) years. 

  PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT-A former Marengo Community High School student who has 
been honored or recognized by their college, profession or peers for their success and 
achievements. This person also must have been out of school for more than ten (10) 
years. 

 EXTRA-CURRICULARS- Former extra-curricular participant who was recognized for 
excellence by their organization or team for at least two years and in addition, received 
honors in one or all of the following:  All-Conference-District-Sectional-State or American.  
They must have graduated from Marengo Community High School and been out of school 
for more than ten (10) years. 

 COMMITMENT- Past or present staff members who worked at Marengo Community High 
School for a minimum of ten years.  

 FRIEND OF MARENGO - One who has given meritorious service to Marengo Community 
High School, or has been a loyal friend to the school.  

 TEAMWORK- A Marengo Community High School  team or organization, which had 
outstanding achievement including record status or state recognition, ten (10) years prior to 
selection. 

 
Names for nomination can be submitted to the committee at any time by any member of the 
community, alumni or by one of the committee members themselves.  Nominations will be 
accepted by completing a nomination form.  Nomination forms may be received from and sent to 
Marengo Community High School District #154, Hall of Fame Committee, 110 Franks Road, 
Marengo, IL 60152 or email at halloffame@mchs154.org.        
 
SPECIAL THANKS 

 The Hall of Fame Committee members: Board Member - Jodie Kanaly;  Community 
Members - Mary Noe, Roger Cannon, Chico Alvarez, and Rod Poppe; Administration - Dan 
Bertrand, Angela Fink; Staff - Chad Olson, Becky Chayer, Robert Pomykala. 

 To the Marengo Community High School District #154 Board of Education for their 
monetary support for the awards and dinner.  

 To Danielle O’Young for writing the biographies for each inductee. 

 To Kelly Wille and her Foods II/III students and to Cafeteria Manager Elizabeth Molbeck 
and the MCHS kitchen staff for serving and preparing the dinner.   

 To Kim Johnson for decorating the tables.   
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Ed Reeves was a long-time teacher, coach, and friend to students of all backgrounds, talents, and 
abilities. After playing three years of varsity football, and graduating with his degree from 
Carthage College, Ed Reeves received his first teaching job in Astoria, Illinois in 1948, where he 
taught physical education at several one room schools and coached varsity basketball at Astoria 
High School. Ed’s next job was in Eaton, Illinois where he taught and served as the basketball 
coach from 1950-1957. As varsity coach, the team won two District Championships and a County 
Championship. In 1957, he moved on to Richmond, Illinois to continue his teaching and coaching 
career until finally ending up in Marengo in 1962, where he remained for the next 32 years. In 
addition to teaching, Reeves served Head Football Coach Rod Poppe for many years as the 
varsity line coach.  During this time, the Marengo football team enjoyed a long streak of winning 
seasons. After football season, Reeves served as an assistant basketball coach and head track 
coach at Marengo. During his tenure as head track coach, Reeves earned conference titles in the 
Shark Conference, the Big Eight Conference, and a tie for the Northwest Suburban Conference 
Championship. He also coached the team to a title in the Oregon Sectional, which is the only 
sectional championship to date in school history. He started the now famous southern trips where 
the track and baseball teams would travel to Southern Illinois to sightsee, to learn about their 
state, and to compete to prepare for the upcoming season.  His commitment to the athletes and 
students extended past just winning titles; Reeves’ greatest accomplishments were not his 
winning records but his ability to communicate and motivate those he coached. As the parent of 
three boys who Ed coached recently said, “In a time when No Child Left Behind was not in 
existence, Ed never left a child behind.”  Current Head Wrestling Coach and former player, Tim 
Keefer said, “Coach Reeves was the best coach I have ever had.  It did not matter if you were a 
freshmen or a senior, he worked with everyone the same.  I always knew that he genuinely cared 
about me and everyone, not only as an athlete, but a person as well.” He had a knack to move 
athletes to a higher level of play which is why former athletes hold him in the highest of regards. 

    
ED REEVES 

 
COMMITTMENT 



 

 

 

 
 

Robert Tirk received his Bachelor’s degree from Lawrence University in Appleton, Wisconsin and 
his Masters of Music from Vandercook School of Music in Chicago.   Bob was deeply committed 
to the students and community of Marengo throughout his twenty one years as band director. Tirk 
began his teaching career in Huntley, Illinois in 1965. Later, he taught in Woodstock District 200 
before finally arriving at Marengo Community High School in 1973 where he taught until 1994.  
 
Bob Tirk served as the MCHS Band Director while instructing the Concert Band, Marching Band 
and Jazz bands. During his time as band director, he increased the school’s band size to over 
150 students and had to create three different jazz bands to accommodate the eager students. 
He provided his bands with the opportunities to perform and travel to places such as the Arctic 
Circle/Hudson Bay, Florida, Nova Scotia, and California and playing at Chicago White Sox games 
and half-time at a Chicago Bears/Green Bay Packers Game.  He created a welcoming, successful 
environment for the band that enticed many to join the music program and become a part of its 
culture. Students that couldn’t even play instruments found themselves volunteering to carry the 
banner during marching season just to be around Tirk’s energy. Under his direction, the band 
flourished and brimmed with pride. The band’s success was evident by the accolades and awards 
earned by the marching and concert bands, but one of Tirk’s most notable accomplishments was 
organizing the Settlers’ Day Band Competition in 1984, a competition that still exists today. Bob 
co-founded the Marengo/Union Music Co-op and Marengo Summer With The Arts and is a former 
Director of the Marengo Park District.    
 
 

 

BOB TIRK 
 

COMMITTMENT 



 

 

  
 

Matthew Dunker’s excellence in athletics is evident as demonstrated by his numerous 
extracurricular accolades. During high school, Dunker accumulated 10 varsity letters. He was an 
active participant in football, boys basketball, and track and field from 1995-1998. In his football 
career, Dunker was a two-time All-Conference, All-Area and All-State athlete. During his senior 
year, he was the preseason player of the year. He was also honored by being selected for the 
Northwest Herald's All-Century Team, earning runner up for the Northwest Herald’s Athlete of the 
Year, and being selected to Marengo High School’s All-Decade team. He broke a school record 
for season receiving yards (+1,000) and another school record for career receiving yards (+2,000) 
during his tenure with the Indians. In basketball, Dunker was twice recognized as an All-
Conference and All-Area athlete and was awarded the honors for All-State his senior year. In 
track, Dunker qualified for state three times in the triple jump. His triple jump of 44’3 ¾ is still the 
school record. After high school, Dunker received a full Division One Scholarship for athletics to 
Northern Illinois University to play football, where he was selected as a Mid-American Conference 
All-Conference tight end.  He was also selected to the NCAA Division One Collegiate Academic 
Team. 
 

MATT DUNKER 

 

EXTRA-

CURRICULUAR 
 



 

 

 

  
Despite the challenges of being a Japanese American in the Post World War II era, the number of 
personal and professional accomplishments of Dorothy Kittaka is simply astounding. She has 
been recognized on many occasions for her musical talent and projects revolving around her work 
with music and education. Dorothy was born in Auburn, WA in 1939. In 1942, during the hysteria 
of WWII, 120,000 Japanese Americans were taken from their homes on the west coast and were 
incarcerated with no due process of law into 10 different Internment Camps. Dorothy’s family, 
parents Kizo and Sakaye and three older brothers, Ted, Tom and George, were sent to three 
camps when she was 2 to 5 years old. They went to Pinedale, CA and then to Tule Lake, CA and 
finally spent the last year at Heart Mountain Wyoming. Her parents raised their family as best they 
could in an impossible situation.  It was in Heart Mountain, that Dorothy heard her first sound of 
music from a lonely trumpet player who she called the “Poo-Pa-Poo Man” because she didn’t 
know the name of the instrument, being only 4-5 years old. This melody haunted her for over 70 
years. In 2015, through the research of many people, she found the identity of the man whose 
melody on the trumpet influenced her interest in music, which became her lifelong vocation and 
passion. His name was Ichijiro Yoshida. He died before she could thank him personally for his 
part in her life as a music educator and performer.  
 
After the war ended, her family moved to Marengo, Illinois because her father Kizo was offered a 
job along with several other Japanese Americans coming out of the camps, by the Curtis Candy 
Company.  Kizo was a tool and dye maker, inventor, artist and a mechanic.  Dorothy was 
educated in Marengo schools from grade school through her high school graduation in 1957.   
 
 

DOROTHY 

(KOMETANI) 

KITTAKA  

 
PERSONAL 

ACHIEVEMENT 

 
 



 

 

During her four years at MCHS, she was actively involved with extracurricular activities including 
everything from cheerleading to photography club to band and choir. Dorothy never told her 
Marengo classmates about her background before coming to Marengo until her 55th Class 
Reunion due to the lesson her parents taught her: look forward, forget the past and study hard.  
Her family practiced GAMAN, which is a Japanese word, which means, “persevere”, “Grin and 
bear it”.  It was this GAMAN which helped the internees mentally survive in the camps.   
 
After leaving Marengo, Dorothy attended Northern Illinois University where she received a 
Bachelor of Science in Music Education. Following her time at NIU, she earned a Master of 
Science in Education with an emphasis in music from Indiana University. From there, she began a 
career as an educator that spanned 34 years of service in Illinois and Indiana. In 1999, she was 
inducted into the National Teachers’ Hall of Fame. While teaching, Dorothy was also the co-
founder of the Foundation for Art and Music in Elementary Education (FAME), which has reached 
over 4,500,000 children and adults in Indiana with multicultural arts since its beginning in 1987. 
Due to the sprawling reach of FAME, Dorothy also accepted the Parents Magazine “As They 
Grow Award” presented by Hillary Clinton at the White House. Additionally, Dorothy was also the 
director of the Discipline-based Music Institute at the University of Tennessee for three years. 
Outside of her career in music education, she was also a distinguished performer. She gave 
recitals in Illinois and Indiana and has been a soprano soloist with the Ft. Wayne Philharmonic 
and former member of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra chorus. Her additional honors include: 
Kennedy Center Arts Fellow, editor of “Kids Kreate Opera America,” IMEA Outstanding 
Elementary Music Teacher, runner-up and finalist for the Indiana Teacher of the Year, and Arts 
United “Margaret Ann Keegan Award” and “Esther Collyer Lifetime Achievement Award.” She is 
very busy in retirement after teaching for 47 years in private studio and in public schools and still 
volunteers with FAME and teaches opera and music at Fine Arts summer camps.  She also 
serves as the President of the Fort Wayne Sister Cities International and recently traveled to 
Mawlamyine, Myanmar to sign a Friendship City agreement between Mawlamyine and the city of 
Fort Wayne, IN.  She still sings with the Bach Collegium, a choral organization that performs 
works mainly by JS Bach. She gives lectures to high school and university classes on the 
Japanese American Internment which for many years was left out of the history books. Her hope 
is, given the world situation today that history will not repeat itself.  

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
Ken Dunek, a 1975 graduate of Marengo High School, cultivated a successful professional career 
in the sports world. Dunek played basketball at Marengo, and following graduation, he accepted a 
scholarship to Paducah Community College in Kentucky, where he was an All-Region JUCO 
player his sophomore year in basketball. Following this season, he accepted a full ride 
scholarship for basketball at Memphis State University and played the 1977 season there. The 
next year, he switched to a football scholarship, playing tight end in 1978, despite the fact that he 
never played high school football. His senior year at Memphis, he played football and basketball 
before graduating with a Bachelor's Degree in Communications. Because of his collegiate 
success, Dunek accepted an offer to play for the Philadelphia Eagles as a free agent in the 1980 
season, where he made the team as a rookie. He was active for two regular season games and 
received an NFC Championship ring when the Eagles participated in Super Bowl XV. He was 
released in 1981, and following this, he briefly played for the Baltimore Colts and the New York 
Giants. He completed his professional football career with the two-time USFL Champion 
Philadelphia Stars, where they were triumphant during those two seasons. With the Stars, Dunek 
set a single game receiving record for the franchise in 1985. When his career as an athlete came 
to a close, he pursued achievement in other areas. He wrote a book called An Impossible Journey 
in 2008, began publishing a bi-monthly magazine called “Jersey Man” in 2010, and coached local 
AAU and high school basketball teams. Currently, he is an active volunteer and the executive 
producer of the upcoming documentary “The Team That Time Forgot” about the Philadelphia 
Stars.  
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Robert Botts has been a tremendous servant of the Marengo-Union community in a number of 
ways.  He dedicated himself as a business teacher at Marengo Community High School for thirty-
three years.   Among his acts of service, he founded the Marengo Area Schools Education 
Foundation (MASEF) in 1992 at a time when the public schools did not have a community backed 
endowment fund. As a result, Marengo was one of the first communities in the state to form a 
private organization for the express purpose of raising money to invest in their schools. The money 
earned through investments from MASEF is given to schools beyond the normal tax expenditures. 
Today, the organization continues to thrive in Marengo and has an endowment fund of about 
$900,000 that will continue to benefit local area schools for years to come.  In addition to his work 
with MASEF, Bob also transformed the Loaves and Fishes food pantry, run by the Interchurch 
Council of Marengo, into the Marengo area OutReach Enterprise, or M.O.R.E., a not for profit 
organization dedicated to supporting those in need in the community. Bob wrote the bylaws for 
M.O.R.E., served as the president of the board of directors, and has been serving as the Executive 
Director for the past ten years. What makes Bob an asset to the community is his selfless desire to 
help others with compassion. Throughout his service, he has done all on a volunteer basis.  Bob 
always treated those he has come in contact with kindness and respect. 

ROBERT (BOB) 
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MARENGO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL  
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

 
 
 

COMMITTMENT 
Rod Poppe 
Homer “Bill” Barry 
Jim Schmid 
Gladys  “Penny”  Miller  
Ed Reeves 
Bob Tirk 
 
 
 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
Elmer Behneke 
Sara Ettner Glakas 
Kristan Knake Manning 
Eugene Loeffel 
Matt Dunker 

 
 
 

FRIEND 
Chico Alvarez 
Robert J. Kooi 
 
 

 
PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT 
Carl Lundgren 
Scott Gustafson 
Dr. Robert Chandler 
Herbert H. Franks 
Dr. Gregory Carmichael 
Ken Dunek 
Dorothy (Kometani) Kittaka 
 
 
SERVICE 
Richard Fitzsimmons 
Bob Botts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TEAM WORK 
1942 Football Team 
1966-1970 Football Teams 
1992 Football Team 

 
 
 
 
 


