
 

 

 

 

 

Hall of Fame 

Induction 

 
 
 

Saturday, February 7, 2015 

MCHS Cafeteria/Auditorium 

 

 

 

 

MARENGO COMMUNITY 

HIGH SCHOOL  

DISTRICT 

#154 

 



 

 

 
PROGRAM 

 
 

Welcome     Dr. Dan Bertrand, Superintendent 

 

Opening Comments   Angela Fink, Principal 

 

Hall of Fame Induction  Robert Pomykala 

President of the Hall of Fame Committee  

 

Introduction of Awards  Hall of Fame Committee Members 

 

Presentation of Awards  Elizabeth Henning, Board President 

 

Closing Comments   Dan Bertrand, Superintendent  

 

 
 

 
2015 HALL of FAME 

Inductee    Category       Presenter 
 

 

 

Eugene Loeffel     Extra-Curricular     Wes Courier, Community Member 

 

Kristan Knake Manning    Extra-Curricular   Joel Danzl-Tauer, Former Coach  

        

Dr. Gregory Carmichael Personal Achievement Robert Pomykala,  

Committee Member  
          

Herbert H. Franks     Personal Achievement Dr. Dan Bertrand,  

Committee Member 
 

Richard Fitzsimmons    Service   Wes Courier, Community Member 

 

1992 Football Team    Teamwork   Elizabeth Henning, Committee  

Member and Board President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

HALL OF FAME RECOGNITION CRITERIA 
 

The purpose of the Hall of Fame for Marengo Community High School District #154 is to honor and 
recognize Marengo Community High School students, staff members, alumni and supporters who 
have demonstrated excellence and commitment.  The award could also be given to others who 
have given meritorious service to Marengo Community High School.   
 

HALL OF FAME CATEGORIES 
A person can qualify for the Hall of Fame in one of the following categories: 

 SERVICE- Marengo High School graduates and staff members who have contributed 
significantly to their community, state or country and been out of school or retired for at least 
ten (10) years. 

  PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT-A former Marengo Community High School student who has 
been honored or recognized by their college, profession or peers for their success and 
achievements. This person also must have been out of school for more than ten (10) years. 

 EXTRA-CURRICULARS- Former extra-curricular participant who was recognized for 
excellence by their organization or team for at least two years and in addition, received 
honors in one or all of the following:  All-Conference-District-Sectional-State or American.  
They must have graduated from Marengo Community High School and been out of school 
for more than ten (10) years. 

 COMMITMENT- Past or present staff members who worked at Marengo Community High 
School for a minimum of ten years.  

 FRIEND OF MARENGO - One who has given meritorious service to Marengo Community 
High School, or has been a loyal friend to the school.  

 TEAMWORK- A Marengo Community High School  team or organization, which had 
outstanding achievement including record status or state recognition, ten (10) years prior to 
selection. 

 
Names for nomination can be submitted to the committee at anytime by any member of the 
community, alumni or by one of the committee members themselves.  Nominations will be accepted 
by completing a nomination form.  Nomination forms may be received from and sent to Marengo 
Community High School District #154, Hall of Fame Committee, 110 Franks Road, Marengo, IL 
60152 or email at halloffame@mchs154.org.        
 
SPECIAL THANKS 

 The Hall of Fame Committee members: Elizabeth Henning, Mary Noe, Roger Cannon, Chico 
Alvarez, Rod Poppe, Dr. Dan Bertrand, Angela Fink, Chad Olson, Becky Chayer, Robert 
Pomykala 

 To the Marengo Community High School District #154 Board of Education for their monetary 
support for the awards and dinner.  

 To Danielle O’Young for writing the biographies for each inductee. 

 To Kelly Bambini and her Foods II/III students and Mrs. Elizabeth Molbeck and the MCHS 
kitchen staff for serving and preparing the dinner.   

 To Kim Johnson for decorating the tables.   
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gene Loeffel was known by his peers for his natural gifts of speed, power, and coordination as an 

athlete; skills that were unmatched in the school, conference, and region during his years at MCHS. 

He was a four year, four sport athlete, participating in track, basketball, baseball, and football from 

1955 to 1960. He lettered all four years in football, playing the positions of halfback, defensive 

back, and the primary kickoff and punt returner. His high knee running style, akin to football great 

Gale Sayers, made him extremely difficult to tackle, as he would drive, cut, and juke around 

defenders. He was awarded the Most Valuable Player award in football his sophomore, junior, and 

senior years; was an All-Conference pick his junior and senior years; and was an Honorable 

Mention for the All-State team his senior year. He graduated in 1960 and attended Illinois State 

University on a football scholarship. During basketball season at Marengo, Gene was the starting 

point guard on the varsity squad from his sophomore through his senior year at MCHS. He was 

recognized by teammates for his quickness and athleticism and was an All-Conference player. In 

the spring, Gene took on the task of participating in two sports during the same season: baseball 

and track. On the baseball diamond, he lettered all four years as the team’s center fielder, pitcher, 

clean-up power hitter, and stolen base leader. In track, he participated in the long jump, shot put, 

100 and 220 yard sprints, and he anchored the 4x100 and 4x220 relays. He was a member of the 

conference winning relay team for the 4x440 in his sophomore year. By the time he graduated from 

MCHS, Gene had amassed 14 varsity letters, won the title of “Best Athlete” his senior year, and 

won the All-School Decathlon his sophomore, junior, and senior years. His work ethic, modesty, 

and talent made him an exceptional teammate and role model, and as told by Coach Bob Matte, 

“He was a good athlete, and more importantly, a really good fellow.” 

    
EUGENE "GENE" 

LOEFFEL 
 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR 

ACHIEVEMENT 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During her high school career in the late 1990’s, Kristan Knake Manning made a name for 

herself as a standout athlete at Marengo High School. She was a three-sport athlete, excelling 

in basketball, volleyball, and track, but it was her talent as a basketball player that led her way 

into the Hall of Fame. She also played softball her junior and senior years.  At the end of her 

high school basketball career, roughly 93 games, Kristan was the all-time leading scorer for 

the girl’s basketball program with 1644 points, and she had 324 career assists and 658 career 

rebounds. She holds the single season scoring record at MCHS with 670 points and a 20.9 

point per game average as well as the single game scoring record of 39 points vs. Byron her 

senior year.  She was a 3-time unanimous All-Conference player for the 1996/97, 1997/98, and 

1998/99 seasons. Her senior year, she was selected for 1st Team All-State, and to the Elite 

Eight All-Tournament Team. At the State tournament she set a single game record for 

consecutive free throws with 13.  During her high school basketball career, she was also 

recognized as part of the Northwest Herald’s All-Area Team for three consecutive years. Off 

the basketball court, many watched her achieve success as a young member of the track 

team. In both her freshman and sophomore years, she qualified for the State Track Meet for 

the long jump and 100 meter hurdles. After graduating from MCHS, Kristan went on to play 

four years of basketball for Northern Illinois University where she was selected as an all 

conference player in the Mid-American conference her freshman year and was honorable 

mention her junior year.  She is one of 19 players at NIU to score more than 1000 points in her 

career and two games in which she scored 29 points.  Her outstanding achievements in 

athletics left a legacy at Marengo Community High School. 

 

 

KRISTAN KNAKE 

MANNING 
 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR 

ACHIEVEMENT 



 

 

  
     Gregory Carmichael began his academic career at Marengo High School and graduated with the 
Class of 1970, however, this was only the beginning of his success and personal achievements. 
Following graduation, Carmichael continued his education at Iowa State University where he 
earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Chemical Engineering. From there, he spent the next few years 
studying at the University of Kentucky where he earned his Master’s Degree in Chemical 
Engineering as well as a Doctorate Degree in the same field. 
      Dr. Carmichael has served as a faculty member at the University of Iowa since 1978. He has 
chaired the department of chemical and biochemical engineering for 14 years, been associate dean 
for research and graduate studies for the College of Engineering for 10 years, and currently serves 
as director of the Iowa Informatics Initiative. During the course of his career, Dr. Carmichael has 
established himself as an international leader in the development of chemical transport models at 
regional scales. He has worked extensively on issues of long range transport of photochemical 
pollutants and aerosols from Asia, and on the impact of Asian development on the environment.  
     He has over 300 journal publications. The majority of his recent papers detail studies in regional 
atmospheric chemistry and air quality. These research activities include the development of 
comprehensive air quality models and their application to Asian air quality, including Asian 
development and its impact on the environment.  Most recently his efforts have included the further 
development and application of air quality and chemical weather forecasting capabilities. He has 
provided forecasting support for many field campaigns.   
     He is a Fellow of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers and recipient of several awards 
including the Lawrence K. Cecil Award for outstanding chemical engineering contribution and 
achievement in the preservation or improvement of the environment. He also is actively engaged in 
professional service including serving as Chair of the Science Advisory Board for Environmental 
Research Programs, World Meteorological Organization, member of NASA’s Earth Science 
Subcommittee, Chair of the Environmental Division of the American Society of Chemical Engineers, 
and member of the science steering committee for the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) project on Atmospheric Brown Clouds in Asia.    Dr. Carmichael was also a 2014 inductee 
into the Hall of Fame as a member of the undefeated 1966-1970 Football Teams.  

DR. GREGORY 

CARMICHAEL  

 
PERSONAL 

ACHIEVEMENT 
 



 

 

 

 Herbert Franks spent most of his life in Marengo and McHenry county. After graduating high school 
at the age of 15 with the Class of 1950, he enrolled in Roosevelt University in Chicago and then 
moved to Washington D.C., constantly being driven towards success. Out east, he attended law 
school at night at American University while working as an aide to Illinois Congressman Barrett 
O’Hara during the work day. After a semester, he was drafted into the Army. When he was 
discharged in 1958, he re-enrolled in law school and worked for U.S. Senator W. Stuart Symington. 
A few years later, he completed law school, passed the bar, and came back home to open a law 
practice in Rockford. In the years that followed, he started a family, embarked on a partnership with 
Senator Robert Canfield, and moved his wife and sons back to Marengo where he opened an 
office.  That firm is known today as Franks, Gerkin, and McKenna. During his life, Franks has not 
only achieved success, but he has also served his home community. He and his wife were among 
the founders of the McHenry County Jewish Congregation, and he remains an active member of 
the Masonic Lodge, having also received the highest honor of that organization: the 33rd Degree. 
He organized and opened the First National Bank of Marengo, opened the Wonder Lake State 
Bank, served as Chairman of the board for both of those organizations as well as Forest Hospital, 
and was a founder of the Forest Institute for Professional Psychology. His other accomplishments 
include being the first attorney in McHenry County to be elected as the President of the Illinois 
State Bar Association, receiving an honorary Doctorate degree, and serving as the former president 
and director of the Illinois State Bar Association Mutual Insurance Company. In addition to his 
numerous personal achievements, Franks has always given back to his home town. He and his 
wife, Eileen donated $100,000 to our school district in the name of his family to support school and 
community fine arts. Despite not going far from home geographically, it is evident that Herbert H. 
Franks has certainly gone far in life.  

 

HERBERT H. FRANKS  

 
PERSONAL 

ACHIEVEMENT 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Richard Fitzsimmons was well-known during his years at Marengo High School, but he truly made 
his life worthwhile by the service he gave to his country after he graduated. Rich was a graduate of 
the class of 1960. He was known by classmates as a hard working, good natured young man.  He 
participated in football, baseball, basketball, and track and earned varsity letters in all four sports 
his junior and senior years. After he graduated from MCHS, he attended Illinois State University as 
a non-athletic scholarship student. There, he enrolled in the ROTC, and in his junior year, he 
walked on to the Division I university’s track team, specializing in the high jump. With his ROTC 
experience, he next attended flight school at the Naval Air Station in Pensacola, Florida and 
received his wings, becoming an official Navy Aviator in helicopters. From there, Rich rose to the 
rank of Lieutenant, served two terms in Vietnam, and received several medals for his service to the 
country: the Vietnam Service Medal, the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, the National 
Defense Service Medal and Ribbon, the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, and the prestigious “Air 
Medal” for his achievement in aerial flight as a pilot of a helicopter who successfully completed 250 
flight hours in direct combat support operations against the enemy while serving aboard the aircraft 
carrier, U.S.S. Constellation. Along with his team, Rich was responsible for saving pilots who had 
crashed their planes on land or in the sea. After his second tour in Vietnam, while he was 
transporting a wounded crew member, his helicopter went down, and all aboard perished. In his 
short 26 years of life, Rich Fitzsimmons was a shining example of a person having the courage to 
make a commitment to something worthwhile and follow through with that commitment. He is a true 
American Hero, and his life continues to honor himself, his family, his community, his country, and 
everyone associated with MCHS.   
 

 

 

 

    ALEX “CHICO” 
ALVAREZ 

                                   

FRIEND 
 

RICHARD 
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In 1992, the Marengo High School football team became the first team since 1970 to finish the 
regular season with an undefeated record. Under the leadership of head coach Kelly Camp and 
varsity assistant coaches Greg Halverson and Dave Anderson, the team entered the playoffs with a 
9-0 record and ranked third in the Associated Press poll for Class 3A. Marengo had a tough route 
through the playoffs playing several games against some of the premier private school programs in 
the state including defending state champion Addison Driscoll Catholic who they defeated on a last 
second field goal. The team advanced to the State Championship game where they lost to 
DuQuoin High School 14-10 finishing as the Class 3A State Runner-Up with a record of 13-1. 
According to Coach Kelly Camp, the team consisted of a group of players who were tough 
physically and mentally and who had a strong work ethic.  The players loved the game and were 
outstanding leaders amongst their peers.  He noted this group of unique individuals had many 
outstanding athletes and they came together to form a great team whose achievements continue to 
inspire Marengo Community High School athletes today.    
 
 

 
TEAMWORK 

1992 STATE RUNNER-UP  

FOOTBALL TEAM   

 
 



 

 

Josh Adamson Craig Pennell  

 
Jake Adamson Tyson Reinbolz  

 
Trae Anderson  Joe Ritter  

 
Colin Bauman Brian Schifferer  

 
Todd Beth Ryan Seaburg  

 
Jason Borhart Matt Seames  

 
Wade Boxleitner Kurt Shortridge  

 
Corey Brackmann Rick Urso  

 
Jason Craig Brian Urso  

 
Andy Feldt 

 
 

 
Scott Fischer Head Coach: Kelly Camp  

 
Jamie Fischer Assistant Coaches  

 
Joe Flores Dave Anderson  

 
Noel Grivett Mike Dunker  

 
Pete Harper Greg Halverson  

 
Gavin Horn Steve McKnight  

 
Colin Horn Jim Schmid  

 
Dan Kirchhoff Ron Traven  

 
Brian Koplin 
 
Brian Larcombe   

1992 FOOTBALL TEAM 



 

 

 

MARENGO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL  
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

 
 
 

COMMITTEMENT 
Rod Poppe 
Homer “Bill” Barry 
Jim Schmid 
Gladys  “Penny”  Miller  
 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
Elmer Behneke 
Sara Ettner Glakas 
Kristan Knake Manning 
Eugene Loeffel 
 
FRIEND 
Chico Alvarez 
Robert J. Kooi 
 
PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT 
Carl Lundgren 
Scott Gustafson 
Dr. Robert Chandler 
Herbert H. Franks 
Dr. Gregory Carmichael 
 
SERVICE 
Richard Fitzsimmons 
 
TEAM WORK 
1942 Football Team 
1966-1970 Football Teams 
1992 Football Team 

 
 


