
Time seems to be flying by here at Sullivan High 
School.  Seems like just yesterday that I had my 
first freshman class as a principal, and in just over a 
month from now, that same group of students will be 
graduating.  It is a class of truly exceptional young 
people who will be missed next year.  

I would like to take an opportunity to encourage 
parents to talk with your students about appropriate 
use of technology.  We teach what we can here at the 
school, but those lessons must be reinforced at home 
in order to have a lasting impact.  Whether it is dis-
cussing the effects of cyberbullying on others or how 
their digital footprint always follows them, it is important that students understand 
the potential consequences of technology misuse.  Students need to understand 
that inappropriate posts and texts can have ramifications not just here at school, but 
legally or when they go to find a job later on in life.

I also want to encourage parents to get your students to school daily and on time.  
Not only does missing school have a negative impact on your student, but it has a 
negative impact on others as well.  Teachers often have to catch up students who 
have missed, taking away time that they could be spending moving forward with 
the curriculum.  Remember that each student is allotted four parent call-ins per 
semester, everything else needs to be excused by a doctor.  If you do not want to 
take your student to the doctor, they can also be examined by our school nurse, 
who will determine if your student should go home or stay at school.

On a positive note, our extracurricular activities are having a tremendous spring!  
Our boys swim relay team, consisting of Matthew Wesselman, Ethan Schmohe, 
Liam Donovan, Isaac Chambers (Shelbyville), and Johnathan Iacobazzi, qualified 
and competed in state.   We had 4 student athletes qualify for the State Indoor 
Track Meet (Brett Bushue, Aian Fryman, Cassidy Short, and Carter Addison) with 
Bushue finishing 8th in the pole vault, Fryman finishing 8th in the long jump, and 
Short finishing 3rd in the long jump.  Our boys 4x100 relay team of Kaden Guest, 
Kyle Corkill, Paul Bates, and Aian Fryman also broke a 43-year-old school record, 
running the race in 44.58 seconds, which happens to be faster than I can drive that 
distance in my truck.  Our baseball and softball teams are both competing very 
well, having 7 and 3 and 7 and 2 records respectively at the time this article was 
written.  

Our clubs have been very active as well.  Brett Bushue was selected as the State 
FFA Proficiency winner in Equine Science Entrepreneurship (he must have done a 
lot of talking, because he was a little horse afterwards…ba-dum-bum-ching).  We 
have students running for state officer positions in both FCCLA (Sarina Voegel) 
and Student Council (Daniel Downs).  The Spanish Club is planning their trip to 
Chicago.  NEHS and NHS continue to be very active in the community and the 
school, doing a range of service activities and running the community “Little Free 
Library” that is both a library and a place for donations to be made for those in 
need.  Lastly, Mrs. Nichols put on a wonderful art show at the school that drew in 
a very significant crowd.  

2023 •  h o m e . s u l l i v a n . k 1 2 . i l . u s  •  Vo l u m e  7  N u m b e r  2

R           N         Nedskin ation ews

Sullivan Elementary School
910 North Graham Street

Sullivan, IL 61951
Phone: 217-728-2321

Fax: 217-728-4399

Leslie Guyot, Principal

Sara Poynor
Administrative Assistant

Nicole Monroe
Administrative Assistant

Sullivan Middle School
713 North Main Street

Sullivan, IL 61951
Phone: 217-728-8381

Fax: 217-728-4296

Nathan Ogle, Principal

Ryan Aikman, Assistant Principal

Rachel Rose Administrative Assistant

Sullivan High School
725 North Main Street

Sullivan, IL 61951
Phone: 217-728-4139
Fax: 217-728-4139

Dan Allen, Principal

Ryan Aikman, Assistant Principal

Nikki Cloyd, Administrative Assistant

Dr. Ted Walk, Superintendent

Anyone with articles or photos that they would like in the e-newsletter, please submit to the SHSTech@sullivan.k12.il.us email. 

Addresses and 
Administration From the Principal's Desk

Continued on back page.



The Sullivan Singers do it again!! Grand 
Champions, best choreo and best vocals in 
the Chicagoland Showcase Festival Division!! 
And, Triniti Preyer got best solo performance 
in a show!

Sullivan Singers 

Congratulations to the new 2022-2023 NHS Inductees!

Even with a short month, these students still impressed staff with their ability to go above and beyond. The staff 
chose Ethan Schmohe, Hannah Righter, Sarina Voegel, and Anyssa Coffer as February’s Students of the Month! 

Congratulations to these students!

SHS Students of the Month 



On behalf of NHS, we'd like to congratulate March's 
Bless a Teacher: Mrs. Haegen, SES; Mrs. Wilson, 
SMS; and Coach Black, SHS.

March Bless a Teacher

Congratulations to Izzy Hay and Alaina Moore on winning the 
2023 Bird Cage Classic Girl's Basketball All-Star Game. Great job 
representing the Lady Redskins today!

Girls Basketball Allstar Game

Art And Writing Contest 

Sullivan High School is extremely proud to announce 
that senior Natalee Hunter received 2nd place in the film 
division of the INTERNATIONAL 24th Holocaust Art 
and Writing Contest sponsored by Chapman University 
and The 1939 Society!  Former SHS teacher Ms. Lawson, 
Natalee, and her parents, Lee and Nathan, traveled to Los 
Angeles to receive the reward. Way to go Natalee!



5th grade students who met or exceeded their 
goals for Spring MAP testing were recognized with 
a Glow Party.

SMS Glow Party

On Thursday, May 23rd, Sullivan Middle School 
held its 3rd Quarter Breakfast of Champions. 
Congratulations to the following students for 
being nominated by their teachers:

SMS Breakfast of Champions 

SMS Testing Break

Thank you Sullivan Schools for providing 
morning snack bags before testing!! Our 
students say, “Thank You!”



Aian Fryman, Brett Bushue, Carter Addison, and 
Cassidy Short competed in the state indoor track 
and field meet today.    Cassidy claimed 3rd place 
in the long jump with a jump of 5.29 meters and 
Aian finished in 8th place in the long jump with 
a jump of 6.20 meters, while Brett received 8th in 
the pole vault with a vault of 12’1.5”!  #onetribe

State Indoor Track Meet 

Congratulations to Brett Bushue who was selected as the State FFA 
Proficiency Winner in Equine Science Entrepreneurship! Illinois FFA 
recognizes students in forty-eight different areas based on their work-
based learning, also known as Supervised Agricultural Experiences or 
SAE.  
FFA members who demonstrate outstanding agricultural skills and 
competencies through record keeping, leadership, and scholastic 
achievement may be considered for this award.  SAEs allow students to 
learn by doing by either owning and operating an agricultural business, 
working or serving an internship at an agriculture-based business or 
conducting an agriculture-based scientific experiment and reporting 
results.
Receiving this honor now makes Brett eligible to compete in the National 
FFA Awards Selection process in July. Brett was previously chosen as the 
Chapter, Section and District awardee is this area! We are so proud of his 
hard work!

State FFA Proficiency

“A study reveals that simply by being in a clean space, 80 
percent of people are more relaxed; 60 percent are less 
stressed; and 72 percent are more productive.” Thank you 
to Kyle, Will, Paul, and Raegan for creating clean spaces 
this weekend!

Creating Clean Spaces 



A huge shoutout to Chloe Smith, who signed her 
national letter of intent to play softball and basketball at 
Eureka College next year!

Letters of Intents 

Congratulations to Madaline Probus, who signed her 
letter of intent to play softball at Kaskaskia College in the 
fall!

SHS's latest collegiate athlete, Alaina Moore! She signed her 
letter of intent to play basketball at Eureka College next fall!



Want to work for an excellent school district?

There is an immediate opening for a paraprofessional position!

Job Openings



Cassidy Short      
Cassidy participated in Volleyball for 4 years, Track & 
Field for 4 years and served as Team Captain, Student 
Council for 4 years and served as Reporter, Spanish Club 
for 4 years and served as President, National Honor 
Society for 3 years, National English Honor Society for 
3 years and served as Reporter, Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes for 4 years, Future Educators for 1 year, and 
WYSE (Worldwide Youth in Science and Engineering) 
competition for 2 years. Cassidy plans to attend Southern 
Illinois University at Edwardsville to major in Chemistry 
and become a high school Chemistry teacher. She will also 
continue her Track and Field career in college. 
Congratulations Cassidy!

Brent Helmuth
Brent has participated in Track for 3 years, Football for 3 years, 
Scholastic Bowl for 4 years, NHSS for 1 year, Martial Arts for 2 
years, and E-Sports for 1 year. 
After high school Brent plans to join the Military and attend a 
Tech School. 
Congratulations Brent!

Aubrey Tate
Aubrey has participated in Mirror Images for four years and served 
as writer, editor, and actor,  Book Club for four years, National 
English Honor Society for 2 years, Spanish Club for 2 years, 
Volleyball for 2 years, National Honor Society for 1 year, Yearbook 
for 1 year, and Future Educators for 1 year. 
Aubrey plans to attend the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
and major in Elementary Education. 
Congratulations Aubrey!

Senior Spotlight



Lane Richardson
Lane has participated in Spanish Club for 4 years and 
served as Secretary, 
National Honor Society for 3 years, National English 
Honor Society for 3 years and served as Secretary, 
National History Scholar Society for 1 year and served as 
President, Scholastic Bowl for 3 years, Singers for 2 years, 
Student Council for 1 year, Book Club for 1 year, Cross 
Country for 2 years, and Track & Field for 3 years. 
Lane plans to attend the University of Illinois 
Champagne-Urbana and major in business. 
Congratulations Lane!

Senior Spotlight

 Paul Bates
Paul participated in Student Council for 4 years 
served as Class President, Treasurer, and Sergeant 
at arms, Spanish Club for 4 years and served as 
Vice President, Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
for 4 years, National English Honor Society for 3 
years, National Honor Society for 2 years, WYSE 
for 2 years, Scholastic Bowl for 4 years and served 
as Team Captain, Track for 4 years, Golf for 3 
years, Cross Country for 2 years, Football for 1 
year and Basketball for 1 year. After high school 
Paul plans to attend college and pursue a degree 
leading him to Dental School. 
Congratulations Paul!

 Shawn Eccles
Shawn has participated in FFA for 4 years. After graduation Shawn 
plans to continue working at Kirby Foods. 
Congratulations Shawn!



Gabrielle Penberthy
Gabrielle has participated in Girls Basketball for 4 years and served 
as Captain, Girls Track for 4 years, FCCLA for 2 years and served 
as Vice President, Art Club for 2 years, Girls Golf for 1 year and 
Spanish Club for 1 year. 
After high school Gabrielle plans to attend Eureka College to 
continue her Basketball and Golf career and study Psychology. 
Congratulations Gabrielle!

Senior Spotlight

Elizabeth Owens
Elizabeth has participated in Spanish Club for 4 years, Dance team for 4 years 
and served as team captain, NEHS for 3 years, NHS for 3 years, NHSS for 1 year 
and served as Vice President, and SDS competition dance team for 6 years. 
Elizabet plans to attend Clemson University to major in Biology and 
become a Midwife. 
Congratulations Elizabeth!

Wyatt Miller
Wyatt participated in FFA for 3 years, Marching Band for 2 
years and Pep Band for 2 years.  After high school Wyatt plans 
to attend Lake Land College and study Civil Engineering. 
Congratulations Wyatt!



Will Dawkins
Will participated in Football for 4 years and served as a Tribe 
Leader, Basketball for 4 years, Baseball for 2 years, Track for 2 
years, Bass Fishing Team for 3 years, WYSE Team for 1 year,  
NHS for 3 years and served as Sergeant at Arms, NEHS for 3 
years
Spanish Club for 3 year and coordinated Special Events. After 
high school Will plans to attend Eastern Illinois University and 
study Construction Management. 
Congratulations Will!

Senior Spotlight

Alaina Moore
Alaina has participated in Basketball for 4 years, 
Volleyball for 3 years, Track for 4 years, and FCCLA for 
2 years.
Alaina plans to attend college and continue her academic 
and athletic career. 
Congratulations Alaina!

Sydni Waidelich
Sydni has participated in National Honor Society for 2 years 
and served as President, Student Council for 3 years and 
served as Senior Class President, Chair of multiple committees 
and Honor Delegate, Spanish Club for 2 years, Book Club 
for 2 years, WYSE team for 1 year, Volleyball for 4 years and 
served as Captain, Track for 2 years, HOSA Future Health 
Professionals for 1 year, Red Cross Club for 1 year. 
Sydni plans to attend the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign and major in Biology. 
Congratulations Sydni!



 Molly Dendy
Molly has participated in Sullivan Singers for 3 years and 
FFA for 1 year.  She plans to attend Lake Land College and 
study Engineering. 
Congratulations Molly!

Senior Spotlight

Dawson Foster
Dawson has participated in Spanish Club 1 year, Cross 
Country for 1 year, Basketball for 1 year, National Honor 
Society for 1 year, and Baseball for 4 years. Dawson plans to 
continue his Baseball career at a Junior College and study 
Physical Therapy. 
Congratulations Dawson!

Olivia Ravens
Olivia has participated in Art Club from 3 years and 
FCCLA for 2 years. She plans to attend Lake Land College 
to study Business and Cosmetology. Congratulations Olivia!



Social Media Connections

www.facebook.com/SullivanCUSD300
www.facebook.com/sullivanredskinsathletics

https://twitter.com/RedskinsAD

https://www.instagram.com/sullivancusd300/

https://www.youtube.com/SullivanSchool300

www.sullivan.k12.il.us

Upcoming Dates
SES Remaining Dates:

Fri., April 7 - No School
Mon., April 10 - Emergency Day
Wed., April 12 - Kindergarten Orientation @ 6:00 p.m.
Fri., May 5 – Emergency Day
Fri., May 12 – Emergency Day
SES Track Meet * 4:00 p.m. HS Track (TBA)
Fri., May 19 - Emergency Day
Sun., May 21 - Graduation
Thurs., May 25 - Last Day of Student Attendance
Fri., May 26 – Teachers Institute

SMS Remaining Dates:

Friday, April 7 - No School
Monday, April 10 - Emergency Day
Sun., May 21 - Graduation
Wednesday, May 24 – Reading Redskins Comp 4 Celebration
Thursday, May 25 - Last Day of Student Attendance
Friday, May 26 – Teachers Institute
Friday, May 5 – Emergency Day
Friday, May 12 – Emergency Day
Friday, May 19 - Emergency Day
Sun., May 21 - Graduation
Wednesday, May 24 – Reading Redskins Comp 4 Celebration
Thursday, May 25 - Last Day of Student Attendance
Friday, May 26 – Teachers Institute

SHS Remaining Dates:
Fri., April 7 - No School
Mon., April 10 - Emergency Day
Wed., April 12 - PSAT/SAT Testing
Sat., April 22 - Prom
Wed., May 3 - Senior Awards Night 
Fri., May 5 – Emergency Day
Fri., May 12 – Emergency Day
Fri., May 19 - Emergency Day
Sat., May 14 - Baccalaureate
Sun., May 21 - Graduation
Wed., May 24 - Final Exams
Thurs., May 25 - Final Exams, Last Day of Student Attendance (Early 
Dismissal @ 2:30)
Fri., May 26 – Teachers Institute - No Student Attendance

Thank you to SHS Junior Dirk Lane 
for his hard work on the eNewsletter!

As the year winds down, we look to finish strong.  Prom is coming up (April 22nd) and graduation will be here before you know it 
(May 21st).  Below are some other big dates coming up:
May 3rd – Senior Awards Night
May 5th, 12th, 19th – Emergency Days, no student attendance
May 14th – Baccalaureate
May 16th, 17th – Final exams for Seniors
May 24th, 25th – Final exams for underclassmen
As always, thank you for giving us the opportunity to work with your children!
Dan Allen
SHS Principal
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