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August 20, 2018 

AU GRES, MI – The Au Gres-Sims School District is pleased to announce that all students 
who attend Au Gres-Sims will receive free universal breakfast and lunch beginning in the 
upcoming 2018-19 school year, and lasting at least through the end of the 2022 school year.  
Au Gres-Sims is eligible to participate in the federal Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) 
program.  This provision will allow every student attending Au Gres-Sims to receive free daily 
breakfast and lunch, regardless of income or grade level. 

Au Gres-Sims now qualifies for the CEP program for four more consecutive school years.  
They will next be reevaluated for approval at the end of the 2021-22 school year.  The district 
previously qualified over the last four years to provide free universal breakfast to all students, 
and free lunch to all students in preschool through 5th grade.  Their new eligibility will now 
ensure that every student, in every grade, regardless of income, will receive free breakfast 
and lunch for the next four consecutive school years. 

Food Service Director, Amanda Marthaler stated, “The Community Eligibility Provision 
approval represents a major blessing to the students and families at Au Gres-Sims.”  She 
continued, “The ability to provide every student in the district the option to receive daily 
nutritious breakfasts and lunches will not only give piece of mind to every parent and 
guardian, but will represent real financial savings.  This could save parents over $900 per 
student.  That means a family with three students could save almost $3,000 a year!  This 
again shows that Au Gres-Sims is a “Destination District." 

Superintendent Jeffrey Collier credits Mrs. Marthaler’s leadership in continuing this program 
at Au Gres-Sims.  He said, “Mrs. Marthaler has done a fantastic job working through this 
diligent process to ensure that Au Gres-Sims applied for, and received, the CEP program to 
provide such an undeniable benefit to our students and community.”      

About the Community Eligibility Provision 
The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) is a non-pricing meal service option for schools 
and school districts in low-income areas.  CEP allows the nation’s highest poverty schools 
and districts to serve breakfast and lunch at no cost to all enrolled students without collecting 
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household applications.  Instead, schools that adopt CEP are reimbursed using a formula 
based on the percentage of students categorically eligible for free meals based on their 
participation in other specific means-tested programs, such as the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF). 
Source:  www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/community-eligibility-provision 

About Au Gres-Sims School District 
Au Gres-Sims School District, a "Destination District," is located in Arenac County, Michigan.  
The district is nestled on the sunrise side of Lake Huron and includes the Charity Islands.  There 
are roughly 27 miles of shoreline, which ranges from natural frontage and sugar sand beaches to 
residential property.  Au Gres is renowned for offering an incredible quality of life, abundant 
natural resources, and a rich cultural history. 

Au Gres-Sims School District is proud to be known as a “public school with a private school 
feel” for its combined strength in academic achievement and entire preschool through twelfth 
grade school experiences.  Au Gres-Sims is a progressive district that is recognized 
statewide, as well as nationally, for consistently and proactively modeling best educational 
practices using data-driven research and advanced technology.  The district remains 
dedicated to creating a Culture of Learning that provides career and college resource 
opportunities for learners to gain advanced skill acquisition for an internationally competitive 
job market within a global economy.  To learn more about Au Gres-Sims School District,  
visit:  www.ags-schools.org  
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