
Policy Code: 2315 Opening Invocations Before Board Meetings

1. In order to solemnize proceedings of the Roanoke Rapids Graded School District Board of
Trustees, it is the policy of the Board to allow for an invocation to be offered to the Board and for the
benefit of the Board before its meetings. 

2. The invocation is not part of the official business of the Board but is intended to invite board
members to reflect on shared ideals and common ends in their deliberations and decision-making.

3. No member or employee of the Board or any other person in attendance at the meeting shall be
required to take part in or participate in any way in any invocation that is offered to the Board. 

4. The invocation shall be voluntarily delivered by a religious leader or the leader of any assembly that
periodically and regularly meets within the City of Roanoke Rapids and/or the Roanoke Rapids
Graded School District lines for the purpose of worshiping or discussing their religious perspectives. 
Each congregation or assembly that chooses to participate in providing an invocation for the Board
shall choose its person to provide the invocation.  To ensure that the person to provide the invocation
are selected from among a wide pool of the City of Roanoke Rapids’ religious leaders or leaders of
organized assemblies, the person to provide the invocation shall be selected according to the
following procedure: 

1. Within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this policy, the Superintendent shall post a notice
inviting all religious congregations and organized assemblies that periodically meet within the
City of Roanoke Rapids and/or the Roanoke Rapids Graded School District lines for the
purpose of worshiping or discussing their religious perspectives, to deliver an invocation before
conducting business at its meetings. The notice shall be published at least annually on the
Roanoke Rapids Graded School District website, as well as local newspapers or media outlets.

2. The notice will include the dates of all regular Board meetings during the year and direct the
potential person to provide the invocation to contact the Superintendent by e-mail or U.S. mail
and provide their name, preferred meeting date, and contact information. 

3. If more than one potential person to provide the invocation signs up for a board meeting date,
the person to provide the invocation will be selected at random by lottery conducted by the
Superintendent. The Superintendent will complete the invocation schedule and notify the
participants. 

4. The notice to be published by the Superintendent shall read as follows:

An Invitation to Provide Invocation Before Meetings of Roanoke Rapids Graded School
District Board of Trustees.

The religious leaders or chosen leaders of any assembly that periodically worships or
regularly meets in the City of Roanoke Rapids and/or the Roanoke Rapids Graded
School District lines for the purpose of worshiping or discussing their religious
perspectives are invited to offer an invocation before a meeting of the Roanoke Rapids
Graded School District Board of Trustees.

The person to provide the invocation are free to offer an invocation to the Board of
Trustees according to the dictates of their own conscience. The Board requests only that
the purpose of the invocation be to solemnize the occasion and that speakers not
promote one faith or belief system over others, disparage other faiths or belief systems,
attempt to convert others to the speaker’s faith or belief system, or ask audience
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members to participate. 

5. No person to provide the invocation shall receive compensation from the Board for his or her
service. 

6. No person to provide the invocation shall be scheduled to offer an invocation more than once in any
calendar year unless no other person to provide the invocation has signed up for a particular meeting. 
If a speaker does not sign up for or attend a particular meeting, the Board will observe a moment of
silence. 

7. Neither the Board nor any Board employee shall engage in any prior inquiry, review of, or
involvement in the content of any invocation to be offered by a person to provide the invocation. 

8. The invocations shall be limited to 2 minutes. 

9. After the opening gavel that officially begins the meeting and before the agenda/business of the
Board, the Chair of the Board shall introduce the person to provide the invocation and the person
selected to recite the Pledge of Allegiance following the invocation. 

10. The Board recognizes that Roanoke Rapids is home to people of a variety of religious faiths and
beliefs, therefore, this policy is not intended, and shall not be implemented or construed in any way, to
affiliate the Board with, nor express the Board’s preference for, any faith or religious denomination.

Legal References: N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-47; U.S. Const. amend. I; Town of Greece, N.Y. v.
Galloway, 134 S. Ct. 1811, 188 L. Ed. 2d 835 (2014)

Adopted: June 27, 2023

Roanoke Rapids Graded School District
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http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=stat&loc=nc&id=115c&spec=47
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