
Culturally Representative 
and Comprehensive 
Resources 

● Goals: Improving student access 
to resources on the experiences 
of Native American people in 
history and contemporary life

● Inspired by Dr. Debbie Reese’s 
“Native Ways of Knowing” lecture 
series



Using text 
evidence to 
support a claim, 
samples of our 
class letters to 
Studies Weekly: 

● Waylan
● Joslyn
● Summer
● Koso
● Elden



Excerpt from California History Social Studies Curriculum Framework 

“The history of California is rich with ethnic, social, and cultural 
diversity; economic energy; geographic variety; and growing civic 
community. The study of California history in the fourth grade 
provides students with foundational opportunities to learn in depth 
about their state, including the people who live here, and how to 
become engaged and responsible citizens… Students will also 
learn to make claims (through writing and speaking) about sources 
and how to use textual evidence to support a claim.”



4th Grade California History Standards 

4.2.1 Discuss the major nations of California Indians including their 
geographic distribution, economic activities, legends, and religious 
beliefs; and describe how they depended on, adapted to,and 
modified the physical environment by cultivation of land and use of 
sea resources.



Updated Curriculum Draft: What are some changes we noticed? 

● Term “Indigenous people” in new curriculum, 
instead of “Indians”

● Present tense verbs used in new curriculum, 
instead of past tense verbs

● Both old and contemporary photos of indigenous 
people, instead of only old images

● Time period before European exploration and 
colonization is included in new curriculum

● Less “sugar coated” storyline, for example, Indian 
Indenture Act of 1850 is included (When laborers 
were wanted during the Gold Rush, more than 
10,000 indigenous people were forced to work and 
sold into slavery, not allowed to practice cultural 
traditions or speak native language, and children 
were taken away) 



Next Steps with Studies Weekly

We will write articles and provide 
resources on the following topics:

● Owens Valley Paiute-Shoshone
● Piper vs Big Pine led to desegregation of 

schools
● Traditional Environmental Knowledge 

cultural beliefs and traditions being passed on…for the 
purpose of survival while still living in harmony with the 
ecosystems (Hiebert and Van Rees 1998:3)  

● Boarding Schools
● Provide maps and images 



Culturally Representative and Inclusive Literature
“Windows and Mirrors” 

“Books are sometimes windows, offering views of 
worlds that may be real or imagined, familiar or 
strange… Literature transforms human experience 
and reflects it back to us, and in that reflection we 
can see our own lives and experiences as part of a 
larger human experience.

When children cannot find themselves reflected in 
the books they read, or when the images they see are 
distorted, negative, or laughable, they learn a 
powerful lesson about how they are devalued in the 
society of which they are a part. Our classrooms 
need to be places where all the children from all the 
cultures…can find their mirrors.”

 -Rudine Sims Bishop



Tei-Tunapi (our food)
Calfresh Garden program 



Nanakaa 
Thank you!

Meryl Picard

Monty Bengochia

Gina Jones

Sage Romero

Josie Rogers

Kellie Coleman

Gretchen Skrotzki

Garrett Carr

Katie Kolker 

BUSD School Board

Dr. Debbie Reese 

Studies Weekly  



Awasu  nüü  ü-buni-wei
See you later


