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What is the Gomez and Gomez Dual Language Enrichment Model? 

The Gomez and Gomez Dual Language Enrichment Model is a structured way to provide              

rigorous dual language instruction at the elementary level. The philosophy of this model is to               

provide instruction in two languages at a “gifted and talented” level of rigor to all students,                

therefore putting students on the path to academic biliteracy. 

 

What are the strengths of this model? 

First and foremost, the Gomez and Gomez Model provides clarity and consistency surrounding             

language and how it is taught at SLLIS. Teachers know exactly what language they should use                

for all instruction and how many minutes are allotted to each subject area each day.  

 

The Gomez and Gomez Model also places a strong emphasis on collaboration between             

students. Throughout the day students will work in “bilingual pairs” to provide “parallel effort”              

towards their learning goals. They will learn how to work closely with their peers and will                

ultimately reach a much deeper level of learning when they are in situations where they can                

help instruct their classmates through this collaborative work. 

 

The model also provides specific guidelines for highly effective instructional strategies and rigor             

surrounding lesson planning and execution, and it comes with a heavy emphasis on writing              

across the curriculum. This means that students will spend a great deal of time working on                

their writing skills - both in English and in L2 - even as they study Mathematics, Science, or                  

Social Studies. Students will have specific writing notebooks for each of these subject areas and               

will work on writing in various subjects on a daily basis. These daily writing practices are                

supported by a literacy-rich environment that includes labels and word walls in English and L2               

in all classrooms.  

 

How is the Gomez and Gomez model structured? 

One of the most important components of the Gomez and Gomez Dual Language Enrichment              

Model is the Language of Instruction (LOI). The table below contains information about how              

 



the language of instruction is structured across the grades at SLLIS per the requirements of this                

new model. 

While the Gomez and Gomez Model is structured to place a heavy emphasis on English               

Language Arts in the early years and a balance between English and the target language               

throughout the elementary years, academic language is not the only thing that students need              

to learn in order to be bilingual. In order to help students develop conversational, colloquial               

language, the Gomez and Gomez Model also utilizes the “Language of the Day” (LOD). This               

means that the entire campus makes an effort to speak either English or the target language on                 

designated days - on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, the Language of the Day is French,               

Spanish, or Chinese. On Tuesdays and Thursdays, the Language of the Day is English. 

 

The Language of the Day does not change the Language of Instruction, but it does change the                 

language used for everyday interactions at school - recess, lunch, informal conversations - to              

the greatest extent possible. Even our staff members who don’t speak the target language at all                

will be making an effort to use the Language of the Day as much as they can! When you visit                    

you will see Language of the Day signs reminding staff, students, and visitors what language to                

use.  

 

Language of Instruction at SLLIS  

(Required by the Gomez and Gomez Dual Language Model) 

Subject Area Daily Instruction: 
Grades K-1 

Daily Instruction:  
Grades 2-5 and Papin 

Grade 6 

Daily Instruction: 
Marine Grades 6-8* 

Mathematics TFP / TSP: 80-90 
minutes in English. 
TCP: 80-90 minutes in 
Mandarin. 

TFP / TSP: 80 minutes in 
English. 
TCP: 80 minutes in 
Mandarin. 

70 minutes in English. 

Reading / 
Language Arts 

90 minutes in English. 60 minutes in English. 
60 minutes in L2. 

70 minutes in English. 
60 minutes in L2. 

Science and 
Social Studies 

TFP / TSP: 80-90 
minutes in L2. 
TCP: 80-90 minutes in 

TFP / TSP: 80 minutes in 
L2. 
TCP: 80 minutes in 

70 minutes in English. 

 



English. English. 

Other 
language 
experience 

Bilingual Learning 
Centers 30 minutes 
each day in the 
Language of the Day 
(LOD). 

Grade 2: Bilingual 
Learning Centers 30 
minutes daily 
Grades 3 and up: 
Specialized Vocabulary 
Enrichment in the 
Language of Instruction 
15-20 minutes daily 

n/a 

*We are currently studying how to provide a greater percentage of L2 for our sixth graders at Marine. More                   

information will follow. 

 

When and how did SLLIS decide to proceed with a dual language model? 

With the knowledge that total immersion was not serving all students well, the leadership team               

and Board at SLLIS have been studying potential instructional models over the past several              

years. The Gomez and Gomez model quickly surfaced as a highly effective model that is being                

implemented in many public schools across the United States that are comparable to SLLIS.              

During the 2017-2018 school year, the Board, the leadership team, the staff, and the larger               

community learned more about this model. Dr. Richard Gomez visited SLLIS in January 2018 to               

provide further information to the community about the model and how it functions. The Board               

voted to approve the Gomez and Gomez Dual Language Enrichment Model on February 21,              

2018.  

 

Why dual language rather than total immersion? 

Research shows that students must have a solid foundation in their native language before              

being able to access higher-level skills in a second language, and the Gomez and Gomez Model                

is founded on decades of research in this area. This research shows that students will reach                

even higher levels of learning in both English and L2 as a result of this research-based model.  

 

How has staff been prepared to implement this model? 

In June returning SLLIS staff attended an introductory two-day training session with Dr. Richard              

Gomez that gave them an overview of the model and how it works. They focused on highly                 

effective instructional strategies and how to structure the dual language model. In early August,              

 



all 2018-2019 SLLIS staff attended a three-day training on the model that reviewed the              

concepts introduced earlier in the summer and took the staff deeper into the details of the                

model and how it will be implemented. 

 

Now that the school year has started, the staff will receive ongoing support from Program               

Liaisons, Principals, and the Executive Director in establishing dual language classrooms and            

implementing the program with fidelity. 

 

What grades at SLLIS are using the new model? 

While all grades at SLLIS are benefiting from teachers’ use of the highly effective instructional               

strategies, the literacy-rich environment, and the emphasis on writing across the curriculum            

that are hallmarks of the Gomez and Gomez model, only grades K-5 (as well as 6th at Papin and                   

potentially 6th at Marine) will have 50% of their instruction in the target language. In 7th and                 

8th grades, students have 20% of their day in the target language. Please see the table above                 

for details about sixth grade and future plans. 

 

How is the new model staffed since SLLIS has so many target language teachers? 

In the Spring of 2018 returning SLLIS staff members completed a preference form that indicated               

what grade level, subject area, and language they were most comfortable teaching. The SLLIS              

leadership team took this information into account as it developed the staffing structure and              

schedule for the 2018-2019 school year. All SLLIS elementary students have a “homeroom             

teacher,” but they will most likely visit another teacher at some point during the day in order to                  

receive instruction in a specific subject area in the opposite language. SLLIS teachers are              

collaborating across language programs and grade levels in order to ensure all students are              

receiving excellent instruction in both English and L2. 

 

 

 


