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soul...heart...body...monarchs

by Hannah Rose
   The annual Ace Auction was held at Al 
Billinger Fieldhouse on Saturday, April 30, 
2022. While final numbers are not yet avail-
able from this event, everyone agrees it was 
a very successful year.
   The theme for this year’s auction was 
Monarch Monopoly, Rich in Blessings. The 
hosts and hostesses for this year’s event were 
Ray and Olivia Becker as well as Jeff and 
Kathleen Vahling. Michelle Schlyer served 
as the decorating chair, and Advancement 
Director Troy Ruda did most of the graph-
ic design work. Alumni Association board 
members and office staff were in charge of 
the auction with Mary Lang, Alumni Office 
Manager, acting as project chair. Wanda 
Billinger was in charge of the solicitation 
of gifts. The Advancement Office support 

staff also assisted in many ways. Through-
out the evening, guests participate in games 
sponsored by Jeff and Melissa Pinkney. The 
guests also enjoyed an Italian dinner pre-
pared by the Press, appetizers, and drinks. 
They were able to bid on items in the live 
auction and over 500 online items that were 
donated by the Hays community and alum-
ni around the world. Supporters may also 
purchase raffle tickets for cash prizes as well 
as the chance to win a new vehicle. 
   The auction started in 1975 as a way 
to raise money for improvements of the 
school. This year was the 48th Ace Auc-
tion. Item 60 was created because more and 
more of the auction fund was needed to 
help the annual school budget. The item 60 
improvement project this year was for ren-
ovation of the third floor northwest wing 

to house the 6th grade students that will be 
joining the TMP-M JH in August of 2023. 
1997 alumn Michelle Schlyer has been at-
tending Ace Auction for quite a few years, 
“I have had good memories of watching 
Ace come to life and of my parents attend-
ing when I was in high school. I enjoyed 
watching my dream of a giant game unfold 
in the Fieldhouse and take pride in all the 
print work.”
   It is an honor and a blessing for TMP-M to 
welcome everyone to the Al Billinger Field-
house for a night of good food, socializa-
tion, and the opportunity to celebrate and 
support Catholic education. Thanks to the 
many generous donors and supporters, the 
funds raised at Ace Auction help our school 
function every year. 

MONARCH MONOPOLY, RICH IN BLESSINGS

CELEBRATING OUR HERO
by Samantha Casper, Ari Patel, & Brenda Rose

   On April 1, 2022, the TMP-M student 
body and staff came together to celebrate 
Vern Gross as he turned 90. Vern comes to 
work every day to help out in the kitchen 
and around the school. 
   Since this was such a monumental birth-
day for Gross, staff joined together to give 
him a celebration to remember. The school 
rented a limo that picked up Gross at his 
house and drove him to school where he 
was greeted at the red carpet by Mr. Jason 
Casper (science) in his dress blues along 
with the entire student body. As Gross 
made his way through the line of students, 
it was evident the importance he has in the 
school with all of the high fives, fist bumps, 
and even hugs he received from people 
along the way. Mrs. Melissa Pinkney (Span-
ish) said, “Several of the Morale Commit-

tee worked together to pull off the surprise, 
with special help from all the kitchen staff, 
who also made birthday cake for the whole 
school.  My favorite part was seeing Vern’s 
reaction, it was priceless.”
   During their community times, stu-
dents in junior high and high school made 
birthday cards, and then those cards and a 
decorated cake were set up for him in the 
cafeteria. Casper said, “I was honored [to 
be a part of the celebration]. We thought it 
would be really cool for me to get in uni-
form since he served in Korea. My favorite 
part was just getting to open the door for 
him and salute, it was a really exciting thing 
to do.” Jay Leach (7) enjoyed being a part 
of the celebration and seeing everyone so 
happy for Vern since he works so hard at 
school every day. 
   TMP-M greatly appreciates all that Gross 

has done for the school through the years, 
and it was a pleasure to be able to celebrate 
him on his special day!

Vern Gross fist bumps students as he walks the red 
carpet into TMP-M on his 90th birthday. Everyone 
in the building lined the red carpet to cheer him on 
to help celebrate this milestone.

   -Photo by Brenda Rose



by Brooklynn Koerner
   At TMP-M the junior high students get to spend their time in the 
hallways wisely with the help of the staff.
   There are rules when it comes to spending time in the hallways. 
The junior high students are instructed to go to the Cove in the 
mornings when they arrive before school starts. Why? Well, the rea-
son that students have to go to the Cove before school starts is be-
cause there is provided supervision in the Cove for the students, and 
in the halls there isn’t any supervision. If the students were left unsu-
pervised in the mornings, it would get way too loud in the halls, and 
it would be crazy. Mrs. Melissa Schoepf (principal) said, “We have 
to provide a supervised area for students before the school day. The 
Cove is our supervised area in the junior high and is rotated weekly 
with faculty.”  The Cove is a room on the junior high level that allows 
the students to have their own space. The Cove is filled with couch-
es, tables, and fun chairs for the students to enjoy. 
   At TMP there are passing periods between each class. Passing 
periods are 4 minutes long. The reason that passing periods can’t be 
any longer is because there is a certain amount of time that students 
are required to be in class each school year. So if passing periods 
were longer, that means we might have to go to school extra days or 
the school days would need to be longer. Ty Schmeidler (7) said, “I 
think we have plenty of time to get to class and get all of our stuff, 
but I don’t think that we have enough time to talk to our friends 
before we go to our next class.” During passing periods, students 
gather all their items for their next class and talk to their friends and 
socialize as long as they aren’t blocking anyone from getting their 
things or aren’t late for their next class. 
   Passing periods are ways for students to interact with each other 
and also be prepared for class. Without the help of the teachers, stu-
dents might be late to class, so for that they are grateful. 
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by Logan Baalmann
   Many students question the TMP-M dress code and why the rules 
are what they are. There are opinions on the way things should be, 
but there are also reasons for the guidelines that are put in place. 
   One big thing that makes TMP-M stand out as a school is our 
dress code. We are all neatly dressed with khakis and polo shirts. 
The boys must be clean shaven, and hair must be above their eye-
brows and off their collars and ears. Mr. Troy Schulte (assistant 
principal) said the reason for our dress code is, “To promote an at-
mosphere of discipline and learning to enhance academic achieve-
ment.  Students learn they are appreciated at school not for their 
wardrobe, but for their character and intellect. To keep with the 
school’s mission to prepare students to be good Catholic citizens, 
gaining a sense of appropriate dress is essential to the learning and 
growing process.” 
   Some people agree with the haircut policy, and some people 
don’t. Mr. Schulte explained the policy, “To build a sense of be-
longing to students. Students are not judged by hair length or style 
by peers and teachers, to build a sense of professionalism, reduce 
the number of distractions, promote camaraderie among students, 
and help diminish inequalities. Students do not have to concern 
themselves with what to wear to try to fit in with the crowd.”
   One thing that is different in the high school compared to junior 
high is formal dress on Fridays. Boys must wear a tie and blazer 
and girls must also wear a more formal shirt with skirt. I like the 
high school Friday dress because during different sports seasons, 
our teams look very nice showing up to the other school for your 
game.    
   Some people have different feelings about school dress. Caden 
Dinkel (8) said, “The clothes we wear every day are nice, but I 
would like to see a different policy for the boys hair because I get a 
lot of dress code violations for my hair being too long.”  I also agree 
with Caden’s statement because most boys like wearing long hair. 
Although lots of kids want the hair policy to be changed, it has 
been a rule for very long and there is a good reason why we do it. 
   The school dress code helps our school look nice, perform well, 
and achieve our goals in our Catholic faith. We are glad that we 
have done this school dress code and we will be doing it for years 
to come. 

(Left) 8th graders Yarely Lopez-Cubil-
lo, Connor Breit, Caden Dinkel, Grace 
Schmeidler, Jacob Schaffer, Yesica 
Ontiveros, and Damian Schmidt take 
a team photo during their fun night. 
Students were put onto teams and 
competed in games themes with The 
Amazing Race.

-Photo by Brenda Rose

(Right) 8th graders Brooklyn Werth, 
Sinai Armendariz, Rachel Staab, 
Julian Olivas, and Derek Becker 
cheer on Easton Werth during the 
Minute to Win It games at 8th grade 
recognition. Teams worked on many 
different challenges throughout the 
night, including cup stacking.

-Photo by Brenda Rose

HALLWAY MADNESS



 TO WRITE OR NOT TO WRITE
by Adalie Kippes & Hannah Werth

   The Hays Arts Council hosted their an-
nual Creative Writing and Poetry Contest 
this spring, and 13 TMP-M Junior High 
students were awarded for their writing. 
   Each year, the contest is open to all stu-
dents K-12 in Ellis County. The teachers can 
submit their students’ writings of poems or 
stories. The writings are compiled by Hays 
Arts Council Director Brenda Meder, and 
then they are passed on to the English De-
partment at FHSU to be judged. All piec-
es are judged anonymously. Ms. Brenda 
Rose (English) said, “I’m very proud of the 
students for their hard work and writing! 
Writing can be a very personal thing, and 
I love to see students rewarded for taking 
a risk and sharing their personal thoughts.” 
   Brooke Befort’s (8) poem “The Other 
Girl” is about a misunderstood girl. Be-
fort tied for 3rd place and is very proud of 
herself. Raegan Allen (7) got second in the 
poetry contest and the name of her poem 

was called “The Bad Dream.” Raegan Allen 
(7) said, “My poem was about a child hav-
ing a bad dream and wishing that it would 
end from all the monsters in it.” Mattias 
Marintzer (7) wrote a short story called 
“Mark of a Hero” about a kid living on an 
island with a group of people who have 
been lied to their entire lives. Then the kid 
finds a chest full of invasion plans that the 
island will be forced to administer and sets 
out on a mission to stop it. Marintzer placed 
2nd for the Seventh Grade Prose. Savannah 
Waldschmidt (8) got second place for her 
prose. Her story is about how a young boy 
and his mom passed away from cancer and 
how the boy has to bond with his dad. The 
boy and his dad were not very close until 
they found something they both like, bas-
ketball. 
   These students worked very hard and did 
a fantastic job. The teachers and parents are 
very proud.

A DAY TO 
GIVE BACK
by Karter Myers & Jacob Seib

   On April 25, 2022, TMP-M Junior High 
students participated in the annual service 
day throughout campus. Students cleaned 
out the activities shed, organized the PE 
closet and fieldhouse, picked up trash, and 
helped in the garden.  
   Service day is about helping others and 
the school. All the things that the students 
did helps TMP-M in many different ways. 
The main thing is that students don’t work 
alone; they do these activities together and 
use teamwork to get things done. 
   “The goal for service day is to realize that 
sometimes we have to think bigger than 
ourselves,” said Mrs. Schoepf (principal). 
Joey Dintino (7) reported, “Service Day 
was a great way for students to show their 
support to TMP.”
   As junior high students move into high 
school, they will continue to participate in 
service day in different ways within their 
communities working together to help oth-
ers. Hopefully this practice of service will 
be a part of their lives into adulthood. 

by Gabe Atherton & Brenda Rose
   TMP-M Junior High awards night was 
in the auditorium on May 9, 2022. Awards 
night this year was hosted by Mrs. Fox 
(counselor) and Mrs. Schoepf (principal).
   This night honors students for their in-
volvement and achievements. Fox com-
mented, “My favorite part is getting to see 
how active all our students are in different 
activities.” Fox has been working on the 
awards night for awhile, “Awards night has 
been a few months in the making gathering 
lists, printing awards, and getting every-
thing in order for the evening.”
   In addition to honoring students for their 
involvement, a few special 8th grade awards 
were announced. The KSHSAA Citizen-
ship Award honors students who show ex-
cellence in academics and extracurricular 
activities. Carson Liles and Brooke Befort 
were this year’s recipients. Liles said, “I was 
really happy that my teachers saw me as a 
leader.” The other award given to two 8th 
graders was the American Legion School 
Award, which honors students who display 
leadership and citizenship in their actions 
in their school and community. This year’s 
winners were Preston Mermis and Claire 
Schippers. 
   Awards night ran very well. Congratula-
tions to all students on their achievements 
this school year!

A NIGHT TO SHINE

Hays Arts Council Winners
Raegan Allen - 2nd Place Poetry

Hannah Werth - 3rd Place Poetry
Sam Krannawitter - HM Poetry

Mattias Marintzer - 2nd Place Prose
Elijah Lang - 3rd Place Poetry

Eli Stein - 2nd Place Poetry
Brooke Befort - 3rd Place Poetry 

Arianna Ayarza - 3rd Place Poetry
Reghan Byer - HM Poetry
Jenna Brull - HM Poetry

Savannah Waldshmidt - 2nd Place 
Prose

Brayden Gilmore - 3rd Place Prose
Addison Watson - HM Prose 

by Jules Fleenor & Brenda Rose
   On May 9, 2022, TMP-M Junior High had 
a music concert.
   Both band and choir put in effort and 
many practice hours. After some time off 
from live music due to Covid, it’s been 
nice this year to perform. Mrs. Alex Rome 
(choir) shared, “To go from little to no sing-
ing, to singing as well as they did - that is 
pretty special.” 
   First up was the choir who sang three 
songs. At the end of the choir performance, 
Rome awarded Eli Stein (8) Singer of the 
Year for this school year. After the choir 
completed their pieces, the band, directed 
by Kathy Amrein, gave their performance. 
The band played several songs, and tenor 
sax soloist Diego Fernandez (8) gave an 
amazing performance as well. One of the 
most memorable pieces performed that 
evening was an arrangement featuring four 
percussionists using common items like 
buckets and trash cans. At the end of the 
band’s performance, Amrein awarded Car-
son Liles (8), Preston Mermis (8), Mattias 
Marintzer (7), and Hannah Rose (7) for be-
ing outstanding band students this year.  
   Out of all the time put into the concert, 
it turned out spectacular and would not be 
possible without our talented students and 
amazing music teachers sharing their mu-
sical talent!

Brayden Staley-Herman (7), Carson Pinkney (7), 
Carson Liles (8), and Jacob Schaffer (8) play “trash 
can” drums.. The rest of the band added other sup-
plemental parts.                          -Photo by Brenda Rose



by Trevor Fabrizius, Brynn Rebel, & Brayden Staley-Herman

   On March 9, 2022, the TMP-M High 
School and Junior High raised money to 
support Ukrainian refugees.
   TMP-M Senor Filip Rawski is from Po-
land, and he shared how his family and oth-
ers are trying to help refugees and provide 
basic necessities for them. The money was 
sent to Caritas International to help coun-
tries like Poland supporting refugees.
   Different goals were set to reward stu-
dents, and all incentive levels were met. 
Students earned an hour of recess and an 
early release schedule with a movie at the 
end of the day. Students raised a total of 
$6,414.29. Mr. Chad Meitner (principal) 
said, “It was fantastic! The students and a 
couple teachers led the whole thing so they 
could help people halfway across the world. 
The reason the students started the project 
was because they saw a need in the world 
and responded with love.”
   Students also got to experience what it 
feels like to help others. Brynnon Ayar-
za (7) said, “I thought it was a really cool 
thing and that it helped a lot of people in 
Ukraine.” 
   The fundraiser was a great way to help 
others in need and show TMP-M is praying 
for them. 

TEACHERS HONORED BY STUDENTS
by Bria Windholz

   At TMP-M Junior High, students select a 
teacher of the quarter. For the third quarter, 
Ms. Brenda Rose (English) was chosen. 
   Becoming teacher of the quarter is a great 
honor. As an award to the teacher, Student 
Council gives a gift basket to the winner. 
   Rose has taught at TMP-M JH for two 
years. Students choose the teacher that not 
only is a great teacher but also cares about 
them as a student. “My hope is that stu-
dents chose me as teacher of the quarter 
because they feel I not only care about the 
content that I teach, but I also care about 
them as individuals. I want students to be 
challenged in my class while still feeling 
like they walk away with a better under-
standing of English than when they walked 
into my classroom,” said Rose.
   The teachers deserve recognition for their 
hard work and dedication to the students 
at TMP-M Junior High, so Student Council 
looks forward to continuing to honor these 
educators.

ADORATION
UNDER THE STARS

WE STAND TOGETHER

by Patrick Weber
   On May 6, 2022, the Comeau Catholic 
Campus Center hosted Adoration Under 
the Stars in the TMP-M Grotto. 
   Adoration Under the Stars was organized 
by local college students. All the priests 
from Hays were there to hear confessions. 
Bishop Gerald Vincke led the procession 
along with local priests such as Fr. Damian 
Richards and Fr. Andy Hammeke. The St. 
Lawrence RISE band was there to play wor-
ship music throughout the night as well.
   Fr. Andy felt the night went well, “God 
blessed us with perfect weather, the band 
was great, and it was special having the 
bishop there and the grotto was beautiful. 
Many people have said that they have want-
ed to do it again.” 
   Adoration Under the Stars will more than 
likely be a popular thing in years to come. 
This is a great opportunity to enjoy nature 
while giving praise to God for all that we 
have.

by Hunter Brunner & Jackson Gillespie

   TMP-M Junior High has many amaz-
ing teachers. During this last quarter, one 
teacher stands out among the rest. That 
teacher is Mr. Jay Harris (agriculture).
   Harris teaches high school and junior high 
agriculture classes, wood shop, and concep-
tual chemistry. Before coming to TMP-M, 
Harris taught for four years at Dodge City 
Community College. He is finishing his 6th 
year at TMP-M. 
   Harris incorporates life lessons into his 
teaching strategies and hopes to instill a 
love of agriculture within his students. “I 
think I can teach the students more than 
the classroom information. I hope I am 
able to teach them some life lessons as well,” 
shared Harris.
   One thing Anoir Vargas (7) likes about 
Harris is, “I like studying about wheat be-
cause it is very interesting.” Students gets 
hands-on experience with plants and other 
agricultural in class. 
   Congrats, Mr. Harris! 



3, 2, 1...ROBOTICS!

by Jose Fernandez & Ty Schmeidler
   TMP-M Junior High staff and students 
have a variety of plans for summer break. 
   Mrs. Becky Fox (counselor) said, “I don’t 
have many plans for the summer yet. I will 
also start getting plans ready for the JH kids 
next year.” Mr. Joe Pfannenstiel (religion) 
said, “My summer will be spent mostly 
working on the farm doing all the various 
things that need to be done.”
   Mariana Valencia (7) said, “This summer, 
I will be traveling to many different plac-
es.” She will also be competing with Strid-
ers. Jesse Staab (8) plans to enjoy his time 
at home playing games and spending time 
with family. Logan Baalmaann (7) said,“I 
am going to be doing a lot of fishing, lift-
ing, and working. I am also going to several 
baseball tournaments and on a family vaca-
tion to Florida.”
   Regardless of what your summer plans 
are, have a safe and happy summer!

TIME FOR SUMMER
by Elsa Brungardt, Jay Leach, & Addison Mader

   Excitement is filling the halls as the end of 
the year nears. 
   Memories from junior high dances to Eas-
ter egg hunts spread cheer and happiness 
from one student to another. Brooklynn 
Koerner (7) said, “This year was very fun, 
but I am glad that the school year is over. 
I also look forward to next year for more 
fun.” The athletic teams as well as academic 
teams found great success this year. Differ-
ent activities celebrated holidays through-
out the year. Many fundraisers raised mon-
ey for the less fortunate. Speakers presented 
on important topis like relationships and 
vaping, and students pushed themselves 
through class projects and assignments.
   Next year will also contain much fun. In 
the meantime, it is time to take a break. 
Connor Breit (8) reiterated that fact, “We 
all have had a good year. I am hoping to see 
everyone next year.” Have a great summer!

by Mattias Marintzer

   On May 13, 2022, the 8th grade class was 
receievd a recognition night as a send off. 
   The evening began with Mass, where the 
8th graders did all of the ministries. Fol-
lowing Mass, they had pizza for supper and 
then split into six different teams to com-
pete in games. The theme for the night was 
Amazing Race, so the 8th graders partici-
pated in a handful of games such as Corn 
Hole, Minute to Win it, and Monarch Pic-
tionary. To end the night, there was a dance 
as a last send-off.
   This time of year is a time to reflect for 
8th graders before they move on to high 
school.  Jesse Stabb (8) said, “My favorite 
part of this year was the hour long recess.” 
Taryn Beiker (8) also said, “I would change 
the way we control bullying,” when asked if 
she would change anything about the year. 
   The 8th grade class has made many great 
memories in junior high, and now it is time 
for them to head to high school. They will 
be missed, but we wish them the best.

Congratulations!

A GREAT SEND-OFF

REWIND

by Brynnon Ayarza, Tanner Geist, & Michael Tiernan

   The Robotics team competed at FHSU on 
Monday, April 4, 2022. 
   The team is led by Mr. Jason Casper (sci-
ence). Students decide what system they 
want to build, then they must program it to 
carry out commands.  
   Many of the students liked being a part 
of the robotics team and felt it was fun. Eli 
Stein (8) said he found it challenging to 
learn the coding. Logan Dail (7) shared, 
“The most challenging part about this en-
tire ‘game’ was finding a design that worked, 
and for the mountain climber to figure out 
a solution to get the gear to not slip.” With 
this being the first competition for all of the 
students as well as Casper, he is looking for-
ward to coming back next year. 
   The robotics teams all gathered at FHSU 
and competed against 30 other schools. 
TMP-M did not place, but Casper said, “We 
did gain a lot of experience, which we will 
be able to use next year.”

by Kolby Olmstead & Carson Pinkney

   On April 30, 2022, 8th graders at TMP-M 
visited NCK Tech for hands-on experiences 
in culinary arts, nursing, auto mechanics, 
and construction to name a few.
   Easton Werth (8) shared, “My favorite 
part of the NCK Tech visit has to be the me-
chanical part. We got to work on a real car 
engine, and we got to turn off parts of the 
engine while trying to keep it alive.” Hal-
le Billinger (8) said, “I thought NCK Tech 
gave me a better understanding of what col-
lege is going to look like.” Eli Stein (8) got a 
lot out of the visit, “It was fun seeing all the 
things I could do in the future, and I think 
it actually sparked my interest in being a 
pharmacist.”
   Overall, this was a fun learning experi-
ence for all of the 8th graders. Mrs. Melissa 
Schoepf (principal) said,  “It was a great day 
with a lot of hands-on activities.” NCK Tech 
enjoys welcoming 8th graders to their cam-
pus every year.

NCK TECH DAY

HUNTING FOR GOLD
by Raegan Allen, Max Gerstner, & Elijah Lang

   Stuco held an Easter egg hunt on April 19, 
2022, in the Grotto. The person who found 
the golden egg received a special prize. 
   Carson Pinkney (7) said, “My favorite part 
of the Easter egg hunt was when I found the 
golden egg.” Even though having candy and 
goodies at Easter is fun, Hannah Rose (7) 

said, “My favorite thing about Easter is go-
ing to Mass with my family.” Connor Breit’s 
(8) favorite is hunting eggs with family. 
   Mrs. Rose McFarland (Stuco sponsor) 
helped organize the event. “The part I en-
joyed about the Easter egg hunt was seeing 
the kids running around looking for eggs.” 
   Thank you to Stuco for the fun event.

ELECTED
by Gus Corsair

   Student council elections were held May 
3, 2022. The results were announced the 
following week.
  The newly elected officers are Hannah 
Rose (president), Mattias Marintzer (vice 
president), Bria Windholz (secretary), 
and Logan Dail (treasurer). Hannah Rose 
stated,  “I ran for student council because 
I thought it would be fun to be part of a 
group that organizes activities.”  Mattias 
Marintzer felt that he would be good for 
student council because he could help oth-
ers. Logan Dail believed his past experience 
with Holy Family’s student council would 
make him a valuable asset. Bria Windholz 
is excited, “I think student council is a great 
way to be involved.” 
   Congratulations to the newly-elected offi-
cers, and with their leadership, next school 
year is sure to be full of many fun and excit-
ing activities.



by Sam Krannawitter

7th Grade Girls: The TMP-M 7th grade girls 
track team found success this season with 
only 9 girls.
   This small team had high expectations 
for the season, but they never would have 
expected what they accomplished. The 7th 
grade girls got at least 4th place at every 
varsity meet, including a 1st place victory 
at the MCEL meet in Hill City. Every girl 
on this team gave everything to be the best 
athletes, students, and people they could.
   Mrs. Rose McFarland (coach) was very 
impressed, “I think the 7th grade girls 
have done awesome this season. They’re 
solid in the field events and they’re solid 
in the running events. There aren’t very 
many girls, but even with just them, they 
have done wonderfully.” Brynn Rebel was 
also very pleased with the team, “I think 
we have done a great job competing with 
other teams. Our track team I think is very 
talented.” When asked if she was proud of 
what the 7th grade girls have accomplished, 
Brooklynn Koerner (7) noted, “I am very 
proud of what we have accomplished be-
cause everyone is working very hard to do 
well.”
   We look forward to next year’s season!

TRACK ATHLETES GO THE DISTANCE IN FULL BLOOM
by Braxton Basgall & Logan Dail

   Garden Club at TMP-M is a place where 
students can support people that are less 
fortunate. The Garden Club is for people 
that want to learn how to garden, help the 
poor, and have a good time.
   Garden Club is led by Mrs. Melissa Pink-
ney (Spanish) and Mr. Randy Brull. Both 
sponsors share their expertise with the 
students. Pinkney said, “Growing up, I re-
member helping my grandpa with a small 
garden. When I bought my first house it 
already had a garden plot, and my hus-
band grew up on a farm, so we started the 
hobby together and have had a garden for 
over 15 years.” Garden Club members meet 
between 3:30 to 4:30 on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, but in the summer they meet up 
from 9 A.M to 10 A.M. Their beneficiary is 
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry. St. Joseph’s Food 
Pantry is a very special corporation for 
people that don’t have food or can’t afford 
it. The produce from the garden is shared 
with the pantry throughout the summer.
   Preston Mermis (8) said, “Just being able 
to be there and help is what the Garden Club 
is all about for me.” While Mermis has been 
extremely active throughout junior high, 
other students have also participated as 
time allows:  Jenna Brull, Colin Haselhorst, 
Carson Pinkney, and Patrick Weber. These 
students learn all about the gardening pro-
cess as well as the internal reward from pro-
ducing something to help others in need.
   Garden Club is a great way to provide 
for the community and show that you 
care about them. Any and all students 
are welcome to stop by and join the club.

(Left) Anoir Vargas (7) sprints to the finish line at 
Ellis’s meet. He ran the 200m dash.
(Right) Taryn Beiker (8) runs her leg of the 4 x 100m 
relay in Russell. This was Taryn’s second year in track.

-Photos by Brenda Rose

by Jared Anschutz
8th Grade Boys: The TMP-M 8th grade boys 
did a lot of amazing things this year, includ-
ing first place in a couple meets. 
   One of their most successful meets this 
year was the Smith Center Invitational. One 
of the javelin throwers, Eli Stein marked  
85’7”. They also won some big meets. In 
Great Bend they had to go against bigger 
schools, but they ended up coming out on 
top. In Hays, most set PRs. Carson Liles 
said, “We lost a few kids this year, but ev-
eryone had the confidence to go out there 
and give it everything they had which was 
the reason for our success.”
   “We have a lot of mature runners this year, 
which led to all of our success,” said the 
Coach Rose McFarland. Every single event 
had success this year.  
   The team did very well this year as well 
as last year. They all gave it everything they 
had and had the confidence to go out there 
and perform. Hopefully these 8th graders’ 
success can continue in high school. Con-
gratulations on another great season, and 
best of luck next year!

by Joey Dintino
7th Grade Boys: The TMP-M 7th grade 
boys individually accomplished a lot this 
season, but the biggest accomplishment 
came as a team; they went undefeated.  
   Even though it was many of the 7th grad-
ers’ first time going out for track, the major-
ity of the team said they enjoyed the season 
and plan to go out again next year. “Going 
undefeated has really motivated a lot of us 
to go out next year,” said Jacob Seib. “We are 
all looking forward to next year already.”  
Tanner Geist (7) added,  “I enjoyed my first 
track season really well, and I plan on doing 
track again next year.”
   The coaching staff was also very impressed 
with the 7th grade class this year and their 
untapped potential, “They were so good 
this year, so I’m excited to watch them im-
prove and see where they go next year,” said 
head coach, Mrs. Rose McFarland.
   With the MCEL League Championship 
capping off their undefeated season, the 
Monarchs are on track to build a program 
at the school unlike any other class that has 
come before them. With so much success, 
the boys are looking forward to next year 
in hopes of keeping up the winning trend.
God bless, and go Monarchs!

by Emily Hipp

8th Grade Girls: The 8th grade track girls 
had a successful season, ending with the 
MCEL league title.
   Athletes can be in a maximum of four 
events between field and running events. 
Although TMP doesn’t have a track of its 
own, the athletes are still dedicated to get-
ting better and practicing harder. Track is a 
fun opportunity to get out of school and go 
outside and make new friends. “My favor-
ite thing about track is going to the meets 
and getting to be with your friends,” said 
Brooke Befort. There are many opportuni-
ties to become the best athlete you can be 
during track. The coaches work with you, 
and if you are in shot put, discus or jave-
lin you are able to take the equiptment you 
need home for the weekend to improve. 
   “My favorite thing about  track is being 
able to go to different schools to com-
pete.” said Yessica Ontiveros. Yessica’s main 
events are shotput, discus, javelin, and a 
running event. 
   Everyone in track works their hardest in 
their events to become the top three or stay 
top three in their event. Congrats, girls, on 
a great season!


