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L E T T E R  F R O M  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

Dear RSD Community,

Greetings Cyclone Nation! As I wrap up my first 
year as superintendent, I am amazed at how fast the 
year progressed. Throughout the year, I was able 
to witness several events that demonstrated to me 
and others the talents and gifts of our teachers and 
students in this wonderful district. Every day our 
students, teachers, staff, and community make me 
extremely proud to serve as your superintendent.

While it would be difficult to recognize all of 
our accomplishments, I would like to mention 
a few. First of all, our High School Quiz Bowl 
team accomplished the Three-Peat by defeating 
Greenwood in the 6A Quiz Bowl Tournament. We 
have a strong team returning next year and my 
hope is that we can win for a fourth year. Along with 
another championship, we were pleased to learn 
that Ms. Summer Hutchinson was named Junior 
High Quiz Bowl Coach of the Year and Mr. Johnny 
Barham was named High School Quiz Bowl Coach of 
the Year. This was certainly a big year for RSD Quiz 
Bowl!

Our Robotics Team at RHS and the elementary 
teams at Sequoyah and Oakland Heights 
Elementary recently qualified to compete in 
the Worlds Robotics Competition in Louisville, 
Kentucky. We are very proud of these students and 
their accomplishments. It is truly incredible to see 
and hear the innovative ideas this program inspires 
in our students.

As we close another year, I am looking forward to 
the next and all that it will bring. We have many new 
faces of leadership that will be taking on new roles. I 
look forward to listening and learning with them. 

One of my many goals will be for all of us to take 
a “simple, clear, and focused” approach to teaching 
and learning. Recently, I learned that for great 
schools to become greater they must focus on fewer 
priorities than more. I hope we can become greater 
for the sake of our students, teachers, staff, and 
community.

Always striving to educate, equip, and empower 
all students,

Dr. Mark Gotcher
Superintendent
Russellville School District

One of my many 
goals will be for 
all of us to take a 
“simple, clear, and 
focused” approach 
to teaching and 
learning.
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IIf you asked a Russellville High School 
senior what was one of their top five 
memories while attending Russellville 
School District, you would probably have 
the Upper Elementary 5th Grade Camp as 
one of their answers. 

The Fifth Grade Camp, which is held 
toward the end of the year, is an annual 
event that students have been attending 
for the past 49 years.

The Fifth Grade Camp began as a cul-
minating event to celebrate the end of the 
elementary school years. Over the years, 
the camp has been held at different camp 
locations such as Camp Ozark and Camp 
Ferncliff, but for the past few years, it has 
been held at Camp Aldersgate in Little 
Rock.

The Fifth Grade students are split 
into typically four camps, depending on 
the number of students each year. Each 
camper will spend two days and one night 
at camp. Each camper leaves UE5G and 
travels to Camp Aldersgate. When the 
campers arrive, they have a picnic lunch 
and then spend the afternoon participat-
ing in activities including arts and crafts, 
cannoning, fishing, archery, and activities 
where they learn about conservation of 
the environment. The first day ends with 
a campfire where the students sing and 
participate in skits. Day two begins with 
lunch in the commons, followed by more 
activities and ends with lunch and the 
trip back to UE5G. While camp is leaving, 
another group is arriving for its two days 
at camp.

B E  T H E  S C H O O L  O F  C H O I C E  I N  O U R  R E G I O N

Making memories 
at Fifth Grade Camp

Engaging students 
through experience

 The Fifth Grade Camp, which is held toward the end 
of the year, is an annual event that students have 
been attending for the past 49 years.
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Throughout their time at camp, the 
students are supervised by Russellville 
High School and Arkansas Tech University 
counselors, UE5G teachers and staff, P.E. 
teachers from each elementary school, 
and district nurses. Counselors from RHS 
and ATU must apply for positions as camp 
counselors and are then screened by RHS 
administration and ATU professors. Some 
of the ATU students also help by teaching 
some of the activities. RHS senior, Cassie 
Johnson, wanted to participate in camp this 
year because she loved Fifth Grade Camp 
when she went through it. “It was nice to 
give back and I wanted to give the girls the 
same experience I had!”

The RHS counselors also come up with 
fun ways to showcase their cabins, such 
as colored bandannas or bracelets for the 
students to wear and coming up with fun 
chants to lead while they are hiking. 

From left to right  “Amanda Crow, Scott Babb, Jennifer Spradlin, 
Scott Hill, and Kathryn Kastner”

479-967-8000
www.simmonsbank.com
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“I wanted to participate in camp this 
year because I remember when I was 
in fifth grade, and I had the opportu-
nity to go to Camp Stormy and it was 
the absolute best,” said RHS senior 
Mary Katelynn Byrd. “I still remember 
everything about it. I wanted to be sure 
that I gave the Fifth Graders the same 
opportunity that I had. My absolute 
favorite part about camp this year was 
meeting all of the girls and seeing their 
faces light up when we won the chant 

competition. Then the girls continued 
to sing our chant because they were so 
proud of their hard work.”

Each student leaves camp with a 
souvenir made while at camp. While 
they get to take this memento home 
with them they are also taking count-
less memories and learning experi-
ences. 

“Fifth grade camp is one of the best 
things about the school year,” said 
Fifth Grade student Sydnee Ross. “It is 
so much fun that you don’t notice that 
it’s an amazing learning experience.”

As you can imagine, planning this 
event takes a tremendous amount of 
work and takes a large group of people 
to get it accomplished. Parents are 
responsible for the cost of their child 
to attend camp and this year had to fill 
out a commitment form one month 
prior to camp. Overhead costs are paid 
for by a generous donation from First 
State Bank and money raised by the 
UE5G PTO. Fifth Grade Camp is also 
open to Fifth Grade students at St. 
John’s Catholic School.

“Fifth Grade Camp is such an amaz-
ing opportunity for our students,” said 
UE5G Principal Cathy Koch. “Over the 
years we have gotten to experience the 
memories the students make each year 
and learn what camp means to them. It 
is one of the big things they remember 
from their elementary years. At this 
point, we have parents and grandpar-
ents that have gone to camp, so it is 
something that is remembered and 
valued in this community.”

Fifth-grade student Mitchell Man-
ning enjoyed every part of camp. “At 
Camp Stormy, the counselors were 
great! The facility that we used was ex-
tremely fancy. All of the activities were 
fantastic, and the food was amazing! 
The weather was perfect and so was 
our cabin. I have never had as much 
fun as I had at Camp Stormy in my 
whole entire life!”

Fifth Grade Camp is such 
an amazing opportunity 
for our students. Over the 
years we have gotten to 
experience the memories 
the students make each 
year and learn what camp 
means to them.”

Cathy Koch
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Russellville School District will kick off the 2018-19 school 
year with a full complement of new administrators. The new 
school year will bring changes to seven administration posi-
tions throughout RSD.

Sheila Jacobs, who is the current Russellville High School 
principal, will retire at the end of the school year with 28 years in 
education. Prior to her position at the high school, Jacobs was the 
director of secondary instruction at RSD, a position she held for 
nine years, and the director of curriculum and federal programs 
at Lavaca School District. She began her career teaching Eng-
lish at Russellville High School and Clarksville High School and 
taught for a total of 15 years.

Changes to RSD 
administration

Lori Edgin, who is the current Russellville Middle School 
principal, has taken a superintendent job at East End School 
District in Bigelow. She began her career at RSD in 2006 as 
a ninth-grade English teacher and instructional facilitator. 
She became the RMS assistant principal in 2011, and the 
principal the following year. Bryan Swymn has been hired as 
the new RMS principal for the 2018-19 school year.

Dr. Chris Barnes, who is the current elementary cur-
riculum director, has taken a principal job at Conway School 
District. Prior to joining RSD in the 2015-16 school year, 
he was the director of assessment and accountability at the 
Arkansas Research Center, where he directed the calculation 
of the state school accountability model and the development 
of student improvement plans through a grant funded by the 
Arkansas Department of Education (ADE). The district is 
currently working to fill his position.



   Russellville School District     www.russellvilleschools.net     11 

• Millard-Henry Clinic has been a leading provider  
of quality healthcare in the River Valley for over  
70 years. 

• Our after-hours care is primary care, so a visit here 
costs the same as a regular appointment.

• We have a lab and perform X-rays on-site.

• The results of an after-hours visit is posted directly  
into your electronic file. This keeps your information 
consistent and current for your Millard-Henry Clinic 
primary caregiver.



12      www.russellvilleschools.net     Russellville School District

B E  T H E  S C H O O L  O F  C H O I C E  I N  O U R  R E G I O N

Al Harpenau, who is the current principal at Russellville 
Junior High School, will take the role of Russellville High 
School principal next year. Next year will mark Harpenau’s 
30th year in education, and with the Russellville School 
District. He taught nine years at Russellville Middle School, 
three years as the RMS assistant principal, 10 years as the RMS 
principal, and seven years as RJHS principal.

“As the new principal of Russellville High School, I’m truly 
honored to lead such a great faculty and staff who devote their 
lives to educating students,” said Harpenau. “As the principal, 
my vision is to instill within our students the importance of an 
education through hard work, relationship building, and doing 
the right things. I believe it is important that students respect 
themselves, their teachers, and the administration. Students 
at RHS will be challenged to reach their highest potential. My 
passion for education and working in the Russellville School 
District makes this an exciting move in my career.”

Matt Kordsmeier, who is the current assistant principal at 
Russellville Junior High School, will take the role of principal 
at RJHS next year. Prior to his position as an assistant princi-
pal, Kordsmeier was the assistant transportation supervisor, 
a teacher at RHS and the head girls basketball coach. He has 
been in education for 24 years, 21 at RSD. In 1997, he was 
named the Head Girls Basketball Coach at the Arkansas High 
School Coaches Association All-Star Game.

“I am looking forward to carrying on the strong tradition that 
has been established at RJHS,” said Kordsmeier. “We have an 
outstanding staff that is willing to do whatever is needed to 
educate, equip and empower all students at RJHS.”  

Sarah Stobaugh, who is a current Russellville High 
School assistant principal, has accepted a job in the South 
Conway County School District as the principal of the Mor-
rilton Intermediate School.  Stobaugh has worked in the 
Russellville School District for eight years as an instruc-
tional facilitator and assistant principal. Mary Beth Cox has 
been hired as a new RHS assistant principal for the 2018-19 
school year.
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Joe Sitkowski, who is a current Russellville High 
School assistant principal, will move to the Russellville 
Junior High School as an assistant principal. Prior to 
his position as an assistant principal at RHS, he was a 
teacher, assistant boys basketball coach, and a head boys 
basketball coach. In 2003, he was a UCA Hall of Fame 
Inductee.

“One of many things I am excited about in moving to 
RJHS is working with the administration, faculty, and 
staff,” said Sitkowski. “It’s a chance to strengthen previ-
ous relationships and forge new ones. It’s also a chance 
to make a difference in the lives of students at a younger 
age and help prepare them for the challenges they will 
face at RHS.”

 Consequently, with his move, Brad Coffman has been 
hired as a new RHS assistant principal for the 2018-19 
school year.
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The robotics teams at Russellville 
School District are fairly new programs, 
but that didn’t keep three of our schools 
from competing in the VEX Robotics 
World Championship this April. 
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A new competition at RSD
The robotics clubs at Sequoyah Elementary and Oakland Heights Elementary and the team at 

Russellville High School all had the opportunity to attend the World Championship after their 
performance at the Arkansas VEX Robotics State Championship.

At the VEX Robotics World Championship, more than 11,500 teams from 40 countries played in 
over 750 tournaments at the middle school, high school, and college/university level. They com-
peted in three competitions: the Standard Matches, the Robot Skills Challenge, and Online Chal-
lenges. At the elementary/primary to middle/secondary school level, there were more than 8,500 
teams from 45 countries that played in over 900 tournaments and competed in three competi-
tions: the Teamwork Challenge, the Robot Skills Challenge, and the STEM Research Project.
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This was the first year that Se-
quoyah and Oakland Heights offered 
an after-school robotics club for third 
and fourth-grade students. Both of the 
clubs were student-led and facilitated 
by Nina Bolton and Rachel Cantu at 
Sequoyah, and Marcia Correia and 
Miranda Harris at Oakland Heights. 
Both teams gave interested participants 
an application and the teachers selected 
the team members based off of their 
application. Members of each team 
were responsible for going through the 
design process and creating a STEM 
project and a robot. The students took 
on specific roles such as coders who 

wrote code for the robot to do some-
thing, builders who worked at getting 
better at building and designing the ro-
bot, and drivers who focused their time 
at using the remote and scoring points. 
The students then started competing in 
tournaments and their performances 
at these tournaments landed them an 
invitation to the state tournament.

“We told each student that they 
would at least get to go to one compe-
tition,” said Sequoyah Assistant Prin-
cipal Brad Beatty. “We did not antici-
pate going to state and we sure did not 
anticipate going to Worlds, that was 
not on our radar. This was supposed 

to be an introduction year, for us to 
learn about it, find out what it was all 
about and go from there. We didn’t set 
any goal of going to state this year. As 
we got into it though, we started to see 
them grow and their skills grow, and 
they really exceeded our expectations.”

The Sequoyah team won the STEM 
Project Award at the state tournament 
which qualified them for Worlds. For 
this STEM project, students used the 
engineering design process to research 
and solve a challenge and had to pres-
ent their product to a panel of judges. 
The students chose the topic of robot-
ics in the care of the elderly, and after 
speaking with a local nursing home, 
came up with a product idea of a watch 
that can take vitals, remind patients 
to take their medicine, and contact 
emergency personnel in the event of 
an emergency. This was Sequoyah’s 
second STEM Project Award for the 
season.

The Oakland Heights team won 
second place in the Team Challenge 
Award, which also qualified them for 
Worlds. In the Team Challenge, two 
different teams worked together to 
maximize their score during a one-
minute match. Students were matched 
up at random with an alliance team 
and had to communicate the strengths 
of their robots and teams to each oth-
er, find a way to work effectively with 
each other, and ultimately strategize 
how to score as many points as pos-
sible. This was the first VEX Robotics 
award for the season.

B E  T H E  S C H O O L  O F  C H O I C E  I N  O U R  R E G I O N

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

Do you need a NEW CAREER or want to MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

We offer Nursing Assistant classes and are always 
accepting applications for Full-Time LPNs, CNAs, and dietary.      
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Stop by and see us in person for more details.

Come join our team!
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The Russellville High School robotics team 
has been competing for the past five years, 
but it was the first year for RHS teacher 
Ethan Hodge to coach the team. The RHS 
team is also student-led and the students 
have put in countless hours before and after 
school and even during their lunch periods. 
All that time and dedication paid off this year 
with the team winning two VEX Robotics 
Design Awards, three Robot Skills Awards, 
and a Tournament Champion Award during 
the tournament season. These awards landed 
them a spot to compete at the state tourna-
ment where they won a Tournament Cham-
pion Award, a Judges Award, and won a spot 
at the World Championship. 

The success of each of these 
teams can be contributed to 
the dedication of the students 
involved.

Did You 
Know?

Good Grades and Good Vision 
go hand in hand.  Eighty percent 
of what kids learn in school is 
presented visually.  Since 1 in 4 
children have a vision problem, 
yearly comprehensive eye 
exams are critical.  Binocular 
vision problems can signifi cantly 
affect a child’s ability to learn 
even though they may read 
20/20 on the chart.  Your child 
should have an exam by their 
fi rst birthday, at 3 years of age, 
before starting school and every 
year thereafter to evaluate their 
visual acuity, binocular vision 
and eye health.

3715 W. Main St.
Russellville, Arkansas
(479) 280-1991
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At the World Championship, the team 
was placed in the Technology Division, 
which included 97 teams total. The RHS 
team finished 62nd in its division with 
four wins and six losses.

The success of each of these teams 
can be contributed to the dedication of 
the students involved in these teams. 
All the teams have been self-taught 
on almost everything throughout this 
process. While some of the students at 
the high school have an advantage of 
taking computer science or engineer-
ing classes, it is not something that the 
high school team requires. Having the 
robotics clubs at the elementary schools 
is something that RHS Coach Hodge is 
excited about when he thinks about the 
future of the robotics program. “The 
kids that we have are really strong and 
they do a lot of learning independently. 
Half the time they come in and say, 
‘There is this new thing that I learned, 

18 ROBOTICS
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let me teach it to you.’ In the future, if 
the district creates this pathway for stu-
dents where it builds their knowledge in 
robotics and they are comfortable with 
competing already, then I’m seeing re-
ally strong robotics teams in the future.”

Another thing that all teams can say is 
that they are extremely thankful for the 
community support which helped them 
get to the World Championship this 
year. Without the continued support of 
our generous community, our students 
would not have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the many activities they win 
each year.

As for next year, the RHS team is 
working on changing the team organi-
zation by creating leadership roles and 
creating more teams within the team, 
with a potential all girls team. While 
the school year is almost over, the RHS 
team is already starting to work on the 
building of next year’s robot.
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WWhen most people think of the role of the child nutri-
tion department they usually think of one thing, school 
lunches. Daniel Connerly, Aramark director of dining, 
is working to change that idea and to show how a food 
service provider can create a great partnership with a 
district and the community.

When Connerly first came to Russellville School 
District, one of the first programs he started was the 
Breakfast in the Classroom program at one elementary 
school. The Breakfast in the Classroom program is an 
alternative breakfast program that offers a nutritious 
meal after the first bell each morning at no charge to all 
students regardless of eligibility status. 

Connerly started hearing from more and more PTOs 
and principals that they wanted the program in their 
schools too. This April, all RSD elementary schools 
adopted the Breakfast in the Classroom program. At the 
secondary level (5-12), students also have alternative 
breakfast options with Grab and Go carts and a smoothie 
bar at Russellville High School.

Another program that was started this year is the 
Cooking Matters Classes, which are evening cooking 
classes for parents, students, and staff at Dwight and 
Crawford elementary schools. This three-part series 
is taught during a semester by Aramark Chef Ken 
Dempsey. 

More than lunch

P A R T N E R S H I P S  T H A T  C R E A T E  A  U N I F I E D  C O M M U N I T Y

Food programs aim to create better choices
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Chef Ken taught the participants 
how to make a meal on a budget, how 
to make quick breads, and how to 
make pan sauces. The goal is to expand 
this program to other elementary 
schools next year.

Connerly has also been invited to 
participate in enrichment clubs at 
some of the elementary schools this 
year. During the London Tiger Club, 
Connerly helps the students experi-
ment with new foods. “I started out 
with a lot of random topics all cen-
tered around nutrition and health 
and it evolved into a food experience 
for them,” said Connerly. “We take a 
food in its raw form and we look at it, 
talk about it, describe it, listen to it, 
smell it, and finally we get to the end 
of the class and we taste it. If it is not 
something that is good in its raw form 
to taste, then I bring in a cooked ex-
ample. We brought in roasted kale for 
one class and those kids went bananas 
over it.” 

Next year, Connerly plans to expand 
the program to other schools and bring 
in community members to help with 
the enrichment classes.

Each year, Aramark also provides 
three separate scholarships to high 
school seniors.

In addition to all these programs, 
Connerly will be starting two more 
programs this summer. The first is the 
Summer Feeding Program, that will 
provide meals all summer to students 
free of charge. Crawford Elemen-
tary will be serving a hot meal each 
day and the district will be running 
buses through the community to take 
students to and from Crawford for 
the meal. If students can’t make it to 
Crawford, there will be five community 
sites throughout the community dis-
tributing sack lunches. To launch the 
Summer Feeding Program, Aramark 
will be hosting a Kick-off Party on 

June 2 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Hughes Center. Chef Ken will be on 
hand preparing free food for attendees 
and RSD school resource officers and 
members of the community will be 
available to talk to parents about sum-
mer safety and health.

New, this summer, is a Farm to 
School Program. The Farm to School 
Program, which is in its initial stage, 
will start by bringing RSD faculty and 
staff, local farmers, and community 
members together to serve on a com-
mittee to begin the process of creating 
a Farm to School Program at RSD.

“It is not only the perception of the 
food service program I want to change, 
but also the way people eat and how 
they think about food,” said Connerly. 
I want our parents to know what good 
food choices are, so they can make 
good choices for their kids. I hope we 
can help to get the foods we are serving 
in the cafeteria back into the homes 
of our students. I want to represent 
Aramark and RSD in the best way that 
I can, and any time I have the oppor-
tunity to be a good ambassador for 
school food and food service manage-
ment companies I will.”

It is not only the perception of the food service program 
I want to change, but also the way people eat and how they 
think about food. I want our parents to know what good food 
choices are, so they can make good choices for their kids. 
I hope we can help to get the foods we are serving in the 
cafeteria back into the homes of our students.”

Daniel Connerly
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NNot many high school students in any 
sport can say that they are three-time 
state champions, but the Russellville 
High School Quiz Bowl team can with 
its win at the Arkansas Governor’s Quiz 
Bowl Association (AGQBA) State Cham-
pionship Tournament. Not only did the 
Cyclones win their third state title, but 
their coaches and one of their fellow team 
members were additionally recognized. 
RHS Coach Johnny Barham was named 

the Arkansas High School Coach of the 
Year, Russellville Junior High School 
Coach Summer Hutchinson was named 
the Arkansas Junior High School Coach 
of the Year, and RHS junior Yoshio 
Yamashito was named All-State and will 
play in the All-Star game.

This year was a rebuilding year for this 
young team. The team lost eight seniors 
last year, so this year the team had knowl-
edge gaps and leadership positions to fill. 

A L L  S T U D E N T S  R E A C H  T H E I R  I N D I V I D U A L  P O T E N T I A L

THREE-TIME STATE CHAMPS

The RHS team carries a 
large team, 18 this year, 
which is uncommon 
among most teams. The 
team doesn’t have tryouts 
or cuts and encourages 
everyone to join.
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“We had a lot of knowledge gaps to fill 
and lost a lot of leaders on that team,” 
said RHS Coach Brandon Cooper. “It 
was one of those things where we knew 
that we had a lot of talented, intelligent 
younger players who didn’t have as 
much experience and whether or not 
the students were going to be willing 
to put in the extra work to fill in those 
holes that we lost, and they proved 
more than capable.”

One difference to this year’s team 
was the coaches assigned two senior 
team captains who, at the beginning 
of the year, were given responsibility 
of the team. The two team captains 
took this responsibility and ran with it. 
They started working on different team 
configurations to see who worked best 
together and what knowledge gaps 
they had to fill. 

     e y e c a r e,

     e y e w e a r.

Being a student is both a rewarding and challenging 
experience. Help your children 
succeed this year by having a 
comprehensive eye exam. So much 
of learning is visually based, that 
students with undiagnosed vision 
problems often have issues with 
academic performance. Since 
1979, Dr. Lieblong and his staff 
has developed a reputation of 
professional eye care by getting to 
know people just like you who want 
the best attention when it comes to their eye health. 

www.lieblongeyeclinic.com

A Tradition Of Excellence 
For Over 40 Years

Even Though You May
Be New In Town…

We’re Not!

1903 S. Arkansas Ave. • 968-3991

Supports the Russellville 
School District

A Tradition Of Excellence
For Over 45 Years
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“We knew the success of the team 
was going to hinge on what our smaller 
senior class was willing to do in terms 
of work and leadership,” said Cooper. 
“We told them very early on that this is 
your team and that if you need any-
thing from us let us know, but you are 
driving this bus, and they obviously did 
a really good job of it.”

The students also had to step up 
by learning materials they might not 
have wanted to instead of just stick-
ing to what they knew. For RHS junior 
Yoshio Yamashito, the team members 
had to focus on their individual areas 
and those that would benefit the team 
in the best way. “What we were trying 
to do was not have one person learn 
everything but we were trying to make 
it so the team effectively becomes one 
person that knows everything.”

Another key factor in the team’s 
success has been the building of a 5-12 
grade quiz bowl program. “When Bran-
don and I started coaching eight years 
ago, we knew if we wanted to build 
a program we would have to build it 
from the bottom to the top,” said RHS 
Coach Paul Gray. “That took about 
three or four years to get going and 
the success at the high school started 
four years ago when we first went to 
the state championship game. We lost 
that one, but we have gone back year 
after year. That is why last year we 
gave championship rings to all of our 
coaches from middle school up. They 
earned that recognition by coaching 
those kids too. Junior high, middle 
school and elementary coaches work 
hard, and they have helped build our 
successful program.”

At the 5-7 grade level, the goal is to 
get the students excited about quiz 
bowl and to learn how to play the 
game. Then at the junior high level, the 
team begins to become more com-
petitive and starts to build on their 
content knowledge. The coaches also 
keep up this motivation of the younger 
students by hosting Quiz Bowl Family 
Nights once every nine-weeks. At these 
events, all the teams and their families 

are invited to attend, have a meal, and 
the students play quiz bowl against 
each other. At the end of the year, the 
coaches also talk about the success of 
each team to encourage the younger 
teams to aspire to reach those accom-
plishments as well.

The team could not be as successful 
as it is without the support and family 
environment that each team creates 
each year. The RHS team carries a 
large team, 18 this year, which is un-
common among most teams. 

A L L  S T U D E N T S  R E A C H  T H E I R  I N D I V I D U A L  P O T E N T I A L

 “We feel that quiz bowl 
is a place a lot of kids can 
find their place and be 
part of a team. There is 
a place for everybody in 
quiz bowl. If you want to 
be here and do the work, 
you are welcome here.”

Paul Gray
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The team doesn’t have tryouts or cuts and encour-
ages everyone to join. For Coach Gray, their philosophy 
is getting students in a place where they fit in. “We feel 
that quiz bowl is a place a lot of kids can find their place 
and be part of a team. There is a place for everybody in 
quiz bowl. If you want to be here and do the work, you 
are welcome here. It really is a family. The camaraderie 
and closeness of these kids is no different than the con-
nection the football team or the band has. It is also really 
hard to let seniors go at the end of the year.”

The coaches also appreciate the RHS faculty and staff 
who help the quiz bowl students with their content 
knowledge every day. “I send an email to the faculty 
every year to thank them,” said Gray. “I can cheer the 
football team on every year, but I can’t do a whole lot 
to help them win. We are different. Our teachers and 
staff help build our students’ knowledge and hold them 
accountable for things. We feel blessed and like we are 
a big team. Every teacher holds a piece of the trophy 
because they are teaching them the content to play quiz 
bowl.”

The future looks bright for the quiz bowl team next 
year with only three seniors leaving, a robust junior class 
taking the lead, a talented sophomore group coming 
back and a ninth grade team that had a lot of success 
this year moving up. It will be up to this new team to 
continue the drive and determination that the previous 
teams have had and to hopefully pull off another state 
championship next year.

Eye Care and Eye Wear
For The Whole Family

Amy J.S. Daiber, OD Lori Boyd Canfield, OD

204 N. Front St.
Dardanelle
229-1467

317 E. Parkway
Russellville
967-6113

Clear Vision Begins 
With Healthy Eyes

Lori Boyd Canfi eld, OD       Amy J.S. Daiber, OD

204 N. Front St.
Dardanelle
229-1467

317 E. Parkway
Russellville

967-6113
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P H O T O S  A R O U N D  R S D
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R H S  S P R I N G 
T H E AT R E 

P R O D U C T I O N

“ G u y s  a n d  D o l l s ”
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S P R I N G
S P O R T S
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A R O U N D  C A M P U S
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS

JUNE
On a Summer’s Night Music of the 60’s, 
70’s and 80’s at 7 p.m.

RVAC presents The Music Man at 7 p.m. 

RVAC presents The Music Man at 2 p.m.

RVAC presents The Music Man at 7 p.m.

JULY
RVAC presents The Music Man at 2 p.m.

AUGUST
Donny Edwards Live a Tribute to Elvis at 
3 p.m.

First Day of the 2018-19 School Year

SEPTEMBER
No School for Labor Day

Tim Hawkins Live at 7 p.m.

OCTOBER
No School for Parent/Teacher Conferences

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
for grades K-5 from 1-7 p.m.

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
for grades 6-12 from 1-7 p.m.

Cyclone Theatre Fall Show

NOVEMBER
RHS Salute to Veterans Program at 9 a.m.

On a Winter’s Night Music of Trans 
Siberian Orchestra presented by Arkansas 
Center for Music Education at 7 p.m.

Arkansas Arts Center presents Snow 
White at 9 a.m. and 1 p.m.

No School for Thanksgiving Holiday

DECEMBER
Tis the Season Holiday Show at 7 p.m.

Tis the Season Holiday Show at 2 p.m.

Shoji Tabuchi at 2 p.m.

No School for Christmas Holiday
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Russellville School District | The Center for the Arts

The RSD Connections magazine is a publication of the Russellville 
School District.

In compliance with federal nondiscrimination laws, the Russellville 
School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, age, religion, or disability in its employment and 
education practices. If you have questions regarding the professional 
qualifications of your child’s teachers or paraprofessionals, you are 
encouraged to contact Mrs. Alene Bynum, Assistant Superintendent of 
Personnel and Instruction at 479.968.1306.

Le invitamos a que hable con la Mrs. Alene Bynum, si usted tiene 
alguna pregunta sobre las capacitaciones profesionales de los 
maestros o asistentes de maestros de sus hijos.
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OFFICE HOURS 
8 am – 5 pm | Monday — Friday

9 am – 12 pm | Saturday (at the main clinic)

OUR PEDIATRIC SPECIALISTS
Jonathan Brixey, MD   •   Barry McCraw, MD   •   Kristen Nelson, MD   •   Rick Harrison, MD

 Christina Bartlett, MD   •   Chad Masters, MD   •   Madison Orsburn, MD   •   Lynette Smith, MD
 
  

Helping our kids
GROW STRONGER
for a stronger community.

At Millard-Henry Clinic, we take a team approach to caring for kids from birth to 18 years of age. 
By working together, we believe we are not only helping kids grow stronger, but are 

helping to grow a stronger community for generations to come.

To schedule an appointment with one of our pediatricians for your child, call 
Millard-Henry Clinic/Atkins at 479.641.2255 or Russellville at 479.968.2345.


