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1st Trimester
2018-2019

The school year started on August 16th with our annual
open house. It was great to see so many parents, family
members and students make it out that evening. Since
then, almost 3 months later, we have just closed out our first
trimester. It has been a great start to the school year,
please plan to attend Parent/Teacher conferences on
November 19th and 20th to hear about all of the great
achievements so far this year. Stop by each building office
during conferences to complete our conference
questionnaire and receive your complimentary “Raider
Nation” car magnets, while supplies last. All completed
questionnaire respondents will be entered in a drawing for
one of four $25 BP Gas Cards.
Once again we will be hosting the annual Senior Citizen
Luncheon in conjunction with our K-4 Christmas program.
On December 3rd we will be providing lunch for local Senior
Citizens at 12:15 P.M. following lunch, entertainment will be
provided by our kindergarten through 4th grade students.
Anyone wishing to attend should R.S.V.P. by November
26th to Mrs. Bushman by calling (815)357-8744 ext. 2161.
I would like to thank you for making the first third of the
2018-2019 school year successful. Please check out the
new SGS webpage format www.sgs170.org. We are
mobile! Download our app on the App Store or Google Play!
It’s great to be a part of Raider Nation!!

Eric Misener
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Mrs. McGhee’s Minutes
The 2018-2019 school year has gotten off to a great start! I hope you have been able to connect
with your child’s teacher during our conferences. It is important that we keep open lines of
communication between home and school throughout the year. If you have not downloaded
our Seneca Grade School app, I encourage you to do so today. It is connected to the
www.sgs170.org website. Many classrooms also utilize Class Dojo to share information with
families. We have many great things happening and we want to share them with you!
We have been continuing to
reward students with our
Character Cards for
demonstrating good
behavior choices. We
began the year working on
Citizenship and will move
to Caring with our second
trimester. Caring is being
kind, helpful, giving, and
valuing the feelings of
others. We will be looking
for those traits in all
students.

As we enter the winter
season, I would like to
remind families that we
will go outside for recess
when the temperature is
15 or above. Please check
the weather each day and
make sure your child has
all necessary items to stay
warm. We have many
generous supporters of the
school, so please contact
us if you need any help
with coats, hats, mittens,
etc. We want everyone to
be warm this winter!

Thank you for a great start to the year –
I look forward to seeing everyone at our
Winter Concert December 3rd. It’s a great
way to start the Holiday season!
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Our first trimester has been full of fun! Preschool
shared their annual Donuts with Dads on November
8th. Both classes welcomed Dads, Papas, and
other friends to share in a craft and some delicious
donuts. They will be hosting their Holiday Open
House on December 14th – look for information from
the teachers. Kindergarten has enjoyed visiting the
Reading Room with Mrs. Steiner and Mrs. Steep this
fall. This typically would begin in January and it
allows students to work in small instructional groups
to meet individual needs, but it was started in
September this year. We have seen great gains and
look forward to all the learning still to come!
Continue to support at home by reading daily with
your children. First grade enjoyed a field trip to
Dollinger’s Pumpkin Farm in September. The
students enjoyed learning about the life cycle of a
pumpkin and had some creative persuasive writing
why their pumpkin should be picked. The grade
level also conducted a science experiment about
factors that influence growing seeds. It has been an
excellent start to the school year. Second grade has
also been working hard this year. Students have
been focusing on writing good topic sentences with
details. Second grade is also working on adding and
subtracting 2 digit numbers with regrouping. These
are great things to practice at home. Third grade
has transitioned nicely to upstairs.
They are
enjoying reading a variety of texts and will begin a
working dogs unit soon. The third grade has also
been enjoying a variety of science experiments on
Fridays using our new Science curriculum. They are
using our new text book and online resources.
Fourth grade also has been utilizing the new series
that is based on the Next Generation Science
Standards. Fourth grade has stepped up as our
building leaders. The fourth grade gets to assist with
morning duty, be lunch room helpers and help tutor
younger students. It has been great to see them
adjust to these roles.
Fourth grade will be
presenting their Living Museum to students and
parents – this year’s topic is American Firsts. Thank
you to the families helping prepare their
presentations. As you can see the students have
been busy this first trimester and we look forward to
the all the rest of this year has in store for us!

Mr. Severson’s Report
The 2018-19 school year is quickly moving along.
Thanksgiving is almost here and we all know that
Christmas approaches rapidly after that. Here at
the South Campus, we’ve had a very busy and
productive start to the year. Students have been
working very hard to reach their individual
academic goals, and our staff has been working
equally as hard to guide, challenge, and motivate
them to do their best. Our fall sports programs
have all completed their seasons and our winter
sports programs have started with our basketball
programs currently in the middle of their seasons.
Wrestling and volleyball will be starting soon.

With every new year, there seems to be new
faces added to our staff and new programs
implemented here at the South Campus. This
year is no exception. The 7th/8th grade team
added a new member this year in the PE
department. Mr. Enervold is working with our
7th and 8th graders in the gym and in the
classroom helping them stay active and learn
about health-related topics. We also added a
new member to our South Campus office staff.
Liz Jones is actively involved with the daily
routine of the South Campus office, working
with our school psychologist and athletic
director. We also implemented a new science
curriculum this year at all grade levels and
renovated the 7th/8th grade science lab.

On behalf of everyone here at the South Campus, I would like to thank all of our parents/guardians for
supporting us in having a great start to the 2018-19 school year. We look forward to working with you
as we continue our efforts to help every student succeed to their highest potential.

Parent/Teacher Conferences
Parent Teacher Conferences will take place Monday, November 19th and Tuesday, November
20th. Conferences provide a great opportunity to meet with your student’s teachers to discuss
current performance levels as well as expectations moving forward. I hope everyone can join us
next week. The following is the scheduled times for conferences:

Monday, November 19th
1:00 – 4:00 pm
5:00 – 8:00 pm
(4:00 – 5:00 pm will serve as a dinner break for the teachers)

Tuesday, November 20th
8:30 am – 12:00 pm
* 5th/6th grade conferences are scheduled individually and will take place in their pods
* 7th/8th grade conferences will take place in the gym and are not scheduled individually
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The IESA State Finals Cross Country
meet was held on October 13, 2018 at
Maxwell Park in Normal, Illinois.
Seneca had four competitors in the
State meet. Kevin Einhaus, a 6th
grader, ran a time of 13:10. Austin
Aldridge, a second year state
qualifier, ran a personal record in the
meet with a time of 12:12. He
finished 85th with a field of 231
runners. Riley Sanburg, a 3-time
state qualifier,
ran a time
of 15:28. Great job Kevin, Austin,
and Riley! Evelyn O’Connor, a 6th
grader, ran a personal best time
of 12:23 and finished 19th overall in
a field of 230 runners and received a
medal
for
her
achievement.
Congratulations to Evelyn on your
achievement. In our 4th year of
Cross Country at SGS, we had 20
runners. Overall, we had a fantastic
season and the athletes competed
very well.

The 2018 Raider baseball season has come to an end and the program has
a lot to be proud of. The A team finished with a final record of 3-9 and lost
in the regional semifinal game to a very good Saratoga team by one
run. The B team consisted of 13 - 6th graders, and ended the season with
a final record of 4-3. The boys showed a lot of potential for the future of
the baseball program. All of the players worked very hard and improved
their skills throughout the season. We would like to wish the 8th graders
good luck in high school and can’t wait for young players to step up and
fill their spots.
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The lady Raider B team ended the season
with a record of 3-3. Despite a loss, they made
a strong showing in the conference
tournament against Dwight working their
small ball game and moving around the bases.
The girls worked hard throughout the season
and demonstrated improvements in both
offense and defense. We had a great year and
look forward to working with the girls next
season.
The Lady Raiders A team was an even mix of
7th and 8th graders this year. The girls worked
hard to make good progress and were able to
knock off MVK in the first round of
Regionals before falling to Lockport in the
semifinals. This year’s team saw success
when they were able to play small ball and
rattle their opponents. Our pitchers faced
some tough competition, but never gave up on
the mound. It was great to see girls gain
confidence in the field and in the batter’s
box. Some highlights this season included
watching girls get their first hits, and another
recording her first homerun.

STUDENT
OF THE
MONTH
SEPTEMBER

EVAN SKAGGS
OCTOBER
Eighth grade students spent October 3, 2018, exploring our state capital!
Students had the opportunity to visit the Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Museum, Lincoln’s Tomb at Oak Ridge Cemetery, the Old State Capitol, and
the Lincoln Home National Historic Site.

From the Nurse’s Office:
Along with the colder months,
comes some unwanted bugs,
here are some tips on when not
to send your child to school:

Fever- 100.0 or higher they must stay at home until they are fever free
for 24 hours without any fever reducing medication

Diarrhea &/Vomiting- if 2 or more episodes in 24 hours, the
student should remain at home until resolved for 24 hours

Antibiotics- if prescribed by your doctor, the medication has to be
administered for 24 hours prior to returning to school.

Head Lice- a sign of lice are itching of the scalp or complaining of

tickling on the head. Nits/eggs are found close to the scalp and cannot
be easily removed. Finding a live louse on the scalp or in the hair is most
commonly found behind the ears and at the back of the head toward the
neckline. If your child has live head lice:
* KEEP THEM HOME until properly treated with a medicated
treatment, closely following the instructions. * Notify the school nurse.
* Encourage your child NOT to share coats, hats, gloves, hair brushes or
combs.
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LEXI SPRINKEL

NOVEMBER
NOV 16

REPORT CARDS

NOV 19

EARLY DISMISSAL 11:25/11:35
PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCE
1PM-8PM

NOV 20

NO SCHOOL
PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCE
8AM-12PM

NOV 21 – 23

NO SCHOOL –
THANKSGIVING BREAK

NOV 30

DWIGHT CHRISTMAS PARADE

DECEMBER
DEC 3

SENIOR CITIZEN LUNCHEON SC
LUNCH 12:15 - ENTERTAINMENT 1:00
K-4 MUSIC PROGRAM 6:30 SC

DEC 7

PSO CHRISTMAS DANCE
AND HOLIDAY SHOP

DEC 4

6/7/8TH BAND & CHORUS CONCERT
7:00 SC

DEC 14

PRE-K OPEN HOUSE NC
9:30-10:30 / 1:30-2:30

DEC 21

CHRISTMAS BREAK
EARLY DISMISSAL 1:45 NC/1:56 SC

DEC 24-JAN 4

NO SCHOOL CHRISTMAS BREAK

JANUARY
JAN 7

SCHOOL RESUMES

JAN 21

NO SCHOOL – M.L. KING’S BIRTHDAY

FEBRUARY
FEB 15

EARLY DISMISSAL 11:25/11:35

FEB 18

NO SCHOOL PRESIDENT’S DAY

FEB 22

END OF 2ND TRIMESTER
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