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FOREWORD

The A+ Student Handbook has been written to provide you with information
concerning the various aspects of the A+ Schools Program, as it was established by the
Outstanding Schools Act of 1993. This legislation requires that Walnut Grove High
School establish specific guidelines and policies in order to meet the stipulations of
the program. It is the responsibility of the A+ School Coordinator to administer the A+
Program in a fair and consistent manner.

The first step toward participation in the program is the signing of an A+ Schools
contract which requires the signatures of student, parent, principal and A+
Coordinator. It then becomes the responsibility of the student to continue to meet the
requirements of the program as outlined in this handbook in order to be certified as an
A+ student upon graduation.

It is realized that some students will not be able to meet the requirements as set forth
in the A+ Schools Program. It will be the responsibility of the A+ Schools Coordinator
to notify the student and parents immediately if it is determined that a student is not
eligible for A+ status. This manual is designed to present in a clear and consistent
manner the guidelines and policies to be followed by the A+ School Coordinator.

Please read the information carefully. It is provided for parents, students and
employees of the district so that a clear understanding of the requirements for
becoming an A+ Student is achieved.
Direct any questions concerning this program to the high school counselor at
417-788-2543 ext. 104

Emily Woody
ewoody@wgtigers.com
A+ Coordinator



THE A+ SCHOOLS PROGRAM
The A+ Schools Program is a comprehensive program of curricular, instructional, and
technological developments and improvements designed to better meet the needs of
all students, regardless of whether they plan to attend a traditional four-year college,
community college, a vocational or technical school, or plan to seek employment
immediately out of high school.

The program provides tutoring opportunities during the school day, after school, or
during summer school.  An A+ tutoring class is o�ered as an elective semester course
available to seniors. This course is designed to assist students in completing a
minimum of 50 hours of school based tutoring required for the A+ schools financial
assistance after graduation.

GOALS OF THE A+ SCHOOLS PROGRAM

As outlined by the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, the
three primary goals of the A+ Schools Program are:

● All students will graduate from high school.
● All students will complete a selection of high school studies that is   challenging

and for which there are identified and measurable learner expectations.
● All students will proceed from high school graduation to a traditional college or

postsecondary vocational or technical school, or high wage job with workplace
skill development opportunities.

This last goal, perhaps more than any other, exemplifies the basic purpose of the A+
Schools Program.
It is essential that every student graduate from high school with the skills and tools
required pursuing whatever educational and career goals the student and his or her
parents select. The A+ Schools Program will provide information to assist in making
those decisions, and will provide for the development of educational programs that
more fully meet the needs of all Walnut Grove High School students.



OBJECTIVE
The student will:

1. Evaluate the teaching as a profession
2. Act as a positive role model for younger students
3. Appreciate and Apply the concept of confidentiality
4. Understand the value of unique and di�erent individuals
5. Learn and appreciate the responsibilities of working with others
6. Attain a minimum of 50 tutoring required by the A+ School Program

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY
To be eligible for the financial incentives of the A+ Schools program, a student must
be certified as an A+ Student by Walnut Grove High School. The A+ Coordinator, as the
o�cial representative of the A+ Schools Program to the state educational department,
has the responsibility to certify whether a graduate of Walnut Grove High School has
met the criteria of the program.

To be certified as an A+ Student, an individual must do the following:

A Senior at Walnut Grove High School
2.5 grade point average
Maintain a 95% attendance record
Perform 50 hours of unpaid tutoring or mentoring for other students.
Maintain a record of good citizenship and avoidance of the unlawful use
of drugs and/or alcohol.
Receive permission from a teacher to tutor in his/her class
Be approved through the A+ coordinator prior to scheduling
Beginning with the class of 2015, students must achieve a ranking of
proficient or advanced on the Algebra I EOC  (due to Covid, this was
waved in 2020 for the time being)

A summary sheet of each student’s progress will be updated each quarter  and kept in
the A+ Coordinator’s o�ce.

Student’s right to appeal:
Every student has the right to appeal any decision that will a�ect their privilege to
complete the A+ program. The committee will be composed of the high school
principal, school counselor, and two high school core teachers chosen by the student.
The counselor will notify the student’s parents to inform them of the student’s
situation concerning eligibility.



FOR STUDENTS

Grading Criteria
Performance Grades: Grades will be earned throughout the semester from the
classroom teacher. Grades will be earned by reporting to your tutoring assignment
daily. The supervising teacher will complete an evaluation at the end of each quarter
and give it to the counselor to record on the student’s permanent record.

Students are responsible for logging their hours on the tutoring log. Cooperating
teachers are asked to initial the log daily or weekly. It is the students responsibility to
keep the log.

Tutoring Guidelines
Tutors must complete the orientation process prior to logging tutoring hours.
Orientations will be done with the school counselor and include understanding
the characteristics of an e�ective A+ tutor.  Tips will be shared on how to
communicate with children and also how to build positive working
relationships with the supervising teacher.
The A+ coordinator will assist in placing tutors throughout the district, put the
student is responsible for communicating with the cooperating teacher and
making sure they sign and receive the material needed.
Tutors must be on time and not leave early.
When a tutor is aware of an upcoming absence, the tutor must notify the high
school o�ce and supervising teacher.
Students should keep their OWN tutoring time log.
Tutors will complete tasks assigned by the supervising teacher completely and
respectfully.
Tutors must reflect a positive and supportive attitude toward younger students.
Tutors must keep information about the students being tutored confidential.
Tutors must comply with school rules according to the student handbook.
Tutors must dress appropriately and follow the school dress code.
Students are responsible for verifying that all paperwork regarding their
tutoring is turned into the A+ coordinator.
Students who fail to follow the A+ program guidelines may be removed from
the program and will not receive credit for the semester class.



A successful tutor should…
Be patient and understanding
Strive to make learning an enjoyable experience
Establish a positive and caring relationship with the students
Work with the supervising teacher in order to ensure success for both students
Demonstrate professionalism by being punctual, dependable, and dressing
appropriately
ENCOURAGE- Look for potential and positive in each student
Be a positive role model for younger students
Use good listening skills
Admit to error and ask for assistance if needed
Share information with your cooperating teacher about students you are
tutoring
Keep good records
Cooperate in the classroom- Follow the teachers wishes, stay o� your phone,
and take the initiative to help.



FOR SUPERVISING TEACHERS
Thank you for agreeing to assist with the A+ school tutoring program. We realize that
this added time commitment for you. This is a good program that will be mutually
beneficial for both the high school student who is serving as a tutor as well as the
students who are being tutored.

The student assigned to your classroom will come at the designated time each day.

Please report to the high school o�ce if the A+ student is absent.

Contact the A+ coordinator if a problem arises.

Activities that may NOT be
logged for hours

Activities that may be used for
hours

Making copies
Grading papers
Running errands (frequently)
Creating bulletin boards
Clerical activities
Creating bulletin boards
Supervising students without a teacher

Working with flash cards
Assisting with class projects
Assisting students with assignments
Helping students review material
Helping students with math, reading,
and/or phonics skills
Mentoring playground and lunchroom
activities
Helping with specials classes ( if actively
participating)


