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2021-2022 School Calendar 
*Dates and Times are subject to change.  Please refer to the monthly school newsletter for current 

information. 

August      17      Early Dismissal (NC 11:25/ SC 11:35) 

       18      First Full Day of School    

       18                                                                    Lunch Program Begin                  

       23                                                     Breakfast Program Begin   
  

September 6      Labor Day (No School) 

       TBD      School Pictures NC & SC       

 

October      1                                                                   Midterm  

                    7                                                                    Early Dismissal (NC 11:25/SC 11:35) 

                    8                                                                   County Institute (No School) 

        11      Columbus Day (No School) 

                   29                                                                    Early Dismissal-11:25 NC/11:35 SC 
    

November 12                                    End of 1st Trimester 

                    19                                                                  Report Cards Distributed 

                    22                                                                  Early Dismissal – P/T Conferences 

                    23                                                                  No School- P/T Conferences   

                    24-26     Thanksgiving (No School 

 

December 21                                                                   1 Hour Early Dismissal 

                   22-Jan 3                 No School – Christmas Break 

   

January       5      Teacher Institute 

          6      School Resumes 

        14      Midterm 

                   17                                                                   No School – MLK Birthday 

 

February   18      Early Dismissal (NC 11:25/SC 11:35) 

       21      Presidents Day (No School) 

                  25                                                                    End of 2nd Trimester 

 

 March        4                                                                    Report Cards Distribute 

                  25                                                                    1 Hour Early Dismissal 

       28 – April 1     No School - Spring Break   
 

 April         4      School Resumes 

       9                                                                      Early Dismissal (NC 11:25/SC 11:35) 

      14                                                                 Midterm 

                 15 – 18                                                             No School 
                  

May         13                 Early Dismissal (NC 11:25/SC 11:35) 

                 25                                                                    Early Dismissal (NC 11:25/SC 11:35) 
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Mission Statement 

Seneca Grade School is dedicated to exceeding expectations by 

meeting the needs of all students and providing a safe and positive 

learning environment with quality staff and resources. 
 

 

District Goals 

 To foster a positive learning environment. 

 

 To nurture a desire for reading throughout the learning community. 

 

 To utilize quality resources and services. 

 

 To provide a well maintained physical plant. 

 

 To increase positive parental involvement. 

 

 To sustain and support a caring, proactive, quality staff. 

 

 To strengthen a well-articulated and flexible curriculum. 
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Foreword 

Seneca Community Consolidated Grade School District #170 provides the 

following Student-Parent Handbook to acquaint both students and parents of 

opportunities available at the grade school.  New activities and policies change 

from time to time, and it is hoped that this publication will help keep students 

informed.  This handbook is not a contract.  It is a publication of current practices 

and procedures which relate to the faculty, students, or the parents.  In the 

enforcement of the handbook, the district will take into consideration extenuating 

circumstances.  The board and staff of Seneca Grade School encourage you to 

take a few minutes to review the information contained in the Student-Parent 

Handbook with your child.   

 

Superintendent’s Message 

  At Seneca Grade School, we are committed to the continuous 

improvement of our entire educational program. Therefore, not only is our 

academic program exemplary, but our students have multiple opportunities to 

become involved in excellent extra and co-curricular activities. In order for our 

students to enjoy the total school experience, I encourage them to become 

involved in all aspects of their school. 

  The 2020-2021 school year brought about many challenges for students, 

staff and parents.  We were able to provide in-person instruction throughout the 

entire year and we are looking forward to a more “normal” school year for the 

2021-2022 school year.  With that said, we will continue to follow the guidelines 

and direction of the Illinois State Board of Education, Illinois Department of Public 

Health and local health department.  As COVID/Pandemic changes and updates 

that effect our school day become available, we will pass that information on to 

students and parents through our SGS webpage, edulink text and phone 

messages and letters home.   

 

Sincerely, 

Eric Misener 
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ATTENDANCE 

Attendance & Absence 

School Hours 

 

PreK-4th grade 

 

(North Campus) 

 

8:15-3:00 
 

5th-8th grade 

 

(South Campus) 

 

8:10-3:00 

 

 

 

 

 

Students may not arrive at the North Campus before 7:45.  Please arrange schedules accordingly. 

Students at the South Campus not involved in a program directly sponsored by an adult should not be in the building before 

7:30.  Students are not allowed to loiter outside of the building before or after school.  Students should leave the building after 

school if not supervised by an adult. 

Philosophy 

Seneca Grade School's educational program is built on the premise that regular attendance is vital to a student's success in 

school.  Seeing that a student maintains regular attendance requires a cooperative effort by the student, parent(s) or guardian(s) 

and school personnel.  The student who is frequently absent misses social interaction, class instruction and discussion, even 

though written work is made up. 

Expectations 

This district expects parents or guardians to make reasonable efforts to ensure the regular attendance of their children, 

consistent with Section 26-1 of the Illinois School Code, and to inform the school of any absences and their causes.  Seneca 

Grade School monitors each student's attendance and informs parents or guardians of any attendance problems. 

Excessive Absenteeism 

This district considers absenteeism excessive when it significantly interferes with a student's learning, as reflected in academic 

performance or social development.  Any absence for illness that lasts more than three days will require a note from a doctor to 

be an excused absence. Excessive absenteeism includes excessive tardiness.  In keeping with recommendations and 

guidelines made by the LaSalle County Regional Office of Education and the State of Illinois, the district will adhere to the 

following procedures. 

Truancy Policy Procedures 

A report will be run once each month listing any students who have been absent or tardy, and the following steps will be taken 

when evaluating the attendance data. 

Step 1: When a child reaches 5 absences or tardies for any reason whether excused or unexcused, a first letter is sent 

to parents explaining the importance of regular school attendance and the steps of our attendance policy. 
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Step 2: If students reach 10 absences or tardies for any reason whether excused or unexcused, a third letter will be 

sent to parents stating that all absences moving forward would need a doctor’s note. 

Step 3: If a student reaches 15 absences or tardies for any reason whether excused or unexcused, a truancy 

caseworker may be called to make an informal contact with the parent. All absences moving forward would continue 

to need a doctor’s note to be excused. 

*Excused Absences are absences #1 through #10 that have been called in by a parent or guardian and any absence that is 

accompanied by a doctor’s note. 

*Absences will be considered unexcused when no contact is made between the school and home the day of an absence or any 

absence after the tenth absence that is not accompanied by a doctor’s note. 

Chronic Truancy 

The district considers a student to be a chronic truant who is absent without valid cause for 5% or more of the previous 180 

regular attendance days, per Section 26-2a of the Illinois School Code. 

Valid Causes of Absenteeism 

This district, in keeping with Section 26-2a of the Illinois School Code, considers the following circumstances to be valid causes 
for a student's absence: 
            ·illness 

·observance of a religious holiday 
·death in the immediate family 
·family emergency 
·circumstances which cause reasonable concern to the parents or guardian for the safety or health of the  

             student 
·other situations approved by the school principal 
 

Vacations 

 

This district discourages parents or guardians from taking vacations during periods when school is in session and 

during IAR Testing.  Such vacations disrupt the continuity of a student's learning and create educational problems.  Teachers 

should be contacted at least one week prior to the vacation to discuss any homework.  The school will offer no guarantee that 

all written assignments covering vacation periods will be available. All assigned work must be done when the student returns. 

The student is responsible for inquiring about any other work due on the day of return.  Vacations are considered an unexcused 

absence. 

Absences - Dismissals During the School Day 

Students who have doctor appointments during the school day must bring a note from home to the office at the start of the 

school day.  Students leaving the building during the school day are required to stop in the office to sign out. Upon 

return, students should sign in at the office.  A reasonable amount of time between appointment conclusion and return to 

school is expected. 

If a student becomes ill during the school day, the school will try to contact the parents either at home or at work.  If we are 

unable to reach the parents, the emergency name authorized by the parent or guardian will be contacted. 

Please make sure that your emergency information is kept updated at all times. 
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Absences-Reporting of Full Day Absences 

Parents are required to notify the school office by 9:00 A.M. on the day their child will be absent from school.  To report an 

absence (1) Dial 357-8744, (2) Press 1 for automated attendant, (3) Record child's name, teacher, and reason for absence.  For 

those parents without phones, we require a written note the day your child returns after an absence. Parents should make 

arrangements to pick up homework when their child misses school.  At the South Campus there is homework sheets for each 

grade (5 through 8) posted online; however, it is the parent's responsibility to retrieve any books from their child's locker that 

they might need to complete their homework assignments.  Failure to complete make-up homework in a timely fashion may 

affect student's grades.  Students will be allowed one school day per day of absence to make up work missed due to illness or 

other medical reason.  The timeline for the make-up of tests and major projects is at the discretion of the teacher.   

Perfect attendance is awarded to any student who does not miss any school time for any reason other than participation in a 

school- sponsored activity.  

 

EMERGENCY CLOSING INFORMATION 

Bad Weather Announcements 

Please do not call the school.  During the winter, if there is any question about whether school will be open, parents are asked 

to listen to radio stations WCMY-Ottawa (AM-1430, FM-95.3) or WCSJ-Morris (AM-1550, FM-103.1).  The following Chicago 

stations will also list school closings:  WIND-56, WMAQ-670, WGN-720, WBBM-78, WMMB-FM-B96, US-99FM, WCLR-102FM, 

WFYR-103.5-FM, G106-FM, and WGN 9, and WFLD 32 TV.    

-Parents will be notified by the Edulink communication system and “SGS Live Feed” 

“Two Hour Late Start Schedule” Doors will open at 8:30, Breakfast will be available at 9:30 and classes will begin at 10:10. 

-Check sgs170.org website and link www.emergencyclosings.com. 

Nuclear Evacuation, Asbestos Management, and Pesticide Usage 

In case of an emergency, the following plan is to be implemented to evacuate children from school in Seneca to a relocation 

center identified by the Regional Superintendent at the time of the emergency.  Depending on conditions, the primary relocation 

point will most likely be Illinois Valley Community College near Oglesby, Illinois.  The route to be taken will be determined by 

law enforcement officials and depends on conditions. The actual relocation point will be announced on local radio stations and 

through the phone notification communication system.  All children and faculty will be evacuated by bus.  Under no 

circumstances will children be released to parents or guardians.  Listen to the local radio station for precise details. 

In order to comply with the federal law, the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA), our school has been inspected 

for all forms of asbestos-containing building materials.  A management plan has been prepared and is available for public review 

by contacting either principal.  By complying with both the letter and the spirit of AHERA, the school feels that it is taking 

appropriate steps to protect all occupants of the building... students, staff and visitors. 

Pesticides are periodically used in schools and on school grounds.  Parents should inform the school if they would like notification 

when pesticides are used. 

 

http://www.emergencyclosings.com/


 

4 

 

HEALTH POLICY 

Physical and Dental Examinations 

The state law requires the following for every student in preschool, kindergarten, 2nd, and 6th grade. 

Preschool – is required to have a physical exam with current immunization record along with a lead screening before school 

begins. 

Kindergarten – must have a dental exam, vision exam (by a licensed optometrist or ophthalmologist), and physical exam with 

current immunization record. 

2nd grader – must have a dental exam. 

6th grader – must have a dental exam, and physical exam with current immunization records. 

(The immunization requirement must also be met.  Students not meeting these requirements will be granted one week (5 days) 

to schedule an appointment or have the necessary examination and/or immunizations.  After five days, a student will be 

suspended due to lack of compliance.  Children age 6 and under entering school must comply with a lead screening/testing 

requirements before beginning school.) 

Students participating in interscholastic sports/athletics are required to have a new physical each year.  Group physicals will be 

set up by the athletic director for those students intending to participate in any interscholastic sport for the year.  Physical 

examinations must be completed before a student can participate. 

 

Medications During School Hours 

Parent(s) or guardian(s) have the primary responsibility for administering medication to their children.  Administering 

medication during school hours or during school-related activities is discouraged unless it is necessary for the critical 

health and well-being of the student.  A student may possess an epinephrine auto-injector (EpiPen) and/or medication 

prescribed for asthma for immediate use at the student’s discretion, provided the student’s parent/guardian and prescribing 

physician has completed and signed a “School Medication Authorization Form”. 

Medication, as used in this policy and in the following procedures, refers to both prescription and non-prescription drugs  (Non-

prescription drugs such as, but not limited to cough drops, eye wash, throat spray, calamine lotion. etc).  The complete 

Medication Policy and Procedures are available from the school office upon request.  Following is a summary of the procedures, 

approved by Seneca Grade School Board of Education on January 17, 2007, which are to be adhered to when requesting 

medication be administered during school hours or during school related activities. 

1. All medications dispensed in the schools shall be prescribed by an Illinois licensed prescriber. 

  a. No school personnel shall administer to any student, nor shall any student possess or consume any prescription 

or non-prescription medication (Non-prescription drugs such as, but not limited to cough drops, eye wash, throat 

spray, calamine lotion. etc) until a completed School Medication Authorization Form signed by the prescribing 

doctor and parent is filed with the school nurse. 

b. Medication must be brought to the school in the original package or appropriately labeled container. 

c. Medications will be stored in a locked cabinet or should they require refrigeration, a locked refrigerator. 

2. A student may self-administer medication with parental consent and with the completed, (physician signed), School 

Medication Authorization Form on file at the school.  The medication shall be stored for the student unless authorized by the 

nurse or school official. 

3. A parent must notify the school nurse if his/her child will not need their prescribed medication on a class field trip or outdoor 

education experience where the student will be away from the school at the time of administering the medication. 
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General Health 

Fever – Students with fever > 100 degrees are required to remain at home and not attend school for at least 24 hours after their 
fever is gone (without fever-reducing medicine). A fever is defined as having a temperature of 100 degree Fahrenheit 
or greater. 
  
Diarrhea &/or Vomiting – If 2 or more episodes occur in 24 hours, the student is required to  remain at home until resolved. 
 
Antibiotics – If antibiotics are prescribed for a contagious illness, student must have the antibiotic in their system for  

24 hours prior to returning to school 

Staples &/or Stitches - If a student has staples &/or stitches, they are withheld from recess and PE until removed 
and physician documentation allowing student to return to activity. 
 
Physical Education - A parent can excuse their child from physical education class for up to and including 3 days if  

the student needs to be excused for more than 3 days, a doctor’s excuse is needed.      

 

Food Allergies 

In accordance with P.A. 96-0349, Seneca Grade School has established an action plan to accommodate students 
with severe allergies or life-threatening chronic illnesses.  Upon notification, Seneca Grade School will complete a  
food allergy history form and implement an emergency action treatment plan. 

 

Vison and Hearing Screening 

A student’s vision will be screened as per the rules and regulations of the Department of Public Health who receives its 
authority from Illinois Public Act 77-657. 

 

A student’s hearing will be screened as per the rules and regulations of the Department of public Health who receives its 
authority from the “Child Hearing Test Act”. 

 

Additional hearing and vision screening may be done at a parent’s request, a teacher’s request, or a student’s request. 

 

 

Head Lice Screening 

Students will be screened for head lice when school authorities have reason to believe it is necessary for the health and safety 
of the children. 
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INFORMATION & PROCEDURES 
Accidents 

Each accident in the school building, on the school grounds, at practice sessions, or at any event sponsored by the school must 

be reported immediately to the person in charge and to the school office. 

Agenda Books 

All students 3rd-8th will receive an agenda book at the start of the year.  Students are required to carry it with them to all classes 

and record all daily and long-term assignments in it.  Teachers will use it to communicate information such as grades, discipline 

notes, or notes on the quality and completeness of homework. Parents are strongly urged to have their child bring their agenda 

book home each night and check it with them.  Students are not to pull pages out of their agenda book or deface them in any 

way.  Students who have to replace their agenda book for any reason will be charged the cost of a new book. 

Birthday & Party Invitations 

Grades PK- 4 birthday children may bring approved treats for their class if they wish. 

Gift Delivery- Gifts for students such as flowers, balloon bouquets and stuffed animals are not to be sent to school. 

Students may pass out party invitations at school only if all of the students in the class or all of the boys or all of the girls are 

going to be included. 

Christmas Gift Exchange 

Voluntary Christmas gift exchanges in classrooms are limited to the following amounts: 

Kindergarten thru 4th grade ... $5.00      

Classrooms must not exceed these amounts. 

Christmas gifts from students to teachers are discouraged.  Letters or notes of appreciation are suggested if gratitude would like 

to be extended.  

Closed Campus 

Once a student has arrived at school, he/she may not leave the school grounds without authorization until the end of the last 

activity in which he/she is involved. 

Field Trips 

Various field trips are taken throughout the school year.  Teachers will send information home concerning the trips along with a 

permission slip which must be signed and returned to school before a student may participate in the field trip.  Parents are asked 

to chaperone on the trips when additional chaperones are required.  Parents should contact the school nurse if their child 

requires medication during any educational trip. Safety rules are strictly enforced on field trips, and students who do not obey 

the rules may not be allowed to participate in future trips. Cell phones are not to be used during field trips. Since a field trip is 

counted as a school day, no child should be kept at home because a field trip has been scheduled. 

Field trips are academic in nature and an extension of the school’s curriculum.  Students may, however, be excluded from 

attending for disciplinary or academic reasons.  Students who do not go on a field trip for any reason will be provided with an 

alternative assignment to be done at school.     
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Gym Shoes & Uniform 

All students will need a clean pair of gym shoes for use in their physical education class.  Students are not allowed to wear any 

part of their PE uniform during the school day unless the principal has told them to because of a dress code violation.  New 

shoes are not required for gym class.  Do not purchase shoes with black soles unless they are identified by the manufacturer 

as not leaving marks.  For safety reasons, please do not send shoes with zippers, platform shoes, or slip-on shoes of any type.  

Students in grade 7 and 8 will need gym uniforms. These uniforms are purchased by the students in their physical education 

class.  Spandex shorts are permitted to be worn under the student's uniform in the physical education class.  All jewelry needs 

to be removed during gym class. 

 

Lock & Lockers 

A student locker is assigned for student convenience for storage of outer garments and school materials.  The lockers are the 

property of the school and NOT the student's private property.  They may be opened and searched by school authorities at any 

time.  This statement is "prior notice" of locker searches.  Any unauthorized items found in a locker may be removed. 

Students in 3rd and 4th grade use lockers for gym shoes and outer wear storage only -- NO LOCKS ARE TO BE USED.  No 

decorations in those lockers are allowed. 

Students who damage lockers will be held accountable.  Students must not tell their combinations to anyone.  If a student 

has difficulty with a lock, he/she should report it to the adult assigned to his/her locker area.  THE SCHOOL IS NOT 

RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY GOODS LOST OR STOLEN AT SCHOOL.  VALUABLES WILL BE KEPT IN THE SCHOOL OFFICE 

DURING THE DAY. 

Literature, signs, and pictures which are not considered to be in good taste will be removed at the request of a staff member.  

No items are to be glued or taped to lockers.  Only magnets or clips may be used to hold pictures, posters, etc.  Open drinks 

are not allowed in student lockers at any time.  See the chart on page 17 for consequences of vandalism and insubordination. 

7th and 8th grade students will be issued a lock for their gym locker.  These locks are issued to protect the individual's gym 

clothes and personal possessions.  The responsibility and cost of a replacement lock rest with the student and will be collected 

by the school.  

 

Phones/Cell Phones 

Phones will be available for emergencies only.  They will not be available for students to make after school plans.  A student 
must have a pass from a staff member to use a phone. No cell phones are permitted in classrooms. All cell phones must be 
turned off and placed in the locker storage area in the student’s backpack.  Smart watches are not allowed to be worn during 
the school day and must be kept in locker storage. 
 
 

Sex Offender Registration 

Please be aware of the Public Act 94-004: Sex Offender Registration. This legislation requires that principals and or teachers 

of public or private elementary or secondary schools to notify parents that information about sex offenders is available to the 

public. 
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You may find the Illinois Sex Offender Registry on the Illinois State Police’s website at: www.isp.state.il.us/sor. 

You may find the Illinois Statewide Child Murderer and Violent Offender Against Youth Registry on the Illinois State Police’s 

website at: http://www.isp.state.il.us/cmvo 

 

Sex Equity Policy Statement 

No student shall, on the basis of his or her sex, be denied equal access to programs, activities, services or benefits, or be limited 

in the exercise of any right, privilege, advantage or opportunity.  The coordinator for non-discrimination for the school district is 

the principal. 

Students and parents/guardians shall be notified annually of the district's sex equity policy, of their right to initiate a discrimination 

grievance and of the coordinator to whom such grievances shall be directed. 

Within seven calendar days of inquiry by a student, parent/guardian, or community resident, the coordinator shall send a copy 

of the district's written grievance procedure to the person making the inquiry.  Upon receipt of a written grievance, the coordinator 

shall render a written decision including the steps to be taken for further appeal of that decision. 

The coordinator's written decision may be appealed within fifteen calendar days to the school board by submitting a written 

request for a hearing before the board, addressed to the office of the superintendent. 

The decision of the school board may be further appealed to the Regional Superintendent of Schools pursuant to Section 3-10 

of  the School Code of Illinois and, thereafter, to the State Superintendent of Education pursuant to Section 2-3.8 of the School 

Code of Illinois, as provided in Section 200.90(b) of the Sex Equity Rules.  Appeal outside the district shall be made in a timely 

fashion, as per IESA guidelines. 

 

Sexual Harassment 

Sexual harassment of students by district employees or by fellow students will not be condoned or tolerated.  Allegations of 

sexual harassment shall be handled by the complaint manager, either the principal or school social worker. 

The student complaint process is: 

 1. Every student shall have access to a complaint manager of the same sex during the school day.  The student may 

schedule an appointment with a complaint manager. 

 2. The meeting and subsequent conversation between the student and the complaint manager shall be deemed 

confidential.  The student shall be advised that the complaint manager will report their conversation to the 

superintendent only. 

 3. Within 24 hours following the student's announcement of a complaint to the complaint manager, the complaint manager 

shall notify the superintendent and the student's parent(s)/guardian(s).  The parent(s)/guardian(s) shall be given notice 

of their right to attend an interview with their child in a non-intimidating environment in order to elicit truthful, full 

disclosure of the student's allegations.  The meeting shall be scheduled within 5 school days from the first meeting 

between the complaint manager and the student.  If the parent(s))/guardian(s) are unable or decline to attend the 

interview, the complaint manager and the student shall agree mutually on an adult who will attend the interview and 

serve as the student's advocate. 

 4. Following the interview session, the student will be asked to sign a written statement.  A copy of the statement will be 

kept in the complaint manager's file, and a copy will be given to the superintendent. 

http://www.isp.state.il.us/sor
http://www.isp.state.il.us/cmvo
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 5. The complaint manager will make every effort to impress the student and the student's parent(s)/guardian(s) or the 

student's advocate of the confidential nature of the complaint process. 

 6. The complaint manager will keep the student's parent(s)/guardian(s) informed of the progress of the investigation. 

 7. If, in the complaint manager's judgment, counseling for the student and the student's parent(s)/guardian(s) is 

appropriate, the complaint manager will make necessary arrangements. 

 

Student Records 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 

FERPA provides that parents and legal guardians have the right to inspect and review education records, and to request an 

amendment of education records.  The procedure for inspecting and reviewing education records is as follows:  

1. Parent/Legal Guardian must set up an appointment with building principal to review and discuss educational records. 
2. Parent/Legal Guardian must present a formal, written request to the building principal to amend any records.  

Amendments are subject to district approval. 
3. Records may not be taken from the school, but may be copied at parent/legal guardian’s expense at 10 cents per 

page. 
4. When a student transfers, these records are sent directly to the new school upon receipt of a release from that 

school.  Permanent records are kept for 60 years.  Temporary records are purged annually. 
5. Parents may file a complaint with the Family Policy Compliance Office (FPCO) if so desired. 

 

Textbook and Fee Waiver 

Any parent unable to pay fees is directed to make a formal request to the principal for a waiver.  Decisions will be based on free 

and reduced lunch applications and/or financial difficulty.  If a request is denied, the decision may be appealed to the school 

superintendent. 

 

Textbook Damage 

Fines will be assessed accordingly:   

Page damage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  not to exceed $5 

Cover damage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .not to exceed $10 

Binding damage . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  not to exceed $10 

New textbooks with severe damage will result in full replacement cost.  Lost textbooks will result in full price replacement cost. 

School material (textbooks, classroom books, library books, other school equipment) and fees owed to the school (lunch, 

textbook, lost books) must be paid by the last day of student attendance in order for the student to receive a report card on that 

day.  Computer / ipad or other technology device damage will be determined by the technology department and District 

Administration.   
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Visitors 

All visitors and parents entering the school must sign in at the office and sign out when leaving the building.  Parents 

are always welcome but are encouraged to make an appointment to see their child's teacher to discuss his/her progress. Any 

parents picking up their child from school are required to remain outside the door their child uses to exit the building.  If parents 

need to enter the building, they must report directly to either the PreK-4 office or the 5-8 office, sign in and present a 

drivers license or state issued identification.  The identification will be processed through the RAPTOR system. Visitors 

will be issued a photo badge and visitor lanyard that must be displayed while in the building.  

Informal visits from former students, relatives, children, friends, etc. during the school day are not permitted.  

 

Animals on School Property 

In order to assure student health and safety, animals are not allowed on school property, except in the case of a service 

animal accompanying a student or other individual with a documented disability. This rule may be temporarily waived by the 

building principals in the case of an educational opportunity for students, provided that (a) the animal is appropriately housed, 

humanely cared for, and properly handled, and (b) students will not be exposed to a dangerous animal or an unhealthy 

environment. 

 

LUNCH/BREAKFAST PROGRAMS 

 

Lunch/Breakfast 

A breakfast/lunch program is available for all students. Students must purchase a hot lunch or bring a lunch from home. Pop, 

caffeinated/high energy drinks are not allowed in the cafeteria during lunch. All food is to be eaten in the cafeteria. No students 

will be allowed to go home for lunch unless they are escorted by a parent. 

 

If a student is not going to eat lunch, he or she must have a written note from a parent or guardian verifying that the child does 

not have to eat lunch. All students must go to the cafeteria and remain there until being dismissed. 

Seneca Grade School complies with federal requirements regarding free and reduced lunch programs. Forms are provided at 

the time of registration. To be considered eligible, please submit the completed forms to the Superintendent’s Office.  

Applications must be re-submitted at the beginning of the school year. Periodic checks for eligibility will occur during the school 

year and parents will be notified if any questions regarding eligibility arise. 

 

Parents are requested to send at least $40.00 at the beginning of the school year. This money will be entered into each student’s 

lunch account. Money may be sent in to the school or you may access the MySchoolBucks.com on-line payment option available 

on the school website at www.sgs170.org:   

                                           North Campus – Hot Lunch - $2.70 

                                                                         Breakfast - $1.50 

                                           South Campus – Hot Lunch - $2.70 

                                                                         Breakfast - $1.50 

http://www.sgs170.org/


 

11 

 

 

This is a prepay system and lunch accounts are to be kept up-to-date. The district is responsible to make meal service available 

to all students. The district does reserve the right to refuse credit for school meals. Meals will be denied after an account is in 

debt. 

When sending lunch money for your child/children, please use the yellow envelopes provided by the school and fill out the 

appropriate information. If you use an envelope from home, don’t forget to write the student or student’s name, their ID numbers, 

grade, and how much money to put in each student’s account. Please do not send money without an envelope. Also, if you have 

children at both North Campus and South Campus you can use one envelope and write one check. 

Students may bring a sack lunch from home or purchase a hot lunch. At the North Campus, besides a hot lunch, the students 

may also purchase an extra milk, juice or water. At the South Campus, there are a variety of ala carte items that can be 

purchased. When purchased, the cost of these items will be deducted from the students lunch account. 

Please take a moment to discuss with your child/children their meal choices.  If you do not want your child/children to purchase 

any of these extra items or you would like to limit their purchases, please discuss this with them. 

Parents and grandparents are invited to eat lunch with their child/children once during the school year. Please call for 

reservations before 9:00 am. Students may have a maximum of two visitors per school year for lunch. 

 

ACADEMICS 

Grade Scale 

The grade scale used by the 1st-8th grade teachers will be as follows: 

  100-98   A+ 

  97-93   A 

  92-90   A- 

  89-87   B+ 

  86-83   B 

  82-80   B- 

  79-77   C+ 

  76-73   C 

  72-70   C- 

  69-67   D+ 

  66-63   D 

  62-60   D- 

  59    F 
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Honor Roll & Improvement List 

Students in 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grades will be eligible for placement on the honor roll.   

Two honor rolls are named.  HIGH HONOR ROLL is for those students with at least an A- average and no C's for any class and 

HONOR ROLL are for those students with a B average.  These are determined on an established point system.  Students who 

receive a D in any class will be eliminated from either honor roll. 

 

Report Cards 

Kg – 8th Grade Student report cards are sent home three times per year. 

These reports help inform parents of their child's progress.  Any questions should be directed to your child's teacher by calling 

the office and setting up a parent conference. 

Third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth-grade parents receive midterm grade reports at the midpoint of each grading period. 
Midterm grades will be available electronically on the TeacherEase system.  Hard copies can be made available upon request. 
 

Students receiving an "I" (incomplete) on their report card have two weeks after the report is sent home to complete their work.  

After two weeks, grades will be placed on the card for work completed in the grading period.  An incomplete is only given when 

a student has been absent from school. 

 

5-8 – SOUTH CAMPUS 

 

Mandatory Summer School / Retention 

Mandatory summer school will be determined by an evaluation of a student’s trimester grades in the four core subject areas.  

The four core subjects include ELA, math, social studies, and science.  Grades will be evaluated on a cumulative basis 

encompassing all three trimesters.  The following point system will be utilized to determine cumulative passing and failing grades.  

Students will be awarded designated points for their letter grades each trimester.   

Trimester Point Designations for Letter Grades 

 F= 0  
 D= 1  
 C= 1.5  
 B= 2  
 A= 2.5  

 

Students must accumulate at least 3 points for each core subject across all three trimesters in order to pass the course 

for the year.  If a student does not accumulate 3 points in a given course, they will fail the course for the year.  Students must 

pass all four core subjects for the year.  Failure to do so will result in mandatory attendance in our summer school program.  

Parents of students who qualify for mandatory summer school will be notified of their student’s status at the completion of the 
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3rd trimester.  Failure to attend mandatory summer school may result in retention.  Additionally, the administration may also 

consider a student’s attendance record when determining whether to otherwise require mandatory summer school or retention. 

Parents of student who qualify for mandatory summer school under this provision will be notified at the completion of the 3rd 

trimester. 

Parent Notification:  

 Parents of students in jeopardy of failing one or more core subjects will be notified at the completion of the 1st  and 2nd  

        and 3rd trimesters of their child’s situation. 

 Parents of students who qualify for mandatory summer school will be notified at the completion of the 3rd trimester of 

dates and times for summer school. 

 

Academic Expectations 

Students are expected to complete class work and homework in a timely fashion.  The work will be age appropriate and at the 

teacher's discretion.  The school will provide a positive learning environment to aid in the academic success of each student. 

Grades can be checked online at www.sgs170.org using the TeacherEase. 

Meaningful homework assignments may include the practice of new skills, reports, content reading, and projects.  Homework is 

meaningful when: 

1. It provides needed practice in newly developed skills. 

2. It helps train a youngster to work independently. 

3. It reinforces what has been learned in the classroom. 

4. It enriches and extends school experiences. 

5.  The child does his/her own work.  Students are expected to use, submit, or obtain their own answers and 
information honestly and in accordance with teacher direction.  Students who use, submit, or obtain 
answers and information dishonestly or by means other than those authorized by the teacher may be 
subject to a disciplinary referral. 

Parents hinder a child when they: 

1. Do homework for him/her. 

2. Disagree with or criticize a teacher. 

3. Don’t follow through/support their child in homework completion.   

Parents are encouraged to contact school personnel when questions or problems arise with their child's education.  The normal 

procedure for parents to follow when they have concerns or comments is:  

1. Contact your child's teacher (Teachers are available before school and after school until 3:30 P.M.).   

2. Contact the principal's office.  

3. Parents may also contact the school social worker or school psychologist to discuss their child's education.  
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Parent involvement is a key element of the educational process.  The faculty and staff of Seneca Grade School look forward to 

working with parents. 

 

Consequences for Noncompliance of Academic Expectations 

Students who have not completed class work or homework may be asked by the teacher to complete work during recess, lunch, 
or Academic Student Assistance Program (ASAP).   Parents will be notified of chronic problems in this area. Student failing a 
class will be place on the ASAP list.  

 

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 

Academic Student Assistance Program 

Students with one or more failing grades are encouraged to attend our ASAP program.  This program is designed to assist 

students who are having academic difficulties.  Staff members are available to assist students every Monday through 

Thursday from 3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Students are to report to a teacher’s classroom in their grade level and may ask for 

assistance as needed.  All members of our teaching staff participate in the program with the exception of those with coaching 

obligations.   

 Students who are placed on the ASAP list for one or more failing grades in one of the five core subject areas are not 

eligible to attend any extra-curricular functions for one full week, or until the next ASAP list is developed and students 

are notified.   Those extra-curricular functions include the following:  athletic events as a spectator, fan buses, 

assemblies, field trips, concerts, dances, or any activities sponsored by Voices.  

Request from Outside Agencies/Evaluations 

At times doctors or therapists will seek the student’s teachers’ opinions and request that a rating scale or questionnaire be 

completed. Requests must be directed to school psychologist or school social worker, as well as Consent to Release 

Information form completed and signed by parent. This gives the school permission to complete forms and forward, either via 

mail or fax, to doctor. Parents will be notified when forms have been completed and forwarded. All rating scales will be 

shredded following receipt notification from the outside agency/doctor. 

It is then encouraged that all results from the outside evaluation be shared with the school following the evaluation to ensure 

the student’s educational needs are being best met. 

Response to Intervention 

Changes in federal and state laws have directed schools to focus on helping all children learn by addressing problems earlier 

within the general education setting. These new laws emphasize the importance of providing high quality, scientifically-based 

instruction and interventions and hold schools accountable for the adequate yearly progress of all students. This new process 

of providing interventions to students who are at risk for academic or behavioral problems is called Response To Intervention 

(RTI). An RTI problem solving approach may be used as well to help assess and determine a student’s intervention plan.  
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STAR 

A parent’s input into his/her child’s education is very important. Therefore, Seneca Grade School will be utilizing a program 

called STAR (Students, Teachers, and Resources) which will serve as a process to help teachers, parents and support staff 

work together to help students succeed.  Seneca Grade School will use a problem-solving approach to identify interventions 

that will help the students, teachers, and parents address the needs of students. 

An intervention is a strategy or course of action designed to make a positive difference in the area a student needs support. 

A problem solving process begins when a member of the school staff or a parent has a concern about academic progress, or 

behavior.  A request is made for a meeting where questions are asked and interventions and expectations are discussed 

between parents and staff members. An action is agreed upon by the group and follow-up meetings are scheduled if necessary.  

The STAR meetings will be made up of a multi-disciplinary group of support staff and teachers.  The purpose is to come together 

as a unified group working together towards the same goal, which is the child’s progress and well-being. 

 

Special Education Services 

Special Education programs and services are currently available either through District 170 or through the LaSalle County 

Education Alliance for Special Education (L.E.A.S.E.). 

The special education department is following the new state school code in hopes of improving the planning of your child’s 

special education programming. This additional step of the process includes Seneca Grade School sending a draft IEP to you 

making sure you have current information prior to a meeting.  

Prior to the scheduled IEP meeting, either the school psychologist secretary or speech/language pathologist will be sending 

IEP information in the form of a draft IEP. The draft will be sent via email to the parent email address on file. If an email is not 

available, the draft will be sent with your child in their take-home folder. As an important member of the IEP team, this will give 

you the opportunity to look over the information we will be going over at the scheduled meeting. 

The draft will include your child’s present levels, possible goals, possible accommodations & modifications, and transition 

planning information for students over the age of 14. 

At the IEP meeting, we will review and consider all of this information, make improvements, plus make decisions regarding 

services, time within special education programming, and placement. 

Also, we wanted to remind parents that if your child receives related services (e.g., speech/language therapy, social work, 

occupational therapy, physical therapy) provider service logs can be provided upon request. 
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Medicaid Data Release 

If your child receives special education services and is also Medicaid eligible, the school district can seek partial 

reimbursement for Medicaid for health services documented in your child’s Individualized Education Program (IEP).  Medicaid 

reimbursement is a source of federal funds approved by Congress to help school districts maintain and improve diagnostic 

and therapeutic services for students. 

The reimbursement process requires the school district to provide Medicaid with your child’s name, birthdate and Medicaid 

number. Federal law requires annual notification of our intent to pursue this reimbursement opportunity. 

If you approve of the release of information to Medicaid, do nothing. 

If you object to the release of information to Medicaid, now or at any time in the future, please state your objection in writing 
and forward it to: 
                                                         School Psychologist 
      174 Oak St 
      Seneca, IL 61360 
 
Regardless of your decision, the district must continue to provide, at no cost to you, the services listed in your child’s IEP. 

This program has no impact on current or future Medicaid benefits for you, the student or your family. Under federal law, your 

decision to participate in this program CANNOT: 

 Decrease lifetime coverage or any other public insurance benefit, 

 Result in the family paying for services that would otherwise be covered by Medicaid, 

 Increase your premiums or lead to discontinuation of benefits or insurance, or 

 Result in the loss of eligibility for home and community-based waivers. 

Your continued consent allows the district to recover a portion of the costs associated with providing health services to your 

child. 

 

504 

It is the policy of District 170 that no otherwise qualified person shall, solely by reason of his handicap, be excluded from 

participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity sponsored by the 

school.  

In accordance with the district’s policy and 504 procedures, a handicapped person, means a person who has, or had, or is 

regarded as having, a physical or mental impairment which substantially limits one or more of that person’s major life activities. 

A copy of the district policy on nondiscrimination in employment and educational practices is available in the district office and 

available upon request. 

The district will evaluate, identify, and provide a free appropriate public education to all students who are found eligible as having 

a handicapping condition under Section 504. Parents of such students are entitled to procedural safeguards, including individual 

notice and an impartial hearing. 

The district will provide reasonable accommodation to each employee and qualified employment applicant covered by Section 

504 unless it would impose an undue hardship on the operation of the program. 
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Title I Program 

The elementary and Secondary Education Act Title I program is funded by the federal government through the State of Illinois. 

This program is designed to provide financial aid to school districts with low-income families. The focus of the program is 

determined annually by the district’s assessment of academic needs of the students. 

The program is offered in reading and mathematics. Both pull in and inclusionary service is offered to students.  A letter is sent 

home to participating student’s parents at the start of the program to explain the process.  Informational meetings may also be 

held to review and evaluate the effectiveness of the program. 

 

Homeless Services 

If you:       

 Live in a shelter or motel 

 Share housing with relatives because you lost your housing 

 Live in a campground, car, old building or other temporary shelter 

 Don’t have a permanent address 

You have the right to: 

 Enroll your child in school immediately even without school or medical 

records 

 Get help from the district liaison with immunizations and/or medical 

records 

 Choose your child’s old school or school closest to where you are living 

now 

 Get transportation to school for your child 

 Dispute enrollment to school for your child 

 Participate in your child’s education 

 

 

DISCIPLINE 

Code of Conduct 

In order to establish a program wherein desirable qualities for citizenship are developed, it is necessary that uniform standards 

of personal conduct be maintained by the students at Seneca Grade School.  We would like to have a school where a tradition 

of individual self-control and school loyalty is not only accepted, but proudly pointed to.  All of the rules listed are founded upon 

two basic principles.   

 1.  Children must learn respect for the rights of others. 

 2.  Children must learn respect for the educational process.   
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We believe that the safeguards listed are essential for the successful operation of a school, and therefore, we ask that parents 

and students alike become knowledgeable of the code of conduct.  These have been established by the Board of Education 

and the corrective measures designed to be used to correct infractions of this code. 

General Information 

 1. Nuisance Items:  Due to the inherent dangers and potential disruption of items such as, but not limited to, cosmetic 

items, roller blades, roller skate shoes, cleats, scooters, skate boards, heelys, toy weapons, lasers/laser pointers, 

pagers, novelty items, permanent markers, white out, Hover Boards, smart watches, and any other item not directly 

related to a classroom activity are not permitted on school property.  Such items may be confiscated.  Students 

bringing any of these items to school may be subject to a disciplinary referral. 

 2. Bicycles must be walked by the student when on the sidewalk in front of the school or on school property. Bicycles 

must be walked on the east side of Oak Street (in front of the North Campus) between Shipyard Road and the fence 

on the North end of the school property.  The bicycle must be lined up in the bicycle rack at school and cannot be 

ridden until school is dismissed for the day.  Designated bicycle routes must be followed.  Riding privileges may be 

lost if these rules are violated. 

 3.    Selling or soliciting is only allowed after school hours.   

 4. Hallway behavior:  Students are to walk in an orderly fashion in the hallways and remain quiet at all times.  They 

are to keep their hands off painted walls and any items hanging in the hallway.  Jumping to touch the top of the 

doorways is not permissible.  Students are not permitted in housekeeping or maintenance rooms.  Open drinks are 

not allowed in the hallways.   

 5.  Cell phones, iPods, smart watches and other electronic communication devices may not be with the student 
during the school day.  They may be in the student’s locker but must be turned off and stored in the student’s 
backpack.  If a cell phone is taken away from a student during school hours, it will be turned in to the main office where 
it will be held for five school days unless a parent/guardian comes to the school to pick it up. After the fifth school day, 
the student may pick up their phone in the main office. The use of cell phone cameras or any other photographic or 
image recording equipment in locker rooms or restrooms is strictly prohibited.  Electronics may be allowed at lunch 
time. 

 
 

DISCIPLINARY POLICIES & CONSEQUENCES 

 

Seneca Grade School expects appropriate behavior during the regular school day and at any school-

related activities.  We will not tolerate or condone inappropriate behavior or infractions of rules and Board 

policy.  The discipline outlined in this policy will be enforced, and students may also be prevented from 

attending school-sponsored activities such as field trips if warranted by their behavior.  Threats and 

physical violence will not be tolerated.  Police may be notified for any major offense and will be notified 

in all cases of illegal drugs.  
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Discipline / Consequence Chart   

Discretion of the administration may be used in any of these situations based on the severity and mitigating circumstances 
surrounding the incident. 

Behavioral Infractions Consequences 

I. 

Possession of a weapon (as defined by 
School Code, Safe School Zone, & Board 
Policies) 

 

Students who are in possession of a weapon as defined 
by the school code will be suspended/expelled.  The 
nature of the offense will determine if suspension or 
expulsion is the appropriate disciplinary action. 

 

II. 

Possession or use of tobacco, 
electronic cigarettes, smoking, or lighting 
materials  

Possession or use of explosive 
materials 

Possession, use, sale, or being under 
the influence of drugs or look-alikes 

Possession of drug paraphernalia 

Possession, use, or being under the 
influence of alcohol 

Bomb threats, false fire  alarms, fake 
911 calls 

Vandalism or damage to property 

Causing harm or fighting 

Stealing or possession of stolen goods 

Gross Insubordination 

Intimidation or threats 

Sexual harassment or bullying 

 

The following list of consequences may be used:  
restitution of time and/or cost, social probation, loss of bus 
privileges, friday school, in-school suspension, out-of-
school suspension, loss/suspension from extracurricular 
privileges or expulsion.  

 

 

III. 

Scuffling or excessive physical 
horseplay 

Swearing or inappropriate language 

Deliberate attempts to embarrass 

Insubordination or disrespect 

Disruptive behavior 

Damage to property 

Failure to comply with school incentive 
program 

Academic dishonesty 

Possession of inappropriate/nuisance 
item. 

 

The following list of consequences may be used:  teacher 
detainment, student warning, office detention(s), Loss of 
recess/special activity, restitution of time and/or cost, loss 
of bus privileges, lunch detention, friday school, in-school 
suspension, out-of-school suspension or loss/suspension 
from extracurricular privileges. 

 

IV. 

Tampering with technology 
equipment/files/materials 

 

Student may lose technology privilege for a period of time 
and/or receive detention/suspension as determined 
appropriate by faculty/administration.  Teacher will develop 
an alternate assignment as necessary.   

 

Bullying of any sort will not be tolerated.  A student is being bullied when he/she is exposed, repeatedly and over time, 

to negative actions on the part of one or more other students.  It is a negative action when someone intentionally 
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inflicts, or attempts to inflict, injury or discomfort upon another.  Bullying needs to be reported in a timely manner to 

be dealt with effectively.   

Weapons 

A weapon as defined by section 921 of Title 18 of the United States Code, firearm as defined in Section 1.1 of the firearm 

Owners Identification Act, or use of a weapon as defined in Section 24-1 of the Criminal Code or any other object if used or 

attempted to be used to cause bodily harm including, but not limited to, knives, brass knuckles, billy clubs or look-a-likes of 

any weapon as defined in the section.  Such items as baseball bats, pipes, bottles, locks, sticks, pencils and pens may be 

considered weapons if used or attempted to be used to cause bodily harm.  105ILCS 5/10-22.6(d) Illinois Statue allows 

expulsion for a period of not less than one year.  The expulsion may be modified by the superintendent and the 

superintendent’s determination may be modified by the board of education on a case by case basis.   

 

Disciplinary Policies & Consequences 

If a student receives the same penalty multiple times, and the behaviors that brought the punishment do not change, the 

penalties are not having the desired effect.  Unless a behavior management plan is in place for the student, the number of times 

that a student will receive a specific form of discipline will be limited.  Any further infractions warranting the same specific 

penalties will be addressed with the next higher level of penalty.  

• Behavior Logs (Majors) – infraction of general classroom rules that staff members enter into the TeacherEase system under 

behavior logs. Any student receiving three behavior logs (majors) in one month will receive a 30 minute detention. At the 

beginning of each month, behavior logs (majors) are reset to zero. If a student continues to have behavior logs (majors) entered 

in to the system within one month, he/she will receive more serious consequences. For example, 4 behavior logs (majors) will 

result in a 60 minute office detention, 5 behavior logs (majors) will result in a Friday School, 6 behavior logs (majors) will result 

in an in-school suspension. 

 • Teacher detainments are left to the discretion of the teacher and should not exceed one period of classroom time.  Students 

will be given a slip notifying their parents of any detainment outside of school time and it is their responsibility to get that slip 

signed and brought back to the office. Any student receiving 7 minors in one month will receive a 30 minute teacher detainment.   

• Office detentions will be held either before school, lunchtime, or after school and are not to exceed 60 minutes.  Students will 

be expected to work quietly on school work during this time. Students will receive a slip notifying their parents of the detention.  

It is the student’s responsibility to give it to their parents.   

•In-school suspension will be confined to the school day and students are required to make-up their assigned class-work by 

the end of the day. At the South Campus, two weeks of social probation accompanies an in-school intervention and will be 

served for the next ten school days after the in-school is served.  Students will receive no more than three in-schools in a year 

and may not attend any school activities on the day it is served.   

•Friday Night School may be served on days other than Fridays and will be for no more than two hours.  Two weeks of social 

probation accompanies a Friday night detention and will be served the next ten school days after the detention is served.   

•Out-of-School suspension is accompanied by at least one month of social probation that will be served the next fifteen school 

days after the suspension is served.  Students are not allowed to attend any school activities while suspended including events 

over the weekend or days off from school if the student is suspended the school day before and the school day after.  Students 

are required to make up all assigned class work, and that work is due upon their return to school.  The timeline for the make-up 

of tests and major projects is at the teacher’s discretion.  It is the student’s responsibility to check with their teachers upon their 

return to discuss any other make-up work.    
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•Social probation - Students who receive the more severe penalties of in-school intervention, Friday night school, or out-of-

school suspension have also, by their own actions, shown that they lack the proper level of self-discipline needed to be a part 

of the social aspects of our school.  Social probation will prohibit the student from participating in the following for the term of 

their probation:  athletic events as a spectator, fan buses, assemblies, field trips, dances, other VOICES activities, and chorus 

or band concerts as a spectator.    do with 

 

Drug/Alcohol and Smoking Violations 

The following violations will be subject to specific consequences. 

1) Possession and/or use of tobacco products and/or lighting materials are subject to the following consequences: 

1st offense - Friday Night School Detentions; In School/Out of School Suspension; parent contact; police department 

notification. 

2nd offense - Five-day out-of-school suspension; parent contact; police department notification. The parents of students 

who are being suspended for a second offense relating to tobacco will be given the following option which, if accepted, 

will reduce the length of the five day out-of-school suspension  to a  three day in-school suspension: Option - The student 

and his/her parents (guardian) will participate in a counseling program approved by the school district.  Any cost incurred 

by participation in this program shall be assumed by the parent or legal guardian.  Students failing to participate in and/or 

complete the program will be suspended for the full five days. 

            3rd offense - Ten-day out-of-school suspension; parent contact; police department notification. 

4th & successive offenses - Ten-day suspension; possible recommendation for expulsion; parent contact; police 

department notification.  

2) The possession, control, transfer or use of illicit drugs and the unlawful possession and/or use of alcohol by 

students is wrong and harmful. 

It is the policy of the Board of Education to clearly prohibit the unlawful possession, use, control, transfer, being under 
the influence of, or distribution of illicit drugs, improper use of prescription drugs, improper use of over the counter 

substances, drug paraphernalia, look-alike drugs or alcohol by students on school premises or as part of school activities 

or at any activity reasonably related to school.  Students who violate these standards of conduct are subject to the 

disciplinary sanctions set forth in the rules below which may include suspension, expulsion, and completion of an 

appropriate rehabilitation program.  Violation of the rules below shall be referred to the Seneca Police Department for 

prosecution. Compliance with the school district's standards of conduct in regard to the sale, use, possession, and 

distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol is mandatory.  This Student Behavior Code is intended to comply with the Federal 

Drug Free School and Community Act Amendments of 1989. 

Prohibited conduct includes: sale, use, possession, or being under the influence of any alcoholic beverage or of any 

beverage mixed or "spiked" with any alcohol beverage.  For purposes of this section, the term "alcohol beverage" shall 

mean any beverage with any alcoholic content.  Such substances as may be prescribed by a physician for medicinal use 

must be kept with the school nurse.  Use may be confirmed by admission, unsteady motor control, incoherent speech, 

breath odors or other obvious evidence of alcohol consumption at school, at school activities, or on school grounds or 

any activity reasonably related to school. 

Use, being under the influence of, possession, or any attempt to possess or use, any illegal controlled substance or any 

look-alike substance, as defined by 720 ILCS 570/102(y) of the Illinois Controlled Substance Act, or the misuse or abuse 

of any prescription or over-the-counter medication. 
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Use, possession or any attempt to possess or use any drug paraphernalia is prohibited on school property.  Drug 

paraphernalia may include, but is not limited to, such things as pipes, rolling papers, razors, pipe screens, roach clips, 

etc. 

   Consequences are as follows: 

1st offense - Out-of-school suspension/Expulsion/Alternative school placement in place of expulsion. The 

parents of students who are being suspended for a first offense relating to drugs and/or alcohol will be given 

the following option which, if accepted, will reduce the length of the out-of-school suspension:  Option - The 

student and his/her parents (guardian) will participate in a counseling program approved by the school district.  

Any cost incurred by participation in this program shall be assumed by the parent or legal guardian.   

2nd offense - Out-of-school suspension; parent contact; police department notification. The parents of students 

who are being suspended for a second offense relating to tobacco will be given the following option which, if 

accepted, will reduce the length of the out-of-school suspension.  Option – The student and his/her parents 

(guardian) will participate in a counseling program approved by the school district.  Any cost incurred by 

participation in this program shall be assumed by the parent or legal guardian. 

   3rd offense – Out –of-school suspension; parent contact; police department notification. 

4th & successive offenses – Suspension; possible recommendation for expulsion; parent contact; police 

department notification. 

3) The distribution of any illegal controlled substance or look-alike substance shall be punishable by 
an out-of-school suspension and recommendation to the Board of Education for expulsion and referred 
to the Seneca Police Dept. Distribution is defined as the sale or giving of any illegal controlled substance or 
look-alike substance.  

 

Due Process 

The following steps of Due Process will be followed when suspending or expelling a student: 

 1. The school official shall give the student oral or written notice of the charges and evidence to support the charges. 

 2. If the student denies the charges, an opportunity shall be given the student to present an explanation in a conference 

with the school official.  The school official shall then inform the student whether the suspension or expulsion is to 

be imposed. 

 3. The student's parents must be notified immediately by the administrator of the reason(s) for the suspension or 

expulsion, including a copy of the rules and regulations allegedly violated, the number of days of the suspension  

(may not exceed 10 school days)or expulsion, and the right to appeal the suspension to the local school board. 

 4. At the hearing conducted by the school board, the student has the right to question the person who made the 

decision to suspend or expel the right to present and question witnesses, and the right to make a statement on 

his/her own behalf. 

 5. If requested by the student, the parent, or their representative, a transcript may be kept of the proceedings. 

 6. If the school board upholds the suspension or expulsion, the student and parents shall be notified of the right to 

appeal to the Educational Service Region Superintendent and then to the State Superintendent of Education. 

 7. If the suspension or expulsion decision is reversed, all references in the student's records shall be removed. 
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Gangs and Gang-like Activities 

All students attending Seneca Grade School will be provided a safe environment which is conducive to reaching their educational 

potential.  District #170 employs a "No Tolerance" approach to any and all gang-related activity. 

"Gang", as it is used in this handbook, will mean two or more individuals who associate with each other primarily for criminal,  
disruptive and/or other activities which are prohibited by law or the local district's discipline policy, Student-Parent Handbook, 
as well as any other rules and regulations set by the school in a given school term.  District policies and procedures may be 
revised and any changes will be reflected in the Student-Parent Handbook which is provided to all parents/guardians when the 
student is registered for school. The visibility of gangs or gang-like activities in the school setting causes substantial disruption 
and/or interference in the carrying out of the District's instructional program and therefore will not be tolerated. 

 

Student Appearance/Dress (Gang/Gang-Like Activity) 

Students are expected to present an appearance that does not disrupt the educational process or interfere with the maintenance 

of a positive teaching/learning environment.  Dress which is not in accord with reasonable standards of health, safety, and 

decency will be considered inappropriate for the elementary school environment.  Strictly prohibited is the presence of any 

apparel, jewelry, accessory, notebook, or manner of grooming which, by the virtue of its color, arrangement, trademark or any 

other attribute denotes or infers membership in any gang.   

 

Student Conduct (Gang/Gang-Like Activity) 

No student: 

 1. Shall wear, possess, use, distribute, display or sell any clothing, jewelry, emblem, badge, symbol, sign or other thing 

which is evidence of membership or affiliation with any gang. 

 2. Shall draw gang graffiti or distribute gang-related literature. 

 3. Shall use any speech or act (signals/signs/etc.) in furtherance of gang activity. 

 4. Shall solicit others for membership in any gang. 

 5. Shall request/demand that any person pay for protection or act in any manner to extort another individual. 

         6. Shall commit any other illegal act or violation of school district policies. 

 7. Shall incite other students/persons to act with physical violence upon another person. 

 8. Shall attend any activity that could be interpreted as relating to gangs or gang activity. 
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Consequences for Violations of Policy 

Any students who violate these guidelines regarding gang-related activity or the possession of gang paraphernalia will be dealt 

with severely.  Students will be suspended for up to ten days. Discretion of the administration may be used in any of these 

situations based on the severity and mitigating circumstances surrounding the incident. 

 1st Violation -- A meeting with student, parent, and principal will be held. Parents will be presented with evidence        

of charges and a formal warning is given to the student. Penalty of an in school or out of school    

suspension. 

 2nd Violation --   Student and parents will be presented with violating evidence.  1-3 day out of school suspension. 

 3rd Violation  -- Student and parents will be presented with violating evidence.  Suspension and recommendation 

for expulsion or placement at an alternative school will be given to the Board of Education 

 

STUDENT DRESS CODE AND APPEARANCE 

When students are well groomed, they act in a more mature manner because their actions are in conformity with their dress.  

Self-respect and self-confidence increase when students care for themselves. 

Parents are responsible for choosing the dress attire of their child.  The key guidelines are that attire be clean, neat, and 

respectable.  A student's attire cannot disrupt the educational process and must ensure the health and safety of the student 

and others.  The school will not permit slogans or pictures on clothing that are offensive, disruptive and of an unacceptable 

nature.  Additionally, clothing which promotes promiscuity either directly or through innuendo is inappropriate and will not be 

tolerated in the school or at any school activities.  Bare midriffs, tank tops, slippers, pajama pants, visible undergarments, 

short skirts, and short shorts are not permitted.  Tank tops are defined as anything with a shoulder strap less than two inches 

in width.  Short shorts and skirts are defined as shorts or skirts that are not at least as long as the student's longest finger 

when their arms, hands, and fingers are extended fully at the student's sides. 

In addition a student's appearance and accessories cannot disrupt the educational process, be unhealthy or unsafe.  Coats, 

hats, and sunglasses are not to be worn in the building or brought to class.  A student will be asked to change if attire is 

unacceptable. Repeat offenders will be dealt with on an individual basis.  Personal appearance issues and accessories such 

as, but not limited to, body piercings, tattoos, dog collars, wallet chains, hair accessories, high-soled shoes, may be defined as 

disruptive and subject to removal or covering. 

Any clothing which displays profanity, advertises alcohol or other controlled substances such as cigarettes, is inappropriate.  

Any clothing, insignia, or activities that illustrate or refer to satanic practices, gang connections, racial content, and other 

subversive groups which may surface which are deemed disruptive or illegal, will not be tolerated.  The final decision on the 

appropriateness of student dress in the school environment will be made by the administration. 

See chart on page 19 for consequences for insubordination.  
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TRANSPORTATION 

Bus Policy  

Parents: 

 1. Parents must insist upon proper conduct on the part of their children when riding the bus.  The driver needs his/her 

attention for driving.  He/she has as many as fifty children to get safely to and from school. 

 2. Parents should notify the driver if students are not going to ride. 

 3. Children, other than regular rider’s child, cannot ride the bus unless written notes are brought from home from both 

the regular and extra riders and turned into the office. 

Students: 

Riding a school bus is a privilege.  The ride must be safe for all.  Students are expected to obey all rules and follow the 

direction of the bus driver at all times.  The same code of conduct which applies at school also applies to students who 

ride the bus.  This includes the time students spend going to the bus stop, waiting for the bus, and returning home.  

North Campus students must board the bus at the North Campus. 

 

Safe Riding Regulations 

 1. Always be seated when the bus is moving. 
 2. Assist in keeping the bus safe and sanitary. 
 3. Avoid making unnecessary noise which might divert the driver's attention and cause an accident. 
 4. Never stick arms, hands, or any other part of the body out the doors or windows. 
 5. Respect and use interior parts of the bus and its equipment in the same manner that you treat fine furniture in your 

homes. 
 6. Refrain from experimenting or tampering with the bus or equipment. 
 7. Keep all personal possessions out of the aisles. 
 8. Do not throw anything out the doors or windows. 
 9. Aid in looking after and helping small children. 
 10. Avoid rowdiness, horseplay, and wrestling on the bus. 
 11. Practice courtesy to fellow pupils and offer assistance to the bus driver. 
   12. Remain quiet when the bus is approaching all railroads. 
 13. Instantly obey bus drivers in case of emergency and remain on the bus unless otherwise instructed. 
   14. Demonstrate the traits of good bus citizenship for each day that transportation is made available to you. 
   15. Animals are not permitted on buses. 
 

Rules to Follow When Leaving the Bus 

 1. Never arise from your seat until the bus has come to a complete stop. 
 2. Help small children off the bus.  
 3. When it is necessary to cross the road after getting off the bus, be sure to  (1) look for a sign from the bus driver, (2) 

glance in both directions in front and rear of bus to make sure there is no traffic approaching from either direction, 
(3) cross ten to fifteen feet in front of the bus. 
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 4. Get off the bus at the stop designated unless parents or school officials have granted permission and have arranged 
with the driver to allow departure at some other place.  

 5. Be careful never to leave anything on the bus such as lunch boxes, paper sacks, books, or clothing. 
 
 

School Bus Discipline Policies 

Students who do not follow the rules and regulations or directions given to them by the bus driver will receive disciplinary action.  

Students suspended from the bus must attend school the number of days they are suspended before they may ride the bus 

again.  Persistent behavior problems will result in a permanent loss of riding privileges.  Bus driver will fill out a written report on 

the particular incident.  Discretion of the administration may be used in any of these situations based on the severity and 

mitigating circumstances surrounding the case.   

See chart page 19 for consequences.   

 

Bus Video Policy 

The purpose of a video camera on the school bus is to ensure the safety and well-being of the students riding the school bus.  

Videos will be used for monitoring and sampling of school bus transportation.  In order to protect the privacy of children, the 

following guidelines have been established.  

 1.  Videos may be reviewed by school authorities when a discipline report warrants additional information, or when a 

parent has suggested that a possible infraction has occurred. 

 2. Videos may be reviewed randomly by school authorities.  If the Board of Education has to review a discipline case, 

and the video needs to be considered, it will be viewed by the Board in Executive Session to protect the privacy of 

all the students. 

 3. When school authorities deem it necessary, parents may view specific segments of film that pertain to bus infractions 

involving their child. 

 4. Video hard drives will be kept for a period of at least ten days.    Any video footage that has a questioned discipline 

problem will be kept at least until the problem is resolved. 

 

ELECTRONIC NETWORK ACCESS POLICY & AUTHORIZATION 

Before using the District’s Electronic Network Connection, each student and his/her parent(s)/guardian(s) must sign a 

permission authorization form.  These forms are distributed with the registration and enrollment packets. 

All use of the Internet shall be consistent with the district’s goal of promoting educational excellence by facilitating resource 

sharing, innovation, and communication.  This authorization does not attempt to state all required or prescribed behavior by 

users.  However, some specific examples are provided. 

The failure of any user to follow the terms of the Authorization for Electronic Network Access will result in the loss of privileges, 

disciplinary action, and/or appropriate legal action.  The signature(s) on the Consent Page is legally binding and indicates the 

party who signed has read the terms and conditions carefully and understands their significance.   
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Administrative Procedure - Acceptable Use of Electronic Networks 

All use of electronic networks shall be consistent with the district’s goal of promoting educational excellence by 
facilitating resource sharing, innovation, and communication. These procedures do not attempt to state all required 
or proscribed behavior by users. However, some specific examples are provided. The failure of any user to follow 
these procedures will result in the loss of privileges, disciplinary action, and/or legal action. 

Terms and Conditions 

Acceptable Use - Access to the district’s electronic network must be: (a) for the purpose of education or research, 
and be consistent with the district’s educational objectives, or (b) for legitimate business use. 

 

Privileges - The use of the district’s electronic network is a privilege, not a right, and inappropriate use will result in 
a cancellation of those privileges. The system administrator or building principal will make all decisions regarding 
whether or not a user has violated these procedures and may deny, revoke, or suspend access at any time.  His or 
her decision is final.  

 

Unacceptable Use - The user is responsible for his or her actions and activities involving the network.  Some 
examples of unacceptable uses are: 

a. Using the network for any illegal activity, including violation of copyright or other contracts, or transmitting 
any material in violation of any state or federal law; 

b. Unauthorized downloading of software, regardless of whether it is copyrighted or de-virused; 
c. Downloading of copyrighted material for other than personal use; 
d. Using the network for private financial or commercial gain; 
e. Wastefully using resources, such as file space; 
f. Hacking or gaining unauthorized access to files, resources, or entities; 
g. Invading the privacy of individuals, that includes the unauthorized disclosure, dissemination, and use of 

information about anyone that is of a personal nature including a photograph; 
h. Using another user’s account or password; 
i. Posting material authored or created by another without his/her consent; 
j. Posting anonymous messages; 
k. Using the network for commercial or private advertising; 
l. Accessing, submitting, posting, publishing, or displaying any defamatory, inaccurate, abusive, obscene, 

profane, sexually oriented, threatening, racially offensive, harassing, or illegal material; and 
m. Using the network while access privileges are suspended or revoked. 

 

Network Etiquette - The user is expected to abide by the generally accepted rules of network etiquette. These 
include, but are not limited to, the following: 

a. Be polite. Do not become abusive in messages to others. 
b. Use appropriate language. Do not swear, or use vulgarities or any other inappropriate language. 
c. Do not reveal personal information, including the addresses or telephone numbers, of students or colleagues. 
d. Recognize that email is not private. People who operate the system have access to all email. Messages 

relating to or in support of illegal activities may be reported to the authorities. 
e. Do not use the network in any way that would disrupt its use by other users. 
f. Consider all communications and information accessible via the network to be private property. 

 

No Warranties - The district makes no warranties of any kind, whether expressed or implied, for the service it is 
providing. District will not be responsible for any damages the user suffers. This includes loss of data resulting from 
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delays, non-deliveries, missed-deliveries, or service interruptions caused by its negligence or the user’s errors or 
omissions. Use of any information obtained via the Internet is at the user’s own risk. The district specifically denies 
any responsibility for the accuracy or quality of information obtained through its services. 

 

Indemnification - The user agrees to indemnify the school district for any losses, costs, or damages, including 
reasonable attorney fees, incurred by the district relating to, or arising out of, any violation of these procedures. 

 

Security - Network security is a high priority. If the user can identify a security problem on the Internet, the user must 
notify the system administrator or building principal. Do not demonstrate the problem to other users. Keep your 
account and password confidential. Do not use another individual’s account without written permission from that 
individual. Attempts to log-on to the Internet as a system administrator will result in cancellation of user privileges. 
Any user identified as a security risk may be denied access to the network. 

 

Vandalism - Vandalism will result in cancellation of privileges and other disciplinary action. Vandalism is defined as 
any malicious attempt to harm or destroy data of another user, the Internet, or any other network. This includes, but 
is not limited to, the uploading or creation of computer viruses. 

 

Telephone Charges - The district assumes no responsibility for any unauthorized charges or fees, including 
telephone charges, long-distance charges, per-minute surcharges, and/or equipment or line costs. 

 

Copyright Web Publishing Rules - Copyright law and district policy prohibit the re-publishing of text or graphics 
found on the web or on district websites or file servers without explicit written permission. 

a. For each re-publication (on a website or file server) of a graphic or a text file that was produced externally, 
there must be a notice at the bottom of the page crediting the original producer and noting how and when 
permission was granted. If possible, the notice should also include the web address of the original source. 

b. Students and staff engaged in producing web pages must provide library media specialists with email or hard 
copy permissions before the web pages are published. Printed evidence of the status of “public domain” 
documents must be provided. 

c. The absence of a copyright notice may not be interpreted as permission to copy the materials. Only the 
copyright owner may provide the permission. The manager of the website displaying the material may not be 
considered a source of permission. 

d. The fair use rules governing student reports in classrooms are less stringent and permit limited use of 
graphics and text. 

e. Student work may only be published if there is written permission from both the parent/guardian and student. 
 

Use of Email - The district’s email system, and its constituent software, hardware, and data files, are owned and 
controlled by the school district. The school district provides email to aid students and staff members in fulfilling their 
duties and responsibilities, and as an education tool. 

a. The District reserves the right to access and disclose the contents of any account on its system, without prior 
notice or permission from the account’s user. Unauthorized access by any student or staff member to an 
email account is strictly prohibited. 

b. Each person should use the same degree of care in drafting an email message as would be put into a written 
memorandum or document. Nothing should be transmitted in an email message that would be inappropriate 
in a letter or memorandum. 
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c. Electronic messages transmitted via the school district’s Internet gateway carry with them an identification of 
the user’s Internet domain. This domain is a registered name and identifies the author as being with the 
school district. Great care should be taken, therefore, in the composition of such messages and how such 
messages might reflect on the name and reputation of the school district. Users will be held personally 
responsible for the content of any and all email messages transmitted to external recipients. 

d. Any message received from an unknown sender via the Internet should either be immediately deleted or 
forwarded to the system administrator. Downloading any file attached to any Internet-based message is 
prohibited unless the user is certain of that message’s authenticity and the nature of the file so transmitted. 

e. Use of the school district’s email system constitutes consent to these regulations. 

Internet Safety 

Internet access is limited to only those acceptable uses as detailed in these procedures. Internet safety is almost 
assured if users will not engage in unacceptable uses, as detailed in these procedures, and otherwise follow these 
procedures. 

 

Staff members shall supervise students while students are using district Internet access to ensure that the students 
abide by the Terms and Conditions for Internet access contained in these procedures. 

 

All district computers and ipads with Internet access has a filtering device that blocks entry to visual depictions that 
are: (1) obscene, (2) pornographic, or (3) harmful or inappropriate for students, as defined by the Children’s Internet 
Protection Act and as determined by the superintendent or designee. 

 

The system administrator and building principals shall monitor student internet access. 

 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

Philosophy Statement 

The purpose of athletic extracurricular participation is to provide our students with a meaningful, competitive, team-oriented 
student learning experience.  Athletes and parents are expected to encourage good sportsmanship by demonstrating positive 
support for all players, coaches, and officials at every game.  Emphasis will be placed upon developing the individual fundamental 
skills of each team sport with success being achieved when individuals and teams have played to the best of their abilities.  Our 
goal is to develop a winning attitude in all of our participating athletes. 

Each of the athletic programs offered at Seneca Grade School has been sanctioned by the Illinois Elementary School Association 
and as a member school we are bound by their guidelines and by-laws.  We want to remind both student and parent that 
extracurricular athletic participation is a privileged opportunity, rather than a fundamental right.  As a result, if this privilege fails 
to be the enjoyable experience it was intended to be, further parental or family attendance at athletic contests can be denied.  
While participation is generally encouraged, athletic opportunity is certainly not for every student. 

Communication is a key ingredient in the success of our athletic programs.  Please encourage your son or daughter to speak 
with their coach directly if they don't understand their role on the team or they have other issues.  This can be a valuable learning 
experience for your child and who better to answer their questions than the adult who is with them at every practice and game.  
We expect our athletes and parents to follow the proper chain-of-command when they have questions or concerns regarding 
athletics.  Every effort should be made to contact the coach first and set up a private meeting, then the Athletic Director, and 
finally the Principal. 
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Athletes and parents need to remember that playing time in competitive sports will always be subject to the coach's discretion 
and his or her careful analysis.  You may not agree with a coach's opinion, but there needs to be a respectful acceptance rather 
than personal attacks or negative public complaining.  Part of being on any team is accepting one's role, or if you don't like your 
role, putting in the necessary extra work to obtain a new role.  We need our parents to be supportive of our athletic programs 
and coaches as well as their own child.  Please remember -- our children are watching and listening to our lead 

Parents' Code of Ethics 

As a parent, I realize that my child's participation in athletics is a privileged opportunity that is intended to be an enjoyable 
competitive learning experience.  If my child participates, I understand that I will be expected to follow certain behavioral 
guidelines if I am going to be in attendance at his or her athletic contests.  These behavioral guidelines are as follows: 

As a positive parental example for my child, I will: 

 Encourage other parents, family members, and fans to demonstrate respect and support for the players, coaches, and 
officials. 
 

 Be realistic about my child's physical ability and help them understand their role within a team concept. 
 

 Speak supportively of my child's coaches and game officials in front of my child. 
 

 Encourage my child to talk to their coach if they have questions about their role on the team. 
 

 Help my child set realistic goals and provide both guidance and encouragement in assisting them with achieving their 
goals. 
 

 Insist that my child play in a safe environment for training and competition. 
 

 Be a "cheerleader" for my child AND other children on the team. 
 

 Make my child's athletic career a positive experience and try not to relive my own athletic past (whether positive or 
negative) through him or her. 
 

 Control my emotions at games and events.  Keep foremost in my mind the example I am setting for my child. 
 

 Emphasize "improved" performance. 
 

 Do my part to make athletics fun for my child. 

 

Student Extracurricular Guidelines 

1. Seneca Grade School invites you to participate in its various extra-curricular activities throughout the year.  All students 
6th -8th (5th Wrestling) participating in a sport must take the school student accident insurance or parents may sign an 
insurance waiver.  The athletic director will provide further information on specific rules of eligibility prior to each sport. 

2. Sports programs are available for both boys and girls.  Therefore, boys are required to participate on boys' teams and 
girls are required to participate on girls' teams.  The intent is not to discriminate, but to offer equal opportunities to all 
children. 

3. The sports available to girls are volleyball, basketball, track, softball, wrestling, cross country, and cheerleading.  Boys 
may participate in baseball, basketball, cheerleading, wrestling, and track. 

4. Students who are selected to the cheerleading team may not participate in volleyball or basketball due to schedule 
conflicts. If they become ineligible or quit the cheerleading team, they are still ineligible for the other sports. There will 
be one squad of cheerleaders composed of sixth, seventh and eighth-grade students.  Any student who tries out for 
the cheerleading team and is not selected may participate in both volleyball and basketball. 

5. On occasion a team or member of a team may be required to stay overnight for a state contest.  If this occurs, all 
participants in the activity will stay overnight also.  Only students participating on the day of the contest will be allowed 
out of classes when participants are traveling to and from the contest the same day. 
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6. Athletic uniforms are to be worn only for athletic events. When a lockers room is available, students are expected to 
change back into their street clothes after the event.  This reduces wear and tear on the uniform and the chance of 
athletes spilling on their uniform.  All uniforms must be turned in one week after the last event of the season or the 
student will be suspended from the first game of the next season that they are involved in.  Any lost uniform must be 
paid for within one week after the last event of the season or the student will be suspended from the first game of the 
next season that they are involved in.  Uniforms are the property of Seneca Grade School and should be worn only by 
the student to whom they are issued.  Athletes are not allowed to wear their uniform to school.  Care should be taken 
when washing uniforms and label washing instructions should be followed. 
   

Team Selection 

5th Grade Sports: 

5th grade will be used for fundamental instruction and intramural participation in basketball and volleyball. 5th grade 
students may participate in wrestling. The opportunities for interscholastic competition will be available in grades 6-8. 

  

6th Grade Sports: 

The purpose of 6th Grade athletics is to provide each player with playing time and practice participation.  There will be 
no cutting of athletes at the 6th Grade level. 

If there are more than 20 6th Grade athletes out for baseball, basketball or volleyball, softball, the athletes will be 
divided into an "A" squad, a "B-1" squad, and a "B-2" squad.  The "A" team will play and practice for all of the games.  
Members of the "B-1" and "B-2" squads will alternate games, and practices will be set up according to the game 
schedules. 

  In track and the 6th grade athletes will compete on the 7th and 8th Grade teams. 

 

7th & 8th Grade Sports: 

In baseball, basketball, softball and volleyball each coach will hold at least two days of tryouts and cut their roster to 
no less than 15 in baseball and basketball and  no less than 12 in volleyball and softball. Students will not be excused 
from tryouts unless the absence was excused school absence. Intramurals will be a potential option for players who 
are cut if there is enough interest to support it. 

A new student who moves to Seneca Grade School after the cuts are made will be able to try out if an athlete has been 
dropped from the roster due to disciplinary measures or has been academically ineligible for three weeks during the 
season. 

Winning is not to be overemphasized at this level; however, our coaches will be attempting to field competitive teams 
at the 7th and 8th grade levels.  This means that playing time at the 7th and 8th grade levels will be at the discretion of 
each coach. 

In track, there will not be cuts because large numbers are an advantage.  Athletes will be put in events at the discretion 
of the coaches.  Attempts will be made so that most home track meets will be dual meets only (so all athletes can 
participate).  Parents must realize that on away meets and all big meets (I.V.C., Raider Invitational, and Lisle Invitational 
& Sectional); the coaches are only allowed two athletes per event. 
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Academic Requirements 

 

For Extracurricular Activities at Seneca Grade School 

 1. An inquiry will be made of all participants’ academic standings on Thursday or the last day of the school week prior to 
Thursday. 

 2. If students are failing one subject area or more, they will be ineligible for the week following the inquiry.  Grades are 
calculated on a cumulative basis for the sixteen week period. 

 3. Students who are ineligible for three weeks are permanently ineligible for the remainder of the season for that activity. 

 4. Eligibility is also dependent upon I.E.S.A. rules and regulations. 

 

Student Practice Policy 

The coaches at Seneca Grade School put in many hours planning and having practices.  They expect that if a student goes out 
for a sport that both he and the parents are committed to daily practice.  The coach is to give each athlete a practice schedule 
at least two weeks in advance and try to have a practice schedule a month at a time.  This should help parents plan appointments 
and other activities in advance. 

The following are penalties for unexcused absences for all sports: 

 

   Unexcused Absences/Penalty 

1. Coaches’ discretion for event consequences (e.g.not starting, reduced playing time, ect.).  Parental contact 
by the coach. 
 

2. One game suspension – Parental contact by the coach. 
 

3. Removal from the team – Parental contact by the coach. 

 

   Excused absences may be defined as follows: 

1. Absence due to illness. 
 

2. Medical appointment. 
 

3. Family situation discussed with and approved by the coach. 

 

Any type of 1st offense school suspension will not be counted as unexcused absence(s) from practice; however, a 2nd school 
suspension will be an automatic removal from the team. 

Students will be considered excused who miss practice or games due to family obligations over Thanksgiving, Christmas, or 
Easter vacation or during the two weeks prior to the start of school. 
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School Vacations 

If an athlete goes on vacation while school is in session they will have to make up the practices and games that they missed 
before they will be allowed to participate in any games. 

Students will be considered excused who miss practice or games due to family obligations over Thanksgiving, Winter Break, 
or Spring Break or during the two weeks prior to the start of school. 

 

Student Attendance Policy for Extracurricular Activities 

Students must attend a full day of school in order to participate in any extracurricular activities. This includes games and 
practices. Students absent on Friday will be allowed to participate in events on Saturday. 

Students will be excused and be able to participate if they have a doctor or dentist appointment or if they attend a funeral. 
Students must bring a note from the appointment when they return to school. Students should return to school in a reasonable 
amount of time after their appointment.  Any athlete who is out of physical education due to a doctor’s note or a note from their 
parents will not be allowed to participate in athletic activities after school. A student out of physical education and athletics due 
to a doctor’s note will remain out until released by the doctor. Students who are out of physical education will also not be allowed 
to participate in lunch recess activities. 

Any athlete who spends a full class period or more in the school nurse’s office will not be allowed to participate in practice or 
games that day.  

Exceptions will be made for students who are under treatment for chronic illnesses such as asthma or migraine headaches. 

 

Students Ejected From Contests 

The Illinois Elementary School Association and the National Federation provide for a one game suspension for any athlete or 
coach who is ejected from a contest by an official. A Seneca Grade School athlete who is ejected from a contest will be placed 
on probation by the school. A student who is ejected from a second contest during the same school year in the same or another 
sport will be suspended by the school from all sports for the rest of the school year. 

 

Athletes and School Discipline 

Student athletes at Seneca Grade School are expected to set a good example for their peers both in school and as members 
of Seneca Grade School teams.   Athletes missing games and practices because of discipline problems are frowned upon.  
Any athlete serving a suspension in or out of school will not be allowed to attend practice or games on that day.  This will not 
count as an unexcused absence.  An athlete who earns an in-school suspension will also be suspended from the next contest.  
A student athlete suspended out of school will be suspended from the next two contests.  A student athlete earning a second 
serious disciplinary intervention during a season will be dismissed from that team. 

 

Attendance at After School Functions 

Students who are attending after school functions as spectators or observers are subject to the regular school day rules plus 
the following special event rules. 

 1. Students who leave the building may not return to that activity.  Effort will be made to contact the parents. 
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 2. Students are to remain seated for the entire activity.  The only time they may leave their seats is during intermission or 
half-time and between games. 

 3. No drinks except water are allowed in the gym. 

 4. To attend an event the student must not have been tardy or absent from school due to illness. 

 5. Fans are not to stomp the bleachers. 

 6. All cheering must be positive.  No booing is allowed.  Opponents are to be treated with respect. 

 7. Fans are to be silent during appropriate times such as free throws, injuries, etc. 

 8. Rides home must be prearranged.  All students should be out of the building 15 minutes after the end of the event. 

 9. Students suspended from school may not participate in the event or activity in any capacity.  

 10. Students who are asked to leave the premises for infractions of these rules may forfeit their privilege of attending future 
events. 

   11.    Students will not be allowed to enter the North Campus until 15 minutes prior to an extracurricular event.  Students at 
the South Campus are to wait in the commons only and anyone engaging in disruptive behavior will be asked to leave 
and will not be allowed to return to the event. 

 

Student Transportation to and from Extracurricular Events 

Bus transportation to and from extracurricular events will be provided by Seneca Grade School.  If parents wish to transport 
their child or have another parent do so, they must notify the coach personally or in writing of their desire to do so.  Any variation 
from this procedure must have administrative approval. 

Athletes are expected to obey all rules and follow the directions of the bus driver at all times.  The same code of conduct which 
applies at school also applies to students who ride the bus.  Failure to abide by the policies subject the athlete to possible 
suspension and removal from the team. 

 

Training Rules 

The following rules apply to students who are members of any Seneca Grade School interscholastic athletic team or squad.  
Students involved in using alcohol, tobacco, or drugs, theft or vandalism may be suspended or removed from any team they 
belong to for the remainder of that season.  They will be allowed to participate on teams in the future. 

Also, any athlete who, in the opinion of the coach and/or the athletic director, demonstrates behavior not conducive to the spirit 
of sportsmanship and good citizenship shall be subject to exclusion from that team or squad.  The principal must approve any 
decision of this nature. 

 

Academic Team Selections 

Academic Team is open to any 6th, 7th and 8th grade student with an interest in academic competition.  Scholastic Bowl is a 
fast paced, Jeopardy-like event that calls for quick thinking participants.  Math Team uses multi-step problem solving skills.  Both 
teams compete in dual meets, invitational tournaments and the Illinois Valley Conference.  The Scholastic Bowl Team is a 
participating member of the Illinois Elementary School Association. 
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Students can be members of both the Scholastic Bowl and the Math Teams.  Practice times and selecting competitors for each 
meet will be at the discretion of the coaches.   

Spelling competitors will be selected by a 6-8 grade school-wide spelling bee.  Winners will advance to IVC and Regional spelling 
competitions. 

See academic requirements page 30. 

 

Student Voices 

Students wanting to be part of the Voices group, are required to write an essay describing how they would make a difference 
as a member. Final candidates are determined by evaluation of essays and by utilizing teacher recommendations. 

Student Voices sponsor several activities, and members have numerous duties throughout the school year.  Some examples 
are as follows: 

1. School activities 
2. School assemblies 
3. School and community service projects 
4. Meetings and social activities 
5. Hearing officers when requested by administration, teachers, and/or students on disciplinary cases. 

Students holding membership in Voices should: 

1. Receive no Fs on their report card to maintain high academic standards. 
2. Did not have any disciplinary action. 

 
Any Voices' member who does not meet these requirements will be dismissed from Student Voices for the remainder of the 
year.  Also, any “Voices” member that demonstrates behavior not conducive to the spirit of good citizenship and leadership 
shall be subject to exclusion from Voices for the remainder of the year.  The principal must approve any recommendation of 
the Student Voices.   

 


