
 
 
The start of the 2018-19 school year brings with it back-to-school excitement, lasting 
memories to be made, and friendships to be found and built upon. It also brings a 
renewed focus on school safety, as we know that our number one goal is to keep all 
students and staff safe. In Bangor Township Schools, from the school board and the 
employees, we are putting new safety measures in place in order to be ready for the 
return of students and staff. 
 
One of the first safety measures that we are implementing this year is the addition of a 
school resource officer for the district. We are partnering with the Bay County Sheriff’s 
Office to house an officer on the campus of John Glenn High School and Christa 
McAuliffe Middle School. However, the officer will be servicing all buildings in Bangor - 
educating students and staff on school and internet safety, being a resource for all safety 
issues, as well as being a presence at our buildings and at events. With all of the safety 
concerns around the nation, particularly in schools, the addition of a school resource 
officer is a must.  
 
Another safety measure we are putting in place deals with the hardening of our 
entrances and location of the offices at our buildings. The State of Michigan recently 
approved $25 million in grants for school districts to apply for in order to address safety 
issues in their districts. We will be applying for this grant in hopes of getting state dollars 
to help us better locate the offices in our buildings and to redesign how the public 
accesses our buildings and offices. 
 
A third safety measure we will be implementing this year is a new visitor system at all our 
buildings. We piloted the system last year at Bangor Lincoln, and it worked very well. 
This is something we must do in order to control the access the public has to our schools 
and our students. Be patient, as this will be a new initiative, but the payoff is a much 
safer system that will better protect kids, while controlling who is entering our buildings. 
 
Lastly, our entire staff will receive another round of school safety training when they 
return to work this year. The training will be followed by an active shooter simulation in 
the building by The Michigan State Police SWAT team (no students will be present). The 
training and simulation are another much needed step in our continued focus on being 
better prepared if a safety issues arises. 
 



Please know that we are committed to keeping all students and staff safe, and we are 
allocating the necessary time, training, and resources toward this commitment. Through 
our partnerships with the Michigan State Police and the Bay County Sheriff's 
Department, we have been able to focus our efforts toward hardening our buildings and 
better protecting students and staff. We take pride in our district, and we strive to provide 
the best experience to all our students and families, and it all starts with keeping 
everyone safe. If you should ever have a question, concern, or idea regarding school 
safety, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. 
 
With Bobcat Pride 
Matt Schmidt 
Superintendent 


