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While it may not feel 
like it based on our 
current weather, we are 
quickly approaching 
the end of another 
school year and summer 
break. I am always 
shocked by how fast 
the year goes and how 
much our students 
change. I wanted to 
take the opportunity 
this month to address 
an issue that seems 
to be dominating the 
news and social media 
recently - Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and 
more specifically 
ChatGPT. I wrote 
about ChatGPT back in 
March after I attended 
the AASA convention, 
and as predicted at the 
conference, ChatGPT 
and the growth of 

chatbot contained within 
Snapchat, that has caused 
some major concerns for 
parents. MyAI is a form 
of AI that interacts with 
Snapchat users and to 
determine details about 
their location, activities, 
and other private factors 
they may not have 
disclosed. This is only 
the first that I am aware 
of, but undoubtedly the 
number of AI-type tools 
in the apps our students 
use will continue to 
increase.

 I am not sharing 
this to scare you, but 
rather that you will 
become more involved 
in what your student is 
doing online. The push by 
large tech companies and 
other major companies to 
invest in AI and utilize it 
as a business tool is going 
to impact the world that 
we live in. I am not sure 
what the answer is or how 
ChatGPT and other AI 
tools will fundamentally 
change our education 
system, but as they say 
“The genie is out of the 
bottle”. Even if we were 
to block our students’ 
access to these tools while 
they are at school, they 
can readily access them 

other AI tools are quickly 
becoming hot button 
topics. In our own district, 
we are beginning to see 
instances of students 
turning in work completely 
generated by ChatGPT and 
we are grappling with how 
we will deal with these 
situations moving forward. 

Additionally, just this 
past weekend, I learned 
about MyAI, a new 

from any mobile device 
that is connected to the 
internet. Yesterday, at 
a webinar put on by 
AASA, a presenter used 
the following analogy to 
challenge our thinking 
around ChatGPT and 
other AI tools. He 
asked us to imagine 
giving our students the 
task of driving a nail 
into a piece of wood 
using only their hand. 
A hammer sets close 
by but they aren’t 
allowed to use it, even 
though they can see 
it and know it would 
make the task much 
easier., even though 
they could see it setting 
there and knew it would 
make the task much 
easier. ChatGPT and 
AI are like that for our 
students. Particularly 
at the secondary level, 
students know about 
these tools and how 
useful they can be. In 
light of that, perhaps it 
is time to rethink the 
tasks we are asking 
students to complete.

I see the situation 
that AI and ChatGPT 
are creating as an 
opportunity to really 
focus on the priorities 

May Monthly Highlights

May 15th- online registration starts
May 19th - Seniors Last Day

                   Pre-School Last Day
May 21st - Graduation 2:30 pm

May 26th - All students last day-2 hr early 
dismissal
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found within our strategic 
directions. If we focus on 
creating more authentic 
learning tasks our students 
wouldn’t be able to simply 
ask ChatGPT to generate a 
response.  In addition, this 
type of learning encourages 
growth of 21st Century Skills 
such as communication, 
problem solving, critical 
thinking, and collaboration. 
As we work as a district to 
learn more about AI and 
ChatGPT and how we can use 
these tools to empower our 
students, I would encourage 
you to have conversations 

with your children about 
what and who they are 
interacting with online. 
Encourage them to think 
about the tools and resources 
they may be using and if 
their use meets the standard 
of them creating their own 
work . Take time to learn 
about both the benefits and 
pitfalls of AI, ChatGPT, and 
other tools your children may 
be experimenting with, and 
reach out to your students’ 
teachers, school counselors, 
and principals with questions 
you have. Like all of you, we 
are learning more and more 

each day about AI and how it 
is and will continue to impact 
our students and our school. 
We will inevitably have to 
review some of our current 
policies and procedures 
moving forward, but I am 
hopeful we can all keep an 
open mind about how best 
to serve our students while 
ensuring we have their best 
interests in mind.

Yours in Service,

Justin M. Gross

On Tuesday, April 25 the elementary students were excited to welcome Iowa author Jill 
Esbaum for a visit. Jill has published over 50 children’s books, both fiction and nonfiction, and 
she spent the day visiting with students, preschool through 3rd grade, to share her experiences 
as an author. Students even had the chance to be the very first to read her newest book, 
Stinkbird Has a Superpower, which won’t be available in stores until May 16. It was a great 
opportunity for students to get some first-hand insight into the writing process, from the first 
idea to the finished product.

AUTHOR VISITS WES



Winterset Community School District • Beacon Newsletter • MAY 2023

-3-

Lunch Menus 
Use the new school app for the most up to 

date menus each day.

Elementary Lunch Menu
Middle School Lunch Menu

JH/HS Lunch Menu

CHANGE OF ADDRESS/PHONE
When you have a change of address or 

phone number, please contact the school or the 
administration office. It is important for the school 
to have updated information on our students for 
messages and emergency situations.

Free & Reduced-Price 
Meals Applications 

- Log into your Parent Portal
- Click on More, then click on Meals Benefits
- Complete Free & Reduced Form, click Submit

You will receive confirmation in your Parent Portal 
inbox once the application is processed. Questions: 
Call the administration office at (515) 462-2718.

SCHOOL FEES
Attention parents: This year’s school fees were 

due October 15th. You may pay them through your 
Parent Portal, at any of the school offices or at the 
administration office.

STUDENT/PARENT HANDBOOKS

The Winterset Student/Parent Handbooks are posted 
on the district website under the Parent tab. We 
have produced a district-wide handbook that aligns to 
board policies and current state law. The handbook 
includes addendums for each school, covering building 
specific expectations. Paper copies are available in 
each school’s office. All students are expected to follow 
the policies, procedures and expectations. Please take 
the time to review the handbooks with your child.

Students in 8th grade science created a campaign for 
change to bring awareness to what humans are doing 
to our environment.  The classes invited community 
members to attend a public showing of their campaigns.  
Students pitched their ideas and answered questions about 
their respective class campaigns.
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Silver Cord sign up is begin-
ning. Silver cord is a voluntary 
community service program 
that encourages students to 
complete a variety of commu-
nity service activities during 
their high school years. 

Students are encouraged to 
complete 40 hours a year, 
each year for a total of 160 by 
graduation. Students can join 
later if they want, but need to 
make sure to achieve the total 
hours if they want to wear the 
cords at graduation. 

We work with a variety of com-
munity groups to post activi-
ties that students can partici
pate in and the students con

tact the community members 
if they are interested in the 
activity. Since its inception 6 
years ago, Winterset students 
have logged more than 7,000 
hours in the community serv-
ing. There are over 100 mem-
bers at WHS currently. 
 
Forms will be available on 
the electronic backpack & 
student emails and need to 
be returned by the end of the 
school year if students want to 
begin receiving opportunities 
via email. 

 Please contact Jessica Gib-
bons at the high school if you 
have any questions. jgibbons@
winterset.k12.ia.us

SILVER CORD SIGN UP

HUSKY HELP DAY

MAY 9TH, 8AM
(RAINDATE MAY 10)

WHS SENIORS WILL BE 
GIVING BACK TO THE 
WCSD COMMUNITY

email jgibbons@winterset.k12.ia.us 
with questions
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WHS Guidance WHS Guidance DepartmentDepartment
Visit the Guidance Webpage at www.winterset.k12.ia.us/Page/1552.

Most seniors have received their FAFSA.  If there has been a change due to illness, job loss, etc., please contact the 
college that you plan on attending and make any necessary changes.

FINAL TRANSCRIPTS WILL BE SENT TO ALL COLLEGES BY THE END OF JUNE!   
Immunization records will be sent with all final transcripts. 

Scholarships:
ALL scholarships listed are on the Winterset High School’s guidance page.

The Horatio Alger Assn. Career & Technical Scholarship Program offers over one thousand scholarships at up to 
$2,500 each to high school graduates that will be enrolled in an eligible program in the fall of 2018. Applicants 
should exhibit a strong commitment to pursue and complete a career or technical program (up to 2 years), 
demonstrate critical financial need, demonstrate perseverance in overcoming adversity and be a US citizen. For 
more information and to apply, visit https://scholars.horatioalger.org/scholarships/about-our-scholarship-programs/
technical/. Deadline: June 15.

Abbott & Fenner Scholarship Program: $1000.00 scholarships awarded. Students will submit an essay on the topic 
that appears on the scholarship page of the web site www.abbottandfenner.com/scholarships.htm . Deadline is June 
10.

The Iowa PGA/ Charlie Burkart Scholarship is open to any graduating senior within our section boundaries and 
any graduating student of an Iowa high school. It is awarded every year to one recipient, the winner will receive 
$1000 each year of full-time attendance for four years at a college or university of their choice. The application is 
available online at http://www.iowapgafoundation.org/charlie-burkart/ and must be sent to the Iowa PGA Section 
office by June 18.

BigSun Scholarship 2020 will be offering an annual scholarship to a deserving student to help young athletes 
succeed in their academic pursuits. Applicants will submit a short essay (500-1000) words answering a few 
questions on their website at http://www.bigsunathletics.com/ . Deadline is June 19.

Scholarship for a Smarter Saner World- Acknowledging the importance of Science, Technology, Engineering & 
Math (STEM) as well as the growing need for Behavioral and Mental Health Professionals, the Scholarship for a 
Smarter Saner World — S3W– was created to assist graduates from Winterset, Iowa and Madison County seeking a 
career in: 1) the STEM fields including Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics, and
2) the Mental Health field including Psychology, Social Work, Family Therapy and Psychiatric Nursing. Apply at 
Scholarship for a Smarter Saner World: Home. Deadline is June 30.
lable on the guidance webpage and in the guidance office or the administrative office and may be completed 
anytime now through August. 
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WHS Guidance Department, Continued / Guidance Webpage

Local Loan Opportunities

Updated: Winterset graduates should be aware that our school is privileged to have two well-funded loan 
programs.
The Lillard-Miller and Eva Rogan Funds were established to help students finance post high school education. 
The funds are financed through private contributions. Loans are available for up to $1,000 per year per student 
and a maximum of $3,000 per student. No interest is charged, but the loans must be paid back. Applications are 
available on the guidance webpage and in the guidance office or the administrative office and may be completed 
anytime now through August. The FAFSA should be filed by July 1! This application helps determine eligibility 
for Pell Grants and State aid. You may be more qualified than you think! File it today!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:  Highschool Family Engagement is scheduled for August 17, noon-8 PM. All 
Freshmen will get a final schedule and their locker assignment with their combination.  You will also have 
an opportunity to find your classrooms. 
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ADMISSION PRICESADMISSION PRICES
BUY TICKETS ONLINE ON TICKET SPICKET BUY TICKETS ONLINE ON TICKET SPICKET 

IN ADVANCE OF THE GAMEIN ADVANCE OF THE GAME

Admission prices to all Varsity events will be $6 
for everyone. Tournaments will be $6 for everyone.  

Junior high events will be $4 for adults and for 
students.

SPRING
ATHLETIC CALENDAR

Check for updates at raccoonriverconference.org 
or call the high school at 462-3320.

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS/BOYS TRACK
DATE     TIME   LEVEL    OPPONENT SITE    
May 3 4:00 PM Coed-V RRC Meet Carroll
May 11 4:00 PM V Districts Carlisle
May 18-20   TBA V State Drake Stadium

JUNIOR HIGH TRACK
DATE     TIME  LEVEL  OPPONENT SITE    
May 2 4:00 PM Boys I35 Truro
May2 4:30 PM Girls ADM ADM
May 5 4:00 PM Boys RRC Winterset
May 5 4:30 PM Girls RRC Ballard
 HIGH SCHOOL BOYS SOCCER
DATE     TIME LEVEL  OPPONENT SITE    
May 1 5:30 PM V/JV DM Christain DMC
May 2 5:30 PM JV/V Boone Boone
May 5 4:30 PM JV/V Van Meter Van Meter
May 9 5:30 PM  JV/V     Bondurant-Farrar Winterset
May 11 5:30 PM  JV/V     Carroll Earlham
May 16 TBA V       Substate TBA
 
HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS SOCCER
DATE     TIME  LEVEL    OPPONENT SITE    
May 1 5:30 PM JV/V Norwalk Winterset
May 2 5:30 PM V/JV Boone    Winterset
May 9 5:30 PM JV/V Bondurant-Farrar BF
May 11 5:30 PM JV/V Carroll Carroll
May 13 9:00 AM V Tourn Nevada Nevada
May 15 5:30 PM     V/JV       Carlisle Carlisle
May 20 5:30 PM V TBA Winterset

HIGH SCHOOL GOLF
DATE TIME  LEVEL   OPPONENT SITE    
May 2 10:00 AM Coed Atlantic                      Nishna HIlls
May 4 4:00 PM Boys-V Van Meter       LVCC
May 6 9:00 AM Boys V Glbert  Gilbert
May 8 9:00 AM CoedV RRC Meet        Ames
May 10 9:00 AM Boys-V Sectionals    Fox Run

May 11 2:30 PM Girls JV/V Perry/DC-G       Beaver Creek 
May 15 10:00 AM Boys-V Districts      Atlantic 
May 17 10:00 AM Girls-V Regionals          TBA
May 23-24  TBA Boys-V State          TBA
May 26-27   TBA Girls-V State          TBA

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL
DATE     TIME   LEVEL    OPPONENT SITE    
May 15 5:30 pm JV/V MTSM MTSM
May 16 5:30 pm JV/V Creston Creston
May 22 5:30 pm JV/V North Pok                   North Polk
May 23 4:30 pm 9th  ADM ADM
May 24 5:30 pm JV/V Bondurant-F Bondurant
May 25 5:30 pm JV/V Carlisle Winterset
May 26 5:30 pm JV/V Oskaloosa                   Winterset
May 31 5:30 pm JV/V DCG                       Dallas Center
May 30  4:15 pm 9th       B-F  Bondurant 
May 31 5:30 pm JV/V Boone Winterset

HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL
DATE     TIME   LEVEL    OPPONENT SITE    
May 22 5:30 pm JV/V North Polk Winterset
May 23 5:30 pm JV/V Valley  Winterset
May 24  4:30 pm 9/JV/V Bondurant-Farrar Bondurant 
May 25 4:30 pm 9/JV/V Carlisle  Winterset
May 27 TBA V  Winteset Tourney Winterset
May 30 4:00 pm 9/JV/V DC-G  Dallas Center
May 31 4:30 pm 9/JV/V Boone                   Winterset
Jun 1 5:30 pm JV/V Ballard                            Winterset
Jun 3 TBA V  Valley Tourney Valley

JUNIOR HIGH BASEBALL
DATE     TIME   LEVEL    OPPONENT SITE    
May 31 10 am 7 A & B ADM ADM
 10 am 8 A & B ADM Winterset
Jun 2 10 am 7 A & B Ballard Winterset
 10 am 8A & B  Ballard Ballard

JUNIOR HIGH SOFTBALL
DATE     TIME   LEVEL    OPPONENT SITE    
May 30 4:00 pm 7/8 A/B I-35 Winterset
May 31 10:00 am 7/8 A/B            ADM                       ADM 
Jun 1 10:00 am 7/8 A/B NV Winterset
Jun 2 10:00 am 7/8 A/B  Ballard Winterset

TENNIS (IN INDIANOLA)
LINK TO GIRLS
LINK TO BOYS
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2023 Husky Football Development Camp
______________________________________________________________________________________

Mission: ALL athletes will be prepared to be in position to be successful by playing hard, playing
fast, and having fun.  This camp is for all Middle School students (flag football, little husky
football, and anyone interested in football) and Junior High student athletes.

The camp will promote sportsmanship and physical activity through the promotion and
support of football for the young athletes of our community.  It is the goal of the program to
provide a life of participating in multiple sports and develop the total athlete.

Date: Tuesday  August 1st - Thursday  August 3rd

Grades: 4th - 8th (Based on Fall 2023)

Registration: PLEASE REGISTER EARLY SO WE CAN HAVE A COUNT FOR T-SHIRTS.

Camp Fee: $30 (Checks:  Winterset Football) (2nd Athlete ½ Price - 3rd Free)  Includes Camp T-Shirt

Where: HIgh School Facility (South of Game Field)

Safety Note: Parents-Please drop and pick up your athlete by the gate on South 4th Ave. by Athletic
Building.   Please do not access the drive to the athletic facility.  Thank you.

2023 Camp Schedule

Dates Grades 4-6 Grades 7-8

Tuesday August 1st - Thursday August 3rd 8:30 - 10:00 AM 10:15 - 11:45 AM

Camp Emphasis: Learn Proper Fundamentals of the game through drill emphasis.
Small group fundamentals and Team Building and Activities

Camp Equipment: Shorts or sweats Football Shoes (Not Required)
T-Shirt or Sweatshirt No Hats or Jewelry

Contact information:
Coach Dennis Shaw (School)  *Winterset High School*  *624 Husky Drive*  *Winterset, IA 50273*

*515.462.3320
(Home)  *Dennis Shaw*  *1224 West Court Ave..*  *Winterset, IA 50273*

*515.745.6807

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This Camp Waiver must be signed and returned with fee prior to participation in camp.

In consideration of this application, I intend to be legally bound, hereby for myself, my heirs, executors,
and administrators, waive and release any and all rights and claims for damages I may have against the
Winterset Public Schools, the camp staff, or any other person associated with this camp, for any and all
damages which may be sustained and suffered by me in connection with my association with this camp.

Athlete:  _______________________________________ Parent/Guardian:  _____________________________

Date: _______________________________________ Grade:    ______________      Cell # ____________________________
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Winterset Huskies Youth Speed and
Agility Training

The Winterset Boys and Girls track programs would like to invite all incoming male and
female 3rd-8th grade students to participate in a summer speed and agility program.
This program is designed to help our young athletes improve their overall athletic ability
by teaching specific techniques and participating in competitive drills. This is meant to be
for all athletes who are looking to improve in these areas, not just for those interested
or involved in track.

Each session will last approximately an hour and will include a warm-up, sprint technique
development, speed/agility drills, and then competition/games. We will focus on straight
line speed, lateral quickness, changing direction, and reacting to environmental cues.

Location:Winterset High School Competition Gym

Dates: Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays
May 28 and 30
June 1, 4, 6, 8, 11, 13, 15, 18, 20, 22, 25, 27, and 29
July 6, 9, 11, 13, and 16

Time: 5:45pm to 6:45pm for incoming 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students
7:00pm to 8:00pm for incoming 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students

What to bring: Please make sure your athlete comes prepared with a good pair of
running shoes (NO TRACK SPIKES or SANDALS), appropriate workout clothing (shorts
and t-shirt recommended) and a water bottle.

Cost: $5 per athlete at each session or prepay for the sessions in advance. Cash or check
will be accepted. Checks can be made payable to Winterset Girls Track.

If you have any questions about the sessions, please call Head Coach Corey Bradley at
(515) 493-8636 or email at cbradley@winterset.k12.ia.us.
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Registration Form
Click here to register online.

Please return this form to Coach Bradley by May 24th, 2023. You can include
payment with the form, pay at the first session, or pay at the beginning of each
session.

*Please return this form to Coach Bradley (in person, via email, or mail to 2150
152nd St, Winterset, IA 50273). Thank you!

Athlete Name: ________________________________________________________ 23-24 Grade: _______________

Parent’s name (s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

Best phone number to reach a parent: __________________________________________________________________

Location:Winterset High School Competition Gym

Dates: Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays
May 28 and 30
June 1, 4, 6, 8, 11, 13, 15, 18, 20, 22, 25, 27, and 29
July 6, 9, 11, 13, and 16

Time: 5:45pm to 6:45pm for incoming 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students
7:00pm to 8:00pm for incoming 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students

Cost: $5 per athlete at each session or prepay for multiple sessions in advance. Cash or
check will be accepted. Checks can be made payable to Winterset Girls Track.

Parental Permission-please read carefully before signing

I give my son/daughter permission to participate in the Winterset Huskies Speed and Agility training
program. I understand that while these drills and competitions are generally safe activities, there is a risk
of both minor and serious injuries. I assume full responsibility for the cost of any training-related injuries
and clear the program and its employees of any liability related to the reasonable and practical operation
of the sessions.

____________________________________________ ____________________________________
Parent Signature Date
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       Summer can be such a fun time with family and friends!   
      Unfortunately, the break from school can cost students some of the   
      academic gains they have worked hard to achieve.  Research shows the  
      loss can be significant.  For some students, the slide sets them back so  
      much, that they have to work twice as hard the next year to catch up 
and       keep up with others in their class.  For more information and resources,  
           please check out the following website: https://extension.umn.edu/
supporting-     learning/preventing-summer-slide Also, check out the resources below  
      for additional support over the summer. We can’t wait to see you next  
      year!

MackinVia:  MackinVia is online software that gives students access to ebooks and audiobooks. This can 
be accessed via your browser or IOS/Android apps.  Visit https://www.mackinvia.com/  User ID: 7056winte 
(elementary) or 7056wintm (middle school)  Password for both levels: haea11 

Smithsonian Tween Tribune:  This is a great website where students can access information about current events.  
Check it out here:  https://www.tweentribune.com/ 

Visit our local library! Check out the summer reading program–it’s fun for kids and adults!
https://www.wintersetlibrary.org/

Start a reading list as a family! 
Goldfinch Award winners (picture books) 
https://www.iasl-ia.org/awards/book-awards/goldfinch-award-k-3-winners#h.etcch44pgyvl 
Iowa Children’s Choice Award winners (chapter books) 
https://www.iasl-ia.org/awards/book-awards/iowa-childrens-choice-4-6
Mensa for Kids Excellence in Reading…choose from K-3, 4-6, and nonfiction lists. When you finish the list, you 
can send away for a free T-shirt! 
https://www.mensaforkids.org/achieve/excellence-in-reading/

ConnectEd: ConnectEd is a digital resource connected to our building curriculum resources for students.  With their 
own private login, students are able to access rich resources, tools, and games they have engaged with during the 
school year, with the ability to access below and above grade level games as well.  We have enabled this resource to 
serve our students through July 31, 2023. The website is https://my.mheducation.com/login?logout=true 

First In Math:  Using innovative game-based learning technologies, students are provided with instant feedback, 
direct instruction, and the freedom to make mistakes without penalty. Games are scaffolded from the pre-
kindergarten level through eighth grade and beyond to provide an onramp to success with engaging content.  
Students 1st-6th grade can log in here:  https://www.firstinmath.com/

Tang Math:  Are you looking for an activity that will allow your child to continue learning and have fun over the 
summer break? Then check out Greg Tang’s Summer Break Math Challenge! Find these resources here:  https://
tangmath.com/summer
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WINTERSET LIBRARY SUMMER OFFERINGS
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WINTERSET PARKS & REC 
SUMMER OFFERINGS
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Stay Connected with WCSD!
Upgraded Website:

• www.winterset.k12.ia.us
• District homepage updated weekly 
• School homepages are updated frequently  

with information
• Daily calendar of events for schools as well 

as athletics/activities is located on district 
homepage

Electronic Backpacks:
• Located on both the district and school 

homepages - includes fliers, newsletters, 
important and timely information

Instagram:
 @wintersetschools

Facebook:
Winterset Community  
School District:  
@wintersetschools  

Winterset Huskies for 
Athletics and Activities 
updates:  
@WintersetHuskies

All buildings now have 
their own pages

Twitter:
• WintersetSchools: @WintersetSchool
• Winterset Huskies for Athletics and Activities 

updates: @WintersetHusky
• All schools now have their own pages too

Infinite Campus: 
• Must have a portal account - contact your 

school’s office or the Administration Building  
to request account

Madisonian:
• Article by Superintendent every other week


