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 For most districts, 
the onset of February 
means that it is time to 
begin planning for the 
upcoming school year. 
As a district, we are 
required to have the 
board certify the budget 
for the 2023-2024 school 
year by April 15th and 
as such, the work of 
preparing the budget and 
making staffing decisions 
is well underway.  

Certified enrollment 
count is the number one 
driver of our district’s 
budget. Certified 
enrollment  is the 
number of students that 
are verifiably enrolled 
in our schools. Each 
enrolled student in then 
allotted a set amount of 
money that the district 
receives to educate 
them. Unfortunately, 
our certified enrollment 
number dropped by 
35 students this year, 
which will impact the 
funding we receive for 
the 2023-2024 school 
year. The graph below 

as staff choose to retire 
and/or leave the district 
for other reasons, we will 
assess whether we can 
absorb that position or if 
we can rehire at a lower 
employee cost. 

Moving forward, we will 
continue to look for ways 
to better align out staffing 
level to fit our current and 
future realities. 

No one should be alarmed 
by this information; we 
are sharing it simply to 
keep you abreast of the 
situation our district is 
facing. Ultimately, the 
district is in a strong 
financial position to 
weather this decline in 
enrollment and decrease 
in state revenue if we take 
steps each year to keep in 
line with our enrollment. 
Due to our proximity to 
Des Moines 

illustrates the number of 
students currently served 
by grade level. The orange 
line represents the average 
grade size across the 
district (124 students per 
grade).  

As the graph indicates, 
classes at the high school 
are above the 124- student 
average, while classes at 
the elementary are below 
the average. As a district, 
we are taking steps to 
prepare for this projected 
decrease in enrollment. 
First, we are offering an 
early retirement package 
to our staff over the next 
two years. Additionally, 

and the quality of life 
that Winterset offers, it 
is possible trends could 
change. I believe the 
work that the city is 
doing with regards to 
their strategic plan will 
make Winterset an even 
more desirable location 
for families. 

Winterset is, and 
will continue to be, 
a strong district that 
offers students a great 
education with a variety 
of opportunities. While 
things may look a 
little different, the 
steps we take now 
and over the next few 
years will allow us to 
meet these challenges 
while ensuring our kids 
receive the best possible 
education. 

Yours in Service,

Justin M. Gross

February Monthly Highlights

February 13 - No School (PD Day)
February 22 - HS Conferences (3:30 - 7:30)
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When Is It Too Cold For School?
	 In Winterset we try to quantify just how cold is too cold for school. Generally, if the National Weather Service Forecast 
for the morning is for a windchill warning, classes will be canceled. In most cases, the decision will be made the night 
before. However, we can’t always predict what will happen in the morning with our buses. Sometimes in temperatures 
warmer than a windchill warning, our buses struggle to start and stay running. In those cases, a decision to cancel or 
start late is made as soon as possible in the morning.  

When Is It Too Snowy For School?
	 Families should expect less notice when school is canceled for heavy snow. Road conditions are tested and several 
websites are viewed for information on weather and road conditions. Mr. Gross also consults with other Madison County 
and neighboring school districts.

	 	 Making the decision to start late, cancel or continue school as planned is a difficult decision that takes into account 
many factors. Most importantly, we consider our students’ safety first.
When WCSD makes a decision to change plans, we utilize our Winterset Community Schools app 
that calls, texts and e-mails parents and staff. We also post the change of plans on our district 
website, app,  and notify local media.

Reminder for Junior High School Families:   

Winterset Junior High students will be touring Des Moines Area Community 
College in Ankeny to explore ten academic and career focused pathways with 

over 240 programs.  If you have any questions, please contact Suzy Busta, 
school counselor at WJH  (515) 462-3336. 

February 7th - 8th grade 
February 21st - 7th grade 

*Please remember to bring a sack lunch
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Lunch Menus 
Use the new school app for the most up to 

date menus each day.

Elementary Lunch Menu
Middle School Lunch Menu

JH/HS Lunch Menu

CHANGE OF ADDRESS/PHONE
When you have a change of address or 

phone number, please contact the school or the 
administration office. It is important for the school 
to have updated information on our students for 
messages and emergency situations.

Free & Reduced-Price 
Meals Applications 

- Log into your Parent Portal
- Click on More, then click on Meals Benefits
- Complete Free & Reduced Form, click Submit

You will receive confirmation in your Parent Portal 
inbox once the application is processed. Questions: 
Call the administration office at (515) 462-2718.

SCHOOL FEES
Attention parents: This year’s school fees were 

due October 15th. You may pay them through your 
Parent Portal, at any of the school offices or at the 
administration office.

STUDENT/PARENT HANDBOOKS

The Winterset Student/Parent Handbooks are posted 
on the district website under the Parent tab. We 
have produced a district-wide handbook that aligns to 
board policies and current state law. The handbook 
includes addendums for each school, covering building 
specific expectations. Paper copies are available in 
each school’s office. All students are expected to follow 
the policies, procedures and expectations. Please take 
the time to review the handbooks with your child.

All Kindergarten students must be up 
to date on their preschool shots and 
have received their 4 year old boost-
ers of Dtap, Polio, MMR and Varicella. 

All 7th grade (and above) students 
must show proof of having received a 
Tdap (Tetanus/Acellular Pertusis) vac-
cination booster AND a Meningococ-
cal vaccination on or after 10 years of 
age, before the first day of school.

All 12th grade students must show 
proof of receiving 2 DOSES of Me-
ningococcal vaccine; or 1 dose if first 
dose was received at 16 years of age 
or older before the first day of school. 
		        
All Kindergarten students must have 
a dental screen performed between 
the ages of 3 and 6 years old with 
a dental certificate on file.  All 9th 
grade students must have a current, 
within the
past 12 months, dental certificate on 
file.

All Kindergarten and 3rd grade stu-
dents must have a current,
within the past 12 months, vision cer-
tificate on file.
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In the new year, the Winterset Student Council has been 
planning multiple projects for the coming months. Plans 
for potential dress-up days and activities are underway for 
Valentine’s Day in two weeks - more information to come 
out soon. The council is also gathering in committees to 
plan out the details of the Mother-Son Dance, which will 
occur on March 24. We held two meetings in January 
and plan to have a third one on the 31st to discuss food 
services for the school. On January 28th, 24 students and 
staff members from the student council and National Honor 
Society packed meals at Meals from the Heartland for a 
couple of hours. We are looking forward to finishing out 
these projects soon and have had a successful year so far.

Article by Lily Applegate, secretary
Advisor: Jessica Gibbons

BEST BUDDIES NEWS

The WHS Best Buddies Club went bowling in Stuart on 
Saturday, January 21st. We had approximately 20 students 
and staff attend our monthly social event. The students 
had a great time bowling and eating lots of pizza! Our 
next social will be in February.  

Our chapter is always looking for new members.   If your 
child is interested in building lasting and meaningful 
friendships and creating an inclusive environment at 
WHS, please have them reach out to our chapter leaders.

Jaycee Hatten (chapter president)
23jhatten@winterset.k12.ia.us

Callie Drake (chapter vice president)
23cdrake@winterset.k12.ia.us

WHS STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS

Bowling Fun

Meals From the Heartland

Lana McDonald (chapter advisor)
lmcdonald@winterset.k12.ia.us
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WHS Guidance WHS Guidance DepartmentDepartment
Visit the Guidance Webpage at www.winterset.k12.ia.us/Page/1552.

HIGH SCHOOL 
CONFERENCES 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 
22nd 3:30PM-7:30PM

Registration for Courses
We will be registering students for 
courses for next year.  We work on 
this process with groups here at 
school.  We value the parents’ in-
put in this process.  Proper course 
selection and sequence is very 
important to a student’s success 
in high school and beyond. If you 
have any concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact us.

When it comes to money for your 
education, it’s easy as… 1, 2, 3.  
Applying for financial aid is fast 
and easy with the online Free 
Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA).  Visit the Department 
of Education’s web site – www.
fafsa.ed.gov or see the counsel-
ors in the Guidance Center. For 
student financial aid information, 
eligibility criteria, and the various 
student aid programs, you can call 
toll-free 1-800-4FED-AID.

The next ACT at Winterset is April 
15th with registration deadline of 
March 10th (March 24th with late 
fee). Below you will find a link to 
information about a special offer 
your student may use to receive 
discounted access to an online 
ACT and/or SAT study guide to 
help students prepare for the ACT 
and/or SAT test.  This program 
is offered through the National 
Federation of State High School 
Associations (NFHS).  Professional 
athletes and other organizations 
fund the program.  The cost of a 
standard ACT or SAT study pro-
gram is usually $350, but through 
this program, each is available for 
$20.00, which covers licensing, 
registration, customer support, 
shipping, or online access fees.

The link below provides order-
ing information and additional 
information about all programs.  
The online program or DVD can 
be ordered using a credit card or 
check.

www.eknowledge.com/IAHSAA

Career opportunities in the 
Electrical Construction Industry 
are available to minorities and 
females.  The Electrical Appren-
ticeship program is open to high 
school graduates or persons with 
a GED, 18 years of age and over 
who have successfully completed 
not less than one year of high 
school algebra.  The Apprentice-
ship program is an “earn as you 
learn” program providing on the 
job training and classroom in-

struction.  Contact Ron at 515-
224-4349 or 800-572-6191, web-
site http://www.dmelejatc.org/.

Scholarships!
Information is available on the 
Guidance Page of WHS Website.

The Winterset Local Scholarship 
Application is available on the 
high school’s website or in the of-
fice. The application qualifies stu-
dents for over 30 different schol-
arships around Madison County. 
Deadline is March 1, no late 
entries will be accepted.

The Iowa Farm Bureau Foundation 
Scholarship will award fifty-four 
$1,000 scholarship awards to 
students pursuing the completion 
of a two or four-year undergradu-
ate degree. The tuition awards will 
be distributed in $500 increments 
during fall 2021 and spring 2022 
semesters. Six district winners will 
be selected in each of the nine 
Iowa Farm Bureau Federation Dis-
tricts. (Madison Co is in District 8). 
Applications are available on the 
guidance page of the WHS web-
site. Deadline is February 3.

The Madison County Farm Bu-
reau Scholarship will award two 
(2) $500 scholarships to Madison 
County students.  Also, $1,000, in 
$100 increments, may be awarded 
to additional winners at the dis-
cretion of the scholarship com-
mittee.  Applicants must be from 
Madison County, have a GPA of 
3.0, and plan to enter a profession 
or vocation requiring at least a 
minimum of two years of college. 
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WHS Guidance Department, Continued / Guidance Webpage

Applications are available on the 
guidance page of the WHS web-
site. Deadline is February 3.
 
Winterset Lions Club Scholarship 
Program will award two scholar-
ships, one worth $1,000 to a WHS 
student enrolled in a four-year 
college and one worth $500 to a 
WHS student enrolled in a two-
year program. Applications are 
available on the guidance page 
of the WHS website. Deadline is 
March 1.

Winterset PEO Chapter AG appli-
cations are now available on the 
guidance page of the WHS web-
site. The Winterset PEO Chapter 

AG is providing a $500 scholar-
ship for a female high school stu-
dent graduating in May 2021 with 
a GPA of 3.5 or higher. For more 
information about PEO, please 
visit their website at http://www.
peointernational.org/. Deadline is 
March 15.

The Winterset Community Educa-
tion Association (WCEA) schol-
arship will be presented at the 
Winterset High School Awards 
Ceremony in May. It is a $500 
scholarship. It will be awarded to 
a student who is planning on ma-
joring in education. Applications 
are available on the guidance 
website. Deadline is March 15.

*These scholarships and more are 
on the guidance page of the WHS 
website. Link

Loans
The Lillard-Miller and Eva Ro-
gan Funds were established to 
help students finance post high 
school education. The funds are 
financed through private contri-
butions. Loans are available for 
up to $1,000 per year per student 
and a maximum of $3,000 per 
student. No interest is charged, 
but the loans must be paid back. 
Applications are available on the 
guidance webpage and in the 
guidance office or the administra-
tive office and may be completed 
anytime now through August. 

Term 2 Renaissance Award 
Winners

 These students were chosen by teach-
ers based on character, volunteer work, 

leadership, and/or academic commitment. 
Students can only win once in their high 

school career. Union State Bank provides a 
$50 award for each student. 

Congrats!!
They are in order from L-R.

USB Rep Mark Baudler
9- Luca Wetzel

10- Cheyenne Capps
11- Zac Mortvedt
12- Callie Drake
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ADMISSION PRICESADMISSION PRICES
BUY TICKETS ONLINE ON TICKET SPICKET BUY TICKETS ONLINE ON TICKET SPICKET 

IN ADVANCE OF THE GAMEIN ADVANCE OF THE GAME

Admission prices to all Varsity events will be $6 
for everyone. Tournaments will be $6 for everyone.  

Junior High events will be $4 for adults and for 
students

FEBRUARY
ATHLETIC CALENDAR
Check for updates at raccoonriverconference.org 

or call the high school at 462-3320.

ACTIVITIES TICKETS
The passes that are 

available are: 

1.  Student Pass ($55)
2.  Adult Pass ($100)
3.  Family Pass ($250)

These passes are 
good for all Junior High 
and High School regular 
season events.  

To purchase your 
tickets & passes for the 
21-22 school year go to 
Ticket Spicket.com or 
download the app.

Activity Passes for the 
2022-2023 school year 
will need to be purchased 
through Ticket Spicket.

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL
DATE	     TIME	   LEVEL       OPPONENT	 SITE    

Feb 7	 4:30 PM	 9/JV/V-G/B		  ADM	 ADM
Feb 10	 4:30 PM	 9/JV/V-G/B		  Ballard	 Winterset

JUNIOR HIGH BOYS BASKETBALL
DATE	     TIME	   LEVEL       OPPONENT	 SITE    

Feb 2	 4:15 PM	 7th	 	 Boone                         Boone MS
	 	 8th	 	 Boone                     Winterset JH
Feb 6	 4:15 PM	 7th	 	 Carlisle                      Carlisle MS
	 	 8th	 	 Carlisle                    Winterset JH
Feb 7	 4:15 PM	 7th	 	 Norwalk                  Winterset MS
	 4:30 PM	 8th	 	 Norwalk                    Norwalk MS
Feb 14	 4:15 PM	 7th	 	 Bon-Far                   Winterset JH
	 	 8th	 	 Bon-Far	 Bon-Far
Feb 16	 4:15 PM	 7th	 	 Ballard                       Ballard MS
	 	 8th	 	 Ballard                    Winterset JH
Feb 20	 4:15 PM	 7th	 	 ADM                    ADM HS South
	 	 8th	 	 ADM                       Winterset JH
Feb 21	 4:15 PM	 7th	 	 Perry                                  Perry
	 	 8th	 	 Perry                     Winterset JH
Feb 23	 4:15 PM	 7th	 	 Carlisle                   Winterset JH
	 	 8th	 	 Carlisle                     Carlisle MS

HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING
DATE	     TIME  LEVEL    OPPONENT	 SITE    
Feb 4	 TBA	  V		 	 State Regionals	 Corralville
Feb 11	 TBA	  V		 	 District Tournament	 ADM
Feb 16-18	  V		 	 Dual State                Wells Fargo

WHS HUSKY HELP 
DAY DATE: 

MAY 9, 2023

Please contact 
jgibbons@winterse.k12.ia.us with 

questions or donations
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OFFERINGS FROM WINTERSET PARKS AND REC

APPLY TODAY: 
https://forms.gle/cVEcvAnkBMszK8Ss7
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Stay Connected with WCSD!
Upgraded Website:

•	 www.winterset.k12.ia.us
•	 District homepage updated weekly 
•	 School homepages are updated frequently  

with information
•	 Daily calendar of events for schools as well 

as athletics/activities is located on district 
homepage

Electronic Backpacks:
•	 Located on both the district and school 

homepages - includes fliers, newsletters, 
important and timely information

Instagram:
	 @wintersetschools

Facebook:
Winterset Community  
School District:  
@wintersetschools  

Winterset Huskies for 
Athletics and Activities 
updates:  
@WintersetHuskies

All buildings now have 
their own pages

Twitter:
•	 WintersetSchools: @WintersetSchool
•	 Winterset Huskies for Athletics and Activities 

updates: @WintersetHusky
•	 All schools now have their own pages too

Infinite Campus: 
•	 Must have a portal account - contact your 

school’s office or the Administration Building  
to request account

Madisonian:
•	 Article by Superintendent every other week


