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Winterset Community School District

WINTERSET, IOWA

I want to start this 
month by thanking all 
of you who voted in the 
special election to extend 
the Physical Plant and 
Equipment Levy (PPEL). 
With your support the 
district will be able to 
utilize these funds to 
maintain our buildings and 
equipment until 2035.

We had another great 
Homecoming Week this 
year punctuated by a 
big win for our football 
team. I want to thank 
all of our community 
members, police, and the 
sheriff’s department for 
all of their support during 
Homecoming. It truly 
takes all of us working 
together to make it a safe 
and successful week for 
our students.

As we enter October, 
we are quickly beginning 
to work on updating our 
district Strategic Plan and 
developing a “Profile of a 
Husky Graduate.” We are 
looking to garner input 
from our staff, students, 
business owners, and 
community members to 
better understand what 
type of skills our students 
need to graduate with to 
be college, career, and life 
ready. We have identified 
a group of approximately 
50 staff and community 
members who will serve 
as our Key Community 
Stakeholder group and 
help craft the district 
strategic plan and Profile 
of Husky Graduate. 
While this committee 
will work to develop the 

final drafts, there are 
several opportunities 
for additional staff and 
community members to 
provide input during this 
process. I have outlined 
those opportunities below, 
and we will share more 
information about each as 
the time gets closer.

Thursday, October 27th: 
HS Auditorium

- 3-4:00 PM Focus 
Group Session for Parents 
and Community Members 
to provide input around 
the district strategic 
planning process.

- 4:30-7:30 PM - 
Community Conversation 
around Profile of a Husky 
Graduate

November 17-December 
10th:

- Community-wide 
online survey soliciting 
insight for strategic plan 
and Profile of a Huksy 
Graduate

Virtual Zoom Meeting 
Opportunity (Date & Time 
TBD):

- Opportunity for more 
stakeholder input around 
a Profile of a Husky 
Graduate

The input from the 
above-mentioned 

sessions will be given 
to the Key Community 
Stakeholder Group, 
district administration, 
and the board of education 
as we work to craft an 
updated strategic plan 
that will guide the work 
in the district for the next 
three to five years. In 
addition, the input will 
aid in the development 
of a Profile of a Husky 
Graduate that will identify 
the knowledge, skills, 
and dispositions that our 
community and district 
feel are essential for 
all of our graduates to 
possess. The board is 
currently scheduled to 
get an updated final draft 
of both documents at our 
meeting in December. 
We would like to thank 
all of you in advance for 
your contribution to this 
process. It’s a GREAT 
time to be a HUSKY!

Yours in Service,
Justin Gross

October Monthly Highlights
Oct. 3rd: HS Conferences

Oct. 5th: Picture Retakes JH & HS
Oct. 14th: Picture Retakes MS

Oct. 5th & 12th: MS Conferences
Oct. 27th: Picture Retakes Elem

Oct. 11th & 13th: Elementary Conferences
Oct. 21: 2 Hour Early Dismissal

Oct. 24: NO SCHOOL-Teacher PD



Winterset Community School District • Beacon Newsletter • October 2022

-2-

HOMECOMING 2022:
LIGHT UP THE NIGHT
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FFA News

September has been an extremely busy month 
for the Winterset FFA Chapter! We have had 
several big events such as our Back to School 
Picnic, South Central CDE Day, and of course 
our homecoming float! We have also reached 
the final stages of planning the Drive-in 
Movie! 

Our Back to School Picnic was a huge 
success, we has many new members attend! 
We are so excited to see the growth that our 
chapter has made and the amount of diversity 
that we are starting to see. 

On the 20th we attended the annual South 
Central CDE day. We had 16 members travel 
with us to Osceola, all of which participated 
in a contest that would prepare them for 
their CDE this year. We members participate 
in livestock judging, horse judging, and 
vet sciences. Results will be posted on our 
Instagram and Facebook page when they 
arrive!

This week our float will appear in the 
homecoming parade and we are super excited 
to promote our chapter to the community! Our 
hardworking committee members (Megan 
Riley, Christensen, Gracelynn Brown, Emma 
Bradley, Landry Kaysen, and Matthew 
Brakhane) will be assembling the float before 
the parade and some of our chapter members 
will be riding in it! Special thanks to the 
Christensens for purchasing all the supplies 
and for all of their support!

As a reminder our Drive-In Movie will be 
on October 15th. The kids movie this year is 
Beetlejuice and will start at 6:30. Our adult 
movie is still up for debate so if you have 
any ideas please email Landry Kaysen at 
26lkaysen@winterset.k12.ia.us. The adult 
movie will start at 9:00. There will be a 
concessions stand and a photo op, stop by and 
support our chapter!

Winterset Student Council 

2022 Homecoming, “Light up the 
Night” was a success! Important 
traditions like the dance and the parade 
were more successful than ever this 
year. Students were able to participate 
in spirit seminars with decorating, a 
color war, and various other activities at 
each building in the district. 3 different 
assemblies were held by the senior 
athletes, band, & cheer squad.
Student Council is also working hard to 
plan new activities that give back to the 
community and promote school spirit 
while keeping favorite ones. Currently 
there are over 80 members in this 
student-led group.
Student Council is always taking new 
applicants; sign up is easy!

Winterset Silver Cord

Winterset Silver Cord is a service 
organization where students choose their 
service projects and then log hours in a 
computer program. Each year they aim 

for 40 hours for a total of 160 hours upon 
graduation. After completion, silver honor 

cords are given. The organization also 
awards certificates for 50 & 100 hours. 
Currently there are over 150 students 
participating. If you have volunteer 

opportunities, please contact Advisor Jess 
Gibbons @ jgibbons@winterset.k12.ia.us 
Also email if you are a student and would 

like more information to join. 

mailto:26lkaysen@winterset.k12.ia.us
mailto:jgibbons@winterset.k12.ia.us
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WHS Guidance WHS Guidance DepartmentDepartment
Visit the Guidance Webpage at www.winterset.k12.ia.us/Page/1552.

INFORMATION 
SENIORS SHOULD 
KNOW
Iowa’s three public universi-
ties (Iowa State University, 
The University of Iowa, and 
the University of Northern 
Iowa) will maintain their 
minimum high school course 
requirements for admission 
for incoming freshmen; the 
Regent Admission Index 
(RAI) will replace their tradi-
tional upper-half class rank 
requirement.

The universities will com-
pute an RAI score for each 
applicant that will be based 
on the student’s high school 
grade point average, per-
centile class rank, ACT or 
SAT scores, and the num-
ber of years of core courses 
the student will complete 
in grades 9-12.  Detailed 
information concerning the 
new admission requirements 
may be found online at www.
state.ia.us/regents/RAI/index
•	 All seniors should 
have had a conference with 
Mrs. Erickson or Miss Slag-
ter. At this interview your in-
dividual folder was reviewed 
and updated.  Your folder is 
also your transcript, so it is 
important that it is up-to-date 
before college applications 
are sent. If you have not met 
with one of them, please 
come in asap. 
•	 Seniors should be 
aware of the ACT’s which 
will be administered here on 
Saturday, October 22nd. The 
deadline was September 
16th. Late registration dead-

line is September 17-30 (with 
late fee). The next ACT held 
at WHS will be on December 
10th. Register at actstudent.
org 
•	 Juniors & Seniors! 
Please pay attention to 
the guidance page on the 
school’s website and morn-
ing announcements.  Mes-
sages concerning college 
visits and scholarship infor-
mation will be online, in the 
announcements and posted 
on the school’s Facebook 
and Twitter pages.
•	 Seniors must be aware 
of the deadline for applying 
at certain colleges.  Some 
select colleges have a dead-
line of Dec 1.  Please check 
in the Guidance center and 
we will help you find the 
deadline dates.  You are 
encouraged to visit a college 
of your choice.  Follow the 
proper procedures as out-
lined in your student hand-
book.

•	 BEWARE of scholar-
ship search and financial 
aid service organizations 
that charge a fee for service.  
Much of the information you 
may be seeking is available 
at no cost.  Check with a 
counselor or search for free 
on the web site www.colleg-
eplanning.org.

THE 2022-23 FAFSA: WHAT 
TO KNOW

The FAFSA launches Octo-
ber 1st, an early application 
means a better chance at 
more money.

You’ll report your 2020 tax 
info.
There’s no need to update it 
after filing your 2021 taxes.
October 12th at 5:30 PM, 
ICAN Presents: FAFSA Step-
by-Step Completion Assis-
tance Event. Register HERE.

   

COLLEGE VISITS
Juniors and Seniors are 
encouraged to visit college 
representatives when they 
visit our school. Students 
may visit representatives 
as many times as needed 
during Learning Seminar 
time. Seniors may use up to 
two (2) days for on-campus 
visits.  Additional days for 
on-campus college visits are 
subject to approval by the 
principal.  Seniors wishing to 
make on-campus visits must 
pick up the proper form from 
Mrs. Wetzel two (2) days in 
advance of the visit.  Seniors 
must have all of the signa-
tures necessary and their 
work made up in advance 
for the visit to be approved.  
A college representative 
must sign the form during 
their visit.  The form must be 
returned to the office imme-
diately after the visit.  If all 
the procedures are not fol-
lowed, the absence will be 
considered a truancy and the 
student will receive the ap-
propriate consequence.
Juniors and Seniors must 
let their Learning Seminar 
teacher know that they are 
visiting a college represen-
tative. The College Repre-
sentative will be in the office 

http://www.state.ia.us/regents/RAI/index
http://www.state.ia.us/regents/RAI/index
http://actstudent.org
http://actstudent.org
http://www.collegeplanning.org
http://www.collegeplanning.org
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TnOlxi7MRoq2j2XFP5QK5w
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Visit the Guidance Webpage at www.winterset.k12.ia.us/Page/1552.

conference room.

VISITING COLLEGES

September 29-	 U.S. Air 
Force
September 30-	 ISU
October 12-	DMACC
October 18-	Cornell

The Guidance office will be 
taking groups of juniors and 
seniors to visit colleges or 
other events also, if you are 
interested, please sign up in 
the office (space is limited). 
The following visits are cur-
rently planned:

September 29-	 DMACC
October 14-	Southwestern 
Community College (CTE 
day)

TESTING, TESTING, 
TESTING

There are a lot of tests given 
during the fall.

The ACT’s will be given here 
in October, December, Feb-
ruary, April and June.  These 
are four, 35-60 minute tests 
in academic areas of eng-
lish, mathematics, reading, 
and science reasoning.  Col-
leges in the Midwest, West 
and South commonly prefer 
the ACT’s. Students receive 
four separate scores plus a 
composite score.  Now most 
schools will accept either the 
ACT or the SAT. You MUST 
pre-register for the tests at 
www.actstudent.org.

The PSAT/NMSQT test will 
be given on October 12th 

to high school juniors na-
tionwide.  We encourage 
sophomores to take them 
for practice.  The PSAT is a 
useful indicator of scholastic 
aptitude as well as the basis 
of some merit scholarships.  
Also, the PSAT, adminis-
tered by the College Board, 
is the source of some col-
lege mailings that you will 
receive. The cost of the test 
is $18.00.  If you have any 
questions, see the guidance 
department and sign up in 
the office.
	
The Armed Services Voca-
tional Aptitude Battery (AS-
VAB) is a multiple-aptitude 
test that covers eight areas 
including science, word 
knowledge, mathematics, 
and mechanical comprehen-
sion. It assesses a student’s 
ability to learn new skills and 
is a predictor of success 
in training and education 
programs.  The program is 
administered by civilian Edu-
cation Services Specialists 
who have no recruiting func-
tion.  The ASVAB is offered 
each fall, this year it will take 
place on November 10th.  If 
you would like to take the 
ASVAB, please sign up in 
the office.
TRANSFERINIOWA.ORG
Taking community college 
courses?  Planning to attend 
a Regent university?  Learn 
how your Iowa community 
college credit will apply to-
ward a degree at:  Iowa 
State, University of Iowa, or 
the University of Northern 
Iowa.  Visit www.TransferIn-
Iowa.org

The Iowa Page Program is 
open to high school juniors 
and seniors who would like 
to serve as legislative pages 
during the 2023 legislative 
session. The Iowa Senate 
and House of Representa-
tives are accepting applica-
tions. 
For more information visit 
their website at www.legis.
iowa.gov/careers Deadline is 
October 14th!

Last Dollar Scholarship Op-
portunity is intended to cover 
any remaining gap between 
federal and state grants/
scholarships and tuition and 
qualified fees. This program 
is to help people achieve 
education or training in high-
demand jobs by paying the 
tuition for those who enroll in 
one of the 48 pre-identified 
occupational programs. For 
more information, check out: 
https://iowacollegeaid.gov/
LastDollar 

SCHOLARSHIPS and 
LOANS - are all listed on the 
guidance page of the school 
website, click here.
 
~Iowa’s Bullying and Suicide 
Prevention Hotline, Your Life 
Iowa is available 24/7 {visit: 
www.yourlifeiowa.org call: 
855-581-8111 or text: TALK 
to 85511}

http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.TransferInIowa.org
http://www.TransferInIowa.org
http://www.legis.iowa.gov/careers
http://www.legis.iowa.gov/careers
https://iowacollegeaid.gov/LastDollar
https://iowacollegeaid.gov/LastDollar
https://www.winterset.k12.ia.us/o/whs/page/whs-guidance
http://www.yourlifeiowa.org
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   OCTOBER

Check for updates at raccoonriverconference.org 
or call the high school at 462-3320.

HIGH SCHOOL 9TH & VARSITY FOOTBALL

DATE	     TIME  LEVEL  OPPONENT	 SITE    
*Senior Night*
Oct.7	 7:00	 V			   Council Bluffs TJ           Winterset
Oct. 10   5:30	 9th		  Carroll	 Winterset 
Oct.14	 7:00	 V			   DM Hoover	 Hoover
Oct.21	 4:15/7:00	9/V		  Lewis Central	 LC
Oct. 28	 7:00	 V			   TBA		 Playoffs

HIGH SCHOOL JV FOOTBALL

DATE	     TIME  LEVEL  OPPONENT	 SITE    
Oct. 3	 6:00 pm	 JV		  Bondurant-F	 Winterset
Oct.10    6:00 pm	 JV		  Norwalk	 Norwalk

JUNIOR HIGH FOOTBALL

DATE	     TIME  LEVEL  	 OPPONENT	 SITE    
Oct.4	 4:15 pm	 7th		  Ballard                          Winterset 
		  8th		  Ballard                              Huxley
Oct.11	 4:15 pm	 7th		  Carlisle	 Carlisle
		  8th		  Carlisle                        Winterset

HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL

DATE	     TIME  LEVEL  OPPONENT	 SITE    
Oct. 1	 9 am	 V           Waverly Shell RockTourn 	WSR
Oct. 4	 5:30 pm	 JV Black/Gold/V     ADM	 Winterset
Oct.6	 5:30 pm	 JV Black/Gold/V    Atlantic          Winterset
Oct.8	 8:30 am	 JV Gold            Waukee Tourn	 Waukee
Oct.11	 5:30 pm	 JV Black/Gold/V    Ballard	 Ballard 
Oct.15	 9 AM	 V                    Winterset Tourn	 Winterset
Oct.15    8:30 am   JV Gold			    Waukee Tourney  Waukee
Oct.18	 7:00 pm	 Varsity Regionals	 TBA	
Oct.20	 7:00 pm	 Varsity Regionals	 TBA

ATHLETIC 
CALENDAR

GAME TICKETS
A new school year is upon us and with it comes 

a new year of athletic competition. We are looking 
forward to outstanding seasons in all areas.

	   Activity Passes for the 2022-2023 school year 
will need to be purchased through Ticket Spicket.  

The passes that are available are: 

1.  Student Pass ($55)
2.  Adult Pass ($100)
3.  Family Pass ($250)

These passes are good for all Junior High and High 
School regular season events.  

To purchase your tickets & passes for the 22-23 
school year go to Ticket Spicket.com or download the 
app. 

2

ADMISSION PRICES
Admission prices to all Varsity events will be $6 for 

everyone.  Junior high events will be $4 for adults.

JUNIOR HIGH VOLLEYBALL

DATE	     TIME  LEVEL  	 OPPONENT	 SITE    

Oct.6	 4:15 pm	 7th		  Bondurant-F             Bondurant 
		  8th		  Bondurant-F          Winterset-MS                          
Oct.10	 4:15 pm	 7th		  Norwalk                       Norwalk
		  8th		  Norwalk                  Winterset-MS
Oct.11	 4:15 pm	 7th		  ADM                        ADM- South
		  8th		  ADM                      Winterset-MS

		
HIGH SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY

DATE	     TIME  LEVEL  OPPONENT	 SITE    
Oct.6	 4:30 pm	 JV/V	 Atlantic Invite	 Atlantic
Oct.11	 4:00 pm	 JV/V	 RRC Meet                      ADM
Oct	 4:00 pm	 Districts	Multiple Teams                  TBA
Oct	 TBA	 V			   State Meet                   Ft. Dodge

JUNIOR HIGH CROSS COUNTRY
DATE	     TIME  LEVEL  	 OPPONENT	 SITE    
Oct.6	 4:00 PM	 7/8		  Atlantic Invitational	 Atlantic
Oct.11	 4:00 PM	 7/8		  RRC Meet	 ADM

https://www.raccoonriverconference.org/g5-bin/client.cgi?G5genie=151
http://Spicket.com
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CRISP Winter Wear Program 
 
Is your child in need of a 
winter coat, boots, snow 
pants, hat or gloves for the 
upcoming season?  If this 
will be a hardship for you or 
your family to provide, 
please call Community 
Resources in Service to 
People (CRISP) at 
515-462-9400.  CRISP has 
a good selection of new and 
gently worn winter wear 
items.  ​PLEASE CALL 
FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
BEFORE STOPPING IN​ so 
that we may limit the 
number of people in the 

office at one time and better meet your needs.  If you are in need of 
assistance, but are not a current CRISP client, please contact us for 
information on how to access CRISP services.  
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All Kindergarten students must be up to date on their preschool shots and 
have received their 4 year old boosters of Dtap, Polio, MMR and Varicella. 

All 7th grade (and above) students must show proof of having received a 
Tdap (Tetanus/Acellular Pertusis) vaccination booster AND a Meningococcal 
vaccination on or after 10 years of age, before the first day of school.

All 12th grade students must show proof of receiving 2 DOSES of Meningo-
coccal vaccine; or 1 dose if first dose was received at 16 years of age or older 
before the first day of school. 
		        
All Kindergarten students must have a dental screen performed between 
the ages of 3 and 6 years old with a dental certificate on file.  All 9th grade 
students must have a current, within the
past 12 months, dental certificate on file.

All Kindergarten and 3rd grade students must have a current,
within the past 12 months, vision certificate on file.
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CCoommee  JJooiinn  UUss!!  

Visit www.scholastic.com/fair and search for Winterset Elementary School to 
preview books and shop the online catalog (online shopping available  
Oct. 11 – Oct. 24).  
 

Last year’s fair was a huge success thanks to all  
of yyoouu! Thank you for supporting our library!  

We hope to see you there! 

WHO: All elementary school students and their families! 
WHAT: Scholastic Book Fair 
WHEN: Oct. 11 and 13, 3:30 – 7:30 pm (during conferences) 
WHERE: Elementary school library 
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Stay Connected with WCSD!
Upgraded Website:

•	 www.winterset.k12.ia.us
•	 District homepage updated weekly 
•	 School homepages are updated frequently  

with information
•	 Daily calendar of events for schools as well 

as athletics/activities is located on district 
homepage

Electronic Backpacks:
•	 Located on both the district and school 

homepages - includes fliers, newsletters, 
important and timely information

Facebook:
•	 Winterset Community  

School District:  
@wintersetschools  

•	 Winterset Huskies 
for Athletics and 
Activities updates:  
@WintersetHuskies                           

•	 All buildings now 
have their own 

Twitter:
•	 WintersetSchools: @WintersetSchool
•	 Winterset Huskies for Athletics and Activities 

updates: @WintersetHusky

Infinite Campus: 
•	 Must have a portal account - contact your 

school’s office or the Administration Building  
to request account

Madisonian:
•	 Article by Superintendent every other week

https://www.winterset.k12.ia.us/Domain/8
https://www.winterset.k12.ia.us/
https://twitter.com/WintersetSchool
https://twitter.com/WintersetHusky
https://infinitecampus.winterset.k12.ia.us/campus/portal/winterset.jsp?status=login

