
Revised: June 2006 

Acceptable Use Policy 

 
I. Philosophy: Mesick Consolidated Schools recognizes the importance of using computer 

technology as an essential part of the educational process.  To support this philosophy, 
on-line access is available to staff and students for educational purposes including 
classroom activities, career development, and limited high-quality self-discovery 
activities. 

a. Though much of the information available via the Internet can be culturally, 
professionally, and personally enriching the Internet does provide access to 
information that may be inaccurate, offensive, or illegal.  The Internet is 
currently unregulated.  Mesick Consolidated Schools cannot be held responsible 
for the content of the Internet or for other people’s actions while using the 
Internet.   

II. Responsible Use: It is our school policy that all technology resources will be used in a 
responsible, ethical, and legal manner.  Use of the Internet is a privilege. 

a. Guidelines for proper Internet use: 
i. Use the Internet for educational purposes – use your time on the 

Internet wisely.   
ii. Ask your teacher for permission before playing games or music.   
iii. Do not download any files without permission.   
iv. Avoid chat rooms and personal instant messaging, as they are 

prohibited. 
v. Exercise good judgment when visiting sites – visit sites that are relevant 

to your classroom assignment.   
1. If you have questions about the appropriateness of a website, 

ask your teacher for approval. 
vi. Be polite and use appropriate language in on-line communications. 

1. Be careful to avoid jokes or statements that might offend 
others.  Written words may not be interpreted as you intended. 

vii. Avoid giving personal information to others over the Internet. 
1. Protect your name, address, phone number, and social security 

number. 
viii. Respect the privacy and rights of others. 

1. Do not attempt to access any application or file belonging to 
another individual. 

ix. Report the misuse of the Internet or any technology resource to a 
teacher immediately. 

x. Be conscious of copyrights.  
1. Do not send or receive copyrighted material without 

permission. 
2. Ask your teacher for assistance if you are unsure. 

III. Vandalism:  Vandalism is defined as defacing, disassembling, tampering with or 
destroying any part of the computer hardware or software.  Vandalism also includes 
any attempt to harm or destroy data of another user, the network, the Internet, or any 
connected agency or network, including damage caused by viruses.  Vandalism will 
result in the cancellation of Internet privileges and any additional disciplinary action 
deemed appropriate.  Students may not download programs or files without permission 
from a supervising teacher.  If a student is determined to have caused damage to the 
computing environment, payment for the repair or replacement of damaged hardware 
and/or software may be required of the offender. 

IV. Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA): Since December 2000, the federal 
government has required schools and libraries to: 

a. Include measures to block or filter pictures that are obscene, contain child 
pornography, or are harmful to minors. 

b. Adopt a policy to monitor the online activities of minors 
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c. Adopt a policy addressing:  
i. Access by minors to inappropriate matter on the Internet and World 

Wide Web 
ii. The safety and security of minors when using electronic mail, chat 

rooms, and other forms of direct electronic communications 
iii. Unauthorized access, including so-called "hacking," and other unlawful 

activities by minors online 
iv. Unauthorized disclosure, use, and dissemination of personal 

information regarding minors 
v. Restricting minors' access to materials harmful to them 
vi. CIPA does not require the tracking of Internet use by minors or adults. 

d. You can view the FCC CIPA brief online at 
http://www.fcc.gov/cgb/consumerfacts/cipa.html. 

e. Mesick Consolidated Schools monitors the online activities of students by using 
Microsoft Internet Security & Acceleration Server.  Web-content filtering is 
accomplished by using SurfControl.  Students violating the Acceptable Use 
Policy face the consequences listed in the “Student Declaration” section. 

Student Declaration 

When using computers, I, understand that educational functions must always take precedence 
over other activities.   
 
I realize that inappropriate use of resources and equipment, and/or inappropriate behavior 
may lead to penalties that could include revoking my computer privileges, disciplinary action 
(including criminal liability), and/or financial liability.   
 
I agree not to use the computer for inappropriate or illegal exchange of information, and to 
comply with all school, state, and federal laws concerning Internet use.   
 
I will accept responsibility and liability for the results of my actions as regards to computer and 
Internet use.   
 
I release Mesick Consolidated Schools and all related organizations from any liability relating to 
consequences resulting from my use of the Internet. 
 
User’s full name (printed): _____________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Agreement 

I have read the terms and conditions of the Acceptable Use Policy for Internet access and 
understand that Mesick Consolidated Schools are not responsible for materials published on the 
Internet and I will not hold the school or any employee of the school responsible for material 
my student may acquire via the Internet.   I understand that Internet access provided at Mesick 
Consolidated Schools is intended for educational purposes only.   
 
I agree to my student’s use of the Internet and other computer resources and technology.   
 
I agree to accept any financial and/or legal responsibility that may result from my student’s 
irresponsible or inappropriate actions while using the Internet or the computing hardware or 
software available at Mesick Consolidated Schools.   
 
_______________________________________________   ___________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature       Date 
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