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CONCORD CLASSIC WEEKEND: Thank you to all the people that made Concord Classic Weekend 2018 another huge 
success.  Concord Classic Weekend 2019 will be held June 21-23. We are planning on making next year even better.  Just a 

reminder...this is a great weekend to plan a class reunion or other gathering. Go, Jackets!

Contact Us
Administration Building .................... 517.524.8850
Food Service ......................................... 517.990.3603
HS Office ............................................... 517.524.8384
MS Office .............................................. 517.524.8854
Elem. Office .......................................... 517.524.6650

Board of Education
Aaron Strouss ............................................ President
Chriss Adams ................................... Vice President
Steve Sinden ...............................................Treasurer
Candy McCorkle ....................................... Secretary
William Brigham ..........................................Trustee
Jean Dobbins-Miller .....................................Trustee
Tony Brooks ...................................................Trustee

Digital Media
Website:  ............................www.concordschools.net

Upcoming School Events:
AUG 14 .....................K-12 Registration 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
AUG 15 ....................... K-12 Registration 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
AUG 20 .................................... Meet Your Teacher Night
        EL 5:30-6:30 p.m. & MS 6:00-7:00 p.m. &
        HS 6:30-7:30 p.m.
AUG 22 ...................................FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
       ½ Day Dismissal at 11:05 a.m. 
AUG 31 ................ NO SCHOOL - Labor Day Weekend
SEPT 5  .........................................Picture Day (EL & MS)
SEPT 6 .................................................... Picture Day (HS)
SEPT 7 .................................. Community Tailgate 5 p.m.
SEPT 28 ........................................................ Homecoming

Concord HS Alumni Association:
Did you know Concord Schools has an active Alumni 
Association?  You can learn more by finding us on 
Facebook or calling Jeff Brigham at 517-921-8203.  
A new website will be coming soon.  The Concord 
High School Alumni Association’s Annual Banquet 
takes place in the high school gym each year on the 
Saturday following graduation.

• Pride  
• Tradition
• Scholarship 
• Relationships
• Lifelong involvement
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Concord Classic 5K Group

Honoring Retired Concord Teachers at Classic Weekend.

Concord Classic 5K Run



There is a lot to be proud of in our community 
right now.  Our school and our community are 
coming together in ways that are extremely exciting.  
The Concord Classic was a blast and it is a great 
example of a collaboration between the schools and 
our village that made for a good time for all.  Have 
you seen the Concord magnets all over Jackson 
County?  I routinely see them at the mall and in 
various places outside our village.  We have lots of 
magnets and it is our goal to show all of Jackson 
County how proud we are to be Yellowjackets.  
Stop by the Administration Office to grab your free 
magnet.  

Another exciting happening is the collaboration 
beginning to happen between the village, townships, 
local leaders, the library, and the school.  Next week 
will be the first of what I hope are regular meetings 
with all of us working together to make Concord 
the best community for families in Jackson County.  

On a personal note, I’d just like to thank our school 
board members.  Many probably don’t realize that 
our school board members take no pay at all for 
their time and many of them put in dozens of hours 
each month preparing for meetings, attending 
meetings, and serving on committees.  It is this kind 
of civic leadership and servanthood that is helping 
to propel us forward.

I hope you enjoy the Alumni Spotlight in this 
issue.  It is our goal to celebrate our alumni in each 
issue and we’d love your feedback or ideas for this.  

Superintendent’s 
MESSAGE: Pride

content management, and 
even media rights and 
licensing. Meanwhile, 
Courtney’s interest and 
work in content strategy 
and user experience steadily 
increased. Following 
nearly a decade in Chicago, 
she relocated to New York 
City and joined the New 
York Public Library as its 
content strategist. In that 
role, she led efforts to redesign the homepage, navigation, 
and underlying webpages of NYPL’s website to reflect its 
broad mission to serve all New Yorkers. She is currently a 
product manager at NYPL and oversees all aspects of its 
website, working closely with user experience designers 
and web engineers to improve existing functionality and 
deliver new features. Courtney lives in Manhattan with her 
French bulldog, Hara, as well as with a quirky assortment 
of toys, art, and collectibles.

Concord School-Linked Health Center
The Concord School-Linked Health Center was present 

at the Concord Classic on June 23, 2018, with the Safe 
Archery for Everyone 
(S.A.F.E.)  Many youth 
and adults demonstrated 
their archery skills 
with the goal to hit the 
bullseye.  The Concord 
School-Linked Health 
Center provides access 
to health care and mental 
health services to all 
youth in our community 
and the surrounding 
areas.  We accept 
all insurances.  The 
Center is open Monday, 
Tuesday & Thursday, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  We are 
located at 203 N. Main St. in Concord.  E-mail address is:  
concordschoolcenter@gmail.com.  Our phone number is 
517-750-7393.  Website is concordslhc.weebly.com.  We 
are currently doing sports physicals for upcoming sports 
season.  We welcome anyone to stop by and receive a tour, 
and we will answer any questions.

Concord Branch Library
Summer reading programs came to an end on July 28th.  

The grand finale party is on Saturday, Aug 4th from 1 
pm to 4 pm at Blackman Park/CP Federal Credit Union 
Square. There will be music by artist Kevin Devine and 
a local Jackson band: Airtight.  Dance to the music; stay 
for the fun!  There will be special prizes for the VIPs who 
complete the Summer Reading Program.  

When you are starting your new school year, don’t forget 
to visit our kid’s page at http://myjdl.com/kids/.  You will 
find lists of cool books, websites, Tumblebooks, Bookflix 
and links to the kids and teens digital collections.  Among 
the links are homework helps, kids’ apps, games, and all of 
our really cool programs.

“How Do Dinosaurs Learn to Read” 
by Jane Yolen for grades preschool 
to Grade 2 is our featured book.  Get 
ready to laugh at this lighthearted, 
heartwarming, and funny approach to 
books! Children sometimes feel the task 
of learning to read is overwhelming, 
but the winning combination of rhyme 
and illustrations here provide a perfect way to present the 
subject in a comical, engaging, and nonjudgmental way. 
The contrast of enormous dinosaurs in kid-sized bedrooms 
(with human parents) adds irresistible humor as families 

Alumni Spotlight
After graduating from CHS in 1999, Courtney McGee 

went on to receive a liberal arts education from Oberlin 
College. From there, she moved to Chicago and began her 
career in digital content and web development. Starting 
as a digital editor, Courtney edited videos and wrote 
supplemental text materials for a K-12 educational media 
website. When Discovery Communications acquired the 
company she worked for in 2006, she was presented with 
opportunities to develop expertise in video production, 

Spring Reading Results Show Big Gains
Reading is the most important skill our kids develop at 

Concord Schools.  Our kids have to be lifelong learners 
because the work world is changing so quickly.  Reading is 
the key skill that enables our students to learn throughout 
their lives.  Therefore, we believe it is important to 
regularly measure our students reading skills with a test 
that is used nationally.  This test gives us information about 
our students that helps us meet their individual needs and 
informs our teaching.  Concord Schools has chosen Lexia’s 
RAPIDS assessment for these purposes.  We are one of 
several Michigan schools using this assessment.  We are 
EXCITED to say that our students made significant gains 
last year as reported on 
our May test.  The test 
is taken in all grades (K-
12).  This past spring our 
district scores improved 
13%.  That means that 
almost 100 students 
who entered school in 
the fall below grade 
level achieved grade 
level by May.  Thanks to 
our teachers for buying 
into this assessment and 
working hard to help our 
students achieve high 
levels of success.

Concord Food for Thought
During the school year, Concord 

Food For Thought partners with the 
Food Bank, Concord PS Food Mart, & 
Prairie Farms to give packs of food and 
milk vouchers to any student preschool 
– high school, that might be in need of 
food over the weekend.  For the 2017-2018 school year, we 
were able to help over 80 students and gave out over 2,700 
packs of food.  We are a 501C3, please consider donating 
to our program. If interested, you can send a donation 
to P.O. Box 141, Concord, MI 49237.  We are always in 
need of volunteers to pass out packs on Friday’s - if you are 
interested, please email concord.fft@concordschools.net.

 Concord Food For Thought also received a grant from the 
food bank for the Fresh Food Initiative for 2018.  The Food 
Bank delivers fresh food select weeks during the summer 
and the 2nd Saturday of each month, beginning September 
8, for the rest of 2018.  We are in need of 
volunteers to help pass out food - if you 
are interested in volunteering please email 
concord.fft@concordschools.net.

explore the do’s and don’ts of reading. Both practical and 
engaging, this book shows dinosaurs getting into all sorts 
of reading-related trouble! But of course, in the end, the 
dinosaurs learn how to carefully handle their books, read 
out loud, and read a lot!

Concord Branch Library Dates: 
Aug 1: Stories & Teddy Bear Picnic!  
Aug 8: Stories & Water Time Fun! 
Aug 8: Craft - Mason Jar Night Light for kids 9 to 17.  
   (Registration required.)  
Aug 10 @ 7pm: ABC Sisters - music for all ages.
  The sisters sing in beautiful 3-part harmonies in this tribute act to
  the Anderson Sisters. 
Sept 10: Concord Community Storywalk
  “Mighty Mighty Construction Site “ by Sherri Duskey Rinker,
   Tom Lichtenheld (Illustrator). Grades K-2 will be taking a walk from         
   the elementary school to the library where pages of the story will be  
   featured along the way.  Open to members of the community as well       
   from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.
Sept 19 @ 4:00 pm:  Kid’s craft -make a Marble Maze.
Sept 26 @ 11:00 am: Adults – Genealogy 101

Concord Book Jackets is an adult book club that meets on 
the third Monday of every month at 1:00 pm.
 
Visit www.myjdl.com for additional information on all of 
the events at the Concord Branch Library.



Concord Elementary 
Kindergarten: 

Kindergarten at Concord 
is a great place to learn 
and play.  Our program 
is designed to provide 
children with many learning 
experiences to help them 
grow academically, socially 
and emotionally.

Early literacy skills are taught right from the start.  
Students learn to recognize, print, and pronounce letters 
and sounds.  They learn several dozen sight words, and 
they use their phonetic skills to read.  Reading groups 
are taught according to skill level, with several children 
reading chapter books by the end of the year.  Students 
are also introduced to the writing process as they learn to 
write stories and class books using “kindergarten spelling” 
(developmental).  Students study many authors throughout 
the year, and many become “hooked” on listening to chapter 
books read aloud for the first time!  This year, every student 
also had reading instruction through the online program 
Core 5, with a weekly goal of 60 instructional minutes. 

In math, children will master numeral recognition and 
formation to 20 or beyond.  They count to 100 and develop 
a strong number sense to solve mathematical problems, 
including simple addition and subtraction.  Measurement, 
shapes, and classification are additional kindergarten 
math concepts.  Expressing mathematical thinking is also 
expected.

Science and social studies are integrated through 
various themes, such as “Living Things”, “Weather”, “Our 
Neighborhood” and more.  Students learn to develop the 
skills of observation and recording data.

A big part of kindergarten involves practicing appropriate 
social skills.  Working successfully with others is our goal.  
Self-control, personal responsibility, and good listening 
skills are all developed through lots of experience at work 
and at play.

Mostly, children learn that school is a wonderful place to 
learn!  Our loving staff strives to help each child reach his 
or her full potential.

Young Fives:
The Young Fives program is often referred to as a gift of 

time for our younger students. Our Young Fives class is for 
kindergarten aged students who may have a late summer 
or fall birthday or who may need a little more time to adjust 
to the structure of school.  

Young Fives provides a slower paced curriculum than 
a traditional kindergarten class.  We focus on learning 

letters, sounds, numbers, and sight words with a heavy 
emphasis on developing social skills.  Our students are 
exposed to several hands-on manipulatives to help guide 
their learning.  Students are allowed interactive time with 
classmates to engage in play.  We value the importance 
of play among children to develop their imagination and 
dexterity, as well as their physical, cognitive, and emotional 
strength.

Jr. First Lego League:
Jr. FLL is the robotics program for our K-3 students.  

Concord Elementary School has four different Jr. FLL teams 
with over twenty students involved in 
the program.  The challenge this year 
was Aqua Adventure.  Students had 
to design, build, and program models 
designed to protect one of our most 
precious resources: water.  

Concord Elementary School also 
had the great pleasure of hosting a Jr. 
FLL event this year.  Thirteen different 
teams came to the robotics expo from 
all over the state of Michigan.  The students were awarded 
certificates for their creativity and use of resources.  

provides students with an opportunity to develop skills 
using Tinkercad to create things such as keychains, cookie 
cutters, and sunglasses.  Coding a robot, designing a roller 
coaster, building a working wind turbine, and using solar 
panels to put a cart through a variety of challenges are just a 
few of the intriguing hands-on challenges that are a part of 
the FUSE program.  This program has many connections 
to both math and science, but the learning goes beyond 
that.  

At Concord, the 7th and 8th grade students who do 
not have band were able to benefit from a semester of the 
program.  Every 6th grader had the opportunity to get a 
taste of FUSE by spending a marking period in the program 
and taking MindUp simultaneously. Those who wanted to 
were able to choose to come back to the program for the 
final marking period of the school year.  The middle school 
has a lab dedicated to the FUSE program. Concord is one 
of only three schools in the state of Michigan to have the 
privilege of being awarded this grant.  Concord was also 
one of  only ten schools in the nation to be awarded this 
grant this past year.

While in Chicago, our teachers were able to meet with 
executives of SIEMENS, the seventieth largest company 
in the world, and the company that supported the $26,000 
grant to implement the FUSE program into schools who 
were forward-thinking.  SIEMENS executives made it clear 
that they can find people with the education needed to fill 
positions within their company; one of their main reasons 
for funding this grant was because of the soft skills, like 
being self-reliant, self-starters, problem solvers, and strong 
and positive communication skills, that are fostered by this 
program.

MS Robotics (FTC): 
This year, Concord Middle School hired a new middle 

school robotics teacher and coach.  Mrs. Aimee Hawes 
took over the program and led the students to great success.  
Currently, there are over forty students in the program that 
comprise four different teams - two in the seventh and two 
in the eighth.  This year also brought Concord Middle 
School its first-ever all-girls robotics team that finished in 
the top twenty at their last event.  All teams competed in 
two different FTC qualifying events this year, as well as the 
Consumers Energy Robotics Fair.  

Concord  High School 
2018-19 School Year:

Teachers have already expressed excitement about the 
fall and getting the 2018-19 school year started.  They 
are studying, developing ideas, and looking forward to 

greeting their students enthusiastically and energetically!  
With all of the offerings and excitement (AP courses, 
Jackson Early College opportunities, robotics, music, art, 
and highly qualified, dedicated teachers), there is no better 
place to be than Concord High School!!

HS Robotics:
As the Spring 2018 issue of The Sting noted, CHS secured 

a spot at the robotics Worlds for the second year in a row 
(the only school from Jackson County to do so), and Team 
5205 is getting ready to learn more and apply it to the 2018-
19 season’s competitions!

HS Band:
We are excited to continue building the band program, 

as well, under the direction of our new band director, Mr. 
Kevin Specht.  He said that he is extremely excited to be 
coming to Concord to “build a K-12 music program for all 
students to enjoy.”  He is returning to Michigan with his 
wife who is working on her doctorate in music composition 
at MSU.  

Commencement 2018:
Graduation of the CHS Class of 2018 was a wonderful 

showcase for the “past and future” of Concord High School.  
Mrs. Cassandra Riske, 2008 graduate of Concord, delivered 
a powerful and inspirational speech to our graduates.  She 
spoke through stories from her own journey to incredible 
success about the importance of belief in oneself, 
persistence, and being brave in one’s own life.  From all 
reports, her words of encouragement and inspiration were 
well-received and will be remembered.  And the future 
was given a confident “nod” through our talented and 
accomplished graduates who earned 1.6 million dollars in 
scholarships and grants to help them get started on their 
own journeys to success.  Congratulations to all!

Football 2018: 
The off-season has 

been amazing. Our boys 
have been working their 
tails off all summer. 
Our combination of 
experience, size, skill, speed, and toughness are going to 
ensure that we are competing for a league title and beyond 
this fall! Be sure to come out and watch these young men 
perform. 

Our team motto this year is “brick by brick.” They have 
bought into this idea and are working daily to build a castle 
this season. We will do it one brick at a time. We can’t wait 
to see you cheering us on from the sideline. 

Core 5:
Core 5 has been an excellent reinforcement of 

Common Core curriculum in second grade.   This year 
we implemented Core 5 into our ELA block.  Students 
had the opportunity to work at their own level with 
interventions given when needed.  Students were excited 
to see the connection between Core 5 and lessons taught 
in the classroom. Some of the excitement spilled over and 
students continued Core 5 at home.  

     Core 5 helped us, as teachers, during our ELA 
intervention time.  We used information gathered from the 
Lexia reports to target our instruction to meet the needs of 
each student.   

Imagine Math:
In spring 2018, Concord third through eighth grade 

students piloted an online math curriculum called 
Imagine Math.  Imagine Math is a rigorous, standards-rich 



We went to our first competition at this level, and we were 
happy to finish 7th out of 12 teams. We have set a goal for 
this next year to try to finish in the top 5. We scored well 
in the areas of Gracious Professionalism, Programming, 
and having a clear strategy to accomplish our well defined 
goals.  We really appreciate all the support we have received 
from parents, teachers, and community members.

4th Grade Science, History and Manufacturing:
Camiel Thorrez, a community member, former school 

board member, and longtime supporter of Concord 
Schools, reached out to our grade level. Thanks to this 
outreach, we were able to be involved in some valuable 
activities this year. Camiel’s focus was to educate students 
in the value of manufacturing careers. The students 
enjoyed hands-on experiences, including: putting together 
a wooden precision cut-out replica of the Model T; using 
a lathe to cut out a magnet support, which was a part of a 
1913 Model T engine; using a micrometer to measure the 
accuracy of their part; and a saw demonstration of the 1913 
crank engine. Students also were given the opportunity to 
stamp their initials in their magnet support and take it 
home. 

Concord Middle School 
Student Council:

What a fantastic year it has been at Concord Middle 
School.  A large part of the fun and excitement this year 
was planned and executed by our very own Concord 
Middle School Student Council.  Our student council is 
comprised of 18 students from the 6th through 8th grade.  
They have planned multiple dances, pep assemblies, spirit 
week celebrations, a trip to the viewing of the film Wonder, 
a lock-in, a gingerbread and door decorating contest, 
provided donuts for Veterans and students, a fundraiser 
that raised money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society (Hero Squad), and celebrated friendships with the 
Valentine Friend Grams.

Those who attended the lock-in enjoyed the 2 massive 

supplemental math curriculum that adapts to the unique 
needs of each student.  Their research shows that students 
who complete at least 30 lessons in this program are three 
times more likely to achieve proficiency in math testing at 
their grade level.

Third grade teachers and students embraced the 
opportunity to add this to our program.  Imagine Math 
offered enrichment and helped prepare students for 
their first experience with M-Step testing.  This program 
provided online, live teacher support as well as motivation 
and engagement of students.  As students completed their 
lessons, they earned points toward meeting classroom 
goals, donated to charity, or customized their avatars.

Students and staff look forward to continued learning 
with Imagine Math in the 2018-19 school year.  Please 
contact the school office this summer if you would like 
more information.

3rd Grade Explore Michigan Field Trip:
This year Concord 3rd Graders 

participated in our fourth annual 
Explore Michigan field trip 
experience.  On June 5, 2018 a 
charter bus filled with students 
and chaperones headed north 
out of Concord.

All year, our students study 
Michigan history and geography 
in the classroom.  We are excited 
for them to  have the opportunity 
to participate in a hands-on tour 
to bring Michigan even more into focus.  This two day, one 
overnight trip includes several points of historic and scenic 
interest, such as the Soo Locks and Mackinac Island.  

This is a self-funded trip.  We appreciate all those in our 
community who partner with us in  fundraisers, grants, 
and donations to  help with the cost and make the trip 
possible for students. Each year, students and parents tell 
us this is one of the great memories and highlights from 
elementary school, and we feel privileged to share it with 
them.

First Lego League:
The First Lego League team, which is comprised of 4th-

6th graders interested in robotics, met regularly this school 
year. We had a theme this year of Hydrodynamics. Our team 
had to work together to build the Legos, which were placed 
on a mat. Then, we had to do research about a problem and 
come up with a solution related to Hydrodynamics. We 
made a Core Values poster, as well as program our robot 
to successfully complete mission challenges on our table.

blow-ups, with one being an obstacle course, making 
slime, playing Minute to Win It games for prizes, canvas 
painting, open gym time, all of which was followed up by 
a glow dance.  

The pep assemblies were quite a buzz this year, as the first 
hour classes competed with one another for the bragging 
rights of first done during the fall assembly, and the one 
with the greatest points during the spring pep assembly.  
Student Council created a PowerPoint of inspiration that 
was sent to the varsity football team during Homecoming 
week that included brief challenges completed by each first 
hour class at the fall assembly.  The challenges included 
such events as writing encouraging messages to the 
football team with chalk outside the football field; taking 
a group photo with everyone under the CMS sign; singing 
the Concord fight song as loud as they could; throwing a 
football through a hoola hoop; and taking a proud picture 
around the school mascot, the Mighty YellowJacket, on 
the gym floor.  At the end of the challenge, some amazing 
parents donated their time to help us grill hot dogs, and 
Student Council provided each student with an ice cream 
sandwich.  During the spring pep assembly, students earned 

points by going through multiple obstacle courses, earning 
as many points as they could in the 5 minutes given at each 
station.  The winning class was provided with a pancake 
breakfast that included: orange juice, fruit, and sausage.  
Mrs. Blossom’s class proved to have quite the competitive 
spirit, but multiple other classes were not far behind.

In addition to assemblies, Student Council enjoyed 
planning dances with a variety of themes. Between the 
ever-popular Halloween dance with a costume contest, 
a winter dance with a hot chocolate bar, to a St. Patrick’s 
dance with green necklaces for the attendees, it is hard to 
say which was the favorite amongst the students. However, 
the glow dance after the lock-in was certainly great fun.

Student Council would like to thank the many parents, 
teachers (Mrs. Blossom, Mrs. Smith, Mr. Hersha, Mrs. 
Boswell, Mrs. Hawes, Mr. Zigray, Mr. Cory, and Mr. 
Lehman), and Mrs. Hutchinson without whom our events 
could not have taken place.  We would like to extend a 
special thank you to Mr. Couling.  Not only did he donate 
a large amount of his night after a long day of work to 
continue teaching art for the lock-in, but he donated all of 
the supplies for the students to be able to paint on canvas.  
Thank you!  It really does take a village, and we are proud 
to be part of the best!

FUSE:
FUSE is a STEM program that is being developed by 

Northwestern University.  The program provides students 
with a smorgasboard of challenges. Mrs. Otto and Mrs. 
Hawes spent a piece of last summer in Chicago being 
trained in the FUSE program.  The challenges are both 
hands-on in materials and software.  In 
each challenge, there are ways to level 
up.  Once a task is complete, students 
can use software to design their dream 
home or to redesign a home in the 
Gut Rehab challenge.  Other software 


