
Minutes of the March 31, 2016 Regular Meeting of the  
Fayetteville Board of Education 

 
The meeting convened at 5:00pm in the Adams Leadership Center with President Tim Hudson presiding.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was led by students from Owl Creek School. 
 
Roll Call 
The roll was called and board members Tim Hudson, Steve Percival, Susan Heil, Justin Eichmann, Traci Farrah, Bob Maranto and 
Nika Waitsman were present. 
 
Recognition 
Fayetteville High School students who were named to the 2016 All State band, choir, and orchestra were introduced and honored for 
their achievements.  
  
The Fayetteville High School Winter Guard received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement award for being a finalist in the 2016 
Eminence Winter Guard national competition.  
  
Ramay Junior High school nurse Robin Wyckoff received an Above & Beyond Award for her outstanding work.  
 
Retired Fayetteville Police officer Dan Montgomery received an Impact Award of Excellence for his service to the district as a school 
resource officer for ten years. 
  
Ramay GT students Ian Jackson, Ian Linn, and Ahmad Rawwagah received Recognition of Outstanding Achievement Awards for 
finishing third at the International Youth Silent Film Festival Midwest Competition 
  
FHS-TV received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement Award for finishing 4th at the 2016 Students Television Network 
national convention. 
 
It was announced that the first annual FHS Hall of Greats golf tournament will be Friday, April 22 and the induction ceremony will be 
Saturday April 23. 
 
Consent Agenda 
The Board voted 7-0 to approve the consent agenda.  Justin Eichmann made the motion, which was seconded by Susan Heil. 
 
Board president Tim Hudson noted that information item D, Contracting Custodial Services, is being pulled from the board agenda. 
 
Superintendent Report 
Dr. Paul Hewitt, superintendent, made the following announcements: 

 The district has been notified by Viridian that FHS Phase 2 will receive LEED gold certification. 
 FHS students Kyle Jiang and Meagan Olsen received a perfect score of 36 on the ACT exam. 
 37 FHS juniors have been selected to attend Arkansas Governor’s School. 

 
PLC Contract 
The Board voted 7-0 to approve the PLC contract with Solution Tree.  The contract will allow the district to host a hybrid conference 
this summer to train over 200 staff members.  Steve Percival made the motion, which was seconded by Nika Waitsman. 
 
Monthly Financial Report 
Kathy Hanlon, chief financial officer, reported on the monthly financial report.  Total fund balance is $45,712,361 with a legal balance 
of $13,213,859.  Current investments total $3,000,000.  The monthly expense for administrator and teachers’ salaries is $3,573,777 
with associated benefits of $929,182.   
 
Fayetteville Virtual Academy Update 
JoAnna Lever, director of Fayetteville Virtual Academy, presented information regarding the Fayetteville Virtual Academy.  Ninety 
three applications have been received for the academy so a lottery will not be necessary.  Applications will continue to be accepted 
until the maximum enrollment of 100 is reached, after which a waiting list will be created.  The remodeling of spaces for the academy 
in the Professional Learning Center is almost complete and the campus will open in early April. 
 
Social Worker Salary Schedule 
Greg Mones, director of human resources, presented a salary comparison of social worker pay in the Northwest Arkansas area.  The 
Fayetteville School District is in competition with Rogers and Bentonville for hiring and retaining exceptional social workers.  An 
increase to the district’s social worker salary schedule is being proposed.  The Board will be asked to approve the new salary schedule 
at the April board meeting. 



 
Hissom Property 
Dr. Paul Hewitt, superintendent, presented information on a proposed facility on property the district currently owns on Highway 45 
East known as Hissom Farms.  He outlined plans to construct a school on the property that would initially be home to Fayetteville 
Virtual Academy but could be altered to house a traditional elementary school in the future. 
  
The land was given to the district by the Hissom family in 2007 with the provision that construction on an elementary school be 
started on the property within ten years (March 2017) or the property would revert to the family.   
 
Personnel Items and Adjournment 
The Board voted 7-0 to approve the certified staff changes.  Justin Eichmann made the motion, which was seconded by Susan Heil. 
 
The Board voted 7-0 to approve the classified staff changes.  Justin Eichmann made the motion, which was seconded by Susan Heil. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:27pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________  ________________________________ 
Tim Hudson, President    Traci Farrah, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


