
Minutes of the March 30, 2017 Regular Meeting of the  
Fayetteville Board of Education 

 
The meeting convened at 5:00pm in the Adams Leadership Center with President Justin Eichmann 
presiding.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by students from Happy Hollow Elementary School. 
 
Roll Call 
The roll was called and board members Justin Eichmann, Susan Heil, Tim Hudson, Bob Maranto, 
Nika Waitsman and Megan Hurley were present.  Traci Farrah was absent. 
 
Recognition 
FHS students Marquese Hayes, Hans Corbell and Quinn Stiegman performed several songs before 
the board meeting was called to order.  The trio was part of the Tiny Concert series at FHS.  FHS 
Librarians Sarah Roberson, Lory Hall and Jenny Faucette, created the Tiny Concert Series, to 
highlight student talent in the school. 
 
Connie West, Happy Hollow PE teacher, and Melissa Thomas, director of health services, received 
an Above and Beyond award for their outstanding work in the district. 
 
The Fayetteville High School student council received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement 
Award for raising $12,000 during the Homeless Vigil.  The money raised is used for the district 
Families in Transition program. 
 
The sixteen Fayetteville High School National Merit Finalists Stephanie Beitle, Lucas Bellaiche, 
Winson Chee, Steven Du, Ruby Erickson, David Freeman, Abby Hollis, Kyle Jiang, Ryan Kim, 
Rachel McCann, Jack Meullenet, Meagan Olsen, Sam Schach, Cole Spencer, Carl Stevens, and 
Albert Xu received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement Award.   
 
Holt Middle School and Woodland Junior High each received a Recognition of Outstanding 
Achievement Award for being named an Arkansas Diamond School to Watch. 
 
Board Member Liaison Report 
Tim Hudson, legislative liaison for Arkansas School Board Association, gave an update on recent 
legislation regarding education.  Of special interest are bills pertaining to school choice and school 
millage elections.   
 
Megan Hurley, board representative on the district policy committee, reported that the first meeting 
was held on March 13.  The district policy manual will be aligned with the Arkansas School Board 
Association policies.  A live community link will be available on the district web site for 
community input.  The first section of policies to be reviewed will be Board Governance. 
 
Justin Eichmann, ex-officio member of the Fayetteville Public Education Foundation, reported that 
the Celebration of Excellence will be held on Monday, April 24 at the Arkansas Air Museum.  This 
event celebrates the scholarship recipients and honors the many Foundation donors.  
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Matthew Wendt reported that a Board work session will be held on Wednesday April 5th from 
11:00am-1:00pm. 
 
Dr. Wendt expressed thanks for the support and care that has been extended to Vandergriff 
Elementary School from other schools in the district, parents, surrounding districts, the community 
and people from all over the state and nation.   



 
John L Colbert and Ally Mracheck reported on the 2017 summer lunch and snack program that will 
be held at Owl Creek and the Yvonne Richardson Community Center.  The program is free for 
anyone 18 years old or younger and will be available from June 5 through August 11.   
 
Consent Agenda 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the consent agenda.  Bob Maranto made the motion, which was 
seconded by Nika Waitsman.  By approving the consent agenda, the board approved the minutes of 
the February 23, 2017 board meeting, student transfers, certified and classified staff changes and the 
monthly financial statement. 
 
2017-18 Calendar  
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the revisions to the 2017-18 district traditional and continuous 
learning calendars.  The changes will affect the start and end dates of the school year, parent/teacher 
conferences, professional development and in-service days, CLC schools, new teacher orientation, 
and holidays.  The revisions were proposed and also unanimously approved by the Certified 
Personnel Policies Committee (PPC), which serves as the FPS School Calendar Committee.  The 
Certified PPC met in recent months to discuss the recommended proposals.  The Classified 
Personnel Policies Committee was presented with the changes and offered an opportunity for input 
and feedback.  Tim Hudson made the motion, which was seconded by Nika Waitsman. 
 
Policy 4131 (PD Policy) Revisions 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the revisions to Policy 4131 (PD Policy) that were presented at the 
February 23rd board meeting.  The revisions allow teachers more flexibility when earning their PD 
hours.  Nika Waitsman made the motion, which was seconded by Bob Maranto. 
 
Air Conditioning at Woodland Junior High & Ramay Junior High Gymnasiums 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the HVAC upgrade specifications for the gymnasiums at Woodland 
Junior High and Ramay Junior High.  The cost of the project is $932,750, which will be financed 
with funds from accelerated bond savings from bond refunding.  Tim Hudson made the motion, 
which was seconded by Susan Heil. 
 
2015-16 Audit Report 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the 2015-16 audit report.  Representatives from Hudson Cisne 
presented the final audit report.  The report contained an unmodified “clean” opinion with no 
compliance issues.  Tim Hudson made the motion, which was seconded by Nika Waitsman. 
 
Bus Bids 
Superintendent Dr. Matthew Wendt presented information on the plan to upgrade the fleet of district 
buses.  Bids for the purchase of ten route buses have been received.  The Board will be asked to 
approve the purchase at the April board meeting.  Funds from savings will be used for the purchase.  
A replacement cycle for future bus purchases is being developed.   
 
Curriculum Review and Development Cycle 
Dr. Steven Weber presented information regarding the district’s curriculum review and 
development cycle.  Curriculum review and development will begin with mathematics and music 
education in 2017-18, with implementation in 2018-19.  Curriculum writing teams will be 
comprised of teachers in the district.  Learning will be assessed throughout the year.  This process 
will guarantee a common curriculum throughout the district.  The Board will be asked to approve 
the curriculum review and development cycle at the April board meeting. 
 
 



 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:16pm. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________  _______________________________ 
Justin Eichmann, President    Nika Waitsman, Secretary 
 
 
  




