
 

 

Minutes of the February 27, 2014 Regular Meeting of the 
Fayetteville Board of Education 

 
The meeting convened at 5:00PM in the Adams Leadership Center with President Tim 
Hudson presiding.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by students from Holt Middle 
School. 
 
Roll Call 

The roll was called and board members Justin Eichmann, Tim Hudson, Susan Heil, Bryn 
Bagwell, Jim Halsell and Traci Farrah were present. 
 
Recognition 

The Woodland Robotics team received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement 
Award for winning the Excellence Award and Best Design Award at the Vex Robotics 
tournament held in Belton, MO.  The team also qualified to compete in the national 
championship later this year.   
 
Kristian Cartwright, Woodland engineering teacher, received a Recognition of 
Outstanding Achievement Award for being named the 2014 Engineering Teacher of the 
Year by Project Lead the Way.  
 
The Woodland Quiz Bowl team received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement 
Award for winning the 2014 Arkansas Academic challenge and qualifying for the 
national tournament. 
 
Jaxson Nolen, Fayetteville High School junior, received a Recognition of Outstanding 
Achievement Award for winning the 2014 state wrestling championship in the 152-lb 
division. 
 
Alicia Whitaker, Happy Hollow ESL teacher, and David McClure, Owl Creek assistant 
principal, received Above & Beyond Awards for their outstanding work in the district. 
 
Consent Agenda 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the consent agenda.  Susan Heil made the motion, which 
was seconded by Justin Eichmann.  
 
2012-13 Audit Report 

The Board voted 6-0 to approve the 2012-13 audit report.  Corey Moline from Hudson, 
Cisne & Co. CPA firm noted that the audit was an unmodified clean audit.  Jim Halsell 
made the motion, which was seconded by Traci Farrah.   
 
 



 

 

Budget Revisions 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the mid-year budget revisions.  Bryn Bagwell made the 
motion, which was seconded by Justin Eichmann. 
Ethics Law Disclosures 

The Board voted 6-0 to approve the resolution for the contract with Sign-a-rama.  Justin 
Eichmann made the motion, which was seconded by Traci Farrah.   
 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the resolution for the contract with Sir Speedy Printing.  
Justin Eichmann made the motion, which was seconded by Bryn Bagwell.  
 
The resolutions were approved to comply with Act 1599 of 2001 which states that school 
districts must disclose that they are doing business with employees. 
 
Debt Refunding & Bond Issuance 

The Board voted 6-0 to approve the resolution authorizing the submittal of Department of 
Education applications and offering refunding bond issues in order to achieve economic 
savings.  Dennis Hunt from Stephens, Inc. noted that there are three potential refunding 
opportunities.  Approximately $800,000 net savings could be realized with $705,000 of 
this amount received in the current fiscal year.  Bryn Bagwell made the motion, which 
was seconded by Jim Halsell. 
 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the resolution to proceed with the issuance of the balance 
of the 2010 voter approved bonds for the high school project.  Bryn Bagwell made the 
motion, which was seconded by Jim Halsell. 
 
Revisions to Policy 5.33 (Student Wellness) 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve revisions to Policy 5.33 (Student Wellness).  The change 
in policy will discourage the use of foods with minimal nutritional value for classroom 
activities such as manipulatives or any other instructional purpose.  Justin Eichmann 
made the motion, which was seconded by Jim Halsell. 
 
Fayetteville High School Construction Update 

Phil Jones from Nabholz reported that the roof on the fill in is complete and the exterior 
walls on the central addition are nearing completion.  The stone veneer work is 
progressing and the glass curtain wall on the south side in the current phase is complete.   
 
Summary of EPC Buyout Plan 

Greg Mones, director of human resources, presented information regarding the buyout 
plan.  Eighty six employees opted to take the buyout.  Sixty one were certified staff, 
including seven administrators, and twenty five were classified staff members.  Projected 
cost savings range from $6.9 million with replacing seven administrators to $7.7 million 
with replacing six administrators.  The buyout plan is self-executing. 



 

 

 
E-rate Update & Broadband Internet Contract 

Susan Norton, executive director of information systems, reported that an RFP for 
broadband internet connectivity has been issued.  The increase in internet speed will 
enable the district to support Common Core and PARCC testing.  The Board will be 
asked to approve the contract at the March board meeting. 
 
Legislative Update 

Board member Jim Halsell reported on the legislative issues being considered by the 
Arkansas General Assembly during the current fiscal session.  Mr. Halsell serves as the 
Board’s legislative liaison.  Issues regarding facilities, money to fund broadband, NSLA 
funds, health insurance and common core are being considered.  It was noted that no 
changes will be made to NSLA funding for the 2014-15 school year. 
 
Superintendent Search 

Board president Tim Hudson led a discussion regarding the superintendent search.  The 
Board agreed that March 31 is the deadline for applications to be received for the position 
and that candidates need to provide a letter of interest, résumé, proof of certification and 
references.   
 
Closed Session 

The Board adjourned to closed session at 7:02pm for student discipline matter.  The 
Board reconvened in open session at 7:52pm.  Administration recommended that Student 
A be expelled through the end of the 2014-15 fall semester.  The Board voted 6-0 to 
expel Student A for the remainder of the 2013-14 spring semester.  Justin Eichmann 
made the motion, which was seconded by Tracy Farrah.   
 
The Board adjourned to closed session to hear a student discipline matter.  The Board 
reconvened in open session at 8:40pm.  The Board voted 6-0 to expel student B for the 
remainder of the 2013-14 school year.  Justin Eichmann made the motion, which was 
seconded by Susan Heil. 
 
The Board adjourned to closed session to hear a student discipline matter.  The Board 
reconvened in open session at 9:00pm.  The Board voted 6-0 to expel student C for the 
remainder of the 2013-14 school year.  Susan Heil made the motion, which was seconded 
by Traci Farrah. 
 
The Board adjourned to closed session to hear a student discipline matter.  The Board 
reconvened in open session at 9:10pm.  The Board voted 6-0 to expel student D for the 
remainder of the 2013-14 school year.  Justin Eichmann made the motion, which was 
seconded by Susan Heil. 
 



 

 

The Board adjourned to closed session to hear a student discipline matter.  The Board 
reconvened in open session at 9:20pm.  The Board voted 6-0 to expel Student E for the 
remainder of the 2013-14 school year.  Jim Halsell made the motion, which was seconded 
by Traci Farrah. 
 
The Board adjourned to closed session to hear a student discipline matter.  The Board 
reconvened in open session at 9:35pm.  The Board voted 6-09 to expel Student F for the 
remainder of the 2013-14 school year.  Justin Eichmann made the motion, which was 
seconded by Jim Halsell. 
 
Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:40pm. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ __________________________________ 
Tim Hudson, President   Bryn Bagwell, Secretary 
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