
Minutes of the February 23, 2017 Regular Meeting of the  
Fayetteville Board of Education 

 
The meeting convened at 5:00pm in the Adams Leadership Center with President Justin Eichmann 
presiding.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by students from Owl Creek School.  
 
Roll Call 
The roll was called and board members Justin Eichmann, Susan Heil, Tim Hudson, Traci Farrah, 
Bob Maranto, Nika Waitsman and Megan Hurley were present. 
 
Recognition 
Fayetteville High School math teacher Warren Collier received an Above & Beyond Award for his 
outstanding work in the district.  
 
The Fayetteville High School science bowl team received a Recognition of Outstanding 
Achievement Award for winning their second consecutive regional science bowl competition. The 
team will once again represent Arkansas at the national science bowl. 
 
Woodland Junior High yearbook adviser Andrew Young received a Recognition of Outstanding 
Achievement Award for being named one of ten national rising stars by the Journalism Education 
Association. 
 
Fayetteville High School coaches Darin Phelan (tennis), Jessica Phelan (volleyball), Drew Yoakum 
(track), and Scott Williams (golf) received Recognition of Outstanding Achievement Awards for 
being named Coach of the Year in their respective sports. 
 
Fayetteville High School sophomore Camren Fischer received an Above & Beyond Award for 
being named the 2016 Arkansas Gatorade Cross Country Runner of the Year. 
 
Board Member Liaison Reports 
Tim Hudson, board legislative liaison for Arkansas School Board Association, reported on 
legislative activity that could affect public schools.   
 
Megan Hurley, board representative on the district policy committee, reported on the goals of the 
committee and the process that will be used to review, revise and adopt policies.   
 
Justin Eichmann, ex-officio member of the Fayetteville Public Education Foundation, reported on 
the grant awards and scholarships that have been made by FPEF.   
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Matthew Wendt noted the recent rankings by Niche.com of Fayetteville Public Schools as the 
#1 school district in Arkansas, as well as ranking the district as #1 for best teachers in Arkansas.  
Dr. Wendt also referenced the recognition of Holt Middle School as an Arkansas Diamond School 
to Watch and Vandergriff Elementary School as the #1 elementary school in Arkansas on 
performance testing by the Office for Education Policy at the University of Arkansas.  
 
Dr. Wendt discussed the need to purchase new buses.  He added that a plan is being created and that 
he would possibly ask the Board to approve the bus purchases at the March 30 board meeting.  
 
Dr. Wendt gave each Board member a copy of the new Career & Technical Education brochure, 
noting that it is the first in a series of new marketing tools that will be used to promote district 



programs.  February is Career & Technical Education month in Arkansas, and Dr. Wendt added that 
there is community interest for career and technical education.  
 
Dr. Wendt noted that the next board meeting will be held on March 30th.  In addition, workshop 
sessions for the Board will be scheduled soon. 
 
Consent Agenda 
The Board voted 7-0 to approve the consent agenda.  Nika Waitsman made the motion, which was 
seconded by Tim Hudson. 
 
2017-18 Calendar Revisions 
Dr. Wendt introduced Claire Garrett, chair of the certified personnel policy committee, and Catie 
Paul, secretary of the certified personnel policy committee, who presented proposed revisions to the 
2017-18 district and CLC calendars.  They noted that revisions include scheduling in-service days at 
the beginning of the semester and allowing more available days for parent teacher conferences.  
Also, all schools in the district will start on the same date.  The Board will be asked to approve the 
revisions at the March 30 board meeting. 
 
Policy 4131 (PD Policy) Revisions 
Anna Beaulieu, member of the certified personnel policy committee, presented revisions to Policy 
4131 (PD Policy).  The board will be asked to approve the revised policy at the March 30 board 
meeting. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:15pm. 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ______________________________________ 
Justin Eichmann, President    Nika Waitsman, Secretary 
 
 
  


