
 
Minutes of the November 17, 2011 Regular Meeting of the  

Fayetteville Board of Education 
 

The meeting convened at 5:00pm in the Adams Leadership Center with President Susan Heil presiding. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by students from Washington Elementary School.   
 
Roll Call 
The roll was called and board members Jim Halsell, Tim Hudson, Susan Heil, Justin Eichmann, Bryn Bagwell, Steve 
Percival and Becky Purcell were present. 
 
Recognition 
Macy Manning, Fayetteville High School senior, received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement Award for 
making the highest score possible on the 2011 ACT exam. 
 
Jamie Highfill, Woodland Junior High language arts teacher, received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement 
Award for being named the 2011 Arkansas Middle Level Language Arts teacher of the Year.   
 
Vanessa Seward, NcNair gifted and talented teacher, and Peggy James, Fayetteville High School TV production 
teacher, received Above & Beyond Awards for their outstanding work in the district.  
 
McNair Middle School received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement Award for being named to the 2011 List of 
Higher Performing Schools by the National Center for Educational Achievement. 
 
Consent Agenda 
The Board approved the consent agenda by a 7-0 vote.  Jim Halsell made the motion, which was seconded by Steve 
Percival. 
 
Board Election Zone Reconfiguration 
The Board voted 7-0 to approve the new board election zones as presented.  Rudy Moore, Jr., legal counsel for the 
district, reported that every ten years with new census data, we are required to look at school board election zones.  
After review, board election zones #1 and #3 were found to be over the 10% population deviation threshold.  The new 
redistricting plan equalizes the populations and allows incumbents to remain in their respective zones.  Mr. Moore 
thanked Jeff Hawkins, Northwest Arkansas Regional Planning Commission director, and Karen Combs Pritchard, 
Washington County Clerk, for their work on the project.  Steve Percival made the motion, which was seconded by Tim 
Hudson. 
 
Jefferson Community Garden Agreement 
The Board voted 7-0 to approve the renewal of the Community Garden Lease Agreement between the Fayetteville 
School District and the City of Fayetteville.  John L Colbert, associate superintendent for elementary education, noted 
that information regarding termination of the lease was added to the agreement.  Becky Purcell made the motion, which 
was seconded by Steve Percival. 
 
Recess Policy 
The Board voted 7-0 to approve the recess policy that was presented in October.  Mr. Colbert noted that the core beliefs 
led to the creation of the policy; however, they are not part of the policy.  Bryn Bagwell made the motion, which was 
seconded by Becky Purcell. 
 
 
Key Work of School Boards Study 
Board member Becky Purcell presented the final presentation by board members on The Key Work of School Boards.  
Her presentation was on continuous improvement. 
 



 
Homeless Vigil Update 
Kay Jacoby, executive director of curriculum and instruction, introduced Marian Riner, Families in Transition 
coordinator for the district.  Ms. Riner noted that last year the district had 284 students who were identified as homeless 
and were helped by the FIT program.  So far this year 183 students have received assistance.  The homeless vigil, which 
is sponsored by the Fayetteville High School Student Council, raises money that goes directly to help homeless students 
in the district.  Charlotte Bannister, Student Council president, and Davis Trice, student council vice president, reported 
that $23,000 was raised last year and the goal for this year is to surpass that amount.  The vigil will be held the evening 
of Thursday, December 1st.  
 
Owl Creek Community Clinic Grant 
Ginny Wiseman, associate superintendent for administration, introduced Kathy Grisham, executive director of the 
Community Clinic at St. Francis House.  Ms. Grisham reported that the $101,000 grant will be used for classroom 
renovation and equipment to expand the FPS Wellness and Education Clinic at Owl Creek.  The classroom renovation 
will allow for one exam room, two offices, one multi-purpose room, one storage closet and one waiting room.  
Construction will begin over the holiday break. 
 
Supplemental Retirement Plan Changes 
Greg Mones, director of human resources, reported that an RFP for a supplemental retirement plan will be on the 
website and bids will be accepted until December 9th.  The goal of the process is to enhance education and increase the 
quality of investment opportunities for employees in order to increase participation.  
 
Fayetteville High School Status Report 
Jared Brown from Nabholz reported that the FHS construction project is continuing on schedule and on budget. He 
added that the roofing for the southeast and southwest quadrants should be complete by early January, which will allow 
work to continue in spite of the winter weather.  In addition, they are diverting 91% of materials from the landfill.   
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:38pm. 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________  __________________________________ 
Susan W. Heil, President     Jim Halsell, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 




