
Minutes of the October 27, 2016 Regular Meeting  
of the Fayetteville Board of Education 

 
The meeting convened at 5:00pm in the Adams Leadership Center with Vice-president Justin 
Eichmann presiding.   
 
Roll Call 
The roll was called and board members Susan Heil, Justin Eichmann, Traci Farrah, Bob Maranto, Nika 
Waitsman and Megan Hurley were present. 
 
Annual Report 
The annual report to the patrons was presented.  Alan Wilbourn, public information officer, reported 
that this meeting serves as the annual meeting that is required by the Arkansas Department of 
Education.  A video showcasing highlights of the 2015-16 school year was shown.  Dr. Stephen 
Weber, associate superintendent for teaching and learning, reported on the progress toward ACSIP 
goals and presented reports regarding accreditation status, federal programs and student performance 
as well as other required items such as professional development and soft drink fund allocation.  Time 
was set aside for public comments and/or questions. 

Pledge of Allegiance 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by students from Woodland Junior High. 
 
Board Reorganization 
Justin Eichmann welcomed new board member Megan Hurley.   
 
As required by Arkansas law, the Board reorganized following the September 20th school board 
election.  The Board voted 6-0 to elect Justin Eichmann as president, Traci Farrah as vice president and 
Nika Waitsman as secretary/disbursing officer.  Susan Heil made the motion, which was seconded by 
Bob Maranto. 
 
Consent Agenda 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the consent agenda with slip sheet.  Traci Farrah made the motion, 
which was seconded by Susan Heil. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Matthew Wendt, superintendent, reported that 70 people from the Fayetteville School District 
attended the ESSA listening tour event with ADE Commissioner Johnny Key that was held on October 
25th.  Dr. Wendt also discussed the funding issue that will be decided during the 2017 legislative 
session. 
 
An in-service will be held on Friday, October 28th.  Dr. Wendt, FHS graduate Shawn Schwartzman 
from Potter’s House and Mike Harvey from the Northwest Arkansas Council will speak. 
 
 



Monthly Financial Report 
Kathy Hanlon, chief financial officer, presented the monthly financial report.  She reported that the 
district will be changing over to E-Finance, the updated state finance software, on November 7th.  Total 
fund balance is $35,000,091, with a legal balance of $8,022,532.  Administrators and teachers salaries 
for the month were $3,748,566, with associated benefits of $974,627.   
 
FEA 
Fayetteville Education Association president Trevor Cooperescue and vice president Anna Beaulieu 
reported on FEA activities so far this school year.   
 
Act 1120 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the resolution authorizing the approval and adoption of the salary 
increase of the employees listed in Attachment A.  Susan Heil made the motion, which was seconded 
by Nika Waitsman.   
 
ASBA Delegate 
The Board voted 6-0 to elect Megan Hurley, with Bob Maranto as alternate, to the 2016 ASBA 
Conference in Little Rock.  Traci Farrah made the motion, which was seconded by Susan Heil. 
 
Fayetteville Virtual Academy 
Dr. Kim Garrett, associate superintendent for administrative services, presented the acceleration plan 
for the Fayetteville Virtual Academy.  Dr. Garrett presented information explaining why adding grades 
9 through 12 in 2017-18 instead of only grades 9 and 10 as originally proposed will be beneficial to 
students.  The Board will be asked to approve the plan at the November board meeting. 
 
Executive Session 
The Board adjourned to executive session at 6:37pm to discuss a personnel issue. 
 
Open Session and Adjournment 
The Board reconvened in open session at 7:33pm.  Mr. Eichmann announced that the Board considered 
a request for a grievance appeal hearing and concluded that the request does not state a grievance 
within the definition of 4102-Policy for Handling Personnel Problems.  Therefore, the Board did not 
grant a hearing on the request.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:34pm. 
 
 
 
______________________________________  ________________________________ 
Justin Eichmann, President     Nika Waitsman, Secretary 
 
 
 


	agendaNov172016.pdf
	Adams Leadership Center, Winborn Conference Room




