
 
Minutes of the October 27, 2011 Regular Meeting of the  

Fayetteville Board of Education 
 

The annual report to the patrons convened at 5:00pm in the Adams Leadership Center.  Alan 
Wilbourn, public information officer, reported that this meeting serves as the annual meeting that is 
required by the Arkansas Department of Education.  Staff members reported on progress toward 
ACSIP goals and presented reports regarding accreditation status with no deficiencies, federal 
programs and student performance as well as other required items such as professional development 
and soft drink fund allocation.  Time was set aside for public comments and/or questions. 
 
The regular board meeting convened at 5:35pm in the Adams Leadership Center with President 
Susan Heil presiding.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by students from Leverett Elementary 
School. 
 
Roll Call 
The roll was called and board members Jim Halsell, Tim Hudson, Susan Heil, Justin Eichmann, 
Bryn Bagwell, Steve Percival and Becky Purcell were present.  
 
Recognition 
Bonnie Ritch, McNair food service manager, Sherrie Cook, Holt food service manager, and Kathy 
Snodgrass, Happy Hollow art teacher, received Above & Beyond Awards for their outstanding 
work in the district. 
 
Bethany Sykes, Fayetteville High School senior, received a Recognition of Outstanding 
Achievement Award for being named a 2012 semifinalist in the National Achievement Scholarship 
program. 
 
Ashley Cunningham, Fayetteville High School junior, received a Recognition of Outstanding 
Achievement Award for winning a 2011 Superior Writing Award from the National Council of 
Teachers of English. 
 
The Fayetteville High School girls golf team received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement 
Award for winning their seventh consecutive 7A state golf championship. 
 
Sarah Burrell, Fayetteville High School junior, received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement 
Award for winning the Youth in Philanthropy Award from the Northwest Arkansas chapter of the 
Association of Fundraising Professionals. 
 
Andrea Woody, McNair Middle School 7th grade art teacher, received a Recognition of Outstanding 
Achievement Award for being named the 2011 Middle Level Art Educator of the Year. 
 



 
Michelle Hayward, McNair Middle School principal, received a Recognition of Outstanding 
Achievement Award for winning the 2011 Outstanding Administrator Award from the Arkansas Art 
Educators Association. 
 
Ramay Junior High received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement Award for winning a 2011 
Governor’s Quality Award. 
 
David Swearingen and Wes Burgess of Crafton Tull Architects presented the Phoenix Award from 
the Fayetteville Chamber of Commerce for the new Happy Hollow Elementary School.  
 
Consent Agenda 
The Board approved the consent agenda by a 7-0 vote.  Steve Percival made the motion, which was 
seconded by Jim Halsell. 
 
Delegate to ASBA Annual Meeting 
The Board voted 7-0 to elect Justin Eichmann as the delegate to the 2011 ASBA Annual meeting in 
Little Rock.  Bryn Bagwell made the motion, which was seconded by Steve Percival. 
 
Resolution to Refund Outstanding Bonds 
The Board voted 7-0 to approve the resolution to refund the outstanding Series 2002 and 2006 
bonds to produce debt service savings.  Jim Halsell made the motion, which was seconded by Justin 
Eichmann. 
 
Litigation to Protect School Millage 
The Board voted 7-0 to authorize litigation to file a lawsuit against Washington County officials and 
the City of Fayetteville.  Rudy Moore, Jr., school district legal counsel, explained that if the 1.45 
mills is diverted to pay for the city’s TIF bonds, $25,000 per year will be used for that purpose 
instead of being used to pay for Fayetteville High School.  Steve Percival made the motion, which 
was seconded by Becky Purcell. 
 
The Board voted 7-0 to authorize the district to employ the Friday Law Firm for the lawsuit.  Steve 
Percival made the motion, which was seconded by Becky Purcell. 
 
Fayetteville High School Update 
Jared Brown, project manager from Nabholz, reported that the FHS project is on schedule.  The 
structural steel work is beginning on the southeast quad (new gym) and the roofing is underway on 
the southeast quad (fine arts center).   
 
Jefferson Community Garden Agreement 
John L Colbert, associate superintendent for elementary education, presented the lease agreement 
with the City of Fayetteville to lease portions of the former Jefferson School grounds for use as a 
community garden.  Mr. Colbert was asked to add exit terminology to the agreement before the 
board vote in November. 



 
 
Project Search 
Board member Steve Percival and other Project Search participants reported on the program.  
Project Search is a partnership between Fayetteville Public Schools, Lifestyles, Inc., and 
Washington Regional Medical Center, which helps cognitively disabled students acquire 
employable skills in a true workplace environment. 
 
Sustainability Activity 
Dana Smith, Fayetteville School District sustainability coordinator, presented information regarding 
sustainable activity in the district.  Focus areas include indoor environmental quality, waste 
reduction, energy efficiency, school gardens and LEED education. 
 
Recess Policy 
John L Colbert presented a draft of the district recess policy, which was developed by a 13-member 
committee.  The Board will be asked to approve the policy at the November board meeting. 
 
Leap Ahead Program 
Kay Jacoby, executive director of curriculum, and members of her staff reported on the Leap Ahead 
program.  The summer reading intervention program was held in July 2011 for K-3rd graders. 
 
Key Work of School Boards Study 
Board member Jim Halsell presented the seventh of eight presentations by board members on The 
Key Work of School Boards.  His presentation was on collaboration and community engagement. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:07pm. 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Susan W. Heil, President    Jim Halsell, Secretary 
 




