
Minutes of the January 26, 2017 Regular Meeting of the  
Fayetteville Board of Education 

 
The meeting convened at 5:00pm in the Adams Leadership Center with President Justin Eichmann 
presiding.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by students from McNair Middle School. 
 
Roll Call 
The roll was called and board members Justin Eichmann, Susan Heil, Traci Farrah, Bob Maranto, 
Nika Waitsman and Megan Hurley were present.  Tim Hudson was absent. 
 
Recognition 
The Board of Education was recognized for their service as part of School Board Appreciation 
Month in Arkansas. Mireya Reith, chair of the Arkansas Board of Education, thanked the Board 
members for their service and read a proclamation from Governor Hutchinson.  City of Fayetteville 
Mayor Lioneld Jordan also expressed his appreciation to the Board members for their work on 
behalf of FPS schools.  
 
Woodland Junior High art teacher Amber Ebbrecht received an Above & Beyond Award for her 
outstanding work in the district. 
 
Holt Middle School student Kaitlyn Dahler received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement 
Award for winning the 2017 Walmart Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Essay Contest.  
 
FHS senior Taylor Powell and FHS junior Ella May Powell received Recognition of Outstanding 
Achievement Awards.  Taylor Powell was named the 2016 Arkansas Gatorade Football Player of 
the Year, and Ella May Powell was named the 2016-17 Arkansas Volleyball Player of the Year.  
 
The FHS football team received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement Award for winning the 
2016 7A state championship, their second consecutive state title. 
 
Consent Agenda 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the consent agenda.  Nika Waitsman made the motion, which was 
seconded by Traci Farrah.  Athletic director Steve Janski introduced the new FHS football coach 
Billy Dawson and his wife Karen.   
 
Monthly Financial Report 
Superintendent Dr. Matthew Wendt presented the monthly financial report for December 2016.  The 
total fund balance is $62,936, 798, with a legal balance of $18,911,513.  Administrators and 
teachers salaries were $3,742,877, with associated benefits of $973,148.   
 
Discussion of Superintendent Goal Setting and Evaluation Process 
Board president Justin Eichmann reported that the Board will conduct the evaluation of the 
superintendent during executive session.  After executive session, the board will reconvene in open 
session and take action.  Mr. Eichmann noted that the Board will hold work sessions this Spring to 
set and discuss the goals of the district.   
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Matthew Wendt, superintendent, thanked the Board for their work to make Fayetteville an 
excellent school district.  He noted that we have had a great start to the second semester.   
 



Board Member Appointments 
Justin Eichmann reported that board member Tim Hudson will serve as the Arkansas School Board 
Association legislative liaison for the 2017 legislative session.  
 
Board member Justin Eichmann serves as an ex officio member of the Fayetteville Public Education 
Foundation board.   
 
A policy committee comprised of staff members, parents and administrators will be formed to work 
on district policies.  Board member Megan Hurley will serve as board representative on the 
committee.   
 
Executive Session 
The Board convened in executive session at 6:04pm to discuss the superintendent’s evaluation and 
will return to open session to take action. 
 
Open Session and Adjournment 
The Board reconvened in open session at 9:37pm.  The Board voted 6-0 to approve the 1st 
Addendum to the Superintendent Contract for Employment.  The addendum stipulates the rollover 
of his three-year contract and corrects an error regarding the required medical exam.  Bob Maranto 
made the motion, which was seconded by Susan Heil. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:39pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________  _________________________________ 
Justin Eichmann, President    Nika Waitsman, Secretary 
 
  


