
 
Minutes of the January 24, 2013 Regular Meeting of the  

Fayetteville Board of Education 
 

The meeting convened at 5:00pm in the Adams Leadership Center with President Tim Hudson presiding.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by students from Leverett Elementary School.   
 
Roll Call 
The roll was called and board members Justin Eichmann, Steve Percival, Tim Hudson, Susan Heil, Jim Halsell, Bryn 
Bagwell and Traci Farrah were present.  
 
Recognition 
The Fayetteville Board of Education was honored by State Board of Education member Mireya Reith, who read a 
proclamation from Governor Beebe proclaiming January as School Board Appreciation Month.   
 
Aubrey Edie, Fayetteville High School senior, received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement Award for being 
named the 2012 Gatorade Arkansas Volleyball Player of the Year. 
 
The Fayetteville High School cheer team received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement Award for winning their 
third consecutive 7A state cheer championship. 
 
The Fayetteville High School student council received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement Award for raising 
$8,500 during their annual homeless vigil. 
 
The Fayetteville High School engineering & technology team received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement 
Award for winning first place overall in the high school division of the 2012 Razorback Technology Challenge. 
 
Consent Agenda 
The Board voted 7-0 to approve the consent agenda.  Jim Halsell made the motion, which was seconded by Susan Heil.   
 
Authorization to Intervene in Litigation 
The Board voted7-0 to authorize the Fayetteville School Board to intervene in the litigation between the University of 
Arkansas and Washington County to protect the fiscal interests of the Fayetteville School District.  Dr. Lisa Morstad, 
chief financial officer, reported that the annual revenue cost to the district is $165,000, which equates to three full time 
teachers.  Steve Percival made the motion, which was seconded by Jim Halsell. 
 
Authorization to Hire Legal Counsel 
The Board voted 7-0 to hire Jack Butt of the Davis, Clark, Butt, Carithers & Taylor Law Firm to serve as legal counsel 
for the intervention litigation.  Steve Percival made the motion, which was seconded by Justin Eichmann. 
 
2011-12 Audit Report 
The Board voted 7-0 to approve the 2011-12 audit report that was conducted by Hudson Cisne & Company.  The firm 
noted that the audit was a “clean” audit and they encountered no financial irregularities.  Bryn Bagwell made the 
motion, which was seconded by Steve Percival. 
 
 
Small Learning Community Update 
Fayetteville High School principal Steve Jacoby and members of his staff reported on the progress made during the past 
year in implementing the small learning communities at the high school. 
 
Elementary Math Textbook Adoption 
Kay Jacoby, executive director of Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment & Accountability, and Ellen Johnston, director 
of K-12 mathematics, reported on the proposed new elementary math textbooks.  GO MATH, published by Houghton 



 
Mifflin Harcourt, is the recommended textbook.  The Board will be asked to approve the textbook adoption at the 
February board meeting. 
 
Fayetteville High School Construction Update 
Phil Jones from Nabholz Construction Company reported on the progress on the Fayetteville High School construction 
project.  Due to no weather delays, almost all of the roofing on the northwest quad has been completed.  Structural steel 
work is complete on the northwest quad.  
 
Expulsion Hearings and Executive Session 
The Board adjourned to closed session at 7:00pm for expulsion hearings.  The Board returned to open session at 
8:05pm.  The Board voted 7-0 to uphold administration’s recommendation to expel Student A for the remainder of the 
2012-13 school year.  Susan Heil made the motion, which was seconded by Steve Percival. 
 
The Board voted 7-0 to uphold administration’s recommendation to expel Student B for the remainder of the 2012-13 
school year.  Bryn Bagwell made the motion, which was seconded by Susan Heil. 
 
The Board adjourned to executive session at 8:07pm to discuss the superintendent’s contract.  The Board returned to 
open session and voted 7-0 to extend the Superintendent Vicki Thomas’s contract until 2016.  Bryn Bagwell made the 
motion, which was seconded by Susan Heil.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. 


