
Minutes of the January 22, 2015 Regular Meeting of the  
Fayetteville Board of Education 

 
The meeting convened at 5:00pm in the Adams Leadership Center with President Tim Hudson presiding.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was led by students from Holcomb Elementary School. 
 
Roll Call 
The roll was called and board members Tim Hudson, Steve Percival, Jim Halsell, Justin Eichmann, Bryn Bagwell and Traci Farrah 
were present.  Board member Susan Heil was absent. 
 
Recognition 
The Fayetteville Board of Education was honored by State Board of Education member Kim Davis, who read a proclamation from the 
State Board of Education proclaiming January as School Board Appreciation Month.   

Allie Brown, Washington kindergarten teacher, and Chris Clarke, Fayetteville High School business teacher, received Above & 
Beyond Awards for their outstanding work in the district.  

The Fayetteville High School Band Boosters received the Partner Award for their long-standing support of the district's band program.  

The newest National Board Certified Teachers received Recognition of Outstanding Achievement Awards.  Those teachers are Carol 
Acree, Sarah Applegate, Todd Ballinger, Kerry Hayes, Suki Highers, Michael Jacobs, Staci Mann, Amy Matthews, Megan Meggers, 
and Brandy Pledger. 

Cole Borgstadt, Fayetteville High School senior, received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement Award for being named one of 
forty national winners of the National YoungArts Foundation in Cinematic Arts Merit Award.  

Haley Warner, Fayetteville High School freshman, received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement Award for being named the 
2014 Arkansas Gatorade Volleyball Player of the Year and the MaxPreps National Freshman of the Year.  

The Fayetteville High School Student Council received a Recognition of Outstanding Achievement Award for their work on the 
homeless vigil, food drive, and blood drive. The student council also presented a ceremonial check for $8,500 to Betty Parker, families 
in transition program coordinator, for the amount raised by the homeless vigil. 
 
Consent Agenda 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the consent agenda.  Jim Halsell made the motion, which was seconded by Steve Percival. 
 
WJHS Weight Room Facility Naming Recommendation 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the recommendation to name the weight room at Woodland Junior High School after Doug Maritan.  
Mr. Maritan was a selfless contributor to students at Woodland Junior High and the youth of Fayetteville.  Steve Percival made the 
motion, which was seconded by Traci Farrah. 
 
Policy 6.3 (Public Gifts and Donations to Schools) 
The Board voted 6-0 to table the vote on the revisions to Policy 6.3.  Traci Farrah made the motion, which was seconded by Jim 
Halsell. 
 
Bond Refunding 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve authorization to file an application with the State Board of Education to issue refunding bonds in 
order to obtain economic savings.  Bo Bittle from Stephens, Inc. noted that district could realize a net savings of approximately 
$1,200,000 by refunding the bonds.  Bryn Bagwell made the motion, which was seconded by Justin Eichmann. 
 
Harmon Field Press Box Renovation 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the construction of a new press box with the expenditure not to exceed $600,000 from the building 
fund.  Steve Percival made the motion, which was seconded by Jim Halsell.   
The Board voted 6-0 to authorize the superintendent to negotiate the construction management contract for the press box project.  
Steve Percival made the motion, which was seconded by Justin Eichmann. 



 
Fayetteville High School Construction Update 
Steve Clouten from Nabholz Construction reported on the construction progress at Fayetteville High School.  The exterior wall 
framing is complete and the installation of the metal siding and stone veneer has begun.  He added that construction on the "green 
street" through the middle of the campus continues.  The amphitheater concrete is complete, and the sidewalk construction is 
progressing.  The project continues to be on time and on budget. 
 
Monthly Financial Report 
Dr. Paul Hewitt, superintendent, presented the monthly budget report and noted that the budget is currently on target for revenues and 
expenditures.   
 
Transition Plan Update 
Kim Garrett, associate superintendent for secondary education, provided information regarding the A/B block schedule at Fayetteville 
High School, which will include a 90 minute zero period.  This schedule includes a seminar period to allow students to receive 
additional help from teachers.  Clubs and organizations will meet during the seminar period.   
 
Mrs. Garrett also discussed the new and existing courses that will be available to 9th graders at Fayetteville High School beginning in 
2015-16.  FHS is also working on a new structure of small learning communities.   
 
Five 7th grade transition committee meetings have been held since September.  The work of the committee has focused on ways to 
make the transition process meaningful and supportive for the junior high students. 
The district transition committee has been working on ways to trim the district budget and provide a competitive salary schedule for 
teachers.  
 
Policy 5.64 (Graduation Requirements) 
Kim Garrett presented information regarding two revisions to Policy 5.64, Graduation Requirements.  Both revisions are required by 
the Arkansas Department of Education.  The first revision is the addition of the Math Ready course, which will help identify students 
who are not college ready.  The second revision is the requirement that, beginning in 2018, all students will have to take a digital 
learning course before graduation.  Teachers, parents and students have been working on a digital learning mission statement.  
Information regarding the digital learning mission statement will be presented to the board soon.  The Board will be asked to approve 
the policy revisions at the February board meeting.  
 
GT Monitoring Report 
Barbara Prichard, gifted and talented program director, presented information regarding the ADE gifted and talented program 
monitoring visit in October 2014.  Numerous expectations in the following areas were examined including community involvement, 
staff development, personnel and licensure, identification, program options, curriculum and evaluation.  Strengths of the program 
identified in the report include highly effective teachers, administrative support, community support, challenging and rigorous 
curriculum and appropriate instructional time for students.   
 
Internet Services Request for Proposals 
Susan Norton, executive director of information systems, reported on the district's request for proposals for Internet service providers. 
The Board will be asked to approve the vendor at the February meeting.  
 
Personnel Items 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the certified staff changes.  Steve Percival made the motion, which was seconded by Jim Halsell. 
 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve the classified staff changes.  Justin Eichmann made the motion, which was seconded by Jim Halsell. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:54pm. 
________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Tim Hudson, President    Bryn Bagwell, Secretary 
  


