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2003: All teacher preparation 
programs in Mississippi must include 

two courses in early literacy.



2013: All teachers must receive 
training in the Science of Reading.



Louisa 
Moats

The body of work referred to as ‘the science of 
reading’ is not an ideology, a philosophy, a political 
agenda, a one-size-fits-all approach, a program of 

instruction, or a specific component of instruction. It is 
the emerging consensus from many related 

disciplines, based on literally thousands of studies, 
supported by hundreds of millions of research dollars, 

conducted across the world in many languages. 
These studies have revealed a great deal about how 

we learn to read, what goes wrong when students 
don’t learn, and what kind of instruction is most likely 

to work the best for the most students.





nalk



When you read “nalk” word did it rhyme with talc or 
talk? 

For students with low levels of orthographic mapping, 
they are sounding out each letter and are more likely 
to say “talc”, those with high levels of orthographic 
mapping are more likely to say “talk”?

High levels of orthographic mapping, equate to higher 
levels of fluency. Oral Reading Fluency has a .91 
correlation to Reading Comprehension ability.



Joan Seidta, Keys To Literacy, “The Role of Orthographic Memory in Learning to Read”

https://keystoliteracy.com/blog/the-role-of-orthographic-mapping-in-learning-to-read/








Professional Learning



Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and Spelling (LETRS)
By Louisa Moats and Carol Tolman



Lori Keevil
The Reading League

Mary Wright
Dryden CSD

Kelly Vaughn
The Reading League

Literacy Coaches



Scarboroughʼs Reading Rope



High Quality First Instruction

What Works Clearinghouse — EdReports — ESSA Tiers of Evidence

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC
https://www.edreports.org/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/midwest/pdf/blogs/RELMW-ESSA-Tiers-Video-Handout-508.pdf






Ms. Burnsʼ First Grade Class

Tier I Supplement

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16aNHLwESCQdFwRr3DmSAvtMG76qeRZw5/view


























DIBELS 8th Edition

https://dibels.uoregon.edu/materials/dibels












Tier 2 Intervention (AIS)

Dryden screens three times a year to determine which students 
qualify for Academic Intervention Services (AIS). We use multiple 
measures including NYS assessments, DIBELS, and Star Early 
Literacy or Star Reading in Kindergarten through Grade 5.

Once a student is identified, Reading teachers use the Quick 
Phonics Screener (QPS) and the Phonological Awareness Screening 
Test (PAST) to diagnose student skill deficits and to design targeted 
small group instruction.



What is the Quick Phonics Screener (QPS)?

The QPS is an untimed, criterion-referenced assessment that 
measures a student's ability to recognize, decode, and pronounce 
specific phonetic elements. Created by Dr. Jan Hasbrouck, and sold 
by Read Naturally. 

The QPS indicates the studentʼs instructional focus.















What is the Phonological Awareness Screening Test (PAST)?

The PAST is an assessment of phonological awareness. It can be 
used to determine a studentʼs ability to fluently recognize and 
manipulate phonemes. It was developed by Dr. David Kilpatrick.

PAST results are used to identify specific phonological awareness 
skills to target during small group instruction.



www.thepasttest.com













     6-Step Lesson Plan …Why?      

The 6-Step Lesson Plan combines what the scientific 
evidence tells us works best to improve phoneme 
proficiency, phonic knowledge, orthographic 
mapping, decoding, spelling, and fluency. 
(The Reading League presentation, 2021)



6-Step Lesson Plan Outline

Step 1 - Teach/Review for phonological awareness and phoneme proficiency

Step 2 - Teach/Review sound-symbol correspondence

Step 3 - Teach/Review focus skill using the sound board

Step 4 - Teach/Review sound-out-words and tricky words

Step 5 - Dictation

Step 6 - Read orally in context















Thank you!
ccovell1@dryden.k12.ny.us


