
Getting Started with RStudio and GitHub – Macintosh Version 

1. Install R  
a. The website for R is https://www.r-project.org/ 

b. To download it, go to https://cran.r-project.org/mirrors.html and select a mirror.  Here are the 

ones nearby: 

i. Pittsburgh - http://lib.stat.cmu.edu/R/CRAN/ (~30 seconds faster) 

ii. Toronto - http://cran.utstat.utoronto.ca/ 

c. You’ll get to a page that looks like this: 

 

d. Click on the link for your operating system.  For Mac, you’ll see something that looks like this: 

 

 

e. Choose the file for your Mac OS version (ie R-3.3.1.pkg).  File will start downloading.  

 



           

                                                         

f. Once file is downloaded, run the downloaded file (R-3.3.1.pkg).  

  

 

g. You’ll see the following series of stuff:  

h.  

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

  



2. Install RStudio 

a. Go to https://www.rstudio.com/ 

b. Click on Download Rstudio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rstudio.com/


 

c.  Select Desktop 

 



 

d. Scroll down and click on Download RStudio Deskstop 



 

e. Select your platform (eg RStudio 0.99.902 - Mac OS X 10.6+ (64-bit) for Mac).  This will 

download the file to your computer. 

f. Run it.  You’ll see the following: 

 

 

 
g.  Drag RStudio icon to Applications folder.  RStudio will now be accessible via Applications 

folder. 

 



 

  



3. Install Git 
a. Go to https://git-scm.com/downloads 

 

b. Select your platform – causes download to begin 

c. Run it – git-2.8.1-intel-universal-mavericks.pkg 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

  



4. Next, you want to get RStudio to use Git.  This will probably be automatic, but let’s check, just 

to be sure: 

a. Here are some good references if things go wrong: 

i. https://jennybc.github.io/2014-05-12-ubc/ubc-r/session03_git.html 

ii. https://support.rstudio.com/hc/en-us/articles/200532077-Version-Control-with-Git-and-

SVN 

b. Run RStudio from the Applications folder.  It will look like this: 

 

c. Click Tools -> Global Options -> Git/SVN.  It should look like this: 



 

d. If Git executable shows (none), click Browse and select the git executable installed on your 

system 

i. On a Mac, this will likely be one of 

1. /usr/bin/git 

2. /usr/local/bin/git 

3. /usr/local/git/bin/git 

e. Click OK 

  



5. Next, we will sign up for a github account 

a. Go to Github.com 

 

b. Click the Sign up for GitHub button if you don’t already have an account. 



 

c. Fill in the info and click Create an Account.  Then you’ll see this: 



 

d. Choose the free version and click Continue.  Next, it will ask you to take a survey. 



 

e. Complete the survey.  This will create your account, and you’ll see something like this: 

 

f. The Hello World exercise is useful.  Do it later by going to 

https://guides.github.com/activities/hello-world/ 

g. For now, go to https://github.com/debarros/ 

h. Click Follow. 

  



6. OK, so now we need to provide RStudio with your Github credentials.  This will 

allow you to do most git/github related stuff from RStudio, without have to use the command line. 

a. Here is a good references for this process: http://www.r-bloggers.com/rstudio-and-github/ 

b. Go back to RStudio 

c. Click Tools -> Global Options -> Git/SVN 

d. Click Create RSA Key… and you’ll see something like the following: 

 

e. Click Create 



 

f. Click Close 

g. Click View Public Key 

h. Copy it (command + c) 

i. Go back to GitHub 

j. Click next to the weird icon in the upper right and select Settings 

 

k. Fill out stuff if you want 



l. Click Settings 

m. Click the SSH and GPG Keys tab 

 

n. Click New SSH Key 

 

o. Name it something 

p. Paste into the box (command + v) 

q. Click Add SSH Key 

r. Go back to RStudio again and click Tools -> Shell.  Mac Terminal window will display. 

s. Cd to GitHub directory 

t. Enter the following, but with the email address and username you used for GitHub: 



git config --global user.email "mail@ewenharrison.com" 

git config --global user.name "ewenharrison" 

 

u. To see how to add projects you create, check out the Create New project AND git section of 

http://www.r-bloggers.com/rstudio-and-github/ 

  



7. Pull a repository 

a. In RStudio, click the project dropdown in the upper right and select New project  

 

 

b. Click Version Control.  It will give you two options: 



 

c. Click Git.  You will be prompted for the location of the repository: 

 

d. Enter the URL https://github.com/debarros/UIASReader.git 

i. You can also get the address of a repository on github by going to the main page for it, 

clicking the Clone or download button, and copying the address that appears 



 

e. After you’ve typed in the address of the repository, click Create Project 

 

f. Some stuff will happen 



8. Next, we need to add the necessary packages to make the project work.  For the example project, we 

need the packages openxlsx and svDialogs 

a. In RStudio, in the lower right pane, click on the Packages tab 

 

b. Click Install.  You will get this popup: 

 

c. Type in openxlsx and hit Install 

d. You should see some stuff happen in the Console pane (lower left) 

e. Do the same thing to install svDialogs 

 

  



9. Install Xcode Command Line Tools 

a. YOU DO NOT NEED TO DOWNLOAD ANYTHING ADDITIONAL FOR MAC IF YOU 

ALREADY HAVE XCODE INSTALLED.  XCODE COMMAND LINE TOOLS COME 

WITH XCODE.   

b. Below are the instructions for Xcode Command Line Tools if you don’t have Xcode already 

installed. 

c. This is not generally necessary, but is required for exporting Excel workbooks (which is what the 

UIASReader does). 

d. For Mac, download and install Xcode Command Line Tools  

e. https://developer.apple.com/download/more/ 

f. **MAKE SURE YOU CHOOSE THE CORRECT OS X (10.10 or 10.11) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

https://developer.apple.com/download/more/


 

                       

                                

 



                                     

 

                                       

                                         



                                  

g. Close RStudio and reopen it. 

  



10. Give the UIASReader a test drive  
a. In the lower right pane of RStudio, click on the Files tab 

b. Click on manualCode.R to open that file in the source code pane (in the upper left) 

c. To run a line of code, make sure the cursor is in that line and hit ctrl + enter 

d. The lines in light green, that begin with a #, are comments, not code. 

e. currentFolder 

i. Only run the currentFolder = line that is relevant to your operating system (Windows or 

Mac) 

ii. When you run the currentFolder = line, a popup window will appear allowing you to 

browse for a folder.  This is where you would choose the folder with your UIAS report 

files.  For now, choose the Demo folder (which is inside the UIAS folder). 

f. When you run the DataContainer1 = line, you will see a message appear in the Console pane 

indicating that some files were not found.  That’s fine.  It will work with any subset of files. 

g. When you’ve run all of the code, the report will be added to the folder you selected as the 

currentFolder. 

 

 

 

 


