
                     Narrative Writing 
Prompt:

In your writing, make sure you:

      Write a beginning 
        for your story.

  Elaborate to help readers 
       picture your story.

   Show what your story is 
           really about.

      Write an ending for
           your story.

Write a personal narrative that tells the story of one time 
in your life. You might focus on just a scene or two.

To write this true story, you’ll need to rehearse, write, 
revise, and edit. Write in a way that shows all that you 
know about narrative writing.

Grades 4 & 5

Use transition/linking words
   to tell what happened 
             in order.
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              Narrative Writing Prompt

 Grades 4 & 5

Write a personal narrative that tells the 
story of one time in your life. You might 
focus on just a scene or two.

To write this true story, you’ll need to 
rehearse, write, revise, and edit. 

Write in a way that shows all that you 
know about narrative writing.
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       Write a beginning 
         for your story.

   Elaborate to help readers 
       picture your story.

   Show what your story is 
           really about.

      Write an ending for
           your story.

   In your writing,
   make sure you...

 
     

        Narrative Writing

Use transition/linking words
   to tell what happened 
             in order.

Grades 4 & 5
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Narrative Writing Checklist

Grade 5

ST RUCT URE

Overall I wrote a story of an important moment.

It read like a story, even though it might be a true account.

Did I do it like a fifth grader?

NO
T 

YE
T

ST
AR

T
IN
G 

TO YE
S!

Lead I wrote a beginning in which 
I not only showed what was 
happening and where, but also 
gave some clues to what would 
later become a problem for the 
main character.

N N N

Transi t ions I used transitional phrases to 
show the passage of time in 
complicated ways, perhaps by 
showing things happening at 
the same time (meanwhile, at 
the same time) or flashback 
and flash-forward (early that 
morning, three hours later).

N N N

Name: ______________________________________________ Date: _________________
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Grade 5

ST RUCT URE (cont inued)

NO
T 

YE
T

ST
AR

T
IN
G 

TO YE
S!

Ending I wrote an ending that 
connected to the main part of 
the story. The character said, 
did, or realized something at 
the end that came from what 
happened in the story.

N N N

I gave readers a sense of 
closure.

N N N

Organizat ion I used paragraphs to separate 
different parts or times of the 
story and to show when a new 
character was speaking. Some 
parts of the story were longer 
and more developed than 
others.

N N N

Narrative Writing Checklist (continued)
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Narrative Writing Checklist (continued)

Grade 5

DEVELOPMENT

Did I do it like a fifth grader?

NO
T 

YE
T

ST
AR

T
IN
G 

TO YE
S!

Elaborat ion I developed characters, setting, 
and plot throughout my story, 
especially the heart of the 
story. To do this, I used a blend 
of description, action, dialogue, 
and thinking.

N N N

Craft I showed why characters did 
what they did by including their 
thinking and their responses to 
what happened.

N N N

I slowed down the heart of the 
story. I made less important 
parts shorter and less detailed 
and blended storytelling and 
summary as needed.

N N N

I included precise details and 
used figurative language so 
that readers could picture the 
setting, characters, and events. 
I used some objects or actions 
as symbols to bring forth my 
meaning.

N N N

I varied my sentences to 
create the pace and tone of 
my narrative.

N N N
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Narrative Writing Checklist (continued)

Grade 5

LANGUAGE CONVENT IONS

Did I do it like a fifth grader?

NO
T 

YE
T

ST
AR

T
IN
G 

TO YE
S!

Spelling I used what I knew about 
word families and spelling rules 
to help me spell and edit.

N N N

I used the word wall and 
dictionaries to help me when 
needed.

N N N

Punctuat ion I used commas to set 
off introductory parts of 
sentences.

N N N

I used a variety of punctuation 
to fix any run-on sentences.

N N N

I also used commas to show 
talking directly to someone.

N N N



                     Information Writing 

Prompt:

In your writing, make sure you:

 Write an introduction.    Elaborate with a variety
         of information.

    Organize your writing. Use transition/linking words.

      Write a conclusion.

Think of a topic that you’ve studied or that you know a lot 
about. You will write an informational text that teaches 
others interesting and important information and ideas about 
that topic. You may use any research, notes, or texts if that 
is useful.

You’ll need to rehearse, write, revise, and edit. Write in a 
way that shows all that you know about information writing. 

25one 
1 two hundred

Grade 4 & 5

   However, ...

One reason

For example

Another reason

Also, ...
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           Information Writing Prompt

Think of a topic that you’ve studied or 
that you know a lot about. 

You will write an informational text that 
teaches others interesting and important 
information and ideas about that topic.
You may use any research, notes, or texts
if that is useful. 

You’ll need to rehearse, write, revise, and 
edit.

Write in a way that shows all that you 
know about information writing. 

   Grades 4 & 5

Writing Pathways, Virtual Units of Study in Teaching Writing

©2020 Teachers College Reading and Writing Project



   In your writing,
   make sure you...

 
     

            

    Information Writing

25one 
1 two hundred

Write an introduction.

Elaborate with a variety
     of information.

Organize your writing.

Use transition/linking 
          words.

Write a conclusion.

One reason

For example

Another reason

Also, ...

However, ...

Grade 4 & 5
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Information Writing Checklist

Grade 5

ST RUCT URE

Overall I taught readers different things about a subject.

I put facts, details, quotes, and ideas into each part of my writing.

Did I do it like a fifth grader?

NO
T 

YE
T

ST
AR

T
IN
G 

TO YE
S!

Lead I wrote an introduction that 
helped readers get interested 
in and understand the subject. I 
let readers know the subtopics 
I would be developing later as 
well as the sequence.

N N N

Transi t ions When I wrote about results, 
I used words and phrases 
like consequently or as a 
result. When I compared 
information, I used words and 
phrases such as in contrast, 
by comparison, and especially. 
In narrative parts, I used 
phrases such as a little later. In 
sections that stated an opinion, 
I used words such as but the 
most important reason and for 
example.

N N N

Ending I wrote a conclusion in which 
I restated the main points 
and may have offered a 
final thought or question for 
readers to consider.

N N N

Name: ______________________________________________ Date: _________________
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Grade 5

ST RUCT URE (cont inued)

NO
T 

YE
T

ST
AR

T
IN
G 

TO YE
S!

Organizat ion I organized my writing into a 
sequence of separate sections. 
I may have used headings and 
subheadings to highlight the 
separate sections.

N N N

I wrote each section according 
to an organizational plan shaped 
partly by the genre of the section.

N N N

DEVELOPMENT

Did I do it like a fifth grader?

NO
T 

YE
T

ST
AR

T
IN
G 

TO YE
S!

Elaborat ion I explained different aspects of 
a subject. I included a variety of 
information such as examples, 
details, dates, and quotes.

N N N

I used trusted sources and gave 
credit where appropriate. I made 
sure to research any details that 
would add to my writing.

N N N

I worked to make my information 
understandable to readers. To do 
this, I may have referred to earlier 
parts of my text and summarized 
background information. I let 
readers know when I was 
discussing facts and when I was 
offering my own thinking.

N N N

Information Writing Checklist (continued)
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Grade 5

DEVELOPMENT (cont inued)

NO
T 

YE
T

ST
AR

T
IN
G 

TO YE
S!

Craft I made deliberate word choices 
to have an effect on my readers. 
I used the vocabulary of experts 
and explained the key terms.

N N N

I worked to include the exact 
phrase, comparison, or image to 
explain information and concepts.

N N N

I not only made choices about 
which details and facts to include 
but also made choices about how 
to convey my information so it 
would make sense to readers. 
I blended storytelling, summary, 
and other genres as needed and 
used text features.

N N N

I used a consistent, inviting, 
teaching tone and varied my 
sentences to help readers take in 
and understand the information.

N N N

Information Writing Checklist (continued)
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Grade 5

LANGUAGE CONVENT IONS

Did I do it like a fifth grader?

NO
T 

YE
T

ST
AR

T
IN
G 

TO YE
S!

Spelling I used what I knew about 
word patterns to spell correctly 
and I used references to help 
me spell words when needed.

N N N

I made sure to correctly spell 
words that were important to 
my topic.

N N N

Punctuat ion I used commas to set 
off introductory parts of 
sentences.

N N N

I used a variety of punctuation 
to fix any run-on sentences.

N N N

I used punctuation to cite my 
sources.

N N N

Information Writing Checklist (continued)



  
  In your writing, 
  make sure you:

  Write an introduction.   State your opinion 
       or claim.

Give reasons and 
     evidence.

 Organize your writing.     Acknowledge 
   counterclaims.

 Write a conclusion.

                Opinion/Argument Writing
Prompt:

    Think of a topic or issue that you know a lot about and feel 
strongly about. You will write your informed opinion or claim and 
support it with reasons and evidence. When you do this, draw on 
everything you know about essays, persuasive letters, and reviews. 
You may use any research, notes, or texts if that is useful. 

    You’ll need to rehearse, write, revise, and edit. Write in a way 
that shows all that you know about opinion/argument writing. 

  Use transition/linking 
            words.

Grade 4 & 5

One reason

For example

Another reason

Also, ...

However, ...
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       Opinion/Argument Writing Prompt

 Grades 4 & 5

Think of a topic or issue that you know a lot 
about and feel strongly about. 

You will write your informed opinion or claim 
and support it with reasons and evidence. 
When you do this, draw on everything you 
know about essays, persuasive letters, and 
reviews. You may use any research, notes,  
or texts if that is useful. 

You’ll need to rehearse, write, revise, and 
edit. 

Write in a way that shows all that you know 
about opinion/argument writing. 
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                 Opinion/Argument Writing

  
  In your writing, 
  make sure you:

  Write an introduction.

  State your opinion 
       or claim.

Give reasons and 
     evidence.

 Organize your writing.     Acknowledge 
   counterclaims.

  Use transition/linking 
            words.

One reason

For example

Another reason

Also, ...

However, ...

 Write a conclusion.

Grades 4 & 5
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Opinion Writing Checklist

Grade 5

ST RUCT URE

Overall I made a claim or thesis on a topic or text, supported it with reasons, and 
provided a variety of evidence for each reason.

Did I do it like a fifth grader?

NO
T 

YE
T

ST
AR

T
IN
G 

TO YE
S!

Lead I wrote an introduction that 
led to a claim or thesis and 
got my readers to care about 
my opinion. I got my readers 
to care by not only including 
a cool fact or jazzy question, 
but also figuring out what 
was significant in or around 
the topic and giving readers 
information about what was 
significant about the topic.

N N N

I worked to find the precise 
words to state my claim; I let 
readers know the reasons I 
would develop later.

N N N

Transi t ions I used transition words and 
phrases to connect evidence 
back to my reasons.

N N N

I helped readers follow my 
thinking with phrases such 
as another reason and the 
most important reason. I used 
phrases such as consequently 
and because of to show what 
happened.

N N N

Name: ______________________________________________ Date: _________________
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Opinion Writing Checklist (continued)

Grade 5

ST RUCT URE (cont inued)

NO
T 

YE
T

ST
AR

T
IN
G 

TO YE
S!

I used words such as 
specifically and in particular in 
order to be more precise.

N N N

Ending I worked on a conclusion in 
which I connected back to 
and highlighted what the text 
was mainly about, not just the 
preceding paragraph.

N N N

Organizat ion I grouped information and 
related ideas into paragraphs. 
I put the parts of my writing in 
the order that most suited my 
purpose and helped me prove 
my reasons and claim.

N N N

DEVELOPMENT

Did I do it like a fifth grader?

NO
T 

YE
T

ST
AR

T
IN
G 

TO YE
S!

Elaborat ion I gave reasons to support my 
opinion that were parallel and 
did not overlap. I put them in an 
order that I thought would be 
most convincing.

N N N

I included evidence such as 
facts, examples, quotations, 
micro-stories, and information 
to support my claim.

N N N
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Opinion Writing Checklist (continued)

Grade 5

DEVELOPMENT (cont inued)

NO
T 

YE
T

ST
AR

T
IN
G 

TO YE
S!

I discussed and unpacked the 
way that the evidence went 
with the claim.

N N N

Craft I made deliberate word choices 
to have an effect on my 
readers.

N N N

I reached for the precise 
phrase, metaphor, or image that 
would convey my ideas.

N N N

I made choices about how to 
angle my evidence to support 
my points.

N N N

When it seemed right to do so, 
I tried to use a scholarly voice 
and varied my sentences to 
create the pace and tone of the 
different sections of my piece.

N N N
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Opinion Writing Checklist (continued)

Grade 5

LANGUAGE CONVENT IONS

Did I do it like a fifth grader?

NO
T 

YE
T

ST
AR

T
IN
G 

TO YE
S!

Spelling I used what I knew about 
word families and spelling rules 
to help me spell and edit. 

N N N

I used the word wall and 
dictionaries to help me when 
needed.

N N N

I made sure to correctly spell 
words that were important to 
my topic.

N N N

Punctuat ion I used commas to set 
off introductory parts of 
sentences.

N N N

I used a variety of punctuation 
to fix any run-on sentences. 

N N N

I used punctuation to cite my 
sources. 

N N N
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