


A Message from Our Superintendent 
The 2020-21 school year posed many challenges related to the global pandemic and all things COVID, but our 
SDPC faculty and staff met those new opportunities with perseverance and focus on meeting student needs 
throughout the year. 

Our SDPC team created learning spaces for grades K4-12 to support all students in the return to face to face 
instruction in August 2020.  SDPC provided both virtual and face-to-face options. The food services staff continued 
to serve both our face-to-face students, in addition to providing weekly meals for virtual learners throughout the 
school year.  The maintenance and custodial staff provided daily support to ensure our classrooms and facilities 
were healthy, safe, and sanitized to help prevent the spread of COVID-19.  The nursing and administrative staff 
spent countless hours providing the most up-to-date information regarding tracing and prevention of COVID 
exposures within the school environment.  The transportation staff also continued safe transport of students within 
the guidelines provided by state officials.  As a result of the diligent efforts put forth by all of our staff, students, and 
families, SDPC was able to provide face-to-face instruction for 2020-21 school year and provide a personalized 
choice option through Pickens County Virtual Academy, our virtual academy.

Although 2020-2021 was far from a typical school year, there were many major achievements made in SDPC. One 
of our biggest points of pride was our 2020-2021 graduation rate, which was 87% –higher than the state average 
for the second consecutive year. We are proud of the work that our students and staff at all grade levels have done 
to lead to the highest graduation rate in the district’s history.

SDPC remains committed to creating a system that offers more personalization.  We are using the challenges 
created over the past year to be more creative and innovative in this area. Our focus on empowering our learnings, 
offering quality learning environments, and creating engaging learning opportunities will drive our expectations for 
the future.

In the past year, we have navigated previously uncharted waters and dealt with the challenges brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic together as a Pickens County School District family. We are proud of the progress made by 
our students and staff during these uncertain times, and we are extremely grateful for the support we have received 
from the entire community.



Class of 2021

Total Scholarships: $5,793,000
Valedictorian: Vivian Xiyue Dong
Salutatorian:Adrienna Caroline Rabanes Davis
Graduating Class: 270

Total Scholarships: $1,394,840
Valedictorian: Karlyn Annamaria Esuary
Salutatorian: Jeremy James Lawrence

Graduating Class: 113

Total Scholarships: $6,885,997
Valedictorian: Bennett Todd Freeman 
Salutatorian: Brooklyn Olivia Marling 
Graduating Class: 382

Total Scholarships: $3,782,800
Valedictorian: Griffin Mason 
Salutatorian: Emily Parrish

Graduating Class: 273

$18,603,637
in Scholarships District Wide



2021 was a year of success for SDPC. Our Graduation 
rate was 83.3%. A number of our schools received awards 
for their hard work and dedication to students; Clemson 
Elementary was named a National Blue Ribbon School, West 
End Elementary was recognized as an ESEA Distinguished 
School, and Daniel High School was named a Best High 
School by U.S. News and World Report. 

For the first time in school history, Easley High School 
achieved a 90% Graduation rate, while Pickens Middle 
and Gettys Middle were named Project Lead the Way 
Distinguished Schools for the 3rd and 4th time. For the first 
time, all four of our high school band programs participated 
and placed in the 2021 State Marching Band Championships

Our collective achievements were topped off by the award-
winning performances of schools, teams, and individuals 
across the district. 

Celebrations      of Success



Top left: The National Association of ESEA State Program Administrators announced that the South Carolina Department of Edu-
cation selected West End Elementary as a National ESEA Distinguished School. 
Top Right: Easley High School’s graduation rate reached 90% for the first time in school history.
Bottom left: Pickens Middle School’s Project Lead the Way program was awarded the Project Lead the Way Distinguished Pro-
gram Recognition for the third time! 
Bottom Center: Gettys Middle School’s Project Lead the Way program was awarded the Project Lead the Way Distinguished 
Program Recognition for the fourth time! 
Bottom Right: Daniel High School was named a U.S News & World Report Best High School in 2021

Celebrations      of Success



Academic               Achievement 

SDPC Mean Composite 
Score 

South Carolina Schools 

1073 1028

SAT
The SAT is a standardized test often used in the 
college admissions process. Its’ aim is to assess 
the student’s readiness for college.

SDPC Average 
Composite Score 

South Carolina Schools 

20.4 18.3

ACT
The ACT is a college readiness assessment. It is 
often used in the college admissions process to 
assess the student’s readiness for college. 

SDPC Overall Student 
Performance 

South Carolina Schools 

44.5 42.6

SC READY English Language Arts

SDPC Overall Student 
Performance 

South Carolina Schools 

42.2 37.3

SC READY Mathematics

Career Readiness Assessment was given to 
high school students to assess their skills for the 
workforce. Percentage of students scoring silver 
or above:

SDPC South Carolina Schools 

75.6 62.9

Career Radiness Assessment

Percent Met or Exceeding

SDPC Percent Met or 
Exceeding

South Carolina Schools 

49.7 43.3

SC PASS Science



Academic               Achievement 
Write up about how students maintained great performance during COVID-19, 
how students are preparing for their futures at all levels, and how we offer person-
alized learning for every student in SDPC. 

District wide there were 1050 High 
School completers in the class 
of 2021. Of those students, 348 
continued on to a 4 year college, 
300 continued onto a 2-year or 
technical college degree program, 
261 were employed, and 23 entered 
into the Armed Forces. 

College and Career Readiness
Work-based learning is sustained interactions with industry or community 
professionals in a real worksite environment. Per the WIOA, Work-Based 
Learning (WBL) is defined as a structured learning experience at the worksite 
for a specific timeframe that leads to a career path. WBL is a school-
coordinated, sponsored, coherent sequence of workplace experiences that 
are related to each students’ career goals and interests, while based on 
instructional preparation, and are performed in partnership with local businesses, 
industries, or other organizations in the community. WBL enables students to 
apply classroom instruction in a real-world business or service-oriented work 
environment.

Year # Students 

2018-2019 106

2019-2020 343

2020-2021*
*COVID 

Restrictions

243



About Us
The School District of Pickens County is a county-wide system located in northwestern South Carolina. The district is 
composed of five attendance areas: Dacusville, Daniel, Easley, Liberty, and Pickens. We serve approximately 16,400 
students. Accredited through AdvancED, SDPC is recognized nationally and internationally as a “Quality School System.”

The School District of Pickens County will strive to provide a 
quality 21st century education that prepares all students for 
success beyond the classroom.

The School District of Pickens County promotes high 
achievement, personal responsibility, and character 
development to prepare students for college, career, and 
citizenship opportunities.

Our Vision 

Our Mission 

Mrs. Alice Vander Linden - District 7 (Dacusville)
Mrs. Karla Kelley - District 6 (Crosswell)
Mrs. Betty Garrison - District 5 (Easley)
Mrs. Betty Bagley - District 1 (Clemson)
Mr. Shannon Haskett - District 3 (Pickens)
Mr. Phillip Bowers - District 2 (Central)
Dr. Brian Swords - District 4 (Liberty)

Our School Board 

School District of Pickens County 
1348 Griffin Mill Road  Easley, SC 29640
P 864-397-1000 F 864-855-8159
www. pickens.k12.sc.us


