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Section 260 Pupils
Title Attendance
Number 204

Status From PSBA
Purpose

The Board recognizes that attendance is an important factor in educational success, and
supports a comprehensive approach to identify and address attendance issues.[1]

Authority

Attendance shall be required of all students during the days and hours that school Is In session, except
that authorized district staff may excuse a student for temporary absences upon receipt of
satisfactory evidence of mental, physical, or other urgent reasons that may reasonably cause the
student's absence.[2][3][4][51[61{7]

The Board shall establish and enforce attendance requirements, in accordance with
splicable laws and regulations; Board policy and administrative regulations.

Dafinitions

Compulsary school age shall mean the period of a child's life from the time the child's
parants/guardians elect to have the child enter school, and which shall be no later than eight
(8) years of age until the child reaches seventeen (17) years of age, The term does not
include a child who holds a certificate of graduation from a regularly accredited, licensed,

Habitually truant shall mean six (6) or more school days of unexcused ahsences during the
current schoaol year by a child subject to compulsory school attendance.[9]

Truant shall mean having incurred three (3) or more school days of unexcused absences
during the current school year by a child subject to compulsory school attendance.[9]

Person in parental relation shall mean a:[9]

1. Custodial biological or adoptive parent.
2. Noncustodial biclogical or adoptive parent.
2, Guardian of the person of a child.

4, Person with whom a child lives and who is acting in a parental role of a child.

_,,31is definition shall not include any county agency or person acting as an agant of the county
adgency in the jurisdiction of a dependent child as defined by law.[10]

School-based or community-based attendance improvement program shall mean a program
designed to improve school attendance by seeking to identify and address the underlying
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6. Students fifteen (15) years of age, and fourteen (14) years of age who have completed
the highest elementary grade, engaged in farm work or private domestic service under
duly issued permits.[7]

7. Students sixteen (16) years of age regulariy employed during the school session and

Excused/Lawful Absence

For purposes of this policy, the Fo!lowmg conditions or situations constitute reasonable cause for
absence from school:

1. Tllness, including if a student is dismissed by designated district staff during school
hours for health-related reasons.[3][6]

2. Obtaining professional health care or therapy service rendered by a licensed practitioner
of the healing artg in any state, commonwealth or territory.[6]

3. Quarantine.

4. Family emergency,

5. Recavery from accident,

6. Required court attendance,
7. Death in family.

} 8. Participation in a project sponsored by a statewide or countywide 4~H, FFA or combined
4-H and FFA group, upon prior written request.[1]]6]

g, Observance of a religlous holiday observed by bona fide religious group, upon prior written
parental request.[27]

10, Nonschool-sponsared educational tours or trips, if the following conditions are met:[6][28]

a. The parent/guardian submits a written request for excusal prior to the absence.
b. The student's participation has been approved by the Superintendent or designee,

¢. The adult directing and supervising the tour or trip is acceptable to the parents/guardlans
and the Superintendent.

11. College or postsecondary institution visit, with prior approval.

12, Other urgent reasons. Urgent reasons shall be strictly construed and do not permit

The district may limit the number and duration of nonschool-sponsored educational tours or
trips and college or postsecondary institution visits for which excused absences may be
granted to a student during the school year.

Any student who is absent from school, whether the absence is excused or unexcused, must make up
i work missed within the time period as designated.

Students who miss class have one (1) day to make up their work for every day out, if excused.

Students who.are serving out-of-school suspensions can turn in their work, but will not be given extra
days to complete their assignment.,
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2. Include a description of the consequences if the student becomes habitually truant; and

3. When transmitted te a person who is not the biological or adoptive parent, also be
. provided to the child's hiological or adoptive parent, if the parent's mailing address is on
7 file with the school and the parent is not precluded from receiving the information by
' court order.

The notice may include the offer of a School Attendance Improvement Conference,[30]

If the student incurs additional unexcused ahsences after issuance of the notice and a School
Attendance Improvement Conference was not previously held, district staff shall offer
a School Attendance Improvement Conference,[30]

School Attendance Improvement Conference -

District staff shall notify the person in parental relation in writing and by telephone of the
date and time of the School Attendance Improvement Conference.[30]

The purpose of the School Attendance Improvement Conference is to examine the student's
absences and reasons for the absences in an effort to improve attendance with or without
additional services.[9]

The following individuals shall be invited to the School Attendance Improvement Conference:

81
1. The student.

2. The student's person in parental relation.
) 3. Other individuals identified by the person in parental relation who may be & resource.
4. Appropriate school personnel.

5. Recommended service providers.

Neither the student nor the person in parental relation shall be required to participate, and
the School] Attendance Improvement Conference shall accur even if the persan in parental
relation declines to participate or fails to attend the scheduled conference.[30]

The outcome of the School Attendance Improvement Conference shall be documented in a
written School Attendance Improvement Pian. The Plan shall be retained in the student's file.
A copy of the Plan shall be provided to the person in parental relation, the student and
appropriate district staff.[30]

The district may not take further legal action to address unexcused absences until after the
date of the scheduled School Attendance Improvement Conference has passed.[30]

Student is Habitually Truant -
When a student under fifteen (15) years of age is habitually truant, district staff:[31]

1. Shall refer the student to:

a. A school~based or community-based attendance improvement program; or
b. The local children and youth agency.

2. May file a citation in the office of the appropriate judge against the person in parental
relation who resides in the same household as the student.[31]
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Legal

N

36.

22
22

. 22 PA Cade 11.41
. 22 PA Code 11.23
. 22 PA Code 11.25
.22 PA Code 12.1
.24 P.5, 1327

.24 P.5. 1329

.24 P.S. 1330

. 22 PA Code 11.13
.24 P.5.1328

.42 Pa. C.S5.A, 6302
.24 PS5, 510.2
.24 P.S, 1332

. 24 P,5. 1339

, 22 PA Code 11,22
. 22 PA Code 11.28
. Pol. 115

. Pal. 116

. Pol, 117

. Pol. 118

. 22 PA Code 11.34
. 22 PA Code 11,32
. 22 PA Code 11,5

. 22 PA Code 11.31
. 22 PA Code 11.31a
.24 PS5, 13271

. Pol. 137

. 22 PA Code 11.21
. 22 PA Code 11.26
.24 PS5, 1546

.24 P.5. 1333

.24 PS5, 1333.1
.24 P.S. 1333.2

. Pol. 103.1

. Pol. 113

. Pol. 113.3

Pol, 114

PA Code 11.24

PA Code 11.8
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