
HAMPTON SCHOOL BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 

February 18, 2022 

  

Present: Les Shepard, Chair 

 Ginny Bridle 

 Frank DeLuca 

 Wendy Rega 

 Andrea Shepard 

  

Others Present: Dr. Lois Costa, Superintendent SAU 90 

Mariah Curtis, Finance Director SAU 90 

Call to Order Chairman 6:30pm 

Chairman: We have a little bit of housekeeping business to do. As you can see there is a school board 
member not here in Florida, so I have to check with him. 

Frank confirms he’s in and cannot be in attendance because he is in his car in Sarasota, FL on vacation. 

Motion to accept Frank’s remote participation made by Wendy, Seconded by Ginny Roll Call Vote Yes 4-
0 

This is an emergency meeting. We are going to begin with Dr. Costa discussing the current plan in place 

Dr. Costa: Let’s start by refreshing our memories by remembering what we put together back in August. 
The purpose of tonight’s meeting is to talk about the back-to-school plan specifically around masking. I 
have received a lot of feedback in the last week asking about mask removal. It was shared with me that 
my newsletter last Friday was misleading and not clear. 

This plan has been in place since school has started back n August. This document is also with the 
Department of Education and discussed every School Board Meeting. It’s not a secret. It’s a public 
shared document. What is in question is Slide 4 specifically around community transmission according to 
the DHHS website. 

We were very specific to follow this website specifically as recommended by the CDC. The numbers are 
reported based on 100k population. We’ve had some discussions around do we follow Rockingham, 
Seacoast, etc. The plan says we follow Rockingham County.  



 

I tried to focus more on the case counts in Hampton, Rockingham County, Seacoast etc. and also the 
percentage of positive test result rates. We’ve noticed in the last couple weeks that the rates are going 
down in both areas.  

The good news is we are there for one of the thresholds, but we also have two threshold points. 

The purpose of tonight is to hear from our families and the public because I know we are a community 
that has varying opinions regarding masks. Our nurses came to the meeting a couple weeks ago and I 
asked that they specifically speak to this. 

If we look at the yellow zone, we would go from required masks to recommended masks. So it’s a big 
change.  

Runs through the breakdown of what other changes would be made slide below: 



 

Based on what we know we are not in the yellow based on the parameters outlined in the plan.  

Massachusetts will be reducing their parameters two weeks after vacation. 

The Superintendent of WHS will be looking at a two week window for after vacation for adjusting mask 
status.  

Why two weeks? It’s important for us to look for clusters and reduce exposure as much as possible.  



 

Chairman: Before I turn it over to the public, what is your recommendation? 

Dr. Costa: My recommendation would be based on the information that I received prior to this meeting 
and my emails that we would move from requiring to recommending after March 18 with the caveat 
that if CDC loosens the mandate, we will change it, or if we hit both thresholds, we will change it sooner 
than that. Also, with this, masks would need to stay on for music classes. We all have an opinion. Giving 
a recommendation is about give and take and compromising.  

Public Comment 6:48pm 

Chairman asks for name and address with a 3-minute speaking time maximum. 

Angela Skinner 8 6th Street on the Beach 

Lisa Arakelian 52 Tide Mill Road 

Megan Holbrook Presidential Circle 

Kara MacDonald Playhouse Circle  

Kristen Lyons 17 Babcock Ave 

Marissa Christy 8 Hilda Drive  

Mrs. Rega wants to clarify there WILL be a new plan that will need to be approved by the board but 
tonight we are here to listen to you all. 

Anessa 140 Ashworth Avenue 



Chris Breen 302 Mill Road  

Scott Logan Labrador Lane 

Dennis McQuilkin 179 Exeter Road 

Shannon Clifford 124 Landing Road 

Marissa Lesniak  

Camilla France Woodland Road 

Karrie Nickerson 4 Cotter Street 

LISTEN BACK TO GET WHAT YOU MISSED 

Beth Logan Labrador Lane 

Sarah Eliot  

Michelle Wood via phone 2 Colonial Circle 

Dan Coughlin 

Jamie Georgio  

Regina Barnes 

Lee MacDonald 

William Lewis Carolan Avenue 

Public Comment Wraps 

Chairman asks for a motion for action. 

Motion to suspend the mask mandate and make it optional as of the Monday March 7th we return 
from vacation made by Ms. Bridle. Seconded by Mrs. Shepard Makes it clear First Student runs the 
mask policy on the buses, not the School Board 

Mrs. Shepard: I have seconded this so we can start discussion. If any students come back from vacation 
with COVID and spread it, something to consider. I am thinking about before and after vacation. 

Dr. Costa: We would keep the masks on next week it would just be after vacation. 

Ms. Rega: Nobody is going to love this. To what Sarah said, there are a lot of vocal people here and the 
people on the other side are intimidated. I got so many emails and calls today saying things like I work 
for the school, I don’t feel comfortable addressing this at the meeting, I don’t want to have an issue with 
administration, etc. I think we have unofficial policy of not making policy just to make people happy. I 
think two weeks after vacation is our last week.  

Mr. DeLuca: The only thing I want to say is I think the people that spoke had a lot to say and I 
sympathize with everything they said. But we have received emails from both ends of the spectrum. I 
think Dr. Costa is trying to meet some compromise for a win win situation for each group. 



Chairman: I also have received quite a few texts and emails from people who wanted to keep the 
current plan in place. However, I’m not unmindful of what’s been presented tonight, and it puts the 
board in a tough situation.  

Ms. Bridle: I look at my motion as a compromise to meet what people want. 

Dr. Costa: We have a great representation here tonight, but we realistically have roughly 600 people 
that would weigh in. It’s interesting when we did the poll for the snow day, it was very telling. We were 
able to let everyone have a voice. I do think it’s not easy sitting here and being an elected official. You 
can see there’s some division here.  

Ms. Bridle: I will say to the people who didn’t come or speak, if you passionately feel you have to have 
the courage of your convictions. I have been a part of battles won and lost and I think you have to make 
your point and speak your opinions. I think we have enough to make our decision but if we want to wait 
for a poll, I don’t have an issue. 

Chairman: If this vote fails, there can be other motion coming forward, just so people know. 

Motion to suspend the mask mandate and make it optional as of the Monday March 7th we return 
from vacation made by Ms. Bridle. Seconded by Mrs. Shepard Roll Call Vote Yes 3 No 2  

As of Monday March 7th, masks will be optional except for on buses and in music classes. 

On a Motion to enter Non-Public Session under RSA 91-A:3 II (a) at 8:18pm was made by Ms. Bridle, 
seconded by Mrs. Shepard. Roll call note 4-0 

Submitted by, 

Colleen Poisson, Board Secretary 

Board returned to the Public meeting. 

Motion to adjourn 8:46pm was made by Ms. Bridle, seconded by Mrs. Rega. 


