
ARP ESSER III Grant

Funds associated with the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act, Elementary and Secondary Relief III (ESSER III)



Background Information



Background Information

“Effective [April 28, 2021], districts and open-enrollment charter schools (school systems) in 

Texas may apply to receive their allocation of the $11.2 billion appropriated to the State of Texas 

for public education purposes under the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act through the Elementary 

and Secondary School Emergency Relief III (ESSER III) Fund. Funds are being provided, 

supplemental to all other funding sources to school systems, and will not be supplanted at the 

state level. School systems should use these new funds to respond to the pandemic and to 
address student learning loss as a result of COVID-19.”



Background Information

“The U.S. Department of Education’s (USDE) initial grant award notice to Texas makes 
immediately available two-thirds of the total federal appropriation to Texas under ARP (ESSER 

III), and, as a result, TEA is providing that same amount to Texas schools. Most, but not all school 

systems, are eligible to receive funds under required federal funding formulas. The remaining 
one-third of ARP (ESSER III) funds will be released to schools in the amounts indicated on the 
allocation document and will also be supplemental to all other state funds. However, due to 

federal requirements, these funds have not yet been made available to the state and remain 

contingent upon USDE approving the state plan. The state plan will be developed in consultation 

with educators and other stakeholders around the state, as required by federal law.”



ESSER III Timeline



What about ESSER I & ESSER II?





Abigail HobartSpecial Revenue

CRRSA
● ESSER II

● addressing learning loss, preparing 
schools for reopening, and testing, 
repairing, and upgrading projects 
to improve air quality in school 
buildings 

● Available for obligation by SEAs 
and subrecipients through 
September 30, 2022 

○ LEAs can have access to 
these funds through Sept. 
2023

● Reporting required:State is using 
funds to measure and address 
learning loss among students

● NO Equitable services requirement

ARP

● ESSER III                                               
● Addressing Learning Loss 

with specific requirements
○ Specific allocation 

requirements.
○

● Available for obligation by 
SEAs and subrecipients 
through September 30, 2023
○ LEAs can have access 

to these funds 
through Sept. 2024

● No Equitable Service 
requirement

CARES ACT

● ESSER

● Available for obligation by 
State educational agencies 
(SEAs) and subrecipients 
through September 30, 
2021.
○ LEAs can have 

access to these 
funds through Sept. 
2022

● Reporting requirement
○ Focused on PNP & 

devices
● Equitable services  



ESSER I Funds

Blue Ridge ISD received $60,047

ESSER I allowed funds to be used for purchases made to continue instruction during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

As a result, Blue Ridge ISD used the funds from ESSER I on the purchase of: 

● graphing calculators for BRMS and BRHS students; and 

● Edmentum Courseware (BRHS asynchronous learning) and 

Study Island (online targeted interventions on each campus) 



Funds Allocated for Blue Ridge ISD



Funding Allocation

Initial allocation - two-thirds of total allocation:

$441,304.00

Remaining allocation - one-third of total allocation:

$220,652.00

Total ARP ESSER III Allocation Amount:

$661,956.00



What does the data say?



Reading Development Timeline

Stage 1

The Emergent Pre-Reader

(Typically between 6 months to 
6 years old)

The Novice Reader

(Typically between 6 to 7 years old)

Stage 2

Stage 3

The Decoding Reader

(Typically between 7 to 9 years old)

Stage 4

The Fluent, Comprehending 
Reader

(Typically between 9 to 15 
years old)

Stage 5

The Expert Reader

(Typically from 16 years old 
and older)



TEA “COVID Slide” - NWEA MAP Data



Blue Ridge Elementary IStation - February 2019 - 2021



Blue Ridge Elementary FA4/MOCK Data - 2019-2021



Blue Ridge Middle School & High School FA4/MOCK Data - 2019-2021



Potential Expenditures





Use of Funds  (Note: ESSER III funds must be spent by September 2024.)

Potential use of ESSER III funds in Blue Ridge ISD:

Elementary Instructional Coach/Interventionist (focus on literacy)

Secondary Instructional Coach/Interventionist (focus on teacher support and math)

Social Emotional Learning Supports

Supports for Special Education students and English Language Learners (ELLs).



Further Discussion/Questions?


