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SPAN 201:  Intermediate Spanish 
 
Fall Semester 2015:  3 credits 
 
Course Description:  This course is intended to develop a greater facility in reading,  
                                     writing, speaking, listening and understanding the language through  
          a systematic review of its structures and readings which reflect  
                                     cultural patterns of Spanish-speaking societies. Readings will  
                                     include short literary pieces, current newspaper and magazine  
                                     articles and other authentic material. Research projects, writing  
                                     exercises, journals and oral reports will be assigned. 
 
Prerequisite: Student must have scored an 85 or higher on the regional exam or  
                        permission from the instructor.                      
 
Required Textbooks:  En Contacto: Gramática en Acción, 7th ed. 
            En Contacto: Lecturas Intermedias, 7th ed. 
            McVey Gill, Wegmann, Méndez-Faith; Thomas/Heinle, 2003 
 
Optional Supplement:  Spanish-English Dictionary 
 
Course Objectives:  Students will be able to: 

 Participate in classroom discussions on related topics 
 Strengthen their knowledge of Spanish grammar 
 Increase knowledge of vocabulary 
 Read and understand authentic Spanish material 
 Improve comprehension of spoken Spanish 
 Develop an understanding of Hispanic culture 
 Write with proficiency/mastery in Spanish 

 
Attendance Policy:  No more than six (6) absences per semester will be allowed. 

       Students may lose credit if more than six (6) absences occur.  
 
Grading Scale:   93 – 100 = A   77 – 79 = C+ 
    90 – 92 = A-   70 – 76 = C 
    87 – 89 = B+   60 – 69 = D 
    83 – 86 = B    0 – 59 = F 
    80 – 82 = B-  
 
 
 



Final Grade determined by: 
 Homework – 20%  Tests – 30% 
 Class Participation – 10% Journals – 15% 
 Quizzes – 15%   Projects/Presentations – 10% 
 

 Students will be expected to write in their journals on a daily basis. 
 There will be frequent quizzes on vocabulary, grammar, readings, etc.  
 All tests will include speaking, vocabulary, grammar, reading, writing 

and culture (if applicable). 
 A current event is due on a weekly basis. 
 Research projects/presentations will be assigned throughout the 

semester. 
 Culture permeates all of the grammar exercises 

 
 
Weekly listing of assignments (Syllabus): 
 
Sept. 9:   Freshmen Orientation – Freshmen only  
 
Sept. 10-18:  Presentación del tema: Diversiones y fiestas 
   Vocabulario útil 

Grammar: Present tense; regular, stem changing, irregular yo,  
                                                   and irregular verbs 
   Para escuchar – En la fiesta 
   Reading: Los festivales de Rock en la Argentina 
 
Sept. 21-25:  Grammar: Subject pronouns, Personal A and Nouns-Gender & Number,  
                       Definite and indefinite articles 

Reading: Recién estoy aprendiendo a vivir-Entrevista con Ricky Martin  
                 en Buenos Aires  
Reading: Enfoque del tema: ¿Cómo se divierten los latinos? 

           
Sept. 28–Oct. 2:  Grammar: Reflexive Verbs 
   Reading: San Fermín y los toros por Carlos Carnicero 
   Research and report (oral and written) – a Hispanic holiday, 
   festival or celebration (You will be given a list.) 
    ejemplos: Las Fallas, Semana Santa, la Feria de Abril, etc.  
 
Oct. 5-8:  Presentación del tema: Vejez y juventud 
   Vocabulario útil 

Grammar: Regular preterit 
     
Oct. 9:   Teacher Conference Day – No classes 
 
Oct. 12:   Columbus Day – No school 
 
 
 



Oct. 13-16: Grammar: Stem changing and irregular preterit tense, hacer and time 
expressions 

   Para escuchar – En el autobús 
   Reading: Enfoque del tema: La familia: tradición y cambios 
             
Oct. 19-23:  Grammar: Imperfect Tense 
   Readings: Las Vecinas por Ana Alomá Vellila and La última despedida 
      por Ana María Salazar 
 
Oct. 26-30:  Presentación del tema: La presencia latina 
   Vocabulario útil 

Grammar: Preterit vs. Imperfect 
Ensayo:  ¿Cómo era su niñez? 

   Reading: La Casa en Mango Street por Sandra Cisneros 
 
Nov. 2-6:  Para escuchar – conversaciones con inmigrantes 

Grammar: Adjectives and Ser vs. Estar 
   Reading: Enfoque del tema: los hispanos en América del Norte 

Reading: Ay, papi, no seas coca-colero por Luis Fernández 
                                                            Caubi 
 
Nov. 9-13:  Grammar: Demonstrative and Possessive adjectives and pronouns 
   Research and report (oral and written) - hispanos famosos: políticos, 
   actores, músicos, artistas, atletas, etc. (You will be given a list of  
                 people.)  
 
Nov. 11:  Veterans’ Day: No School 
 
Nov. 16-24:  Presentación del tema: hombres y mujeres 
   Vocabulario útil  

Grammar: Future and conditional tenses 
Ensayos: ¿Cómo será su vida en 20 años? y ¿Cómo cambiaría el mundo? 
Reading: Enfoque del tema: Nuevas actitudes, nuevas tendencias y  

                                                           Maitena, una humorista que se rie de todos y ¡de   
                                                           todas! 
    
Nov. 19:   Half Day – Parent Teacher Conferences – shortened classes 
 
Nov. 25–27:  Thanksgiving Break – No school  
 
Nov. 30-Dec. 4:  Para escuchar – dos invitaciones 

Grammar: Comparisons of equality and inequality and superlatives 
Reading: Futuro imperfecto: Los hijos del divorcio 

   Research – Según Guinness – find people or things that are the ---est. 
          (You will be given a list of questions.) 
         Ejemplos: la ciudad más antigua del mundo, la persona más 
         alta del mundo, la paella más grande del mundo, etc. 
 



Dec. 2:   Half Day – Parent Teacher Conferences – shortened classes 
 
Dec. 7-11:  Presentación del tema: vivir y aprender 
   Vocabulario útil 

Grammar: Present subjunctive (with emotional, impersonal     
                    Expressions)    

   Reading: Hablan los estudiantes 
 
Dec. 14-18:  Para escuchar – un contestador telefónico automático 

Grammar: Subjunctive indicating doubt, will, preference,  
         Necessity; approval, disapproval or advice 
   Reading: dos estilos de vida estudiantil 
   Reading: La Escuela del Sabor por Henry Sánchez 
 
Dec. 21-22:  Presentación del tema: de viaje 
   Vocabulario útil 

Grammar:  The Subjuctive vs. the Indicative 
    
Dec. 24 –Jan.1:  No School – Christmas Recess 
 
Jan. 4-8:  Grammar:  Direct and Indirect Object Pronouns 
   Reading:    Destinos para todos los gustos por Ursula García  
         Scheible 
 
Jan. 11–15: Research Project: (oral and written) Spanish-speaking countries 

(historia, costumbres, datos de interés, gobierno, etc.) 
   Reading: Enfoque del tema: Cuatro consejos para el viajero  
                                 norteamericano 
 
Jan. 18:   Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – No school 
 
Jan. 19-22:  Grammar: Commands 
   Reading: Vuelva Usted Mañana por Mariano José de Larra 
 
Jan. 25–26:  Review for final exam 
 
Jan. 27-28:  Final Exam 
 
Jan. 28:   End of first semester    
 
 

* If there is extra time to cover more material, extra readings, culture and grammar    
         will be added. Material and dates are subject to change. 

  
 
 
 


