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FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS 



 

 

D O  D O N ’ T  
Create a new email address. 
Even when you choose the “do not contact me” 
option, some scholarship sites may still send you 
email. Most sites are sponsor driven, which can result 
in numerous pop-ups and opportunities to sign-up for 
more information. Create a new email address that is 
accessible by both student and parent so that your 
personal email is not filled with unsolicited 
information. 

Fill out an application if you have not read the 
requirements. 
Each scholarship has a different set of requirements. 
Make sure you meet all criteria before filling out an 
application. Otherwise, you are just wasting time. 

Beware of advertisements. 
Some of the scholarship sites have tricky pop-up 
windows that have your information already plugged 
into them. When these pop-up ads appear, either 
select “No thanks” or simply close the window. Do 
not submit your personal information to these 
advertisements. 

Pay for scholarship assistance. 
There are plenty of scams out there claiming to 
guarantee scholarships or help you with your 
scholarship search. If you need help, contact your 
guidance counselor or visit the College Career Center 
– and don’t pay! 

Check the deadlines. 
Make sure you do not miss deadlines! Most sites stay 
updated but it is certainly possible that some posted 
scholarships have already expired. 

Submit writing without proofreading it first. 
For the scholarships that require essay entries, be 
sure to spell-check, but also try to have another set of 
eyes look over the writing to make sure it is well-
written. 

Fill out everything. 
This will take you some time (roughly one hour per 
site), but it is worth it! Remember, the more 
information that is given for the scholarship board to 
consider, the better chances you have at receiving 
the scholarship. 

Go on a “scholarship marathon.” 
There is no need to fill out every scholarship 
application you come across as quickly as you can. 
Take your time and put effort into applying for the 
scholarships for which you qualify and seem to have 
a good chance of winning. When applying, remember 
the phrase, “quality, not quantity.” 

Personalize things. 
Ask the writers of your letter(s) of recommendation 
to provide you with a letter that is specific to the 
scholarship to which you are applying. Ditto for your 
essay. It only takes a few keystrokes to make a big 
impression. 

Submit generic essays and letter(s) of 
recommendation. 
Don’t use the same essay for every scholarship you 
apply to, especially those that are provided locally 
through the College Career Center. Most local 
scholarships are judged by a single scholarship 
committee. Ditto for your letter(s) of 
recommendation. Rather than using a letter that 
says, “Joe will make a great addition to State 
University,” take the time to request separate letters 
specific to each scholarship. 
 

A  G U I D E  T O  S C H O L A R S H I P S  

 



 

 

There is plenty of information on financial aid on the Internet, provided by high school counselors, your College 

Career Center and college financial aid offices. Here are some of the basics to help get you started. 

A. Government-Sponsored Grants. 

What: Complete a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 

Where: File online at www.fafsa.ed.gov, visit a college’s financial office or visit the College Career Center. 

When: Apply between January and April, though the sooner the better. In 2014 the $4,720 MAP Grant was 

depleted completely by February 14th.  

Why: The Big Three for Free. 

1. State of Illinois Monetary Award Program (MAP Grant) – up to $4,968 for students attending 

school in the State of Illinois. 

2. Federal Pell Grant – up to $5,550 

3. Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) up to $4,000 

(The FAFSA also helps determine eligibility for other scholarships;  
Most colleges require a completed FAFSA prior to offering their own scholarships.) 

 
B. Scholarships. 
 
What: Locate scholarships, request applications and apply. 
 
Where: Scholarships can come from organizations, colleges, local businesses, non-profits and advertisers. 
 
When: Scholarships are announced throughout the year and are available to seniors (and occasionally 
juniors). 
 
Why: It’s free money! A scholarship doesn’t have to be repaid. 
 
C. Educational Tax Credits. 
 
What: Educational tax credits are a way for the student or parent(s) to reduce taxes. 
 
Where: Apply for the tax credit on the tax return. 
 
When: Tax credits are available each year the student is enrolled in school. 
 
Why: Applicants may save $2,000 a year for the Lifetime Learning Credit or $1,500 for the American 
Opportunity Credit (Consult a tax professional or the IRS regarding tax credit eligibility). 

 

THE ABCs OF PAYING FOR COLLEGE 

 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


    

    

 
 

What Scholarship Committees Look for: Where to Look for Scholarships: 
 

□ An application submitted on time □ 
High school counseling office & College Career 
Center 

□ General qualification criteria and completeness □ College financial aid departments 

□ Community and volunteer service □ Government agencies 

□ Leadership and personal development □ Community organizations 

□ Extracurricular activities □ Employers and retailers 

□ Applicant’s personal situation □ Business and trade groups 

□ Accompanying essay   

□ References and recommendations   

□ Grade Point Average   

□ ACT and SAT scores   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOP SCHOLARSHIP WEBSITES  

1. www.scholarships.com 10. www.collegenet.com 

2. www.fastweb.com 11. www.collegefunds.net 

3. www.whatnowgrad.com 12. www.scholarshipexperts.com 

4. www.collegescholarships.com 13. www.scholarshipdetective.com 

5. www.freschinfo.com 14. www.moolahspot.com 

6. www.gocollege.com 15. www.myfreedegree.com 

7. www.collegeanswer.com 16. www.explorehealthcareers.com 

8. www.studentscholarshipsearch.com 17. www.freecollegescholarships.net 

9. www.college-scholarships.com 18. www.usagrantapplications.org 

 
NOTE: Unless indicated otherwise, the College Career Center is not responsible for processing scholarship 
applications. All students are responsible for contacting the scholarship-granting agency and ensuring that all 
requirements are met. You should NEVER pay money for a scholarship or an award. 
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F I N A N C I N G  Y O U R  E D U C A T I O N  

T H R O U G H  S C H O L A R S H I P S  
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Here are some of the types of scholarships that are available to high school students: 

Academic Achievement Faith-Based 

Athletic Financial Need 

Business Foundations 

Career-Specific Labor Unions 

Chambers of Commerce Nonprofit Organizations 

Community Service Nonprofit Organizations 

Ethnicity, Race or Gender U.S. Military/Veterans 

Physical Impairment/Health Related Grief/Survivor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scholarship committees want to know who you are, so applications typically request a variety of information. 
Here’s a checklist to help you prepare: 

□ Your Personal School Profile 

 Know your cumulative (total) grade point average (GPA) and your current GPA. 

 List any school honors and awards you have earned. 

 Name sports and other school-based activities in which you were/are involved. 

□ Your Career Goals 

 If you have a specific goal (to be a lawyer, for example), let them know. 

□ Community Involvement 

 List the activities for which you have volunteered. 

 Provide name(s) of employers (babysitting counts!) 

□ Family Information 
Do a little research and know the following: 

 Your parents’ employers: name, address, title, etc. 

 Your parents’ country of origin/ethnicity. 

 Your parents’ household income per year. 

 If your parents were in the military, what branch and what rank. 
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A P P L I C A T I O N  C H E C K L I S T  

 



 
Your scholarship essay is critical to the application process, and is often the first part of your application that 
is reviewed. The steps listed below are designed to guide you through an effective way of writing essays for 
scholarships. Make sure to follow the specific directions for each application. 
 
Things to Keep in Mind 

 Your essay needs to be typewritten, spell-checked, edited by two other people and read aloud. 

 Follow the directions precisely; keep it short and to the point. 

 Have a core essay about yourself; make sure to include required specifics in each application. 

 Always know the scholarship deadline and apply as soon as possible; be sure to update your list 
often. 

 Volunteer with a civic group, church or school event, and use those experiences in your essay. 

 Humor and sarcasm do not translate via the written word and have no place in a scholarship or 
college essay; do not use slurs, slangs or profanity…ever. 

Creating a Winning Essay 

 Start with a basic outline with one-sentence ideas for paragraphs. 

 Discuss your specific educational and professional goals. 

 Include highlights about you and how your goals came to be. 

 Describe a person who may have influenced you and your goals. 

 Make a connection between your current or past actions and future goals. 

 
 
 
Tip No. 1: Make a tough job easy 

 Read articles and blogs on scholarships. 

 Create a file to track sources. 

 Create a new and separate email account strictly for use when applying for scholarships online. 

 Start a draft of your essay now. 

Tip No. 2: Research your options 

 Participate in scholarship contests and giveaways. 

 Look for career-specific awards. 

 Find local civic scholarships. 

 Start at your high school. 

Tip No. 3: The secrets to scholarships 

 Volunteer – participate in a civic group. 

 Follow all directions. 

 Send in the application. 

Tip No. 4: Don’t wait – do it now! 

 Apply for as many scholarships as you can. 

 Get applications in early. 

 Ask for help from counselors and your College Career Center. 

 Look for scholarships today! 

WRITING A WINNING SCHOLARSHIP ESSAY 
 

S C H O L A R S H I P  T I P S  
 


