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This booklet is designed for students and their parents to use as a resource regarding the college 

application process. This resource manual coupled with GCHS programs and staff will serve to 

guide you as you consider your options for post-secondary education.  

 

 

Counseling Department 
 

Brett Kay      A thru COY 

BKay@d127.org 

(847) 986-3300, ext. 5618 

 

Stephanie Rossie      CRA thru HERN 

SRossie@d127.org     

(847) 986-3300, ext. 5603 

                

Lori Mitchell – Guidance Dept. Chair  HERR thru KOT 

LMitchell@d127.org      

(847) 986-3300, ext. 5727                     

 

Barry Goldman     KOV thru OEL 

BGoldman@d127.org      

(847) 986-3300, ext. 5742                     

 

Genesis Casillas     OGU thru SHA 

GCasillas@d127.org 

(847) 986-3300, ext. 5560 

 

Mary Przanowski      SHE thru Z 

MPrzanowski@d127.org 

(847) 986-3300, ext. 5600 

 

Lauren Sunde     Counseling Department Secretary 

LSunde@d127.org     

(847) 986-3300 x 5004 

 

Noël Marquardt     College Career Center Coordinator 

NMarquardt@d127.org 

(847) 986-3300 x 5037 

 

 

Wednesday Night College and Career Counseling 

 
COMING SOON: The College Career Center offers evening counseling services approximately 

every other Wednesday. Services will be available from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the College Career 

Center, Central campus, Room 2900. Guidance personnel will be available to provide a variety of 

services, including application processing, college and career searches, financial aid and 

scholarship assistance. Appointments are required so we can give you quality attention. Please 

schedule your appointments with Ms. Marquardt at 847-986-3300 x 5037 or nmarquardt@d127.org. 
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The College Search Process 
 

College Visits @ GCHS 

Take advantage of the college representatives who visit Grayslake Central High School; they are a 

valuable resource in providing information. Upcoming visits are posted on Naviance Student. 

Please register for all college visits on Naviance; see Ms. Mercure in the College Career Center for 

assistance. 

 

Communicate 

Talk to parents, other students, counselors, and teachers. Information from different perspectives 

can be useful in your college search. 

 

Evaluation and Self-Assessment 

Take a good look at your transcript. What are your strengths and weaknesses? Do your grades 

represent your best effort? What were your favorite courses? Any ideas about what career you 

might want to pursue? Use the College Career Center to explore opportunities at different 

colleges. Utilize Grayslake Central’s Naviance Family Connection system to manage the entire 

college planning, application and decision process. You can search for scholarships, explore 

careers and take interest inventories. You can also review academic and admission data for 

colleges across the US and gauge your chance for acceptance by comparing your stats with 

those of recent successful applications. 

 

Naviance 

Naviance Student is a web-based college research and planning tool for students, parents and 

school counselors. The website manages individual students through the entire college planning, 

application and decision process. Students can search for scholarships, explore careers, take 

interest inventories and investigate their learning style. They can review academic and admission 

data for colleges across the United States and also gauge their chances for acceptance by 

comparing personal GPA/SAT statistics with those of recent AVHS successful applicants; the 

SuperMatch program on Naviance is a great tool for narrowing your focus. 

 

Research 

Use the Internet to gather information, but be aware that many websites are connected with 

marketing companies and advertisers to provide student names and addresses.  Be prepared to 

receive e-mail messages including junk e-mail. That doesn’t mean you shouldn’t register – just be 

aware that even “free” information comes at some price. This is just one reason we recommend 

creating a new email address dedicated specifically to all things college related including 

financial aid offers, application offers and scholarship information. 

 

Standardized Tests (ACT/ SAT)  

Use your scores, along with your grades, to help you determine realistic goals for college 

acceptance. A rigorous curriculum as well as your extracurricular involvement and community 

service, are also considered indicators of your potential for success in college. If it is necessary, 

retake ACT/SAT. Many more colleges are now “test optional;” please visit 

http://www.fairtest.org/university/optional.  

 

NOTES: 
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The Application Process 
 

Apply to Colleges in the fall of Senior Year   

When researching colleges, consider your academic, social, and lifestyle goals and how those 

compare with what different schools have to offer. Once your research is complete, you should be 

able to narrow down your choices to four to seven colleges to which you will apply. It is a good 

idea to apply to two or three safe schools (you are confident you will be admitted and would 

honestly like to attend) along with schools which may be a reach (they may be your dream 

schools but the competition is such that you are not sure if you will be admitted). 

 

Remember to do careful research. The issue is not just getting into a good college. What is very 

important is that you find a school that is a good match for you. Your goal should be to develop a 

final college list by the early October of your senior year and apply as soon as possible. 

 

Check the application deadlines and requirements and plan to meet those deadlines at least 3 to 

4 weeks in advance. Time may be critical for you if a college has a rolling admissions policy; if the 

college receives enough acceptable applications before yours arrive, you could be eliminated.  

 

Guidelines and Tips for Completing College Applications 

Nearly all colleges offer and encourage students to apply online. Visit the university website to 

connect to their “undergraduate admissions” or visit www.commonapp.org for a list of colleges 

and universities that are members of the Common Application, which is limited to those that 

evaluate students using a holistic selection process. A holistic process includes subjective as well as 

objective criteria, including at least one recommendation form, at least one untimed essay, and 

broader campus diversity considerations. The vast majority of colleges and universities in the US use 

only objective criteria – grades and test scores – and therefore are not eligible to be a member of 

the Common Application.  

 

Pay close attention to details. Print a hard copy of application and carefully proofread before you 

click submit. It is recommended that you also have another person proofread your application. 

Keep copies of your application to each college as well as any other materials you might have 

sent to each college (i.e. check, essays, etc.). 

 

If utilizing the Common Application, remember to log-in to your Naviance account and provide 

the required Common App user information. 

 

Sending Transcripts 

All colleges and universities, and some scholarships, require that a transcript be sent directly from 

the high school. There is no cost for Transcripts. Transcripts should be requested a minimum of five 

school days before the due date or there is no guarantee that the transcript will arrive on time. If a 

deadline is approaching, please speak to your counselor for assistance.  

 

Access the Transcript Release Form at https://www.d127.org/central/guidance/transcript. 

 

If applying via the Common App, many colleges require a Mid-Year Transcript, which requires an 

additional Transcript Release Form submitted after January 1st of your graduation year. 
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The Application Process (continued) 
 

SAT Scores 

GCHS provides one SAT Test during the Spring of your junior year. Most schools require that you 

send official SAT scores as part of the application process. An official score is one that is sent 

directly from the testing agency to the college. Check the websites for details. This can be done in 

two ways: at the time that you register for the SAT exam or by requesting it online after you have 

taken the SAT. Please note that your transcript from high school does NOT include your scores.  

 

Letters of Recommendation 

Some colleges and universities ask candidates to provide letters of recommendation from one or 

several teachers, counselor or administrator. Choose a teacher from a core class who can address 

your positive academic qualities. Please give teachers a minimum of two-week’s notice to meet 

admission deadlines; teachers appreciate as much advance notice as possible so they can write 

a more personalized letter. Letters of recommendation will be uploaded directly to the school by 

the teacher. It is the student’s responsibility to personally request letters from the teacher followed 

by submitting an online request and completing the Letter of Recommendation Request Survey on 

Naviance. 

 

The Essay 

An essay is a way for you to express your unique qualities and characteristics beyond the high 

school transcript or application. Many colleges are expressing the importance of the essay or 

personal statement. Whether the college requests a general autobiographical statement or an 

essay on a specific theme, students should take the opportunity to express their individuality in a 

way that will set them apart from other applicants. The Counselor and English teachers can be of 

assistance in writing college essays. 

 

Campus Visits 

You will never know what a college is really like unless you see a campus for yourself. Seeing a 

college firsthand will let you know what a school is really like. You can plan your own visit or you 

can attend one of the special campus visits that colleges offer. These senior campus visits may be 

hosted on days like Columbus Day or Veteran’s Day. Information on these visits is available through 

the college website or in the College Career Center. Many colleges offer unique opportunities for 

potential students such as overnight visits or shadowing current students. Juniors and seniors may 

be excused up to six (6) days to visit colleges, with no more than four (4) in any year. You must 

complete the online Campus Visit form available on the College Career Center website. Contact 

the Admissions office to schedule your campus visit.  

 

Factors to Consider During a Visit 

 Surroundings and atmosphere 

o Does the campus seem peaceful or overly isolated?  Is it active enough or too 

rushed?  

 Facilities 

o Are the library stacks well stocked?  What is the accessibility to the facilities? 

 Departments of Interest 

o What opportunities exist in your extended field of study? 

o What are the requirements?   

o Are the facilities adequate? 

 Student Life 

o Visit dormitories, student unions, eating places. Have a meal on campus if possible. 

o What types of entertainment are offered? 
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The Application Process (continued) 
 

 Classes 

o Sit in on one or more classes, if possible. 

 Extra-Curricular activities 

o Investigate fraternities, sororities, service clubs, organized sports, school paper and 

magazine, social events. 

 Community 

o Allow time to explore the area surrounding the campus. What types of activities and 

opportunities are available? 

 

The Interview 

Generally speaking, interviews are not a part of the application process at most schools. However, 

some selective schools may require an interview and it may be a critical piece of the admission 

criteria. 

 

The interview is an opportunity for an admissions representative to learn about the unique qualities 

you may offer that may not be apparent on an application or transcript. This is also an opportunity 

to explain any type of unique circumstance that may have had an impact your academic 

success. If you do interview as part of the application process, write a thank you note. 

 

Notification of Acceptance 

Many schools will use one of the admission policies listed below in processing student applications. 

Each school has their own timeframe for acceptance. Information about acceptance to a 

particular school is available on the website. May 1, commonly called the Universal Acceptance 

date, is when students should commit to their college of choice. 

 

Early Decision 

This is a college admissions procedure whereby the college allows students to apply for admission 

in the fall of their senior year of high school. The college will then notify the students of their status 

of admission early in the senior year. IF THEY ARE ACCEPTED AT THAT COLLEGE, THEY MUST 

WITHDRAW ALL OTHER APPLICATIONS FROM OTHER SCHOOLS; THIS IS A BINDING AGREEMENT TO 

ATTEND THEIR COLLEGE. Generally, the colleges offering the early decision contract are private 

colleges, as opposed to state universities. The deadline to apply to a college by the early decision 

plan is usually November 1st of the senior year. 

 

Early Notification 

Some colleges have adopted a process whereby an applicant may elect to be notified of the 

decision earlier than usual. In such instances, the applicant is required to submit all application 

materials by a specified date-often January 1st; however, these dates vary – check the specific 

college catalog. Students may apply to other colleges and are not obligated to attend the 

college to which they applied on an early notification basis. They are, however, expected to 

advise the college of their intent to enroll or withdraw at an earlier date. In many instances 

applicants will be required to make non-refundable deposit within two weeks of the notification of 

admission. 

 

Early Action 

A limited number of colleges have adopted an early action admissions procedure. This process is 

similar to the early decision procedure explained above, but there is no binding agreement that 

the student attends the college, which admits them on an early action basis. The deadline for 

such applications is approximately November 1st, but applicants must check each college for 

deadlines. Decisions are usually received shortly after December 15th.  
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Rolling Admissions 

This is a procedure whereby a college accepts or rejects an applicant within approximately 4-6 

weeks after the student’s application folder is complete. Most colleges use this system in selecting 

their upcoming freshman class. 

 

Early Admission 

This is a process in college admissions whereby the college accepts and permits qualified students 

to begin college without graduating from high school. 

 

Junior Year 
 

What Colleges Look For 

 

Colleges use some, if not all, of the information listed below when determining whether or not to 

accept an applicant. 

  

▪ GPA (Grade Point Average) 

▪ Strength of courses 

▪ SAT Scores 

▪ Class rank 

▪ Recommendations 

▪ Extracurricular activities / Volunteerism 

▪ Special talents / Awards 

▪ Essays 

▪ Interviews 

▪ Demonstrated interest 

  

To have an impressive high school record, here are four things you need to do: 

 

1. Take college prep courses in high school. Four-year colleges generally recommend that 

students take the following college preparatory courses in high school: 

a. English – 4 years 

b. Math (including Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II) – 3 to 4 years 

c. Science – 3 to 4 years 

d. Foreign Language (same all four years) – 3 to 4 years 

e. Social Studies – 3 years 

f. Fine or Performing Arts – 1 year 

 

Competitive schools and programs consider the above to be the bare minimum requirements. 

They also recommend that students take advanced courses (Honors and/or AP) whenever 

possible. 

 

2. Get good grades. When you apply to a college, they will request a copy of your transcript 

(your high school record). This transcript will list your GPA, all of your high school courses and 

all of your grades. While colleges are interested in seeing all of a student’s grades, they 

generally consider the grades earned in college prep courses to be the most important 

criteria for college admissions. 

 

3. Prepare for college tests. Most colleges require that applicants submit ACT or SAT scores. 

Colleges use these test scores to assess a student’s readiness for college level work. The 

more competitive the school or program, the more important these scores are. 

 

4. Be involved in activities. Colleges are looking for students who are active and involved in 

their school and community. They are also looking for students who have leadership 

abilities, unique experiences and an interest in community service. If you haven’t already, 

it’s time to begin volunteering and participating in school clubs/activities. 
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Junior Year 
 

Your Fall/Winter To-Do List 

 

 Set up a calendar for the year. Use this calendar to record test dates, deadlines, college 

fairs, college visitation days, visiting colleges at your school and special events, such as 

Junior Kick-off to College, Financial Aid Night, College Readiness Workshops, etc. 
 

 Read school email weekly. While Instagram, Facebook and SnapChat are how you 

communicate now, colleges and future employers will contact you almost exclusively via 

email. Make it a habit to check your school email address every Friday and/or Monday for 

important updates on college application deadlines, important College events, financial 

aid and scholarship information. 
 

 Follow us on Twitter @GCHSCollege4U for updates on college visits, scholarships and 

relevant news items. 
 

 Create a college file. Use this file to keep brochures, notes on college visits, copies of test 

scores, a copy of your unofficial transcript, early offer letters from colleges. Include writing 

samples of your work in English and Social Studies. 
 

 Create a new college-dedicated email address. Applying to college, requesting 

information and researching scholarships can generate a lot of email. We recommend 

creating a new, separate email exclusively for all things college related. Since potential 

college admissions reps and scholarship donors will be contacting you, now is the time to 

create a new, professional, “grown-up” email name/address.  
 

 Register online with the NCAA Eligibility Center. If you hope to play a sport in college, talk to 

your counselor to make sure that you’re taking all of the courses you need. Register online 

at www.eligibilitycenter.org. 
 

 Work hard to get the best grades possible. Because your junior grades will be the last grades 

on your transcript, it’s important that you do as well as possible your junior year. Colleges like 

to see improvement, so if your grades haven’t been as good as they should be, now is the 

time to bring them up. 
 

 Develop your interests. Participate in activities in and out of school, take on leadership roles 

when possible and do some volunteer work. Community service and volunteer work is very 

worthwhile and is impressive on any application. Colleges are looking for students who 

have something that sets them apart. If you have an interest, talent or passion, take time 

this year to develop it. 
 

 Think about a major. As a college student, you must choose a major. This is the subject you 

will student in depth. Think about your abilities, talents and interests in terms of a possible 

major. For help in choosing a major, utilize the Career Interest Profiler and Game Plan Survey 

in Naviance’s Family Connection or go to www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org. Ask yourself the 

following questions… 
 

o What are some things you feel you do well? Ask friends and family too…you may be 

surprised by their answers. 

o What challenges you? Things that are challenging will keep you interested long into 

the future. 

o What do you like to do for fun? Think about why and what they have in common. 

o Who do you look up to? Consider what it is about them you like and admire. 

 

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
http://www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
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Junior Year 
 

Your Fall/Winter To-Do List (continued) 

 

o What’s something you’ve always wanted to try? Consider why and why you haven’t 

done it already. What do you expect to get out of it? 

o What accomplishment has made you most proud? Doesn’t have to be an A in that 

class or a trophy – it could’ve been when you stuck up for something or helped 

someone in need. 

o What’s your favorite class? Don’t limit yourself to those that come easiest. Is it the 

teacher or the subject matter that holds your interest? 

o What do you read about in your free time? The kinds of stories you follow in the news, 

your favorite books and websites can help you figure out what really makes you 

curious. 

o If you could do any job for a day, what would it be? Think about which careers you 

want to try on. What is it that you find appealing? What would you change to make 

them a better fit for you? 

o As a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up? Even if your childhood dreams 

seem silly now, remembering them may show you what’s always been important to 

you. 

 

 Explore your options. Think about what you’re looking for in a college and learn about the 

schools you want to consider. Use SuperMatch in Naviance’s Family Connection to help you 

narrow your focus. Talk to your parents and counselor about your college options. 

 Visit a college and attend college visits at school. Visiting different colleges is the best way 

to find out what kind of college will be the best fit for you. Juniors and seniors may be 

excused up to six (6) days to visit colleges, with no more than four (4) in any year. These visits 

must be pre-arranged and approved. 

 Have a conversation about college costs. Talk to your parents about how your education 

will be paid for. Will you need to get financial aid? Will you apply for scholarships? To get an 

estimate of the financial aid you may be eligible for, use FAFSA4caster at www.FAFSA.gov. 

 Create a resume. Highlight special skills, interests and volunteer activities. Did you volunteer 

to be a pass runner in the Dean’s or Guidance office? Were you a PE Student Leader? Did 

you participate in the PSP program? What about babysitting? These are all activities that 

demonstrate responsibility as well as your involvement in the community and your school. 

 Research pre-college summer programs, jobs and internships. 

 

NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fafsa.gov/


 

11 

Junior Year 
 

Your Spring/Summer To-Do List 

 

 Attend Junior Kick-off to College and Financial Aid Night in March. Learn about the college 

application process, helpful hints for successful admission, Naviance, financial aid and 

scholarships.  
 

 Take the SAT. Take the SAT in the March. GCHS provides one SAT Test during the Spring of 

your junior year. The SAT may be retaken on your own, and is offered in May and June. For 

those testing dates, register 6 to 8 weeks before the test date to avoid late registration fees. 

If you are on the free or reduced lunch program, you may be eligible for an ACT 

Application Fee Waiver; ask your counselor. Remember to add the schools to which you will 

be applying for college, even if you end up not applying there. The first four are free; $12 for 

each additional college ordered after the test date. 
 

 College visits. Continue meeting with admission representatives that visit GCHS and make 

time to go on college visits. 
 

 Research scholarships available to juniors. Utilize SuperMatch in Naviance to build your 

college list 
 

 Request letter(s) of recommendation. If you’re going to need a letter of recommendation 

from a teacher or counselor, make your request BEFORE school is out for the summer. 

Teachers and counselors are very busy in the fall and they’ll appreciate having the extra 

time to put their thoughts together. Be sure to personally request your letter(s) of 

recommendation from your teachers, counselors and mentors. 
 

 Complete the Letter of Recommendation Request Survey on Naviance. 

 

o Remember to add the Letter of Recommendation Request to Naviance for each 

teacher, indicating for which school they should send it to. 

 

o Indicate in your Request whether you would prefer a generic letter, available to use 

for any college/scholarship application, or if you would like them personalized. 
 

 Choose the best courses for your senior year. Make sure that your senior courses fulfill your 

high school’s graduation requirements, the requirements for the college(s) you are 

considering, and if necessary, the requirements for athletic eligibility. Even though you may 

want to “take it easy” your senior year, continue taking academic courses. You want to 

keep your skills sharp and colleges will look at your senior courses on your transcript. 
 

 Talk to your counselor. Meet with your counselor to go over your academic record, your 

test scores and the colleges you are considering. If you have questions about college tests, 

the application process, financial aid or anything else, your counselor can help you. 
 

 Stop in the College Career Center. Obtain required forms for college visits and transcripts, 

learn how to best utilize Naviance, talk about scholarship availability and the college 

application process. 
 

NOTES: 
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Junior Year 
 

Your Spring/Summer To-Do List (continued) 

 

 Refine your college list. You don’t need to know where you will go to college by the 

beginning of your senior year, but you should know where you want to apply. Include a 

“safety school;” a college where you are assured admission, that’s a strong fit for you. Utilize 

SuperMatch on Naviance’s Family Connection to determine eligibility. 
 

 Have a testing plan. Know which test(s) you need to take (or retake) your senior year.  
 

 Update your resume. 
 

 Work on college essays for both college applications AND scholarships. If you know you will 

need to write an essay or personal statement, work on it over the summer.  
 

 Visit colleges. Take time over the summer to visit potential colleges. Show initiative and 

interest by making an appointment to meet with an admissions rep while you’re there.  

 

NOTES: 
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Senior Year 
 

Your Fall/Winter To-Do List 

 

 Read school email weekly. While Instagram, Facebook and SnapChat are how you 

communicate now, colleges and future employers will contact you almost exclusively via 

email. Make it a habit to check your school email address every Friday and/or Monday for 

important updates on college application deadlines, important College events, financial 

aid and scholarship information. 

 

 Update Naviance. Add to Naviance’s Family Connection the colleges that you are 

planning on applying to. This list may be modified and updated at any time and puts you 

under no obligation. 

 

 Update Calendar. Update the calendar you created last year with all college visits you’re 

interested in attending, special Guidance events and both college application and 

scholarship deadlines. 

 

 Letters of Recommendation. Follow-up with your teacher(s) and/or counselors on the status 

of your requested Letter(s) of Recommendation.  

 

o If you are applying via the Common Application, you will also need to add the 

teacher’s name(s). Please pay attention to the number of letters a college will 

accept and assign letters to the appropriate counselor/teacher(s) accordingly. 

 

o Send thank you letters to those who wrote your letters of recommendation. 

 

 Request Unofficial Transcript. Use this to accurately complete college applications and for 

applications where you are required to self-report. 

 

 Work on application essays. These should have been completed over the summer. Please 

take the time to have them reviewed by at least two people. Convert your essays to PDF 

files for ease of uploading to the colleges of your choice. Remember…SPELLING COUNTS. 

 

 Complete college applications. If you are applying via the Common App, be sure to 

complete the FERPA waiver and to match your Common App account to Naviance’s 

Family Connection.  

 

 Attend Senior Countdown to College and Financial Aid Night. Taking place in early 

September, this information presentation is for seniors and their parents. We cover important 

information about the college application process, helpful hints for successful admission, the 

FAFSA and financial aid, grants and scholarships. 

 

 Take advantage of our College Readiness Workshops, including Common App Workshop 

(September 12) and Essay Writing Workshop (September 19). Both offered before and after 

school; 7:00 to 7:30 am and 3:00 to 3:30 pm.  

 

 Meet with your counselor. Discuss classes for your final semester and your college choices.  

Choose challenging AP and Honors classes; continue with foreign language class. 
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Senior Year 
 

Your Fall/Winter To-Do List (continued) 

 

 Attend College Visits. Take the time to meet with Admissions Representatives from any 

colleges you may be interested in or have applied to. Register on Naviance’s Family 

Connection.  

 

 Attend 30-Minute College Readiness Workshops. Available from September through 

November. 

 

 Create a FAFSA ID. Go to fsaid.ed.gov to create your Federal Student ID. Give yourself at 

least a week prior to the opening application date of October 1st. While you are not 

required to have an FSA ID to complete and submit a FAFSA on the Web application, it is 

the fastest way to sign your application and have it processed. It is also the only way to 

access or correct your information online, or to pre-fill a FAFSA on the Web application with 

information from your previous year’s FAFSA. 
 

 Complete the FAFSA. Application opens October 1st. Complete your FAFSA as soon as 

possible after October 1 every year you plan to attend college at fafsa.ed.gov.  
 

 Attend Financial Aid Night presentation(s) and workshop(s) offered by Financial Aid 

Representatives from ISAC. Check the GCHS Guidance Calendar and Twitter 

(@GCHSFutureU) for FAFSA Workshop dates and reminders. 
 

 Register to retake the SAT (if necessary). Retake the SAT in the Fall. The SAT is offered in 

October, November and December. Register 6 to 8 weeks before the test date to avoid 

late registration fees. If you are on the free or reduced lunch program, you may be eligible 

for an ACT Application Fee Waiver; ask your counselor. 

 

 Request Official Transcript Release. An Official Transcript Release Form must be completed 

for each college you are applying to. If you are under 18, this form must be signed by a 

parent or guardian. A minimum of 5 business days is requested to process your request. 
 

 

 Visit college campuses. Juniors and seniors may be excused up to six (6) days to visit 

colleges, with no more than four (4) in any year. These visits must be pre-arranged and 

approved with the submittal of a College Visitation Form.  Schedule your visit to occur while 

colleges are in session so you can see the true campus experience and even sit in on a 

lecture or two.  
 

 Apply to College. Be aware of deadlines; early decision due November 15th or December 

1st. College applications with January 1st deadline require that Transcript Release Form(s) 

and Counselor Recommendation Forms (Common App) be turned in no later than 

December 5th. Allow two weeks to process all forms and recommendation letters both 

when applying directly to the college or via the Common Application. 
 

 Complete Additional Financial Aid Applications. Find out if the colleges you are applying to 

require you to complete additional financial aid applications and make note (on your 

calendar) of any specific deadlines. 
 

 Review your Student Aid Report. Check it carefully to ensure all information is correct and 

complete. 
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Senior Year 
 

Your Fall/Winter To-Do List (continued) 

 

 Check your mail/email. Keep an eye out for those college acceptance letters and 

scholarship awards. 
 

 Take advantage of resources available. Check the GCHS Guidance Calendar for 

information regarding College Readiness Workshops (for help with college & scholarship 

essays); ISACorps One-on-One (for Financial Aid assistance); Wednesday Night College 

Counseling on select Wednesday nights, September through December. 
 

 Attend college fairs. College Fairs are available in Chicago, Milwaukee and at CLC during 

the month of October. See the GCHS website for exact dates/locations. 
 

 Research scholarships. Utilize Naviance’s Family Connection to apply for local and regional 

scholarships. Remember to add these deadlines to your calendar. 
 

 Check your GCHS email. Are you checking your school email on a weekly basis? If not, 

you’re missing out on updates on application and scholarship deadlines, college visits, fairs, 

open houses and financial aid. Senior Year College Path Checklist 

 

NOTES: 
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Senior Year 
 

Your Spring/Summer To-Do List 

 

 Check your email. Remember to continue to check your GCHS email and the email 

address you created last year. 
 

 Continue researching and applying for scholarships. This is a never ending process. Local 

scholarships at GCHS are updated on a weekly basis. 
 

 Register for AP Exams.  
 

 Compare college choices, where accepted, by reviewing the following: 
 

o Does the college offer what I want to study? 

o How much will it cost and can I afford to go there? 

o What is the educational quality and experience offered by the school? 

o What type of environment does the college offer? 
 

 

 Select your college. Pay your tuition deposit by the deadline to secure your admission. 
 

 Notify other colleges about your decision Send letters or emails to all colleges to which you 

were admitted but do not plan to attend to let them know of your decision 
 

 Continue academic commitment at GCHS. Do not develop “senioritis.” Colleges can and 

HAVE revoked admission if there’s a serious decline in grades. 
 

 Take Advanced Placement Exams. Request that scores be sent to the college where you 

will attend. 
 

 Register for summer orientation. Prepare for college by attending summer orientation at the 

school you’ve selected. 
 

 Check your mail/email for your college bills and make sure costs are covered by financial 

aid and family resources; double-check to make sure you have the money you need to 

cover college expenses.  
 

 Apply for student loans. This is a student, not a parent, responsibility. Student loans are for 

students only. 
 

 Complete the Senior Survey and submit your Final Transcript Request form. 
 

 Attend Honors Night. Senior Honors and Awards Night honors student excellence with 

departmental awards. This is also the night many of the local scholarship winners are 

announced and checks distributed. 
 

 Send thank you notes. It’s considered polite and professional to send thank you notes to the 

donors of local scholarships. If you don’t know how to contact them, see Ms. Mercure in the 

College Career Center. 
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NOTES: 
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https://student.naviance.com/grayslakecent 
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Naviance 
 

Adding colleges 
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Naviance 
 

Adding colleges (continued) 

 
 

Common App Account Matching 
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Common App Account Matching (continued)

 

Naviance 

Letters of Recommendation 
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Naviance 
 

Letters of Recommendation (continued) 
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Naviance 
 

Letter of Recommendation Request Survey  
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Official Transcript 
You are required to complete a separate Transcript Release Form for each college, university or 

technical school you are applying to. Allow 5 business days for your request to be completed. 

Once completed and uploaded to the college/university, please know that each university 

processes their received transcripts at their own pace. They may be in receipt of a transcript for 

over two weeks before it shows as “received” in their records. SAT scores are not included on 

Transcripts. If required, please request your test scores directly from www.collegeboard.com. Our 

transcripts show a “weighted GPA". Our transcripts do NOT included Class Rank. 

https://www.d127.org/central/guidance/transcript 

Financial Aid 
 

Financial Aid is help for meeting college costs: both direct educational costs (such as tuition, fees, 

books), and personal living expenses (such as food, housing, and transportation). With the 

continuing rise in the cost of attending college, it is most important that students and parents 

become well informed about all sources of financial aid.  

 

For most students the best advice is probably to apply. Instead of assuming that you are ineligible, 

it would be wise for you to investigate possible eligibility. Your investment in time and application 

fees is small in comparison to the possible advantage to you. 

 

Financial Aid does not just happen to you. You have to take an active part in the process – by 

identifying all possible sources of assistance for which you might be eligible and by applying the 

right way at the right time. The Counseling Department will have a financial aid meeting for 

interested seniors in December. 

 

While many scholarships are based on criteria other than demonstrated need, most financial aid 

today is awarded on the basis of need. Sometimes factors such as academic performance, 

career plan, or special abilities are considered separately or in addition to demonstrated need. 

“Demonstrated need” is the difference between what it costs to attend a particular college and 

what you and your family can afford to pay toward those costs. Students are usually eligible for 

aid equal to the amount of the demonstrated financial need. 

 

Since the amount a family can afford to pay stays the same, whether the costs are high or low, 

you can assume that you would be eligible for different amounts at different colleges. In fact, if 

you get all the financial aid you are eligible for, you could end up paying the same amount at a 

high-cost college as you would at a lower cost college. 

There are three (3) types of financial aid generally offered to undergraduate students in college. 

 

Grants and scholarships 

Grants and scholarships are sometimes called gift aid, because you do not have to repay it or 

work to earn it. Grants are usually awarded on the basis of need alone, while scholarship recipients 

may have to meet criteria other than, or in addition to, need (academic achievement, for 

example). 

 

The College Admissions Board estimates that more than $20 million dollars in financial aid will be 

available to students. This aid is available from four primary sources:  private (local) scholarships, 

state financial aid programs, federal financial aid programs, and from programs offered directly 

by the colleges and universities themselves. Yes, money is available, but students who are seeking 

money for college through scholarships are going to have to spend some time and effort to 

research this information. A good place to begin is in the College Career Center. Any scholarship 

information that is received at Grayslake Central High School is posted on the Naviance website. 
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Financial Aid (continued) 
 

Scholarships are available from specific colleges and universities, local, state, and national groups 

and organizations, and the ROTC. Your efforts are an investment in one of your most valuable 

assets: a college education. 

 

Educational loans 

Educational loans are a form of self-help aid. These are usually subsidized by the state or federal 

government or by colleges themselves and carry lower interest rates then commercial loans. But 

they have to be repaid, generally after you have graduated or left college. 

 

Student employment or work 

Another form of self-help aid is student employment or work. The federal College Work Study 

program is perhaps the best known example of this kind of assistance. Students work, usually 10 to 

15 hours a week, to earn their aid. 

 

Financial aid comes from a variety of sources: the federal government, the state government, 

colleges themselves and a wide variety of private organizations. Most students get a combination 

of gift aid and self-help aid from a variety of different sources. This is called a financial aid 

package. The financial aid administrator at the college you attend or apply to will present a 

package to you after you have applied for financial aid. 

 

 

Applying for Financial Aid 
 

The most critical step in the Financial Aid process is completing the FAFSA form as soon after 

October 1st as possible. All students interested in financial aid for college will need to submit this 

form: www.fafsa.ed.gov. The sooner you complete the FAFSA, the more opportunities you may 

have for financial assistance 

 

Some colleges require an additional form called the CSS FINANCIAL AID PROFILE. The college will 

usually inform you if you must file this form or any other form at the time you are applying for 

admission. 

 

To complete any one of these forms you will need your social security number and your parent’s 

Federal Income Tax Return. You will need to refer to specific lines on the tax return to answer many 

questions. Keep in mind that you only need to have completed your tax return; it is not necessary 

to have mailed it. This is important to those families who choose to mail their tax returns at a later 

date.  

 

Student Loans 

Many students take advantage of student loans to assist in paying for their post-secondary 

education. If you wish to be considered for any of the federal or state loan programs, you must file 

the FAFSA and answer the appropriate questions.  

 

Colleges/Universities 

One of the greatest sources of scholarship aid is provided by the nation’s colleges and universities. 

These awards are made directly to the student by the college and are outright gifts which the 

student does not need to repay. While the amount of most awards is determined by a student’s 

financial need, there are usually other criteria that an applicant must meet. The most commonly 

used criterion is academic potential as measured by high school records and college entrance 

test (i.e. College Board Scholastic Aptitude and/or Achievement Tests). 
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Applying for Financial Aid (continued) 
 

However, more colleges each year are offering academic scholarships which are based 

completely on a student’s academic record without regard for the financial circumstances of the 

family. Students whose families cannot demonstrate financial need and who are strong students 

should inquire about such awards at all colleges in which they have an interest. Other scholarships, 

often called activity awards, may be given to applicants who are active in such things as debate, 

band, dramatics, newspaper or yearbook work, or athletics. College awarded scholarships often 

times will cover tuition or more and are renewable for four years, provided the student meets the 

stated requirements of the award. 

 

Local Groups/Organizations 

A number of scholarships are made available each year by many local groups, such as labor 

unions, veteran groups, fraternal societies, benevolent organizations, high school and church 

groups. Some scholarships are also offered by national groups, such as the National Merit 

Scholarship Corporation. All local scholarships for GCHS students may be found on the Naviance 

Family Connection site. Please see your counselor or Ms. Mercure for assistance. 

 

ROTC 

The Air Force, Army, and Navy all have scholarship programs to help students who are interested in 

becoming officers in the service after graduation. These scholarships pay for tuition, fees, books 

and laboratory expenses. All students who are commissioned through ROTC programs must agree 

to spend a stipulated length of time in the service. For more detailed information, students should 

contact the recruiting office of the service and the college/university in which they are interested. 

 

 

Other Sources of Financial Aid 
 

Cooperative Education 

Under this program, the student alternates periods of study with periods of work directly related to 

their academic interest. The salary students earn during their work periods enables them to pay a 

major part of his expenses. More colleges each year are participating in this program. For more 

information, write the National Commission for Cooperative Education, 360 Huntington Avenue, 

Boston, Mass. 02115 or check with the college or university of your choice. 

 

Private Educational Loans 

For those students who wish to spread the cost of attending college over the school year, most 

colleges make available information on one or more privately sponsored student loan programs, 

such as Education Funds Incorporated, Funds for Education or Tuition Plan. Under such plans, the 

company advances the money for tuition, room and board, etc., and the family repays the loan 

plus the interest in monthly installments. Life insurance in the amount of the loan may also be 

purchased from such companies. Details on the above programs may be obtained from the 

financial aid office of the college the student wishes to attend. 

 

AP Exams 

Students who are enrolled in AP classes should take the AP exams for the subject(s) they are 

enrolled in. Most colleges will give credit and/or advanced placement to students whose AP 

Examination grades are considered acceptable. This saves money on tuition. 

 

CLEP 

The College Level Examination Program is a series of examinations that allow you to show your 

knowledge in a wide range of subject areas. There are six general examinations and 30 subject 
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examinations. If you receive high enough scores you may receive credit and/or advanced 

placement. Be sure to check with the college you are planning to attend to make sure the CLEP is 

acceptable. Honor students should seriously consider taking CLEP exams. Information on CLEP 

exams is available in the Guidance office. 

 

2 + 2 

More and more students are opting for a community college their first two years and then 

transferring to a college or university to complete a Bachelor’s Degree. This option provides many 

opportunities for students on both academic and financial levels. 

 

Financial Aid and Scholarship Resources 
 

www.collegeboard.com   

College Board’s Savings Advisor. 

 

www.ed.gov   

Department of Education: Student loans, grants, laws and guidance. 

 

www.fafsa.com  

Financial Aid Office Web Page – links to college and university financial aid office web pages. 

Includes a searchable database of Title IV School Code used to fill out the Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 

 

www.fastweb.com   

Financial Aid Help: FastWeb – the financial aid information page is one of the best collections of 

free student financial aid information. This site provides a comprehensive, objective and unbiased 

collection of annotated to most financial aid resources on the Internet. It also offers the following 

free resources: 

 

 Scam Alert – Advice on identifying scholarship scams and a list of suspicious scholarship 

opportunities. 

 Financial Aid calculators – Numerous financial aid calculators, including a college cost 

proprietor, a savings plan designer, a student loan advisor, and loan payment calculator. 

 EFC Estimator – An online calculator that computes an estimate of the student’s expected 

family contributions and financial aid need using the federal need analysis methodology. 

 

 

www.goingmerry.com 

Going Merry has national, local, and school-specific scholarships so you don’t need to spend time 

browsing dozens of random sites. 

 

www.finaid.org   

EFC Estimator form – Estimates the family contribution using either federal methodology or typical 

institutional methodology. Comprehensive independent and objective guide to student financial 

aid. This page provides numerous financial aid databases free of charge.  

 

www.finaid.org/scholarships/scams.phtml 

Offers tips on spotting scholarship scams   

 

www.isac.org 
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In addition to grant and scholarship administration, a prepaid tuition program, and online 

resources, ISAC’s college access and outreach initiatives provide direct assistance to students and 

families in navigating the college-going and financial aid process. 

 

www.nelliemae.org  

Nellie Mae Loan Foundation – The largest non-profit provider of student and parent education 

loans in the county. 

 

 

Useful Websites 
 

www.act.org    

This is the official website for the ACT. It includes test dates, practice questions, and you online 

registration. 

 

www.aie.org/spanish 

Adventures in Education (in Spanish) 

 

www.ajcunet.edu 

The Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities    

 

www.allaboutcollege.com 

All about colleges – Comprehensive directory of universities around the world 

 

www.collegebasics.com    

Admissions tips and insider secrets about planning for college.  

 

 www.collegeboard.com    

Includes information on SAT test dates, sample questions, college applications online, scholarship 

and career search, Expected Family Contribution (EFC) calculator, and essay prep. 

 

www.collegeplan.org   

Provides information on college selection, admission and scholarships. 

 

www.collegeview.com   

College View    

 

 www.collegexpress.com 

Get matched to colleges and scholarships. 

 

www.ecampustours.com   

Take a virtual tour.   

 

www.embark.com   

College Edge – search by goals; get applications; alphabetical search of colleges; review of your 

college essay. 

 

www.fairtest.org/university/optional 

For a list of “test optional” colleges and universities. 

 

www.gocollege.com 

Student’s reference to finding money and getting the most out of your college education. 
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Useful Websites (continued) 
 

www.hillel.org/index 

Hillel-National Organization of Jewish Colleges. 

 

www.kaplan.com    

Kaplan test prep. 

 

www.mycollegeguide.org     

A database and general information about college life 

 

www.nacac.com    

This is a website of the National Association for College Admission Counseling. This site provides a 

great deal of unbiased information on the college admission process since it is the professional 

organization for people who work with students in the transition process. This includes high school 

guidance counselors and college admission officers. A listing of National College Fairs is provided 

as well as the specialized Performing Art Fairs. This site also includes a great deal of information for 

counselors and has forms and applications that can be downloaded. 

 

 Naviance Student 
https://student.naviance.com/grayslakecent 

This is Grayslake Central High School’s web-based research, planning and connections tool for 

students and parents. 

 

www.number2.com   

Free online ACT prep and practice tests. 

 

www.petersons.com  

Peterson’s Education Center   

 

www.princetonreview.com 

Princeton Review   

 

www.toefl.org   

TOEFL – Test for students whose native language is one other than English.  

 

 

NOTES: 
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Alternative Colleges to Consider 
 

If you are considering the bold face school, the list following suggests similar schools. 

 

Northern Illinois University 

  

A & M 

Amherst 

Auburn University 

Ball State University 

Colorado State 

Columbia 

Florida State 

Iowa State 

Irvine 

Montclair State College 

Ohio University 

Riverside 

University of Arizona 

University of California  

University of Florida 

University of Massachusetts 

University of Minnesota 

University of Missouri 

University of New Mexico 

University of North Carolina/Charlotte 

University of Northern Colorado 

University of South Florida 

  

 

Illinois State University 

  

  

Arizona State University 

Eastern Michigan University 

Grand Valley State College 

Indiana State University 

Kansas State University 

Keene State College 

Kent State University 

Montana State University 

Northern Arizona University 

Ohio University 

Pontiac State 

University of Central Florida 

University of Evansville 

University of Maine/Farmington 

University of Montana 

University of Nevada 

University of Southern Maine 

Western Michigan University 
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Alternative Colleges to Consider (continued) 
 

Western Illinois University 

  

College of Santa Fe 

Eastern New Mexico University 

Ferris State College 

New Mexico State University 

Northeastern Illinois University 

Northern Colorado University 

Northern Iowa University 

Northern Michigan University 

Southern Colorado University 

University of Toledo 

Winona State University 

Wright State University 

  

 

University of Illinois-Champaign 

  

Indiana University 

Miami University/Ohio 

Penn State University 

University of California Berkley 

University of California/Los Angeles 

University of Michigan 

University of North Carolina/Chapel Hill 

University of Texas 

University of Vermont 

University of Virginia 

  

 

If you are considering Wisconsin/Madison or Indiana Universities 

  

James Madison University 

Michigan State University 

North Carolina State University/Raleigh 

Penn State University 

Purdue University 

University of California/San Diego 

University of California/Santa Barbara 

University of California/Santa Cruz 

University of Colorado/Boulder 

University of Florida 

University of Iowa 

University of Maryland 

University of New Hampshire 

University of North Carolina/Greensboro 

University of Pittsburgh 

University of Washington 
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Glossary of College Admission Terms 
 

Accreditation 

Approval by an educational or professional organization that the college meets the regulations 

determined by the group. Each section of the country has its own accrediting organization:  

Southern, Middle Atlantic, New England, Midwestern, Northwestern, and Western. 

 

Admissions, Competitive 

This type of school has many more qualified students applying than they have room to 

accommodate. Any one of their applicants has a good chance for success, yet they cannot 

accept all of them. The basis of their admissions usually turns to other factors which they feel 

warrants granting acceptance. 

 

Admissions, Open Door 

This type of school usually has a condition for admission. If this condition has been met, the student 

is automatically eligible for admission. 

 

Admissions, Provisional 

This is a conditional admission generally granted to students who do not meet all admissions 

criteria. For example, a student may be provisionally admitted on the condition that they maintain 

a “C” average their first semester at the college. 

 

Advisor 

An advisor is a member of the teaching faculty who advises students on course selections and 

curriculum concerns. 

Glossary of College Admission Terms (continued) 

 

Application Deadline 

Every school decides for itself the cutoff date for candidate applications. It is important to check 

the application deadline at each school you are interested in attending. 

 

Application Fee 

A non-refundable fee is usually charged for submitting an application to a college. 

 

Candidate Agreement Date 

Schools using this agreement do not notify their applicants until a specified date, unusually in mid-

April, and request a decision from the student by May 1st, (the Candidate Reply Agreement 

Date). They usually require a deposit to hold the applicant’s space in the upcoming class. 

 

Church-related College 

A private college that is financially supported and whose policies are influenced to a degree by a 

religious denomination. 

 

Common App/Common Application 

The Common Application is a not-for-profit organization that serves students and member 

institutions by providing an admission application – online and in print – that students may submit 

to any of our 488 members. Why use it? Once completed online or in print, copies of the 

Application for Undergraduate Admission can be sent to any number of participating colleges. 

The same is true of the School Report, Optional Report, Midyear Report, Final Report and Teacher 

Evaluation forms. This allows you to spend less time on the busywork of applying for admission, and 

more time on what's really important: college research, visits, essay writing, and senior year 

coursework. 
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Glossary of College Admission Terms (continued) 
 

Consortium 

When several colleges and universities are within a close geographical proximity, they often join 

together in a consortium. The advantages of attending a college which is a member of a 

consortium are that the student has the resources of many libraries instead of just one; the 

opportunity to take courses at a member institution which are not available at their own college; 

and the advantage of the combined cultural and educational opportunities offered when the 

members of the consortium unite to present panel discussions, special lectures, and unusual 

courses. 

 

Co-Operative Education 

Work experience related to the students major in college. 

 

Counseling Center 

A resource center where counselors aid students in educational, vocational, and personal growth. 

 

Course load 

The number of hours the student is scheduled for in a given semester or quarter. The maximum is 

usually fifteen hours on a semester system and sixteen-quarter hours on a quarter system. 

 

Deferred Admissions 

This policy allows the college to postpone making a decision about a candidate until additional 

data is collected. It is neither acceptance nor rejection. It indicates the college is interested and 

would like to know more about the candidate. 

 

Degree 

A college diploma indicates the amount and type of study in terms of various degrees. Two years 

of college may lead to an Associate of Arts Degree; four years of college study usually leads to a 

Bachelor’s Degree. 

 

Department 

A division of the college, which offers instruction in a specific branch of study: i.e. the Psychology 

Department. 

 

Elective Course 

A course the student selects to fulfill credit hours required for graduation but is not a requirement 

for your major. 

 

FAFSA 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid. 

 

FERPA Waiver 

FERPA gives you the right to review confidential letters of recommendation under certain 

circumstances IF you are enrolled in college and that college saves the recommendations for 

enrolled students, OR you are 18 or older. 2. In the application you'll be asked if you want to waive 

this right. Why would you want to do that? Waiving your right lets colleges know that you do not 

intend to read your recommendations, which helps reassure colleges that the letters are candid 

and truthful. 

 

Financial Aid Grant 

This is a gift, which is not repaid. It is usually based on need, not on reward for excellence. 
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Glossary of College Admission Terms (continued) 
 

Financial Aid Scholarship 

A gift, which is not repaid and usually signifies academic excellence. This can also signify other 

kinds of excellence, such as athletic and musical talent, etc. In most cases, the amount is 

determined by need. 

 

Guaranteed Tuition 

A college may guarantee an entering freshman that tuition charges will not increase during the 

four years of attendance. Tuition is only raised for succeeding freshman   

 

Honors Program 

A plan designed to encourage superior students to engage in more challenging programs in their 

area of concentration. Students who succeed in meeting the stringent requirements of an honor 

program are usually granted “Honor” degrees. 

Humanities 

These studies refer to the cultural world and are usually classified as the classics; dramatic art, 

English, general and comparative literature, journalism, music, philosophy, religion, and language. 

Many colleges divide offerings into three divisions:  humanities, social sciences, and natural 

sciences. 

 

ISAC 

Illinois Student Assistance Commission 

 

Junior/Community College 

A college offering a two-year program rather than a four-year program. It usually offers vocational 

programs as well as the first two years of a four-year college program. The student in the 

vocational program usually goes directly into the workforce after graduation, while the student in 

the academic program usually transfers to a four-year college. 

 

Liberal Arts College 

A term pertaining to the tradition of liberal education. It usually requires a nucleus of courses in the 

sciences, humanities, social sciences, fine arts, and foreign language. Students in this type of 

college are encouraged to develop interests and talents supplementing their major subjects and 

to take courses of a cultural value. 

 

Placement Test 

A battery of tests designed to assess student’s aptitudes and level of achievement in various 

academic areas so they can select the courses most appropriate for them. 

 

Practicum 

A college experience through study and practical work; example:  student teaching practicum. 

 

Private College 

A college not supported by public taxes. It may be independent or church-related. 

 

Probation 

Students whose grade point average is below “C” sometimes are placed on scholastic probation. 

If the average is not raised to a certain prescribed level, the student is asked to withdraw.  

 

Provisional Acceptance 

All acceptances to colleges are provisional, based on satisfactory completion of high school. 
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Glossary of College Admission Terms (continued) 
 

 

Public College 

A college supported by public taxes. 

 

Quarter System 

A system dividing the academic year into fall, winter, spring, and summer quarters; each quarter is 

ten to eleven weeks in duration. 

 

Registration 

A process at the beginning of each semester or quarter when the student selects the courses they 

will take, pays fees, and sets up a class schedule for the semester or the quarter. 

 

Remedial Courses 

Non-credit courses taken to help the student with a weak background in a particular area to 

prepare for a credit course in that area. Example: Preparation for College Math might be taken 

before College Algebra. 

 

ROTC 

Many colleges have units of the Reserve Officer’s Training Corps. They require military service after 

graduation and offer two and four-year programs of military training which culminates into an 

officer’s commission. In some colleges, credits for these courses can be applied toward fulfillment 

of degree requirements (Army, Navy and Air Force). 

 

Rush Week 

A period set aside by the Inter-fraternity and /or Pan-Hellenic councils with the approval of the 

college for fraternity and sorority invitations to prospective members. 

 

Student Counseling Services 

This service is provided to assist the students in solving personal, social, and academic problems. 

 

Study Abroad Programs 

Students can study in other countries as part of their college experience. 

 

Technical School 

A program directed toward vocational preparation only. The amount of time taken to complete 

this program will vary, but is usually no longer than two years. 

 

Terminal Program 

A program of study in which the student completes their studies in a pre-selected period of time. 

This program is directed toward vocational preparation only. The amount of time taken to 

complete this program will vary, but it is usually no longer than two years. 

 

Test Optional 

Colleges and universities that do not use SAT/ACT scores for admitting substantial numbers of 

students into bachelor degree programs. 

 

Transcript 

The official record of a student’s academic performance from the time of their entrance into a 

given institution to the end of the last semester. 
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Glossary of College Admission Terms (continued) 
 

Trimester 

A division of the academic year divided into three terms, each term being fifteen to eighteen 

weeks in duration. 

 

Tuition 

The charge for instruction, usually based on the credit hour. For example, if a tuition charge is 

$50.00 per credit hour, the charge for a three-credit course will be $150.00. 

 

Undergraduate 

A student who has not received his bachelor’s degree. 

 

University 

An institution offering education beyond high school which unites several separate colleges into 

one large administrative unit. For example, the University of Illinois combines several colleges, such 

as the College of Engineering, The College of Education, the College of Commerce and Business 

Administration, etc. into one university system. 

 

Wait Listed 

Students just below the admissions acceptance level are frequently put on a wait list at some 

selective colleges and universities. These students may be accepted for admission at a later date 

if space becomes available. 

 

NOTES: 
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NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

38 

NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


