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INSTRUCTION 
 
Homework, K-6 
 
 
Homework is a teacher-planned learning activity which takes place outside of a 
student's regular school hours.  As such, homework should reinforce classroom 
learning and expand on a student's school experiences. 
 
Homework assignments are to be specific and related to teaching objectives.  
The amount of homework assigned, appropriateness, complexity, scope, and 
the evaluation of homework should be related to the needs and abilities of the 
individual student as determined by the professional judgment of the teacher. 
 
1. Homework will be assigned on such a regular and frequent basis 

(Monday - Thursday) as determined by the individual teacher in 
his/her professional judgment.  However, a homework assignment 
in primary grades 1-3 normally should not exceed 20 minutes per 
day and 45 minutes in grades 4-6.  The type of homework 
assignments may vary and may not always be in written form. 

 
2. Kindergarten homework assignments should stimulate students to 

talk often with their parents and encourage parents to read to their 
children. 

 
3. Homework assignments in grades 1-3 should promote the 

development of basic skills.  They should also encourage family 
participation. 

 
4. In grades 4-6, homework should continue to reinforce skill 

development and encourage family participation.  Assignments 
should help develop good personal study habits and may include 
occasional special projects.  Teachers should instruction students on 
how to develop good study techniques and habits. 
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5. Homework assignments should not require use of specialized 

materials at home, such as encyclopedias or dictionaries, unless the 
school lends such materials to the students. 

 
6. Homework should reinforce learning and not be used or designed as 

punishment. 
 
The principal is responsible for: 
 
1. Supporting the staff in the implementation of the homework policy. 
 
2. Articulating the District's policy to the teachers, students, and 

parents/guardians. 
 
3. Informing parents/guardians and teachers of the values of 

homework. 
 
The teacher is responsible for: 
 
1. Assigning homework as an integral part of the instructional 

program as determined by the individual teacher's professional 
judgment. 

 
2. Clarifying the homework guidelines and the individual teacher's 

implementation to students and parents or guardians. 
 
3. Assigning homework which is appropriate to the instructional level 

of each student and evaluating the same. 
 
The student is responsible for: 
 
1. Completing the homework assignment and striving to produce 

his/her best work, and accepting the responsibility of completing 
the assignment. 
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2. Assuming responsibility for returning all books. 
 
3. Taking the initiative in making up work missed. 
 
The parent(s) or guardian(s) are responsible for: 
 
1. Showing interest in their children's work. 
 
2. Encouraging their children and offering help, insisting that the 

children do their own work. 
 
3. Providing a suitable time and quiet place for home study, as well as 

encouraging them to complete assignments. 
 
4. Developing their children's initiative and responsibility by helping 

them schedule their time and checking to see that assignments are 
complete. 

 
5. Insisting upon the proper use and care of books and materials. 
 
6. Talking with individual teachers if there are questions about the 

homework assignments. 
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