
MODESTO CITY SCHOOLS 
Administrative Regulation 
 
 AR 3541.1 
 
 
BUSINESS AND NON-INSTRUCTIONAL OPERATIONS 
 
Transportation Home-to-School 
 
 
1. The Modesto City Schools Elementary and High School Districts will 

assume responsibility to furnish transportation for students for the 
educational enterprises that are inherently and directly a part of the 
curriculum.  The full cost for such trips, when approved, will be paid by the 
District for all such trips within the boundaries of the respective district. 

 
Examples of activities covered are: 

 
A. Class or department trips during school hours. 
B. Class or department trips outside class time (attendance voluntary). 
C. Vocational guidance trips. 
D. Approved scheduled activities. 

 
Requests for transportation for items a, b, c, beyond the boundaries of the 
respective district will not usually be granted, particularly when equivalent 
experiences are available within the District boundaries. 
 
Requests for transportation for Board approved scheduled activities will be 
submitted on the proper forms following approval of scheduled activity and 
at least one week prior to the activity. 
 
Examples of activities covered are: 

 
A. Transportation for approved athletic schedules. 
B. Transportation for approved debate and forensic activities. 
C. Approved 7th/8th grade and high school music festivals and 
 other special music activities. 

 
2. In the case of transportation involving curricular and extra-curricular 

activities that have student body income or are for the benefit of individual 
students, the student body or such groups as they designate, or the 
individual student will assume the bus mile cost for transportation. 



 AR 3541.1 (a) 
 
 
BUSINESS AND NON-INSTRUCTIONAL OPERATIONS 
 
Transportation Home-to-School 
 
 

Examples of activities covered are: 
 

A. Rooters accompanying athletic teams. 
B. Band and related equipment. 
C. Exchange rallies. 
D. Cheerleaders, yell leaders, song leaders. 

 
The rate charged for use of the school bus equipment in paragraph 2, 
immediate preceding, shall be the actual cost per bus mile, based on 
experience of the previous school year, and the actual salary cost of driver 
or drivers assigned to trips, plus $.06 per mile for bus replacement. 

 
3. If and when transportation is needed, inside or outside the District, for the 

purpose of student appearance before service clubs, broadcast stations, or 
other schools, and request initiates primarily from the Board of Education or 
the central administration, the District will pay the cost of transportation. 

 
4. Transportation requests for school-owned transportation facilities when 

authorized by present provision of Board policy, but for which no prior 
administrative approval has been given shall be submitted to the Supervisor 
of Transportation at least one week prior to need.  In no case shall request 
for transportation be made after the time of departure of the trip. 

 
 Transportation requests for activities already approved by Board and/or 

administrative policies, such as transporting of athletes to league games, 
shall be routed for each trip directly to the Supervisor of Transportation 
from the principal at least one week prior to the time of departure. 

 
5. The policy of the Modesto Board of Education is to require use of regular 

school-owned vehicles by student groups under these regulations for all 
possible enterprises, both inside and outside the District. 

 
6. Requests for bus transportation involving difficult mountain driving will 

usually be denied, unless it can be shown to administrative officials that the 
trip is necessary and a part of curriculum practice, that the route is safe 
and convenient to bus use. 

 



 AR 3541.1 (b) 
 
 
BUSINESS AND NON-INSTRUCTIONAL OPERATIONS 
 
Transportation Home-to-School 
 
 
7. All teachers or employed student drivers operating school-owned vehicles to 

transport students for any purpose must have a school bus driver’s 
certificate, and if they receive any compensation must, in addition, hold a 
chauffeur’s license. 

 
8. If a school employee desires to use his privately owned vehicle for 

transporting students on authorized trips, permission on a reimbursement 
basis will usually be granted under the following conditions. 

 
A. The cost to the District is no more than if District-owned vehicles 

were utilized. 
 
B. The physical comfort of the students being transported is equal to 

that which would be enjoyed in District-owned vehicles. 
 
C. The owner of the vehicle is to inform himself of the limitations of 

the District insurance insofar as his personal liability is concerned. 
 
D. The owner of the vehicle shall carry automobile liability insurance 

in his own behalf in a sufficient amount to adequately protect him 
against law suits which might result should student passengers be 
injured while in transit.  It is difficult to arrive at a figure deemed 
“sufficient” inasmuch as the exposure to risk would depend upon 
the number of passengers, severity of injury, negligence on the part 
of the driver and/or owner, etc.  It is recommended that an amount 
be determined by the owner after consultation with insurance 
carrier. 

 
9. In cases when students are transported by parents on trips which are not a 

part of the approved curriculum and for which District transportation is not 
furnished, no principal nor other school official shall assign students to 
private cars, nor officially organize such trips on behalf of the school 
district.  Where such a trip is arranged, it should be wholly within the 
responsibility of the Dad’s Club, P.T.A., or other parent group sponsoring 
the trip.  School insurance protects the District and the employees only (not 
employees’ cars).  


