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PHILOSOPHY-GOALS-OBJECTIVES AND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 
Philosophy of Education 
 
 
The Modesto Board of Education recognizes the importance of an equal, but not 
identical, educational opportunity for everyone.  The success of our representative 
democratic government depends upon the wise, mature and intelligent decisions of 
the people being represented. 
 
The philosophy of the Board of Education is expressed in the following statements: 
 
The system of public education should be free, so that no one be denied an 
opportunity because of financial limitation; universal, available to all, regardless of 
race, color, creed, or sex; and compulsory, in order that every citizen may be made 
aware of his rights and responsibilities in a democracy. 
 
The aim of education is to develop a mature citizen, with this maturity being 
evidenced in four ways: 
 
First, the educated citizen must have an awareness of his strengths and limitations 
and be constantly striving to attain the highest goals of which he is capable. 
 
Second, he must be a responsible, contributing member to the development of a 
better community, nation, and world. 
 
Third, he must be an economically productive citizen, working at a job which 
enables him to utilize his greatest talents. 
 
And, finally, he must be adept in his relationships with his family, his community, 
nation, and his world. 
 
Public education must concern itself with the mental, physical, social and emotional 
development of every child that attends the public schools.  Further, we believe that 
there is an inter-dependence of these areas, one upon the other, and that neglect of 
one area may affect the successful development of another. 
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Mental training is a difficult process.  It can be accomplished only by meaningful 
drill and discipline in certain fundamental skills or tools of knowledge which should 
be the foundation of an integrated course of study from kindergarten through 
twelfth grade.  We consider that skill and knowledge in themselves are means to be 
an end, the development of an effective individual.  A child must learn to think for 
himself, to recognize problems and solve them by using the facts he has acquired. 
 
The physical development of each child is of paramount importance; therefore, the 
public school must do everything in its power to help each child develop those skills 
and abilities, knowledge and attitudes which will enable him to participate 
successfully in the society of which he is a member. 
 
Modesto City Schools must give serious attention to the social development of every 
child entrusted to its care. 
 
The area of human relationships is one of the most complex, yet one of the most 
important, in determining the successes which individuals and nations experience 
in the course of their history.  The school is partially responsible for teaching these 
relationships, so that every youngster may experience success in his associations 
with others. 
 
Man’s actions, to a great degree, are influenced by and reflect his emotional 
condition. Thus, if society is to be served to advantage, it is essential that every 
child be helped by Modesto City Schools to develop emotional maturity. 
 
It is the function of the school to help each child understand the nature of the 
universe in which he lives--the world outside and the world within himself--and the 
changing nature of his role in a dynamic society. 
 
The public schools are entrusted with the charge of making children proud of their 
heritage as citizens of this country, of awakening in them enthusiastic appreciation 
of their privileges, and of instilling in them the realization that only as they accept 
the responsibilities of a democratic citizenship can they hope to enjoy its rights.  In 
order to accomplish this, the schools must provide each student with an 
understanding of the social and cultural values upon which American democracy 
was founded. 



           BP 0100 (b) 
 
 
PHILOSOPHY-GOALS-OBJECTIVES AND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 
Philosophy of Education 
 
 
Good facilities and instructional materials are essential for quality education.  More 
important, however, are good teachers.  A good teacher must have at his command a 
mastery of the subject areas he is attempting to communicate to children, a 
familiarity with successful teaching techniques and procedures, an understanding 
of the love for children, and a dedication to the belief that an educated citizenry is 
the only means of insuring a continuation of our democratic way of life.  The teacher 
is worthy of the best the community can give in money, respect, and appreciation. 
 
The role of administration should be a democratic, not an autocratic, one.  
Successful leadership will depend greatly on the ability to inspire self-confidence 
and successful actions in others.  It is our belief that as agents of the community, 
school administrators should carry out the policies of the community with energy, 
loyalty, and enthusiasm. 
 
Modesto City Schools should be governed by written policies, rules and regulations 
adopted by the Board of Education and which have been developed cooperatively by 
the pupils, teachers, and administrators who are affected by them.  It is our further 
conviction that all written policy statements should be reviewed periodically by 
these people. 
 
Lay participation in school affairs is essential if the schools are to serve the 
residents of Modesto City Schools.  It is the responsibility of the administration to 
provide means whereby citizens may make known their desires for the education of 
their children. 
 
The American way of life, despite its shortcomings, is the best way that has yet 
been devised for men to live together in potential harmony and quality.  In its 
flexibility and adaptability is its strength.  Its survival depends upon the success 
with which public education can meet the needs of a rapidly changing world.  The 
Board of Education recognizes its responsibility to constantly re-think the 
educational objectives, re-examine the content of the curriculum; and modify the 
methods of instruction to meet the ever-changing needs. 
 
Education is among the most challenging, frustrating, and rewarding of human 
endeavors.  It demands vision, integrity, vigor, optimism, and courage. The greatest 
of all resources are--our children.  They are entitled to the best in time, money, and 
effort that a responsible public and dedicated profession can provide for them. 


