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Sara Noguchi, Ed. D. became the 17th Superintendent of the Modesto City Schools 
in July 2018, with a unanimous vote by the Board of Education. 

Honored and humbled to serve as Superintendent, Dr. Noguchi believes her 
essential responsibility is to ensure all areas of district operations focus on helping 
every student succeed. 

Dr. Noguchi's more than 30 years in education include instructional positions across 
highly diverse communities, from teacher to chief executive. Throughout her 
administrative career, Dr. Noguchi focused on strategic planning and data-based 
decisions. 

A skilled communicator committed to the improvement of student outcomes, Dr. 
Noguchi is a team-builder who brings optimism, self-discipline, unsurpassed work 
ethic and commitment to every challenge. She is determined to create opportunities 
for all students and ensure they possess skills for success. 

Dr. Noguchi is steadfastly committed to advancing meaningful work in the areas of 
Equity and Racial Justice. She led the development of the Equity and Racial Justice 
Taskforce in Modesto, which guides the district forward in changes needed in policy, 
practice and procedures, through an equity lens. This ensures students are met 
where they are and provided necessary supports based on their individual needs, 
rather than a one-size-fits-all approach. 

Recognizing that building capacity of the workforce is essential for student outcome 
improvement, Dr. Noguchi created the Curriculum and Instruction, Professional 
Development Department at Modesto City Schools. By doing so, she was 
instrumental in ensuring that MCS staff have access to quality professional 
development. Central to her vision is the commitment that site administrators and 
instructional leaders can collaborate and knowledge share. This is evident in the 
structures that Dr. Noguchi has put into place, including a principal pipeline, the 
principal coaching model, and approval from the California Department of 
Education for Modesto City Schools to be a provider of administrator credentialing, 
becoming the first school district in the County to obtain this level of approval. 



Rounding out her vision as the leader of Modesto City Schools is Dr. Noguchi’s 
commitment to implementing several innovative initiatives during her tenure at the 
District. Her ability to strategize and look forward is integral in the implementation 
of robust Career Technical Education programming; sustainability initiatives such 
as solar power, outdoor learning environments and electric bus purchases; and the 
development and utilization of a data-rich metrics dashboard that ensures teachers 
and principals have reliable tools to make informed decisions regarding the 
instructional process. 

Dr. Noguchi’s passion for education began in 1992, when she accepted her first 
teaching position as a math teacher at Samuel Jackman Middle School in the Elk 
Grove Unified School District. Ten years later she moved into administration as vice 
principal, principal and ultimately Director of Secondary Education for Elk Grove 
Unified, the largest school district in Northern California. 

In 2011, Dr. Noguchi was appointed Assistant Superintendent for the Central Area 
in the Sacramento City Unified School District, and eventually became Interim 
Superintendent. During her tenure at Sacramento City Unified, Dr. Noguchi 
developed a parent champion program to increase parent and community 
engagement, led the move to a new Student Information System and the 
implementation of Common Core Standards. 

Before joining Modesto City Schools, Dr. Noguchi was Associate Superintendent, 
Innovation, Research and Design for the Twin Rivers Unified School District. At 
Twin Rivers, she led the development of a districtwide principal and teacher data 
dashboard, districtwide Visual and Performing Arts initiative, and expansion of 
Career Technical Education Programs. 

She worked with a Twin Rivers team on the development and implementation of a 
Multi-Tiered System of Support, which included an expansion of Positive 
Behavioral Interventions and Supports and Restorative Practices. She developed a 
Peer Assistance Review program to ensure teacher support and planned and 
facilitated an Early Childhood Education Task Force and School Safety Task Force. 

Dr. Noguchi has participated in multiple partnerships and community committees, 
including Capital Align Region, City of Sacramento Gang Task Force, Promise Zone, 
Choice Neighborhood and Sacramento State Advisory Committees. She represented 
Twin Rivers on several state-level panels and committees on Early Childhood 
Education and Innovative Programs. 



In 2021, Dr. Noguchi’s dedication to students, staff and families was recognized by 
the Association of California School Administrators when she was named 
Superintendent of the Year for Region 7. Dr. Noguchi serves as a Board of Director 
for the Fiscal Crisis and Management Assistance Team, a Board Member for the 
Professional Development Coalition, Member of California Association of Suburban 
School Districts, Member of the Superintendent Advisory Council for CSBA, and a 
member of the Northern California Superintendents’ Network. 

Dr. Noguchi earned a Doctor of Education degree in Administration and 
Supervision and an Administrative Services Credential from University of the 
Pacific, a Master of Arts degree in Curriculum and Instruction from California State 
University, Sacramento, and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Liberal Studies from San 
Diego State University. 

Dr. Noguchi is the mother of three children and has two grandchildren.  

Modesto City Schools employs 4,500 people who serve the District's 30,000 students. 


