
Timeline: Senior Year 

TESTING 

**Provided there are no cancellations or 

adjustments due to COVID.** 

ACT—Register online at www.actstudent.org 

Test Date  Registration Deadline 

September 11, 2021 August 6, 2021 

October 23, 2021               September 17, 2021 

December 11, 2021            November 5, 2021 

February12, 2022   January 7, 2022 

April 2, 2022                    February 25, 2022 

June 11, 2022                    May 6, 2022 

July 16, 2022  June 17, 2022 

SAT/Subject Tests—Register  online at 

   

 www.collegeboard.com 

Test Date               Registration Deadline 

August 28, 2021  July 30, 2021 

October 2, 2021              September 3, 2021 

November 6, 2021              October 8, 2021 

December 4, 2021 November 4, 2021 

March 12, 2022  February 11, 2022 

May 7, 2022  Apr 8, 2022 

June 4, 2022  May 5, 2022 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) EXAMS  

Week 1  —  May 2 — 6, 2022 

Week 2  —  May 9 — 13, 2022 

Note:  It is your responsibility to send your ACT/

SAT/Subject Test scores to colleges.  You may do 

this online at the respective testing company’s 

website. 

Counselor’s Tip:  Each time you take the ACT or 

SAT, you can send your score to up to four colleges 

for FREE.  If you wait to report your scores at a 

later date, it will cost you approximately $10 per 

college. 

GNHS CEEB/School Code: 

142-126  

 

September: 

 Obtain a copy of your academic history from your counselor.  Use it to 

complete college applications.  Make sure you are on track to 

graduate. 

 Take four academic core classes (English, Social Studies, Math, 

Science, and a foreign language) both semesters of senior year. 

 Continue to use Naviance to narrow your list of colleges and 

investigate application requirements. 

 Meet with your counselor, especially if you need a counselor letter of 

recommendation. 

 Review college applications with your counselor and the college 

counselor. 

 Request teacher recommendation(s), if you have not done so already. 

 Meet with college representatives when they visit the CCRC.  This is 

an extremely important opportunity to meet with the person who will 

probably read your application. 

 Register for the ACT, SAT, and/or Subject Tests if you plan to take or 

retake. 

 Work on your college essay 

 Investigate scholarships. 

 Visit the colleges you are interested in. 

October: 

 Parents should attend our Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) Completion Workshop 

 Complete the FAFSA. 

 Attend the CLC College Fair. 

 Complete Early Action, Early Decision and priority applications for 

October/November deadlines. 

 Remember to complete the Transcript Release Form at least ten 

working days before the college deadline for each college you are 

applying to. 

 Send official test scores from the ACT and/or SAT testing agencies 

November/December: 

 Beware of Deadlines! 

 Continue to investigate scholarships.  Check out the scholarship list 

on the Grayslake North website.  

January-March: 

 Thank the faculty member(s) who wrote your letters of 

recommendation. 

 Continue to research and apply for scholarships 

 Register for AP Exams 

 Visit or revisit colleges, if undecided. 

 Investigate housing options at your colleges. 

April-May: 

 Make your final college decision by May 1, the National Candidate 

Reply Date, and send in your deposit. 

 Take AP exams. 

 Complete Senior Survey to indicate where to send your final 

transcript. 

 Graduate!!! 
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College/University 

Type 

College/University 

Examples 

Average ACT/SAT 

Scores Required 

College Academic Rec-

ommendations 
GNHS Graduation Requirements 

Highly Competi-

tive Colleges & 

Universities 

Extremely high admis-

sion standards:  Ivy 

League, some Big Ten, 

Major Independents, 

such as Duke, U of Chi-

cago, Northwestern; 

and premier liberal arts 

schools 

ACT:  31-35 

  

SAT:  1400—1560 

4 yrs. English 

4 yrs. Advanced Math 

4 yrs. Laboratory Science 

4 yrs. World Language 

3 yrs. Social Science 

4 yrs. English 

3 yrs. Math 

2 yrs. Laboratory Science 

3 yrs. Social Science 

Competitive Col-

leges and Univer-

sities 

Big Ten schools, U of I, 

George Washington, 

Michigan, Oberlin, 

UCLA 

  

Admission criteria vary 

widely and competition 

for specific academic 

programs can be in-

tense. 

ACT:  27-32 

  

SAT:  1280—1420 

4 yrs. English 

4 yrs. Advanced Math 

4 yrs. Laboratory Science 

4 yrs. World Language 

3 yrs. Social Science 

4 yrs. English 

3 yrs. Math 

2 yrs. Laboratory Science 

3 yrs. Social Science 

Major Public Uni-

versities and Lib-

eral Arts Colleges 

Dayton, DePaul, Iowa, 

Loyola, Marquette, 

Miami University, Uni-

versity of Denver 

ACT:  23-29 

  

SAT:  1140—1340 

4 yrs. English 

4 yrs. Advanced Math 

4 yrs. Laboratory Science 

2-4 yrs. World Language 

3 yrs. Social Science 

4 yrs. English 

3 yrs. Math 

2 yrs. Laboratory Science 

3 yrs. Social Science 

Mid-size/public 

universities, Small 

Private Schools, & 

Community Col-

leges 

Bradley University, 

Illinois State, Indiana 

State, SIU, Western 

Illinois University, 

Augustana College 

  

Community College:  

CLC 

ACT:  22-28 

  

SAT:  1110—1310 

4 yrs. English 

3-4 yrs. Advanced Math 

3 yrs. Laboratory Science 

2 yrs. World Language 

3 yrs. Social Science 

  

Community Colleges:  

High school diploma or 

equivalent. 

4 yrs. English 

3 yrs. Math 

2 yrs. Laboratory Science 

3 yrs. Social Science 

Trade and Tech-

nical Schools:  

These schools are 

most concerned with 

a student’s career 

aptitude. 

Triccoci University of 

Beauty Culture, Envi-

ronmental Technical 

Institute 

ACT:  Not required 

  

SAT:  Not required 

High school diploma or 

equivalent. 

4 yrs. English 

3 yrs. Math 

2 yrs. Laboratory Science 

3 yrs. Social Science 

COLLEGE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS COMPARISON CHART 

 

Colleges may consider several or all of the following factors in determining admission eligibility:  pattern of high 

school coursework, grades in academic courses, grade point average, test scores, essay, college major, talents, 

leadership roles, community activists, evidence of exceptional motivation, letters of recommendation, and/or ath-

letic ability.  Exact admission requirements will vary by school and program. 



Counselor’s Tips for a Smooth Start to Senior 

Year 

 Plan ahead and observe all deadlines.  Place an 

“Important dates and Deadlines Calendar” in a 

prominent place in your home.  Check it often and 

keep track of your passwords! 

 Proofread.  Before clicking submit on your 

application, double and triple check to be sure you do 

not have any grammatical errors within your 

application. 

 It is imperative that you respect application 

and transcript deadlines.  Give us time to ensure 

that your transcript and recommendation letters are 

complete and ready to go. 

 Read the fine print!  Carefully check colleges’ 

application requirements and deadlines.  Be sure you 

are meeting academic and testing requirements. 

 Avoid “Senioritis!”  Many colleges ask for an 

updated “seventh semester” transcript to check your 

senior grades. 

 Ask questions of your counselor and the college 

counselor. 

GNHS CEEB/School Code: 

142-126  

Admission Options: 
There are several admission options schools use when 

processing student applications. 

 

Regular Admission 

 Students submit an application by a specified date 

and receive a decision in a clearly stated period of 

time. 

 

Rolling Admission 

 Institutions review applications as they are 

submitted and render admission decisions throughout 

the admission cycle. 

 

Early Action 

 Students apply early and receive a decision well in 

advance of the institution’s regular response date. 

 

Restrictive Early Action (non-binding) 

 Students apply to an institution of preference and 

receive a decision early. They may be restricted from 

applying ED or EA or REA to other institutions. If 

offered enrollment, they have until May 1 to confirm. 

 

Early Decision (binding) 

 Students make a commitment to a first-choice 

institution where, if admitted they definitely will 

enroll. The application deadline and decision deadline 

occur early. 

Everything You Need to Know to Apply for College 

Questions to Ask a College Representative at a College Fair, Campus 

Visit, or High School Visit 

1) What is the composition of the student body (e.g. from what states, how 

many students, male/female ratio, commuter vs. residential, racial and cul-

tural backgrounds)? 

2) What percentage of students live on campus?  Is on-campus housing guaran-

teed for freshman?  How are roommates selected? 

3) Do you offer a wide variety of majors?  Can students easily change their 

course of study?  How many students double major or pursue more than one 

interest? 

4) What percentage of last year’s first-year students returned for their sopho-

more year? 

5) What percentage of students graduate in four years?  What percentage grad-

uate in five years? 

6) What is the academic advising system like?  How do first-year students 

choose their classes? 

7) Do faculty members teach courses, or are they taught mostly by graduate 

students?  What is the average class size for freshman? 

8) What courses are required?  Can I get credit for AP courses? 

9) Are there opportunities for research, independent study, internships, and 

study abroad? 

10) What services are available on campus to help me with career planning? 

11) What recreation facilities and student organizations are there for the activi-

ties that I enjoy? 

12) Are students happy? 

13) Is there a public transportation system, making it easy for students to get 

around without a car? 

14) What is the neighborhood surrounding campus like?  How do students get 

involved in the local community? 

15) Do you offer merit or academic scholarship?  What is the application process 

like for scholarships? 

16) What are the characteristics of this school that make it distinctive? 

Campus Visits 

You never know what a college is like unless you see it for yourself.  Bro-

chures or virtual tours cannot replace the picture you will get by actually 

being there.  You may plan your own visit or go on a day when the school is 

hosting a special campus visit.  You may be excused up to four days per year .  

You must complete a College Visit Absence Form available in the College and 

Career Center. 

Suggestions for a successful college visit 

· Plan your visit in advance.  Set up an appointment with the admissions 

office.  Bring a copy of your transcript with you. 

· Try to schedule a visit when school is in session.   

· Take time to tour the Campus.  Talk to students and ask questions. 

· Visit the surrounding town.  Can you see yourself in these surroundings? 

Areas to look at: 

· Surroundings and atmosphere: Does the campus seem peaceful or overly 

isolated? Is it active enough?  How does it feel? 

· Facilities:  Dorms, Campus Layout, Transportation? 

· Student Life:  Clubs, organizations, intramurals?  Fraternities, Sorori-

ties? 



GNHS CEEB/School Code: 

142-126  
Everything You Need to Know to Apply for College 

Letters of Recommendation 

Check each college’s admission requirements carefully to determine if you need letter of recommendation.  If the college does  

require a letter from a teacher, they usually only need one.  Do not ask for multiple letters of recommendation if they are not 

needed. 

     Steps to Request a Teacher and/or Counselor Letter of Recommendation: 

             1)   You must complete your Transcript Release Request. 

2)   Ask your teacher if they would be willing to write a letter on your behalf.  Give your teacher plenty of time (at 

least two weeks) to write the best letter they can! 

3)   Once they have agreed to write your letter, login onto your Naviance Family Connection account.                                  

https://student.naviance.com/grayslakenorth  

4)   Click on the “Colleges” tab at the top of the page 

5)   Under  ‘Apply to College’, click on “letters of recommendation”  

6)   Click on “add/cancel requests”  

7)   Click the name of the teacher who will be writing your recommendation.  You will click the schools in which you 

need a letter of recommendation. 

8)   Thoughtfully complete the Teacher Recommendation Questionnaire located under the “about me” tab, in ‘my sur-

veys’, and save your answers once you are finished.  (teachers and counselors have access to the information you pro-

vide.) 

9)   Inform your teacher that the questionnaire has been completed. 

       Steps to Order a Transcript: 

1) Each time you apply to a college or a scholarship, you MUST complete at Transcript Release Form.  

The Transcript Release Form is available on the GNHS website (https://www.d127.org/north/guidance/

transcripts) or in your CCRC Schoology course, in the ‘materials’ folder.  It is a Google form. 

2) Transcript Release Forms MUST be completed at least ten working days before the college/

scholarship deadline. 

  

 

 Seniors MUST adhere to the following deadlines. 

  IF COLLEGE/SCHOLARSHIP TRANSCRIPT RELEASE DUE 

  DEADLINE IS:   TO COUNSELOR BY: 

   November 1   October 18 

   November 15   November 1 

   December 1   November 14 

   December 15   December 1 

   January 1   December 5 

   January 15   January 3 

   February 1   January 18 

   February 15   February 1 

   March 1   February 15 

   March 15   March 1 

https://student.naviance.com/grayslakenorth
https://www.d127.org/north/guidance/transcripts
https://www.d127.org/north/guidance/transcripts


GNHS CEEB/School Code: 

142-126  
Everything You Need to Know to Apply for College 

Information for Student Athletes 

If you are considering participating in collegiate sports, com-

plete the application for the NCAA eligibility online at 

www.eligibilitycenter.org.  

Before you leave school for the summer, complete a Tran-

script Release Form to send a copy of your transcript to 

the NCAA.  This transcript must include grades through the 

end of junior year. 

For more information on the NCAA eligibility process, visit 

www.eligibilitycenter.org.   

Naviance Tips 

Log into Naviance - link can be found on the GNHS website under 

‘quick links’ and is also in your CCRC Schoology Course, in the 

‘materials’ tab then Naviance folder. 

Once on the SIGN IN page, click on ‘continue with single sign on’. 

 Use the “Resume Builder” under the “about me” tab to create a 

resume of your extracurricular activities, work experience, and 

honors/awards.  This will be invaluable as you complete college 

applications. 

 Start researching scholarships early.   

 Check the list of colleges visiting GNHS under the “colleges” tab, 

under Research Colleges column then to ‘college visits’.  Click on 

‘show more’ to view all visits. 

 Do a college search!  Add schools that match your criteria to the 

list. 

Resources Available in the  

College and Career Center 

 

We offer resources and information on the following: 

 Computers available for research and applications 

 College Guidebooks 

 Career Information 

 Testing and Test Prep information 

 Scholarships 

 US Military and Service information 

 

We also offer the following services: 

 Meetings with College Representatives 

 Career Exploration 

 College Planning and Consultation for students 

and families 

 Assistance with College Applications 

 Scholarship Searches and Applications 

 Financial Aid and FAFSA information 

 

Throughout the school year, we offer workshops and 

programs on a wide variety of college related topics.  

Check the college website and Naviance often for in-

formation on upcoming programs and college repre-

sentative visits. 

THE COMMON APPLICATION—www.commonapp.org 

From the Common Application website, “The Common Application is a not-for-profit membership organization that, since its 

founding over 35 years ago, has been committed to providing reliable services that promote equity, access, and integrity in the 

college application process.  We serve students, member institutions, and secondary schools by providing applications that stu-

dents and school officials may submit to any of our nearly 700 members.  Membership is open to colleges and universities that 

promote access by evaluating students using a holistic selection process.”  You can find the list of colleges participating in the 

Common App online at:  https://www.commonapp.org/explore/ 

If you will be utilizing the Common Application, you MUST complete the following steps: 

1) Log onto www.commonapp.org and create your account.  You can save your information and return at any time.  

Create a user name and password that you will easily remember 

2) Complete FERPA agreement within Common App. 

3) IMPORTANT:  Log onto Naviance and match your Common App account.  Follow these steps: 

A. Click on the “Colleges Tab” 

B. Click on “colleges I’m applying to” 

C. Complete the “Common App Account Matching” 

D. Enter your email address used for your Common App account and click “match” 

4)   You will return to the Common App website to complete your applications.  Check carefully to see if your col-

leges require a “supplement” to the Common App—this could include additional required essays or docu-

ments. 

https://student.naviance.com/grayslakenorth
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.commonapp.org/explore/
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://student.naviance.com/grayslakenorth


College Comparison Worksheet   

 #1 #2 #3 

General       

Location    

Rank information    

Size    

Other    

Applying       

Admissions contact person, address & phone       

Application fee       

Date application due       

Date application sent       

Accepted?       

Accept or decline by date       

Other       

Requirements       

ACT/SAT minimum score       

Grades       

Advanced placement (AP) scores?       

Essay requirements       

Personal document or Resume requirements       

Other       

Housing       

Residence Hall       

Types and Sizes       

Food Plans       

Other       

Finances       

Yearly tuition       

Books/supplies       



Room and board       

Transportation       

Medical       

Personal       

Estimated total       

Financial aid info       

Scholarship info       

Student employment info       

Financial aid office telephone       

Other       

Non-Academic Student Activities       

Club sports I'm interested in       

Greek system?       

Other       

Campus Visits       

When       

Contact person/Phone #/e-mail       

Accommodations       

Surrounding Area       

City, state       

Chamber of Commerce Web site       

Population       

Median income       

Average rental cost (2 bedroom)       

PRO’S       

CON’S       

Notes:       

#1 #2 #3 

      


