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At Lancaster Elementary School

Happy New Year from LES Kindergarten! It’s January and winter activities have officially begun.
For Kindergarten students it is their first time partaking in these activities. Winter activities are
six weeks long and include a rotating schedule. Activities include either ski for all six weeks or
rotate between Sip (juice) and Paint, Board Games, Building Room, Yoga, and Crafts. Our
students get so excited each week to find out what room we are in. The pride and excitement in
Kindergarten is priceless. We are working on building relationships with other primary teachers,
and students in other grade levels. We are working with peers and engaging with peers who we
don’t know. These structured activities give everyone an opportunity to grow, shine and explore
areas in which we never knew we might be interested in, or in areas that we already love!  After
the first week of Winter Activities students ask each morning, “how many more days until we can
do it again?” It has been very successful in creating a safe and fun learning environment for all
kiddos on Thursday afternoons!

At White Mountains Regional High School

White Mountains Regional High School is a busy place this January. The focus for
advisory the last few weeks has been about getting involved and being a part of
something bigger than yourself. Staff and students alike are engaging with this concept
through a variety of activities.

On Wednesday, January 11th, WMRHS hosted Associate Director Fran Kennedy of the
New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC). He worked with the
WMRHS steering and reflection committees in preparation for the Collaborative
Conference in October of 2023 and the Decennial Visit in September of 2025. This
process is completed every ten years for accreditation purposes. Students, staff and
parents will be surveyed in the upcoming months with evidence collected to support the
reflection written by the staff. The administration is looking forward to the work and the
priorities which will be established through this work.

On Friday, January 13th, students attended a club fair which was led by the Youth
Leadership Through Adventure (YLTA) club. Over 15 clubs and organizations set up
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displays and talked with students about their purpose and welcomed students to sign up
for the second half of the school year. Students representing clubs happily shared
information with their classmates.

One of those co-curricular clubs at the fair was the White Mountains Players. They will
be performing the Sound of Music on January 20-22 at the high school. The cast and
crew includes over 35 students and staff members. Students from both Lancaster and
Whitefield schools are performing alongside WMRHS students and several staff
members. Tickets are available for purchase through a link that can be found on the
high school’s website. Students from the sophomore class will be selling refreshments
during intermission for each show and a pre-show dinner is being hosted by the senior
class on Saturday night.

All of these activities are representative of the many ways students and staff are
integrating the concept of being part of something bigger than themselves, SPARTA!
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